Presented to the 


LIBRARY of the 


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 


by 


Mrs. Andrew Kellogg 


ii 
er 


‘ 24 i. i 
Se : 
7 b 
Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from | 
University of Toronto e 


“ 1 
. 


https ://archive.org/details/voyageofdiscoverO03vanc_1. 


A 


VOYAGE or DISCOVERY 


oh OL Tr © 


NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN, 


AND 


ROUND THE WORLD: 


IN WHICH THE COAST OF NORTH-WEST AMERICA HAS BEEN CAREFULLY 
EXAMINED AND ACCURATELY SURVEYED. 


Undertaken by HIS MAFZESTY’s Command, 


PRINCIPALLY WITH A VIEW TO ASCERTAIN THE EXISTENCE OF ANY 
NAVIGABLE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE 


North Pacific and North Atlantic Oceans; 


AND PERFORMED IN THE YEARS 


1790, 1791, 1792; 1793, 1794, and 1795, 
IN’ THE 


DISCOVERY Stoop or War, AnD ARMED TENDER CHATHAM, 


UNDER THE COMMAND OF 


CAPTAIN GEORGE VANCOUVER. 


UNA R BES VO LUM E'S. 


VOL, Hf. 
a 
LE OMNED OCN 


PRINTED FOR G. G. AND J. ROBINSON, PATERNOSTER-ROW ; 
AND J. EDWARDS, PALL-MALL,. 


aoe rae 


—<<$=—$=—<? 


1798. 


Rees: eo Rae ‘anwos, hei. a 


er opie “-paLouaMdd Vsaa PAu agian, rear, ierso" toa0K05 dar comtw Ca 


7 ‘ | ; aa cay AUER IE, EAAUOA CWA CLA Ds bd: Se ae x 
mea M i - 2 : os i + ASOIMBEY 4 nase BAX, we OAM i ‘niles 
TAN 49 ROMATELAS UNT Minvagder oT swat, A “ne yanan Mad, o 


i een EA ee any Pa ak os fa HOTTAITIAU MMOS cimaory ay 


Oe epee «A | ; oy 
ee {us0 Wise i, Aw hwy ais 
aes 3 ‘ . cu Ap, 
7 | : _ ue ama ‘wad ‘Kt aqawaotasaaua’ ad ; a 
. MOTE tis op RA G00! BOLE AGYE COT Sagi i 
OW. “a . ee ae § ie . | 
ees ery M K BTA 19 a4 fawat & anew, ann AAW 98 40058 YH 


+ re i : : 


x Mie 
a ‘ 5, y 


1 Sia : 5) may vb Os anit aaa 


pete OWA RO HOMO ut A ry KD 


1 ws : a : smear rates enmpeete e yt 
~ 1 . ’ t ' ‘i sd > sy ¥ i 
ri \ tae” ‘ , ts . ey’ \ 
ee ; Sees BK VSO RT We ) 
a ' OM ag ‘ * i «cabernet hacatloetas hoe wacker : fy 4 ke sg 
‘ . by “a 9 * ‘ . . = ~~ ‘ ' 
' \ =! ¥ ; 3 
« . ft - b | 
¢ mt t wht nt () v N 
- 1 
E a: a ; 
: - ‘ ; ' “4 C, ; hice 
aise | eet oo © peerage ant yk Aer Fy / - 
, ei : ' d f 
» ae ; = « : ; ; a A : hed a | ey ie 
i ) P| az ¥ % i‘ - . why ‘ } * ‘ a ‘ 5 pt rm 
e 7 ‘ : ’ Fa thi es Sea, . 4 y a a y pb i ; f 
v4 = é . y Pa ; ‘ i 
| eae | iW H- ANTRON MATA, MOanTaGEe: re fy) OHO any ain 
< ns ae es DP Priel va ded A te LA PARAWOH Jf OHA iG 
i ¥ a - i é: ; : : aap a oad J 
e, af abe = : ; 5 : j Cpa a 
; oe e P es ; a my al : eT tr hts \: 
“ yy Fr y ah ae a f 
th View ¢ 
» Oh, Y ’ 
yy F . : cy 
ue ; ie J NY i { 7 : 
of rah ail q 7 i < - : 
‘ Pi ? . F Pe 


o>, 

Dens! 
a. 

7 
¢ 

=? 

» 
ag 


DRO FRAN oed FG OPN rat Br 


OF+ THE 


1 PS 8 AS ee Dh AU Ie OU gy OF Oe 


EXPLANATION, OF ‘THE PLATES. 


BOOK THE FIFTH. 


THIRD VISIT TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS—CONCLUDE THE SUR- 
VEY OF THE COAST OF NoRTH-WeEST AMERICA. 


GCHAR LER T 


Leave the coaft of New Albion—Arrive off the eaft point of Owhyhee—Exa- 
mine Whyeatea bay—Vifited by Tamaahmaah—Proceed to Karakakooa bay 
—Tranfattions there—Departure of the Dedalus for New South Wales. 

: Page 1 


CHART ERULIR 
Sequel of tranfattions at Karakakooa—Ceffion of the wfland of Owhyhee— 


Aftronomical and nautical obfervations, 5 : ~ 21 


C HeAP iba hL. 


Oust Karakakooa—Vifit Tyahiatooa and Toeaigh bays—Some defcription of 
the anchorage at thofe places—Examine the northern fides of Mowee, 
Woahoo, and Attowai—Obéfervations on the anchorage at Attowar and 
Onehow— Leave the Sanduich iflands, - - - 59 


VoLt. III. A CHAPTER 


SOD dG NS SS: 


CHAPTER IV. 


Qurt the Sandwich flands— Part company with the Chatham—Indications of 
land—See Tfcherikow ifland—Pafs Trinity tfles—Proceed along the 
coafti—Enter and proceed up Cook’s river, — - = “ 83 


WHART Eka VY. 

Dangerous fituation of the fhip in -confequence of ace—Examination of the 
upper part of Cook's river—Its final ternunatzon proving it to be only an 
extenfive arm of the fea, rt obtains the name of Cook's inlet-— Foined by 
the Chatham—Mr.. Puget’s narrative during the feparation of the two 
veffels—Vifited by Ruff Hi tphae Cook's entet-—Aftronomical and nautical 
obfervations, : - - - - - 110 


Crd ASP TE os ava 


‘Paffage from Cook's inlet to Prince William's found—Meet a large fleet of 
canoes—Spring the bow/prit in a gale of wind—Carry away the foreyard 
— Arrive in port Chalmers—Survey of Prince Willtam’s found by the boats 
—A violent form—Vifited by a few Ruffians—Some account of thecr efta- 
blifhments in the found—Chatham difpatched to continue the furvey of 
the coaft eafiward from cape Hinchinbrook—Afironomical and nautical 
obfervations, - - - - - - 150 


@HAPTER <Vi. 


Quit Prince Willram’s found—Geographical and other obfervations ref/pect- 
ing the adjacent country and its unhabitants—Proceed in the examination 
of the exterior coaft—Pa/s port Mulgrave—Intelligence received of the 
Survey having been completed to that ftation by the Chatham—<Arrive in 
Crofs found— Foined by the Chatham there, - - 189 


(OTL UE A cuetyery ole 


Mr. Puget’s narrative of hos tranfactons and furvey of the coaft, between 
Prince William’s and Crofs founds ; during the Chatham’s Je eparation from 
the Difcovery, - - - - 216 


2 CHAPTER 


CONTPENW SY. 


CyH AGPST YEAR, FOO 


Tranfaétions in Crofs found—Proceed to fea—Account of a boat excurfion— 
Defcription of port Althorp and Beale found—Aftronomicat and nautical 
objervations, - - - - - 238 


Dy ae te BX: 


Proceed to the fouthward along the exterior coaft of King George the Third’s 
archipelago—Arrive tn port Conclufion—Tranfachons there—Two boat 
excurfions—Complete the furvey of the continental fhores of North-Weft 
America—Afironomical and nautical obfervations, - - 204 


BOOK THE SIXTH. 


PASSAGE TO THE SOUTHWARD ALONG THE WESTERN COAST OF 
AMERICA; DOUBLE CAPE HorN; TroucH AT ST. HELENA; 
. ARRIVE IN ENGLAND. 


OES 8 8 PB aem © 


Depart from port Conclufion—Arrive at Nootka—Tranfactions there— 
Vit Maquinna at Tahfhes—Afironomical obfervations for correcting the 
Survey between cape Douglas and cape Decifon, - 7 207 


a8 5 OF: (ang PR Lam 


Depart from Nootka found—Violent fiorm—Arrive at Monterrey—Receive 
on board the deferters from the Chatham and Dedalus—Excurfion into 
the country—Examine a very remarkable mountain—Aftronomical and 
nautical obfervations, - - “ i : 319 


Ci AUB. Ri Er. 


Leave Monterrey—Some account of the three Marias t/flands—Proceed to 
the fouthward—Aftronomeal and nautical obfervations, —- 339 


CHAPTER 


GON TENTS. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Vifit the ifland of Cocos—Some defcription of that ifland—Aftronomical and 
nautical obfervations there — Proceed to the fouthward — Pafs between 
Wenman’s and Culpepper’s ktm the Gallipagos rflands, and afcer- 
tain their fituation. “ - - - 957 


@ A Pak ERM 


Proceed to the fouthward—The Difcovery fprings her main-maft—Scurvy 
makes tts apbearance—Pa/s the iflands of Maffafuero and Fuan Fernan- 
dez—Arrive at Valpararfo—Vifit St. Fago, the capitat of Chilr, 389 


CHAPTE Rev. 


Quit Valparaifo—Proceed to the fouthward—Pafs to the fouth of cape Horn 
—Ufelefs fearch for wfla Grande—Part company with the Chatham— 
Arrive at St. Helena—Foin the Chatham there—Capture the Macaffar 
Dutch Eaft India Man—Aftronomical and nautical obfervations— Leave 
St. Helena—Proceed to the northward—Difcover a number of veffels under 
convoy of His Majefty’s fhip Sceptre—Foin the convoy, and proceed with 
at to the Shannon—Dzfcovery proceeds from thence to the river Thames, 

464 


Notes and Mifcellaneous Obfervations, - - ~ 487 


A 
Lo Leste k 
bed sd dyed eae ba a Lae oa 


€ONTAINED IN THE THIRD VOLUME, 


WITH 


DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 


Plate- To face Page 
I. Tue crater on the fummit of mount Worroray, 
Owhyhee, with a diftant view of the ifland of Mowee, 14 


HI. Port Dick, with a fleet of Indian canoes, 2 2 150 
III. Mount St. Elias, bearing N. 50 w. and Icy bay, n. 20 w. 

five miles diftant, : : . x4 204 

IV. A remarkable mountain near the river of Monterrey, 334 

V. The town of Valparaifo on the coaft of Chili, - 403 


VI. The village of Almandrel, in the bay of Valparaifo, with 
a diftant view of the Andes, : x 2 412 


| a Babes 
j ‘) Sa : Le WE Se a ulier 
es ) 3 Cullis se spits aif eet healed a 
ee ~ Mabel nce aie ruins xs Beye. wis Bing 
3 ie, Oe éks vee ae vied 1s ih 


f ‘ Pvnlly vont : 
. a Ps , : Sand Pi Phang wid I s oh Sa ie hi) yo et 


ae .4 aa 
a aa ae 19 VB @ me 
ve i fh > xyihes ee 2s “ae <n Ds 


NAL RS a edi zune tind pant m wire 


Ae o” i Yee 
’ i pe et ie: 


' ' 
‘ ’ A 
a 


% 


ee Oh Cee ae a pa: 2 


ear re Pt t reali ty shave muon wRetAAO ath 
wes ies A Pe apie : Ripe’ Bed aS ve, | ia vet 


eh ne Se see eee |” 


7 ‘iy Spinco’ 8 Wilhlanna Reis dhe CMaeeeiin MAE aC i hive ‘ie 


ieee i Anil tei oma you'sieineto sad sak 
| Ce Aart seat fo baal’ 3dP% “apie salt gd 
nar : 4 Bt kata be ae psetogeie9.nsibal 30 polka 

| i ‘WOR. gad set bas shite, fh gaan ail 


. \ f , ay 
f ye seid \ sd Lie 7" t wo 
Bay be j pri. ee oi Pe. Bek reich sf a be aaa | I WTR, ‘ 
; ’ cr j 


| I a he 8 " oil to teluon dave ed ek 
| Oe aaa mead ‘lid Yo Dans ails ao diistsqlsY 26 2 


4 


ed aN 8 “dew: lima sick sacton Jobaacalds Y9 agolliv aT Fd 


Me 
A 


i d 
X { 
ye Dd MPS: thicoucns sxlsosnsi sah 
» oyu - . - ; 
~ PY z uM m7 
* \ A 4 ‘ ) 4 : 
» - } a 
% 
= 
i : ; ~. 
’ - 
iy : 
‘ 
¥ ’ i f 
; { 
i+ : ; J 
- By 
4 s 
: 
Ny 
; , 5 
, > 
¢ 7 
i 
7 
Ly hn i 
Wl 
ey 
F bc i 4 % 
: 
; ~ ( i 
Zr Hl rg : 
4 ¢ 
by - ey a 
+ qi ‘ ‘ i 
Whe ~ rif j oo i 
tx ; 9 


A 


VOYAGE 
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AND 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


BOOK THE FIFTH. 


THIRD VISIT TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS—CONCLUSION OF 
THE SURVEY OF THE COAST oF NortTH-WEsr AMERICA. 


CHAPTER. 


Leave the coaft of New Albton—Arrive off the eaft pont of Owhyhee—Exa- | 


mine Whyeatea bay—Vifited by Tamaahmaah—Proceed to Karakakooa bay 
—Tranfattions there— Departure of the Dedalus for New South Wales. 


OR progrefs from the coaft of New Albion, fiill attended with light 
variable winds, was fo flow, that at noon of the 15th the fhores were 
yet in fight,’bearing from N.17£. to s.69£.; the former, being the 
neareft, was diftant 7 leagues ; the obferved latitude was 30° 14’, longi- 
tude 243° 572. 

In the afternoon, the wind blew a moderate gale at w.N.w., which 


1793: 
December. 
WH. —~ 
Sunday 25. 


brought us by day-light the next morning within fight of the ifland of Monday 36. 


Guadaloupe. This ifland is compofed of high naked rocky mountains ; 
is about thirteen miles long, nearly in a north and fouth direétion, 
with two rocky iflets; one lying w. s.w., at the diftance of half a league ; 
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the other lying fouth, two miles from its fouth point, which is fituated 
in latitude 28° 54’, longitude 241° 38’. The wind at n. w. continued to 
blow a pleafant gale with fair weather until midnight; but at this time it 
veered round, and fettled in the north-eaft trade. Our diftance was now 
about 75 leagues from the coaft, and it is probable the north-weft winds 
do not extend far beyond that limit, as the wind that fucceeded continued 
without calms, or other interruptions, between the N.E. and E.N.E., 
blowing a fleady, gentle, and pepeatant gale. : 

On the 202d, in latitude 29° 23’, longitude 234° 37’, the variation of 
the compafs was 7° eaftwardly; here we had thirty hours calm, after 
which we had a gentle breeze from the N.£.; this as we proceeded was 
attended firft by cloudy and gloomy. weather, ,and afterwards with rain, 
and fudden gufts or flurries of wind. On the 25th, a tropic bird was 
feen, anda common gull that appeared to be much fatigued, and in- 
clined to alight on board. 

This very unpleafant weather, fimilar to’ that which we’ had experi- 
enced in this neighbourhood about the conclufion of laft january, ftill 
continued; and on the ggth, in latitude 19° 1’, longitude 231° 58’, the 
wind, after veering to the s.£., became light, and, like the weather, was 


very unfettled: “We were now pafling the {pot affigned to the los Majos 


ifles, at the diftance of a Fey acs only to the fouthward of our former 
track; but” we perceived noone Circumftance that indicated the vicinity 
of Jand. 

On the 91ft, the wind iaey to be eee in the northern quarter, but 
the atmofphere ‘was ftill very unpleafant, and the gloomy weather was 
now accompanied by much rain. On the gd of january, in latitude 18° 
34, longitude 213° 32',.a very heavy fwell rolled from the N..w., and 
the wind in that direétion was light, with alternate calms, attended by 
foggy or dark hazy weather until os 6th, when in latitude 19° 19’, lon- 
gitude 208° 48’, we had a few hours of fair and pleafant weather; this was 


again fucceeded by the fame gloomy atmofphere that we had experienced 


during the greater part of this paflage, and the wind continued to be 
very variable between the N.w. and s.s.w. In the afternoon of the 
following day the weather was more favorable, and the wind from the 

northward 
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northward fettled in the N. £; to this we fpread all our canvafs in the 
expectation of feeing the ifland of Owhyhee at day-light the next morn- 
ing. The wind however flackened during the night, and the weather 
being dark and gloomy, it was not until about nine o’clock in the fore- 
noon that Mowna-kaah was difcovered fhewing his hoary head above the 
clouds, bearing by compafs w. $ s.; but the haze and mift with which 
the diftri€t of Aheedo was inveloped; prevented our difcerning the fhores. 
The obferved latitude at noon was 19° 52’; at this time the eaft end of 
Owhyhee bore by compafs s. 52 w., at the diftance of 10 leagues, by 
which it appeared, that Arnold’s chronometer, No. 14, had erred in lon- 
gitude fince our departure from the coaft of New Albion 27’; his No. 
176; 21’; Kendall’s, 52’; and the dead reckoning 3° 40’; all being to the 
eaftward of the truth. This error has however been correéted, in affign- 
ing the feveral fituations during this paflage. 

We ftood for the land until fun-fet, when being within 2 leagues of 
the fhore, we employed the night in preferving our, ftation off that part 
of the coaft, where we expected to find the harbour or bay of Whyeatea; 
in queft of which I difpatched Mr. Whidbey in the cutter.the next 
morning, attended by a boat from the Chatham, and another from the 
Dedalus, all well armed. The appearance of the fhores did not feem 
much in favor of our finding a more eligible fituation here than at Ka- 
rakakooa, for accomplifhing our feveral purpofes; notwithftanding the 
reprefentation that had been made to us of its being very commodious. 

The boats had fearcely departed when fome of the natives came off 
in their canoes, but owing to a very heavy {well from the northward, 
they could bring us but few refrefhments. As foon as they underftood 
who we were, they told us that Tamaahmaah, with feveral of the prin- 
cipal chiefs, were then on fhore waiting in expectation of our arrival; 
and then immediately made the beft of their way towards the fhore, pro- 
claiming our return to their country with fhouts, apparently of great joy 
and gladnefs. 

About ten in the forenoon we were honored with. the prefence of 
the king, with his ufual confidence and cheerful difpofition,. It, was 
impoffible to miftake the happinefs he exprefled on feeing us again, 
9 which 
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which feemed to be greatly increafed by his meeting us at this, his moft 
favorite part of the ifland ; where he hoped we fhould be able to re- 
main fome time, to take the benefits arifing from its fertility ; which, 
from the appearance of the neighbouring fhores, feemed to promife an 
abundant fupply of the various refrefhments thefe countries are known to 
produce. 

Tamaahmaah had noticed the boats in their way to the fhore, and 
trufted they would return with a favorable report; which he, as well as 
ourfelves, anxioufly waited for ‘until five in the evening. Mr. Whidbey 
now informed me, that during the prevalence of the foutherly winds, in 
the more advanced part of the {pring feafon, Whyeatea might probably 
be found a tolerably fecure and convenient place, as the land formed a 
deep bay, which was additionally {heltered by a reef lying off its fouth- 
eaft point, with foundings from 25 to 6 fathoms, clear fandy bottom; at 
leaft as far as his examination had extended. This had not been very 
minute, as the bay was intirely expofed to the northerly winds, which 
then blew very ftrong; and being attended with a heavy fea from that 
quarter, rendered any attempt to land from our boats impraéticable. 
On this report I determined to proceed to Karakakooa, as that bay 
was indifputably at this time the moft fecure and convenient port for 
fhipping of any in the Sandwich iflands. 

My intention was direétly made known to Tamaahmaah, and I requetft- 
ed that he would give us the pleafure of his company thither; well 
knowing that his influence over the inferior chiefs and. the people would 
be attended with the moft defirable confequences, in preferving the har- 
mony and good underftanding that already fo happily exifted. He did 
not however feem much inclined to accept my invitation, or to give 
me a pofitive anfwer; but requefted, that the veflels might remain fome 
days in this neighbourhood, to avail ourfelves of the ample fupply of 
refrefhments that might be procured here, ‘before we proceeded to any 
other part of the ifland; adding, that he would remain with us to fee this 
bufinefs properly performed. 

Iwas by no means difpofed to accede to the wifhes of the king, nor 
was I fatisfied with the arrangement he had propofed. 


The 
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The veffels having been driven far to leeward on the morning of the 
1oth, and the wind then blowing ftrong from the northward, attended 
with a very heavy fea, I pointed out and explained to Tamaahmaah, the 
great improbability of our being able to comply with his defires, and the 
neceflity of our proceeding without delay to fome place of fecure ancho- 
rage, for the purpofe of refitting; renewing at the fame time and in the 
ftrongeft terms, my folicitations for his company. I did not fail to en- 
force how important his prefence would neceflarily be, not only to us 
for whom he had repeatedly expreffed the greateft refpeét and friend- 
fhip, but alfo to the welfare of his own fubjeéts. He readily acknowledged 
the propriety of my obfervations, and how much he was mclined to 
adopt the meafure I had propofed; but he now avowed that he could 
not accompany us, as the taboo appertaining to the feftival of the new 
year demanded his continuance for a certain period, within the limits 
of the diftri€t in which thefe ceremonies had commenced. The time of 
_ interdi€tion was not yet expired, and it was not poflible he could abfent 
himfelf without the particular fan&tion of the priefts. To obtain this 
indulgence, he confidered his prefence to be indifpenfibly neceflary 
on fhore at the morai. Aware of the fuperior influence poffeffed by 
the priefthood, and of the ftri€t adherence of all ranks to their fuper- 
flitions, I fufpeéted that if Tamaahmaah went on fhore they would not 
allow him to return; for this reafon I recommended, that one of the 
chiefs in his fuite fhould repair thither, and make known the king’s 
pleafure. But as this propofal did not feem to meet his ideas, or to be 
confonant to his wifhes, I refolved not to detain him contrary to his 
own free will and inclination, or by-any other means than thofe of per- 
fuafion. Yet as I confidered his attendance to be an obje& of too much 
importance to be readily relinquifhed, I had recourfe to a fort of ar- 
tifice, that I had reafon to believe would anfwer my purpofe by its ope- 
ration on his feelings. I defifted from all importunities, and attributed 
his declining my invitation to a coolnefs and a relaxation in the friend- 
fhip he had formerly fhewn, and pretended to entertain; and I ftated, that 
I had no doubt of foon finding amoneft the other iflands fome chief, 
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whole affiftance, prote€tion, and authority, would on all occafions be 
readily afforded. a 

Tamaahmaah had always been accuftomed to attend our meals, and 
breakfaft in particular he was extremely fond of partaking with us; 
but under the reproach he had juft received, of a want of friendfhip, no 
folicitation could prevail on him to accept of any thing at table; he fat 
in a filent thoughtful mood, his fenfibility was probed to the quick, and 
his generous heart, which continued to entertain the warmeft friendfhip 
and regard, not only for me but for every one in our little community, 
yielded to our wifhes; though at the rifk of incurring the difpleafure of 
the priefts, by an unprecedented breach of their religious rites. At 
length he determined, that his half brother Crymamahoo fhould be fent to 
the priefts, to communicate his intentions of accompanying us. On my 
faying, that this refolution made me very happy, and met my hearty 
concurrence, he replied, that I had treated him unkindly in fufpeéting 
that his friendfhip was abated, for that it remained unfhaken, as his fu- 
ture conduét would demonftrate; but that he confidered himfelf to be 
the laft perfon in his dominions who ought to violate the eftablifhed 
laws, and the regulations of the country which he governed. 

Our little difference being thus amicably adjufted, he ate a hearty break- 
faft ; and having given his brother the neceflary inftru€tions for governing 
this part of the ifland during his abfence, in which bufinefs they were 
occupied an hour, Crymamahoo was difmiffed, and direéted to return with 
all convenient {peed to communicate the anfwer of the priefts. 

Thoroughly convinced of the purity of Tamaahmaah’s friendly inten- 
tions, I had receded from my former determination with refpeé to him, 
or any other of the chiefs, fleeping on board the {hip. Our party now con- 
fifted of feven chiefs, three of whom were accompanied by their favorite 
females; but Tahow-man-noo, the king’s confort, was not of the number. 
As fhe had never failed in her attendance on him, the caufe of her ab- 
fence became a fubject of inquiry, and I had the mortification of under 
{tanding that a feparation had taken place, in confequence of its having 
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been reported, that too great an intimacy had fubfifted between her and 
Tianna. - 

_ Tunderftood from the king’s attendants, that the infidelity of the queen 
was by no means certain; and as I well knew the reciprocal affettion of 
this royal pair, and as {he was then refiding with her father at, or in the 
neighbourhood of Karakakooa, I thought it a charitable office, to make 
a tender of my endeavours for the purpofe of bringing about a reconci- 
liation. In reply to this obtrufion of my fervices, Tamaahmaah exprefled 
his thanks; and affured me, that he fhould be always happy to re- 
ceive any advice on {tate affairs, or any public matters, efpecially where 
peace or war might be concerned; but that fuch differences as might 
occur in, or refpe&, his domeftic happinefs, he confidered to be totally out 
of my province. This rebuff I filently fuftained; cherifhing the hope that 
the period would arrive, when I fhould be able to prevail on him to en- 
tertain a different opinion. 

The wind from the northward, attended with a very heavy fea, redu- 
ced us to our clofe-reefed topfails, and as we ftood in fhore in the after- 
noon a very ftrong current evidently preffed us to leeward. The appear- 
ance of the weather indicating no favorable or early change, there was 
little probability of our foon feeing Crymamahoo, or any of the inhabi- 
tants of Aheedoo; this induced the king to call his whole retinue toge- 
ther, both male and female, in order to take their advice as to his pro- 
ceeding, without firft receiving the religious affent he had difpatched 
Crymamahoo to obtain. The refult of their deliberations was, a unani- 
mous opinion that the priefts would, on a certainty, accede to his wifhes. 
This had been undoubtedly the previous fentiment of the king, or he would 
not have inftructed his brother, in the manner he had done, how to con- 
duét himfelf during his abfence. 

Although I earneftly wifhed to avoid being the caufe of endangering 
his popularity, yet I was fo anxioufly defirous of his company, that I 
did not hefitate a moment in giving my hearty concurrence to this deter- 
mination, in order that we might make the beft of our way to Karaka- 
kooa, 
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Our courfe was now direéted round the eaft point of the ifland, along 
its fouth-eaft fide ; we made a tolerably good progrefs; and as we pafled 
the diftri&t of Opoona, on the morning of the 11th, the weather being 
very clear and pleafant, we had a moft excellent view of Mowna Roa’s 
fnowy fummit, and the range of lower hills that extend towards the eaft 
end of Owhyhee. From the tops of thefe, about the middle of the de- 
fcending ridge, feveral columns of fmoke were feen to afcend, which 
Tamaahmaah, and the reft of our friends faid, were occafioned by the 
fubterranean fires that frequently broke out in violent eruptions, caufing 
amongit the natives fuch a multiplicity of {uperftitious notions, as to give 
rife to a religious order of perfons, who perform volcanic rites; confift- 
ing of various facrifices of the different produ€tions of the country, for 
the purpofe of appeafing the wrath of the enraged demon. 

On approaching the fhores of the diftri€t of Kaoo, we were met by 
feveral of the inhabitants, bringing in their canoes fome refrefhments and 
other produétions of the country. Thofe who firft approached us feemed 
to be much furprized, and many of them were not a little alarmed at 
feeing their king on board; inquiring with great earneftnefs, whether 
his being there, and having broken the taboo, was by his own choice, 
or by compulfion. On being affured by all prefent that Tamaahmaah, 
and the reft of the chiefs, were under no reftraint whatever, but were 
accompanying us by their own free will, they became perfeétly fa- 
tisfied; and appeared to be equally fo on underftanding, that it was 
the king’s pleafure, that the hogs and vegetables they had brought off 
fhould be delivered on board, without their recerving any equivalent in re- 
turn; nor could we, without giving Tamaahmaah ferious offence, have 
infringed this order, which feemed to be very cheerfully complied with 
on the part of his fubjeéts; and, in the courfe of the forenoon, the 
veffels procured a fufficient fupply for their prefent confumption. Whe- 
ther the king accounted with thefe people afterwards for the value of 
their property thus difpofed of, or not, I could not rightly underftand ; 
but from the great good humour with which they complied with the royal 
order, and from fome converfation with one of the king’s attendants, re- 
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ipeting the value of the refrefhments fo delivered, I had reafon to be- 
lieve that a compenfation would be allowed to them. 

Shortly after noon we were oppofite the fouth point of the ifland ; and, 
as a report had been circulated that clofe round, on its weftern fide, 
good anchorage and excellent fhelter had been found, (though it had 
efcaped the notice of Captain Cook) Mr. Whidbey was difpatched in the 
cutter, in order to afcertain the truth of this affertion, which was foon 
proved to be void of foundation’; for although a ftrong wetterly gale pre- 
vented Mr. Whidbey from making a very minute examination, yet he clear- 
ly difcovered that the fhores were nearly ftraight, and expofed to a moft 
tremendous furf, that‘ broke with fuch fury as to render landing, if not 
impoffible, highly dangerous, even to thofe of the inhabitants who are 
moft expert in the management of their canoes. ar 

The wind continued to blow very ftrong between weft and N.w. 
until the morning of the 12th; when it became variable, and allowed ts 
to make but a very flow progrefs towards Karakakooa. Tamaahmaah 
being very anxious that we fhould gain the place of our deftination, went 
on fhore for the purpofe of placing lights to conduét us in the evening 
to our former anchorage; where, about ten the following night we an- 
chored near an American brig, named the Lady W afhington, command- 
ed by Mr. John Kendrick. 


As we worked mto the bay many of the inhabitants were affembled on 


the fhores, who announced their congratulations by fhouts of joy, as, on” 


our dificrent tacks, we approached the fhores of the neighbouring villages. 
At this late hour many + ou, former friends, particularly of the fair fex, 
loft no time in teftifying the fincerity of use public peasy x 8. i 
vour. Young and Davis we had likewife ‘hie laad vi Slaps asthwesdo 

we. -Thy 
y had fo wiely adopted, anu - 


) ormly been carried into effe@. The 
great propriety with. which they had condu@ed themfelves had tended 
in a high degree to the comfort and happinefs 5 
gratification of their own feelings, and to a pre-eminence in the good 
Opinion of the king, that had intitled them to his warmett ree 
The fame fort of efteem and regard, we underftood, was howe to 
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them, if not by all, at leaft by the well-difpofed inhabitants of the 
land. 

The Difcovery was fecured nearly in her former ftation on the follow- 
ing morning; and the Chatham and Dedalus were difpofed of in the 
moft convenient manner for carrying into execution the refpettive fer- 
vices that each had to perform. 

Mr. Kendrick had been here about fix weeks, and it was with infinite 
pleafure we underftood, that during that time he had not only been h- 
berally fupplied by the inhabitants of the ifland with its feveral pro- 
duétions, but that the fame orderly, and civil behaviour had been ob- 
ferved towards him, which we had experienced on our former vifit ; 
and which we had every reafon to expe would be continued, from the 
affurances we received from the chiefs, and from the acclamations of the 
people, which had refounded from all quarters on our arrival. 

Tamaahmaah underftanding that it would be neceffary that we fhould 
land parts of the cargoes of all the veffels, appointed proper places for their 
reception; and knowing we had no more men than we could conftantly 
employ for the {peedy accomplifhment of this bufinefs, he undertook 
to be anfwerable for the fafety and fecurity of every thing we might 
have occafion to put on fhore, without our having any guard there for 
its protection. He alfo gave orders that his people fhould fill all our 
water cafks; and as he confidered that bartering with the feveral chiefs, 
and other individuals, for the valuable refrefhments of the country, would 
not only be troublefome and unpleafant, but might give rife to difputes 
and mifunderflandings between the parties; he defired we would daily, 
or as often as fhould fuit our convenience, make our demands known to 
him, and he would take care that the three veffels were duly fupplied 
with every neceflary refrefhment. 

This confiderate and very friendly arrangement I was happy to concur 
in, and at day-light on wednefday morning three large canoes, laden 
with forty very fine hogs, and thirty fmall ones, with a proportionate 
quantity of vegetables, were, by the dire€tions of the king, diftributed 
amongft our three veflels. 

On 
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On this occafion, it was impoffible to avoid making a comparifon be- 
tween our reception and treatment here, by thefe untaught children of 
nature, and the ceremonious conditional offers of accommodation we 
experienced at St. Francifco and Monterrey, from the educated civilized 
governor of New Albion and California. 

After the large canoes had delivered their acceptable cargoes, they 
received and took to the fhore the live cattle, which I had been more 
fuccefsful in bringing from New Albion than on the former occafion. 
Thefe confifted of a young bull nearly full grown, two fine cows, and 
two very fine bull calves, all in high condition; as likewife five rams, and 
five ewe fheep. Two of each of thefe, with moft of the black cattle, were 
given to the king; and as thofe I had brought laft year had thrived ex- 
ceedingly well; the fheep having bred, and one of the cows having 
brought forth a cow calf; I had little doubt, by this fecond. importation, 
of having at length effe€ted the very defirable objeét of eftablifhing in 
this ifland a breed of thofe valuable animals. 

I learned from Tamaahmaah, that he had iffued the firidteft orders fo 
to regulate the conduét and behaviour of his people towards us, as he 
trufted would be the means of infuring a continuance of the harmony 


that had fo happily fubfifted on our former vifits to his dominions; and 


he added, that he had many enemies even amongft the chiefs of Owhy- 
hee, who were not unlikely to ufe their endeavours for the purpofe of 
fruftrating his good intentions, and that it was very important that the 
defigns of fuch ill-difpofed perfons fhould be watchfully guarded againft. 
Ithanked Tamaahmaah tor his vigilant attention to preferve our tran- 
quillity and comfort, and informed him, that I had alfo iffued orders and 
direétions fimilar to thofe given on my former vifit. Thefe having the 
fame tendency, and operating to the fame end, with thofe enjoined by 
himfelf, would, I hoped, be effectual in affording us the recreation and 
enjoyment of the country, and in fecuring to us a continuation of the 
then fubfifting friendly intercourfe. 

Thefe neceffary precautions being taken on both fides, we imme- 
diately began upon the various fervices that demanded our attention. 
Thofe appertaining to the reception of the provifions and ftores from 
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the Dedalus, were the primary objeéts of our confideration; and by the 
orderly and docile behaviour of all clafles of the inhabitants, this bufinefs 
was. carried into execution with a degree of facility, and confidence in 
our perfect fecurity, equal to the accommodation that could poffibly have 
been obtained in any port of Europe. 

‘There were not at this time many, of the pringipab chiefs in our neigh- 


bourhood., : Our former friend Kahowmotoo paid us an early vifit, with 


a prefent of twenty large hogs, and a proportionable quantity of vege- 
tables. . He was not, however, in his ufually cheerful good fpirits, but 
was much deprefied, in confequence of a violent indifpofition under 
which his favorite fon Whokaa laboured, froma wound he had received 
in the exercife: of throwing the fpear with a man of mean rank. After 
a long contention for fuperiority, their play, it feemed, terminated in 
earneft, and the young chief received his adverfary’s fpear, which was 
barbed, in the throat. Much difficulty had attended its being taken out, 
which had occafioned a wound that had bafiled all their art to cure, and 
had reduced him to the laft flage of his exiftence. His antagonift was 
foon feized, and the next day his eyes were pulled out, and, after re- 
maining in that deplorable ftate two days, he was executed, by being 
{trangled witha rope. 

As fome of the gentlemen intended to accompany Mr. Menzies on an 
excurfion into the interior part of the country, they were, agreeably to 
our plan of regulations, attended by a chief of the village of Kakooa 
with feveral of the king’s people, who had dire€tions to fupply all their 
wants, and to afford them every affiftance and fervice that they might 
require, 

The harmony that had attended the execution of all our employments 
had fo facilitated the equipment of the veflels, that, by the following 
tuefday, the bufinefs in the Difcovery’s hold was in that {tate of forward- 
nefs_as to permit our attending to other obje€ts. The aftronomical de- 
partment claimed my firft thoughts; and being of fuch material import- 
ance, I was anxious to lofe no time in fending the tents, obfervatory, 
and inftruments, on.fhore, now that a party could be afforded for their 
protection. On this occafion I was furprized to find the king make fome 
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objeétions to their being ere€ted in their former fituation, near the moral; ned, 
giving us as a reafon, that he could not fanétion our inhabiting the tabooed Cp) 
Jands, without previoufly re 9 permiffion of an old woman, 
who, we underftand, was the daughter of the venerable Kaoo, and wife 
to the treacherous Koah.* Being totally unacquainted before, that Bee ct 
the women ever poffeffed the leaft authority over their confecrated pla- account "OF 
ces, or religious ceremonies, this circumftance much furprized me, one 
efpecially as the king feemed to be apprehenfive of receiving a refufal 
from this old lady; and which, after waiting on fhore for fome time, 
proved to be the cafe. Yamaahmaah obferving my difappointment, in- 
treated mie to fix upon fome other part of the bay; but as it was eafily 
made obvious to his underftanding that no other {pot would be equally con- 
venient, he inftantly affembled fome of the principal priefts of the mora, 
and after having a ferious conference with them, he acquainted me, that 
we were at liberty to occupy the confecrated ground as formerly, which 5; 
we accordingly took poffeffion of the next morning. ‘Wednef. 22. 
Mr. Whidbey, who had charge of the encampment, attended it on 
fhore under a guard of fix marines; thefe were fent, however, more 
for the fake of form than for neceffity; as Zamaahmaah had appointed 
one of his half brothers, Trywhookee, a chief of fome confequence, to- 
gether with feveral of the priefts, to proteét, and render the party on 
fhore every fervice their fituation might demand. To this fpot, as on 
our former vifit, none were admitted but thofe of the fociety of priefts, 
the principal chiefs, and fome few of their male attendants ; no women, 
on any pretence whatever, being ever admitted within the facred limits 
of the morai. 
The unfortunate fon of Kahowmotoo had been brought by his father 
from one of his principal places of refidence, about fix miles north 
of the bay where the unfortunate accident happened, to the village of 
Kowrowa, in order to benefit by fuch medical or other affiftance as we 
might be able to afford, but without effeét; for in the afternoon he 
breathed his laft. ? 
The periodical taboo, that ought to have commenced the following 
evening, was, on this occafion, fufpended, to manifeft that they were 
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offended with their deity for the death of this young chief; whofe lofs 
feemed to be greatly deplored by all the family, but moft particularly 
fo by Kahowmotoo ; of whom I took a proper opportunity of inguiring 
when the corpfe would be interred, and if there would be any objection 
to my attending the funeral folemnities. ‘To this he made anfwer, that 
the burial would take place the day following, and that he would come 
on board at any convenient hour, and accompany me on fhore for that 
purpofe. 

I remained perfettly fatisfied with the promife made by Kahowmotoo ; 
and was the next morning greatly difappointed on his informing me, that 
Kavaheero, the chief of the village at which his fon had died, had, in 
the courfe of the night, unknown to him or any of his family, caufed 
the body of the young chief to be interred in one of the fepulchral holes 
of the fteep hill, forming the north fide of the bay. This circumftance 
could not but be received as an additional proof of their averfion to our 


- becoming acquainted with their religious rites, and their determination to 


prevent our attendance on any of their facred formalities. 

The party accompanying Mr. Menzies returned with him on faturday, 
after having had a very pleafant excurfion, though it had been fome- 
what fatiguing im confequence of the badnefs of the paths in the inte- 
rior country, where in many places the ground broke in under their feet. 
Their objeét had been to gain the fummit of Mowna Roa, which they 


had not been able to effect in the dire€tion they had attempted it; but 
they had reached the top of another mountain, which though not fo lofty 


as Mowna-rowna, or Mowna-kaah, 1s yet very confpicuous, and is called 
by the natives Worroray. This mountain rifes from the weftern extre- 
mity of the ifland, and on its fummit was a volcanic crater that readily 


accounted for the formation of that part of the country over which they 
had found it fo dangerous to travel. The good offices of their Indian 


guide and fervants received a liberal reward, to which they were highly 
intitled by their friendly and orderly behaviour. 

The whole of the retinue that had attended Tamaahmaah from Ahee- 
doo, with the addition of fome new vifitors, lived intirely on board the 


fhip, and felt themfelves not only perfeétly at home, but very advan- 
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‘tageoufly fituated, in being enabled to purchafe fuch commodities of 
their own produce or manufacture which were brought to us for fale, as 
attracted their attention, with the prefents which they received from 
time to time. Notwithftanding this indulgence, which I thought could 
not have failed to keep them honeft, fuch is their irrefiftible propenfity 
to thieving, that five of my table knives were miffing. ‘The whole par- 
ty ftoutly denied having any knowledge of the theft; but as it was evident 
the knives were ftolen by fome of them, I ordered them all, except the 
king, inftantly to quit the fhip, and gave pofitive dire€tions that no one 
of them fhould be re-admitted. Befide this, I deemed it expedient to 
make a point with Tamaahmaah that the knives fhould be.reftored. He 
faw the propriety of my infifting on this demand, and before noon three 
-of the knives were returned. 

The taboo, which had been poftponed in confequence of Whokaa’s 
death, was obferved this evening, though not without holding out a fen- 
timent of refentment to their deity for having fuffered him to die; for 
inftead of its continuing the ufual time of two nights and one whole day, 
this was only to be in force from fun-fet to the rifing of the fun the fol- 
lowing morning; which the king having obferved, returned to us as foon 
as the ceremonies were finifhed. 

Being very much difpleafed with the ungrateful behaviour of his at- 
tendants, I demanded of Tamaahmaah, in a ferious tone, the two knives 
that had not yet been reftored. I expatiated on the difgrace that at- 
‘tached to every individual of the whole party, and the confequence of 
the example to al] the fubordinate claffes of his people. He appeared 
to be much chagrined, and to fuffer a high degree of mortification at the 
very unhandfome manner in which I had been treated ; this was ftill fur- 
ther increafed, by one of his moft particular favorites having been charged, 
and on juft grounds, as one of the delinquents. 

About noon he went on fhore, in a very fullen humour, and did not 
return until I had fent for him in the evening, which fummons he 
very readily obeyed; and foon another knife was returned, which he de- 
clared was the only one he had been able to find, and that if any more 
were yet mifling, they muft have been loft by fome other means. The 
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truth, as we afterwards underftood, was that the knife had been given, 
by the purloiner, to a perfon of much confequence, over whom Tamaah- 
maah did not with to enforce his authority. 

Thefe knives had not been ftolen, as might be naturally imagined, for 
their value as iron inftruments, but for the fake of their ivory handles. 
Thefe were intended to have been converted into certain neck ornaments, 
that are confidered as facred and invaluable. The bones of fome fifh are, 
with great labour, appropriated to this purpofe; but the colour and tex- 
ture of the ivory furpafling, in fo eminent a degree, the other ordinary 
material, the temptation was too great to be refifted. 

Under the particular circumf{tances, which we underftood attended the « 
miffing knife, I readily put up with its lofs; becaufe, in fo doing, I was : 
relieved of the inconvenience which a number of noify and troublefome« 
vifitors had occafioned. | Thefe, however, paid dearly for their difhonefty, 
in being abridged the great fource of wealth which they had enjoyed on 
board, and which had enabled them to procure many valuable commodities 
of their own country, at the expence of afking only for fuch of our Euro- 
pean articles as the feller demanded. . 

Our bufinefs in the hold being finifhed, the feamen were. employed. 
in a thorough examination of all the rigging; and although this was the * 
firft time, with ref{peét to the lower rigging, that an examination had taken 
place fince the fhip was commiffioned, we had the fatisfaétien of finding* 
it in much better condition than, from the trials it had endured, we | 
could reafonably have expected. 

Since the death of Whokaa, Kahowmotoo had not paid the leaft atten- 
tion to the Owhyhean ¢adoos; but as fimilar interdiétions were to take 
place on the 28th, on the ifland of Mowee, thefe he punctually ob-~ 
ferved; and on the following day Tamaahmaah alfo was again thus res 
ligioufly engaged; but as there were no prayers on this day, the people » 
at large feemed to be under little reftriétion. 

On thurfday we were favored with the company of Terree-my-tee, 
Crymamawo, Tanna, and fome other chiefs, from the diftant parts of the 
land. 

Their arrival had been m confequence of a fummons from the king, 
who had called the grand council of the ifland, on the fubjeét of its cef- 
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fion to the crown of Great Britain, which was unanimoufly defired. 
This important bufinefs, however, for which their attendance had 
been demanded, appeared to be of fecondary confideration to all of 
them; and the happinefs they expreffed on our return, together with 
their cordial behaviour, proved, beyond difpute, that our arrival at 
Owhyhee was the objeét moft conducive to the pleafure of their jour- 
ney. Even Jianna conduéted himfelf with an unufual degree of good 
humour ; but as neither he, nor his brother Nomatahah, from their 
turbulent, treacherous, and ungrateful difpofitions, were favorites 
amongft us, his humility, on this occafion, obtained him only the reputa- 
tion of poffeffing a very fuperior degree of art and duplicity. But as the 
principal objeét I had in view was to preferve the good underftanding 
that had been eftablifhed between us, and, if poffible, to fecure it on a 
permanent bafis, for the benefit of thofe who might fucceed us at thefe 
iflands, I waved all retrofpeftive confiderations, and treated Tianna with 
every mark of attention, to which his rank, as one of the fix provin- 
cial chiefs, intitled him, and with which, on all occafions, he appeared 
to be highly gratified. 

Thefe chiefs brought intelligence, that a quantity of timber which 
had been fent for at my requeft, was on its way hither; it had been cut 
down under the direétions of an Englifhman, whofe name was Boid, for- 
merly the mate of the {loop Wafhington, but who had relinquifhed that 
way of life, and had entered into the fervice of Tamaahmaah. He ap- 
peared in the charaéter of a fhipwright, and had undertaken to build, 
with thefe materials, a veffel for the king, after the European fafhion; 
but not having been regularly brought up to this bufinefs, both himfelf 
and his comrades, Young and Davis, were fearful of encountering too 
many difficulties ; efpecially as they were all much at a lofs in the firft out- 
fet, that of laying down the keel, and properly fetting up the frame; 
but could they be rightly affifted in thefe primary operations, Boid 
(who had the appearance of being very induftrious and ingenious) feem- 
ed to entertain no doubt of accomplifhing the reft of their underta- 
king. 
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This afforded me an opportunity of conferring on Tamaahmaah a fa- 


. vor that he valued far beyond every other obligation in my power to 


beltow, by permitting our carpenters to begin the veffel ; from whofe 
example, and the affiftance of thefe three engineers, he was in hopes that 
his people would hereafter be able to build boats and {mall veflels for 
themfelves. 

An ambition fo truly laudable, in one to whofe hofpitality and friend- 
fhip we had been fo highly indebted, and whofe good offices were daily 
adminiftering in fome way or other to our comfort, it was a grateful tafk 
to cherifh and promote; and as our carpenters had finifhed the re-equip- 
ment of the veffels, on the 1ft of february they laid down the keel, and 
began to prepare the frame work of His Owhyhean Majetty’s firft man 
of war. The length of its keel was thirty-fix feet, the extreme breadth 
of the veffel nine feet and a quarter, and the depth of her hold about five 
feet; her name was to be The Britannia, and was intended as a protection 
to the royal perfon of Tamaahmaah; and I believe few circumftances ia 
his life ever afforded him more folid fatisfaction. 

It was not very likely that our ftay would be fo protraéted, as to ak 
low our artificers to finifh the work they had begun, nor did the king 
feem to expect I fhould defer my departure hence for that purpofe; but 
confided in the affertion of Boid, that, with the affiftance we fhould af- 
ford him, he would be able to complete the veflel. 

In the evening a very ftri€t taboo Commenced ; it was called The taboo 
of the Hahcoo, and appertains to tKe taking of two particular kinds of 
fifh; one of which, amongft thefe iflanders, bears that name; thefe are 
not lawful to be taken at the fame time, for during thofe months that 
the one is permitted to be caught the other is prohibited. They are 
very punétual in the obfervance of this anniverfary, which is, exclu- 
fively of their days, months, and year, an additional means of dividing 
their time, or, perhaps, properly fpeaking, their feafons. The conti- 
nuance of this interdi€tion ought to have extended to ten days ; but as 
it 1s the prerogative of the king to fhorten its duration in any one 
particular diftri€t, he diretted on our account that in the diftrié& of 
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Akona it fhould ceafe with the mén on the morning of the 4th, and with 
the women on the day following. 

Mott of our effential Beant was nearly pena he to a conclufion by 
the 6th, and our remaining here for the accomplifhment of what yet re- 
mained to be done, was no longer an objet of abfolute neceflity ; yet 
I was induced to prolong our ftay in this comfortable fituation for two 
reafons ; firft, becaufe the plan of operations I intended to purfue, in the 
profecution of the remaining part of our furvey on the coaft of North- 
Weft America, did not require our repairing immediately to the north- 
ward ; and fecondly, becaufe our former experience amongft the other 
iflands had proved, that there was no profpeéct of obtaining that abundant 
fupply of refrefhments which Owhyhee afforded, even at the expence of 
arms and ammunition ; articles that humanity and policy had uniformly 
diétated me to with-hold, not only from thefe iflanders, but from every 
tribe of Indians with whom we had any concern. 

The completion of our furvey of thefe iflands required ftill the exami- 
nation of the north fides of Mowee, Woahoo, and Attowai; and re- 
ferving fufficient time for that purpofe, I determined to {pend here the 
reft I had to fpare, before we fhould proceed to the American coaft. 
This afforded an opportunity to Mr. Menzies and Mr. Baker, accom- 
panied by fome others of the gentlemen, to make another excurfion 1 in- 


to the country for the purpofe of afcending Mowna Roa, which now - 


appeared to be a tafk that was likely to be accomplifhed ; as we had under- 
{tood from the natives, that the attempt would be lefs difhcult from the 
fouth point of the ifland than from any other dire€tion. For this pur- 
pofe the party, furnifhed by Tamaahmaah with a large double canoe, 
and a fufficient number of people, under the orders of a fteady careful 
chief, fat out, in the confidence of receiving every afliftance and atten- 
tion that could be neceflary to render the expedition interefting and 
agreeable. 

The Dedalus being, in all refpetts, ready to depart for port Jackfon, 
Lieutenant Hanfon on the 8th received his orders from me for that pur- 


pofe, together with a copy of our furvey of the coaft of New Albion, 
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wget fouthward from Monterrey; and fuch difpatches for government as-I 

~~ thought proper to tranfmit by this conveyance, to the care of the com- 
manding officer at that port. 

Some plants of the bread fruit were alfo put on board, in order that 

Mr. Hanfon, in his way to New South Wales, fhould endeavour, in the 

event of his vifiting Norfolk ifland, to introduce there that moft valuable 


produétion of the vegetable kingdom. 


CHAPTER 
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Sequel of tranfattions at Karakakooa—Ceffion of the ifand of Owhyhee— 
Aftronomical and nautical obfervations. 


WHILST the re-equipment of the veffels was going forward in this 
hofpitable port, I had remained chiefly on board ; but having now little 
to attend to there, on funday I took up my abode at the encampment, 
highly to the fatisfaction of the king; who, for the purpofe of obtain- 
ing fuch knowledge as might hereafter enable him to follow the example 
of our artificers, had paid the ftri€teft attention to all their proceedings in 
the conftruétion of the Britannia. This had latterly fo much engaged him, 
that we had been favored with little of his company on board the veffels ; 
yet I had the fatisfaétion of refle€ting, that his having been occafionally 
with us, and conftantly in our neighbourhood, had been the means of 
reftraining the ill-difpofed, and of encouraging the very orderly and 
friendly behaviour that we had experienced from the inhabitants with- 
out the leaft interruption whatever. An uniform zeal direéted the con- 
du&t of every Indian, inthe performance of fuch offices of kindnefs as 
we appeared to ftand in need of, or which they confidered would be ac- 
ceptable; thefe were executed with fuch promptitude and cheerfulnefs, 
as to indicate that they confidered their labours amply repaid by our ac- 
ceptance of their fervices ;) yet I truft they were better rewarded than if 
they had afted on more interefted principles. 

Our reception and entertainment here by thefe unlettered people, 
who in general have been diftinguifhed by the appellation of favages, was 
fuch as, I believe, is feldom equalled by the moft civilized nations of 
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Europe, and made me no longer regret the inhofpitality we had met with 
at St. Francifco and Monterrey. The temporary ufe that we wifhed to 
make of a few yards of the American fhore, for our own convenience 
and for the promotion of {cience, was not here, as in New Albion, granted 
with reftri€tions that precluded our acceptance of the favor we folicited ; 
on the contrary, immediately on our arrival an ample {pace, protected 
by the moft facred laws of the’country,’ was appropriated to our fervice ; 
whilft thofe of our {mall community ‘whofe. inclinations led’ them into 
the interior parts of the ifland, either for recreation, or to examine its 
natural produétions, found their defires met and encouraged by the kind 
afliftance of Tamaahmaah, and their feveral purfuits rendered highly en- 
tertaining and agreeable, by the friendfhip and hofpitality which was 
fhewn them at every houfe in the courfe of their excurfions. 

A conduét fo difintereftedly noble, and uniformly obferved by fei un- 
tutored a race, will not fail to excite:a certain degree of regret, that 
the firft focial principles, teaching mutual fupport and univerfal bene- 
volence, fhould fo frequently, amongft civilized people, be facrificed to 
fufpicion, jealoufy, and diftruft. Thefe fentiments had undoubtedly 
very ftrongly operated againft us on a recent occafion; but had the gen- 
tleman, to whofe afliftance we appealed, but rightly confidered our pecu- 
liar fituation, he muft have been ‘convinced there could not have exifted a 
neceility for the unkind treatment he was pleafed to offer. to our little 
fquadron; and he would ‘have {pared me at this moment the unwelcome 
tafk of making this comparifon, by which the world will perceive what 
I muft have fel upon that occafion, © « 

A very ftri€t taboo was on this day to be enforced over all the ie 
and required that the refpeétive chiefs {hould retire to their own eftates, 
for the purpofe of rigidly obferving the attendant folemnities; which 
were to continue. two nights and one day. In the:event of the omen’s 
proving favorable, the chiefs would be permitted to eat of fuch pork as 
they might think proper to confecrate on this occafion; and high poory, 
that 1s, grand prayers would be performed; but fhould the omens be 
otherwile, the rites were inftantly to be fufpended, | 
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I had frequently expreffled to Tamaahmaah a defire of being prefent on 
fome of thefe o¢cafions; and he now informed me, that he had obtained 
~ for me the confent of the priefts, provided I would,. during the continu- 
ance of the interdi€tion, attend to all the reftri€tions which ‘their religion 
demanded. : 

Having readily promifed. to comply with this condition, I was with 
fome degree of formality vifited by feveral of the principals of their re- 
ligious order, one of whom was diftinguifhed by the appellation of 
Eakooa, no Tamaahmaah; meaning the god of Tamaahmaah. This 
prieft had been one of our frequent attendants, notwith{tanding which, 
he was, on this occafion, deteéted in ftealing a knife; for which offence he 
was immediately difmiffed from our party, and excluded from the: pre- 
cin&s of our encampment. | 

The reftraints impofed confifted chiefly in four particulars ; firft, a total 
feclufion from the company of the women; fecondly, partaking of no 
food but fuch as was previoufly confecrated ; thirdly, being confined to 
the land, and not being afloat, or wet with fea water; and fourthly, not 
receiving, or even touching, the moft trivial article from any one, who 
had not attended the ceremonies at the morai. 

Thefe reftri€tions were confidered neceflary to be obferved by the 
whole of our party refident on fhore; and about fun-fet we attended the 
fummons of the king at the morai, who was there officiating as high prieft, 
attended. by fome of the principal refidents of their religious: orders, 
chanting an invocation to the fetting fun. This was’ the commence- 
ment of thefe facred rites; but as I propofe to treat this fubjecét more 
fully on a future occafion, I fhall for the prefent poftpone the detail of 
my obfervations, and briefly ftate, that their prayers feemed to have 
fome regularity and form, and that they did not omit to pray for the 
welfare of His Britannic Majefty, and our fafe and happy return’ to’ our 
native country. A certain degree of order was perceptible througlh- 
out thefe ceremonies, accompanied by many fuperftitious and mytte- 
rious formalities; amongft which, a very principal one was performed 
about the dawn of day. At this time the moft profound filence was 
required of every creature within hearing of this facred: place.. The 
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king then repeated a prayer in a low tone of voice. with the greateft {o- 
lemnity, and in the middle of it he took,up.a live, pig. tied by, the. legs, 
and with one effort dafhed it to. death, agamft the ground; an operation 
which mutt be performed without the {mallet interruption or cry from 
the victim, or without the prevailing filence being broken by any noife 
whatfoever, though of the moft trivial kind.’ This. part of the fervice is 
fuppofed to.announce. their being on terms of friendfhip with the gods, 
on which the. further ceremonies were carried into, execution. . A, num- 
ber of hogs, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, were then confecrated for the 
principal chiefs and priefts; the more common, produétions, fuch as 
fifh, turtle; fowls, dogs, and the feveral efculent, roots, that compofe 
their food during the-interyals between thefe more; facred taboo’s, were 
not now ferved up, but for the firft time fince our. arrival, they fared 
fumptuoufly on thofe more delicious articles... The intermediate day 
and the fecond night were paffed. in prayer, during which we found no 
difficulty in complying ‘with the. prefcribed regulations; and foon after 
the fun arofe on the 14th, we were abfolved from any further attention 
to their facred injunctions, ; - 

Moft of our Indian friends returned to our party the following day ; 
and as we all now fed alike om-confecrated pork, they were enabled to 
be infinitely more fociable. Our mode of cookery was generally preferred, 
as far as related to the dreffing of fifh, flefh, or fowls; but with refpect to 
roots and the bread fruit, they certainly preferved a fuperiority. 

Tahowmotoo was amongft the moft conftant of our guefts; but his 
daughter, the difgraced queen, feldom vifited our fide of the bay. I 
was however not ignorant of her anxious defire for a reconciliation with 
Tamaahmaah; nor was the fame wifh to be mifunderftood in the con- 
duct and behaviour of the king, in whofe good opinion and confidence 
I had now acquired fuch a predominancy, that I became acquainted 
with his moft fecret inclinations and apprehenfions. 

His unfhaken attachment and unaltered affeGtion for Tahowmannoo, was 
confeffed with a fort of internal felf conviétion of her innocence. He 
acknowledged with great candour, that his own conduét had not been 
exactly fuch as warranted his having infifted upon a feparation from his - 
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queen; that although it could not authorize, it in fome meafure pleaded 
in excufe-for, her infidelity ; and, for his own, he alledged, that his high 
rank and fupreme authority was a fort of licence for fuch indulgences. 

An accommodation, which I confidered to be mutually wifhed by both 
parties, was urged in the flrongeft terms by the queen’s relations. To 
effeét this defirable purpofe, my interference was frequently folicited by 
them; and, as it concurred with my own inclination, I refolved on em- 
bracing the firft favorable opportunity to ufe my beft endeavours for 
bringing a reconciliation about. For although, on our former vifit, Ta- 
kowmannoo had been regarded with the moft favorable impreffions, yet, 
whether from her diftrefles, or becaufe fhe had really improved in her 
perfonal accomplifments, I will not take upon me to determine, but 
certain itis, that one, or both of thefe circumftances united, had fo far 
prepoffeffed us all in her favor, and no one more fo than myfelf, that 
it had been long the general wifh to fee her exalted again to her for- 
mer dignities. This defire was probably not a little heightened by the 
regard we entertained for the happinefs and repofe of our noble and 
generous friend Tamaahmaah ; who was likely to be materially affected 
not only in his domeftic comforts, but in his political fituation, by re- 
ceiving again and reinftating his confort in her former rank and confe- 
quence. 
_ I was convinced, beyond all doubt, that there were two or three 
of the moft confiderable chiefs of the ifland, whofe ambitious views 
were inimical to the interefts and authority of Tamaahmaah; and it was 
much to be apprehended, that if the earneft folicitations of the queen’s 
father (whole condition and importance was next in confequence to that 
of the king) fhould continue to be rejeéted, there could be little doubt of 
his adding great ftrength and influence to the difcontented and turbulent 
chiefs, which would operate highly to the prejudice, if not totally to the 
deftruétion, of Tamaahmaah’s regal power; efpecially as the adverfe party 
feemed to form a conflant oppofition, confiflting of a minority by no 
means tobe defpifed by the executive power, and which appeared to be 
a principal conftituent part of the Owhyhean politics. 
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fie _ For thefe fubftantial reafons, whenever he was difpofed to. liften to fuch 

_-~» difcourfe, I did'not ceafe to urge the importance and neceflity of his adopt- 
ing meafures fo highly effential to his happinefs as a man, and to his pow- 
er, intereft, and authority as the fupreme chief of the ifland. All this he 
candidly acknowledged ; but his pride threw impediments in the way of a 
reconciliation which were hard to be removed. He would not of himfelf 
become the immediate agent ; and although he confidered it important 
that the negociation fhould be conduéted by fome one of the principal 
chiefs in his fulleft confidence, yet, to folicit their good offices after 
having rejetted their former overtures with difdain, was equally hard to 
reconcile to his feelings. I {tood nearly in the fame fituation with his 
favorite friends; but being thoroughly convinced of the fincerity of 
his wifhes, I fpared him the mortification of foliciting the offices he 
had reje€ted, by again proffering my fervices. To this he inftantly con- 
fented, and obferved'that no propofal could have met his mind fo 
completely ; fince, by effeéting a reconciliation through my friend{hip, 
no umbrage’ could: be taken ‘at his having declined the feveral offers 
of his countrymen, by any of the individuals ; whereas, had this objeét 
been accomplifhed by any one of the chiefs, it would probably have 
occafioned jealoufy and difcontent in the minds of the others. 

All, however, was not yet complete; the apprehenfion that fome 
conceffion might be fuggefted, or expeéted on his part, preponderated 
againft every other confideration; and he would on no account con- 
fent, that it fhould appear that he had been privy to the bufinefs, or 
that it had been by his defire that a negociation had been undertaken 
for this happy purpofe, but that the whole fhould have the appearance 
of being purely the refult of accident. 

To this end it was determined, that I fhould invite the queen, with 
feveral of her relations and friends, on board the Difcovery, for the pur- 
pofe of prefenting them with fome trivial matters, as tokens of my friend- 
fhip and regard; and that, whilft thus employed, our converfation fhould’ 
be direéted to afcertain, whether an accommodation was ftill an object 
defired. That on this appearing to be the general wilh, Tamaahmaak 
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would inftantly repair on board in a hafty manner, as if he had forne- 


thing extraordinary to communicate; that I fhould appear to rejoice at 


this accidental meeting, and by inftantly uniting their dnids} bring the | 


reconciliation to pafs without the leaft difcuffion or explanation on ei- 
ther fide. But from his extreme folicitude left he fhould in any degree be 
fufpe&ted of being concerned in this previous arrangement, a difficulty 
arofe how to make him acquainted with the refult of the propofed con- 
Seifation on board, which could not be permitted by a verbal meflage ; 
at length after fome thought he took up two pieces of paper, and of his 
own accord made certain marks with a pencil on each of them, and then 
delivered them to me. The difference of thefe marks he could well re- 
colleét; the one was to indicate, that the refult of my inquiries was agree- 
able to his wifhes, and the other that it was the contrary. In the 
event of my making ufe of the former, he propofed that it fhould not be 
fent on fhore fécretly, but in an open and declared manner, and by way 
of a joke, as a prefent to his Owhyhean majefty. The natural gaiety of 
difpofition which generally prevails amongtt thefe iflanders, would render 
this fuppofed difappointment of the king a fubje& for mirth, would in 
fome degree prepare the company for his vifit, and completely do away 
every idea of its being the effeét of a preconcerted meafure. 

This plan was accordingly carried into execution on the following 
monday. Whilft the queen and her party, totally ignorant of the contri- 
vance, were receiving the compliments I had intended them, their good 
humour and pleafantry were infinitely heightened by the jeft I propofed to 
pafs upon the king, in fending him a piece of paper only, carefully 
wrapped up in fome cloth of their own manufaéture, accompanied by a 
meflage ; importing, that as I was then in the aft of diftributing favors 
to my Gwhyhean friends, I had not been unmindful of his majefty. 

Tamaahmaah no fooner received the fummons, than he haftened on 
board, and with his ufual vivacity exclaimed before “he made his ap- 
pearance, that he was come to thank me for the prefent I had fent 
him, and for my goodnefs in not having forgotten ‘him on this occa- 
fon. This was heard by every one ‘1 the cabin before he entered; and 
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all feemed to enjoy’the joke except the poor queen, who appeared to be 
much agitated at the idea of being again in his prefence. The inftant 
that he faw. her his countenance expreffed great furprize, he became im- 
mediately filent, and attempted to retire; but having pofted mytelf for 
the efpecial purpofe of preventing his departure, I caught his hand, and 
joining it with the queen’s, their reconciliation was inftantly completed. 
This was fully demonftrated, not only by the tears that involuntarily 
{tole down the cheeks of both as they embraced each other, and mutu- 
ally expreffed the fatisfattion they experienced; but by the behaviour 
of every individual prefent, whofe feelings on the occafion were not to 
be repreffed; whilft their fenfibility teftified the happinefs which this ap- 
parently fortuitous event had produced, 

A fhort paufe produced by an event fo unexpetted, was fucceeded 
by the fort of good humour that fuch a happy circumftance would 
naturally infpire; the converfation foon became general, cheerful, and 


‘lively, in which the artifice imagined to have been impofed upon the 


king bore no {mall fhare. A little refrefhment from a few glaffles of wine, 
concluded the fcene of this fuccefsful meeting. 

After the queen had acknowledged in the moft grateful terms the 
weighty obligations fhe felt for my fervices on this oceafion, I was fur- 
prized by her faying, juft as we were all preparing to go on fhore, that 
fhe had ftill a very great favor to requeft; which was, that I fhould 
obtain from Tamaahmaah a folemn promife, that on her return to his 
habitation he would not beat her. The great cordiality with which the 
reconciliation had taken place, and the happinefs that each of them had 
continued to exprefs in confequence of it, led me at firft to confider 
this intreaty of the queen’s as a matter of jeft only; but in this I was 
miftaken, for notwithftanding that Tamaahmaah readily complied with 
my folicitation, and affured me nothing of the kind fhould take place, 
yet Tahowmannoo would not be fatisfied without my accompanying them 
home to the royal refidence, where I had the pleafure of feeing her re- 
ftored to all her former honours, and privileges, highly to the fatisfaction 
of all the king’s friends; but to the utter mortification of thofe, who, by 
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their fcandalous reports and mifreprefentations, had beef the caufe of i 


the unfortunate feparation. 

The domefiic affairs of Tamaahmaah having thus taken fo happy a 
turn, his mind was more at liberty for political confiderations ; and the 
ceflion of Owhyhee to His Britannic Majefty became now an object of 
his ferious concern. On my former vifit it had been frequently men- 
tioned, but was at that time difapproved of by fome of the leading 
chiefs; who contended, that they ought not voluntarily to furrender 
themfelves, or acknowledge their fubjeGtion, to the government of a 
fuperior foreign power, without being ¢ompletely convinced that fuch 
power would proteé&t them againft the ambitious views of remote or 
neighbouring enemies. During our abfence this fubjeét had been molt 
ferioufly difcuffed by the chiefs in the ifland, and the refult of their de- 
liberations was, an unanimous opinion, that, in order to obtain the pro- 
te¢tion required, it was important that Zamaahmaah fhould make the 
furrender in queftion, formally to me, on the part of His Majefty ; that 
he fhould acknowledge himfelf and people as fubjeéts of the Britifh 
crown; and that they fhould fupplicate that power to guard them againft 
any future moleftation. 

To this a& they were greatly ftimulated by the treatment they had 
received from various ftrangers, by whom they had been lately vifited. 
Of fome of thefe I was well perfuaded they had had too juft caufe to 
complain ; particularly in the fraudulent and deceitful manner in which 
- the traffic with the natives had been conduéted. | 

In many inftances, no compenfation whatever had been given by thefe 
civilized vifitors, after having been fully fupplied, on promife of making 
an ample return, with the feveral refrefhments of the very beft quality the 
country afforded. At other times they had impofed upon the inhabi- 
tants, by paying them in commodities of no fervice or value, though 
their defects were indete€table by the examination of the natives. This was 
more particularly the cafe in thofe articles which they were moft eager 
to obtain, and moft defirous to poffefs, namely, arms and ammunition ; 
which chiefly compofed the merchandize of the North-Weft American 
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raiot, adventurers. Mufkets and piftols were thus exchanged that burft on 
being difcharged the firft time, though with the proper loading.’ To 
augment the quantity of gunpowder which was fold, it was mixed with 
an equal, if nota larger, proportion of pounded fea or char-coal. Se- 
veral of thefe fire-arms, and fome of the powder, were produced for my 
infpeétion in this fhameful ftate, and with the hope that I was able to 
afford them redrefs. 

Many very bad accidents had happened by the burfting of thefe fire 
arms; one inftance in particular came within our knowledge a few days 
after our arrival. A very finé a€tive young chief had lately purchafed 
a mufket, and on his trying its effe@, with a common charge of 
powder, it burft; and he not only loft fome of the joints of his fingers 
on the left hand, but his right arm below the ‘elbow, was otherways fo 
dangeroufly wounded, that, had it not been for the timely affiftance 
afforded him by fome of our gentlemen of the faculty, his life would have 
been in imminent danger. 

The putting fire-arms into the hands of uncivilized people, is at 
beft very bad policy ; but when they are given in an imperfeét and in* 
fufficient condition for a valuable confideration, it 1s not only infamouf: 
ly fraudulent, but barbarous and inhuman. Notwithftanding which, 
fhould thefe inhabitants refort to meafures of revenge for the injuries 
thus fuftained, they would be immediately ftigmatized with the epi- 
thets of favages and barbarians, by the very people who had been the 
original caufe of the violence they might think themfelves juftified in 
committing. : , 

Under a convittion of the importance of thefe iflands to Great Britain, 
in the event of an extenfion of her commerce over the pacific ocean, and in 
return for the effential fervices we had derived from the excellent ‘pro¢ 
du€tions of the country, and the ready affiftance of ‘its inhabitants, I loft 
no opportunity for encouraging their friendly difpofitions towards” us: 
notwithftandmg the difappointments they had met from the traders, for 
whofe condu& I could invent no apology ; endeavouring to imprefs them 
with the idea, that, on fubmitting to the authority and’ prote€tion of a 
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fuperior power, they might reafonably expe they would in future be 
lefs lable to fuch abufes. » ‘s 

The long continued praétice of all civilized nations, of claiming the 
fovereignty and territorial right of newly difcovered countries, had here- 
tofore been affumed in confequence only of priority of feeing, or of vi- 
fiting fuch parts of the earth as were unknown before; but in the cafe of 
Nootka a material alteration had taken place, and great ftrefs had been 
laid on the ceffion that Maquinna was. {tated to have made of the village 
and friendly cove to Sen" Martinez. Notwithftanding that on the 
principles of the ufage above ftated, no difpute could have arifen as to 
the priority of claim that England had to the Sandwich iflands; yet I 
confidered, that the voluntary refignation of thefe territories, by the 
formal furrender of the king and the people to the power and authority 
of Great Buitain, might probably be the means of eftablifhing an incon- 
trovertible right, and of preventing any altercation with other ftates 
hereafter. 

Under thefe impreffions, and on a due confideration of all circum- 
{tances, I felt it to be an incumbent duty to accept for the crown of 
Great. Britain the proffered, ceffion; and I had therefore ftipulated that 
it fhould be made in the moft unequivocal and public manner. | 

For this purpofe all the principal chiefs had been fummoned from 
the different parts of the ifland, and moft of them had long fince ar- 
rived in our neighbourhood. They had all become extremely well 
fatisfied with the treatment they had received from us; and were high- 
ly fenfible of the advantages they derived from our introducing amongft 
them only fuch things as were in{trumental to their comfort, inftead 
of warlike ftores and implements, which only contributed to ftrength- 
en the animofities that exifted between one ifland and another, and 
enabled the turbulent and ambitious chiefs to become formidable to 
the ruling power. They feemed in a great meafure to comprehend 
the nature of our employment, and made very proper diftin¢ctions be- 
tween our little f{quadron, and the trading veffels by which they had 
been. fo frequently vifited; that thefe were engaged in purfuits for 
the private emolument of the individuals concerned, whilft thole un- 
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der my command ated under the authority of a benevolent monarch, 
whofe chief objeét in fending us amongft them was to render them 
more peaceable in their intercourfe with each other; to furnifh them 
with fuch things as could contribute to make them a happier people; 
and to afford them an opportunity of becoming more refpeétable in the 
eyes of foreign vifitors. 

Thefe ideas at the fame time naturally fuggefted to them the belief, that 
it might be in my power to leave the Chatham at Owhyhee for their 
future protection; but on being informed that no fuch meafure could 
poflibly be adopted on the prefent occafion, they feemed content to wait 
with patience, in the expe€tation that fuch attention and regard might 
hereafter be fhewn unto them; and in the full confidence that, according 
to my promife, I would reprefent their fituation and condu& in the 
moft faithful manner, and in the true point of view that every circum- 
ftance had appeared to us. 

Thefe people had already become acquainted with four commercial 
nations of the civilized world; and had been given to underftand, that 
feveral others fimilar in knowledge and in power exifted in thofe diftant 
regions from whence thefe had come. This information, as may rea- 
fonably be expetted, fuggefted the apprehenfion, that the period was 
not very remote when they might be compelled to fubmit to the autho- 
rity of fome one of thefe fuperior powers; and under that impreffion, 
they did not hefitate to prefer the Englifh, who had been their firft and 
conftant vifitors. 

The formal furrender of the ifland had been delayed in confequence 
of the abfence of two principal chiefs. Commanow, the chief of Aheedoo, 
was not able to quit the government and proteétion of the northern and 
eaftern parts of the country, though it had been fuppofed he might have 
delegated his authority to fome one of lefs importance than himfelf; but: 
after fome meffages had paffed between this chief and Tamaahmaai, it 
appeared that it had not been poflible to difpenfe with his prefence in 
thofe parts of the ifland. 

The other abfentee was Tamaahmotoo, chief of Koarra, the perfon 
that had captured the Fair American {chooner, and with whom I was 
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not ambitious to have much acquaintance.) Since that»perfidious me- pat 
lancholy tranfaGtion, he had never-ventured near dny:veffel that:had viz “—.-— 
fited thefe fhores ; this had been greatly to the*prejudice-of his intereft, 
and had occafioned him inconceivable chagrin and»mortification. Of 
this he repeatedly complained to Tamaahmaah on our former vifit ; and 
then, as now, folicited the king’s good offices with me to obtain an ans 
terview, and permiffion for his people to refort to the veffels, for the fake 
of fharing in the fuperior advantages which our traffic afforded. | But, to 
{thew my utter abhorrence of his treacherous character, and as a punifh- 
ment for his unpardonable cruelty to. Mr. Metcalf and his crew, I had hi- 
therto indignantly refufed every application that had been:made in his fa- 
vor. When, however, I came ferioufly to refleét.on all the-circumftances 
that had attended our reception and treatment at this ifland, on our for- 
mer vifit and on the prefent occafion; when I had reference to the 
fituation and condition of thofe of our countrymen refident amongit 
them; and when I recolleéted that my own counfel and advice had 
always been direéted fo to operate on their hafty violent tempers, as to 
induce them to fubdue their animofities, by exhorting them to a forgivenefs 
of paft injuries, and proving to them how much their real happinefs de- 
pended upon a ftriét adherence to the rules of good fellowfhip towards 
each other, and the laws of hofpitality towards all fuch ftrangers as 
might vifit their fhores, I was thoroughly convinced, that implacable 
refentment, or unrelenting anger, exhibited in my own practice, 
would ill accord with the precepts I had endeavoured to inculcate for 
the regulation of theirs ; and that the adoption of conciliatory meafures, 
after having evinced, by a difcrimination of characters, my averfion to 
wicked‘or unworthy perfons, was moft confiftent with my duty as a man, 
and with the ftation I then filled. 

In order therefore to eftablifh, more firmly, if pofible, the friendfhip 
that had fo mutually taken place, and fo uninterruptedly fubfifted, 
between ~us, I determined, by an att of oblivion in my own mind, to 
efface all former injuries and offences. To this end, and to fhew 
that my conduct was governed by the principles I profefled, at the re- 
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queft of Tianna and fome other chiefs I admitted the man amongtft us, 
who was reputed to be the firft perfon who had ftabbed Captain Cook, 
and gave leave alfo to Pareca* to vifit the veffels ; who during the late 
contefts had been reduced from his former rank and fituation, and was 
at this time refident on an eftate belonging to Kahowmotoo on the eatt- 

ern part of the ifland, in a very low and abject condition. 
Tamaahmotoo had already fuffered very materially in his intereft, and 
had fenfibly felt the indignity offered to his pride, in being excluded 
from our fociety, debarred the gratification of his curiofity, and the 
high entertainment which his brethren had partaken at our tables, and 
in our company. I gave Tamaahmaah to underftand, that thefe confi- 
derations, in conjunétion with his repeated folicitations, had induced me 
no longer to regard Tamaahmotoo as undeferving forgivenefs, and to al- 
low of his paying us the compliments he had fo repeatedly requefted ; 
provided that he would engage, in the moft folemn manner, that neither 
himfelf nor his people (for he generally moved with a numerous train 
of attendants) would behave in any manner fo as to difturb the fubfifting 
harmony of our prefent fociety, nor conduét themfelves, in future, but 
with a due regard to honefty, and the principles of hofpitality. | 
To thefe conditions I was given to underfltand, Tamaahmotoo would 
fubfcribe without a murmur; and, on their being imparted to him, I 
received in reply a moft humble and fubmiflive anfwer, that he would 
forfeit his own exiftence if any mifdemeanor, either on the part of 
himfelf, or of any of his followers, fhould be committed. The diftrié 
over which his authority regularly extended, was the next diftriét 
immediately to the northward of us; but his apprehenfions left we 
{hould retaliate the injuries he had done to others, had induced him 
to retire to the eaftern parts of Amakooa, as being the moft remote 
from our ftation. His progrefs towards Karakakooa, fince his vifit 
had been permitted, had been very flow; and as he had advanced 
he had frequently fent forward meffengers, to inquire if I ftill conti- 
nued the fame friendly difpofition towards him; and to requeft that I 
would return a renewal of my promifes, that he fhould be received in the 
fame 
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fame friendly manner as I had engaged myfelf he fhould to Tamaahmaah. 
Having no intention whatever to depart from this obligation, I felt no 
difficulty in repeating thefe affurances as often as they were demanded. 

My promifes, however, were not fufficient to remove his fufpicions, 
or to fix his confidence; but on his way he {topped at every moral, 
there made facrifices, and confulted the priefts as to what was portended 
in his vifit by the omens on thefe occafions. At firft they had been 
very unfavorable, but as he advanced the prognofticks had become more 
agreeable to his wifhes ; and at length, in the morning of the 19th, he 
appeared in great pomp, attended by a numerous fleet of large canoes 
that could not contain lefs than a thoufand perfons, all paddling with 
{ome order into the bay, round its northern point of entrance. 

Tamaahmaah was at this time with me, and gave me to underfland, 
that Tamaahmotoo generally went from place to place in the ftyle and 
manner he now difplayed, and that he was the proudeft man in the whole 
iland. 

After the fleet had entered the bay, its courfe was flowly directed to- 
wards the veilels; but on a meflage being fent from me, defiring that 
Tamaahmotoo and his party would take up their refidence at Kowrowa, 
he inftantly retired with his fleet, and foon afterwards, accompanied by 
Tamaahmaah, and feveral of the principal chiefs, he vifited the encamp- 
ment. At this time I happened to be abfent, but on my return I found 
him feated in our marquee, with feveral of our intimate friends, and 
fome f{trangers, who were all in the greateft good humour imaginable, 
and exhibiting a degree of compofure that the favage defigning counte- 
nance of Tamaahmotoo could not even affe€t. Not the leaft difficulty 
could arife in diftinguifhing this chief from the reft of the company, as 
his appearance and deportment were a complete contraft to the furround- 
ing group, and confirmed in our opinions the unworthinefs of his cha- 
racter, and every report to his difadvantage that had been circulated by 
his countrymen. 

Our firft falutation being over, he caught the earlieft opportunity to offer 
an apology for the offence that had fo juftly kept us ftrangers to each 
other. He complained of having been very ill treated by the crews of 
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fome veffels that had vifited Toeaigh bay, and particularly of his having 
been beaten by Mr. Metcalf, commanding the Eleonora, at the time when 
his fon, who afterwards had the command: of the Fair American, was 
on board the former veffel ; and alledged, that the indignities he then re- 
ceived had ftimulated him to have recourfe to the favage barbarity, before 
recited, towards the younger Mr. Metcalf and his people, by a fentiment 
of refentment and revenge; but that he entertained no fuch wicked 
defigns againft any one elfe; and that his future behaviour, and that of 
his dependants, would confirm the truth of the proteftations he then _ 
made. After calling upon the feveral chiefs to vouch for the fincerity 
of his intentions, and making every conceffion that could be expetted 
of him for his late unpardonable conduét, his apprehenfions feemed to 
fubfide, as his friends appeared to give him credit for his affertions, and 
came forward as fureties for the propriety of his future behaviour. 

This fubject having been fully difcuffed, and concluded, I fhook Ta- 
maahmotoo by the hand as a token of my forgivenefs and reconcilia- 
tion; and on confirming this friendly difpofition towards him by pre- 
fenting him with a few ufeful articles, approbation and applaufe were 
evidently marked in the countenance of every one prefent. 

By the time this conciliatory interview was at an’end, the dinner was 
announced; and as our confecrated pork was exhaufted, Tamaahmaah 
had taken care to provide.fuch a repait, confifting of dogs, fith, fowls, 
and vegetables, as was fuitable to the keen appetites of our numerous 
guefts. The day was devoted to mirth and feflivity ; and the king, | 
Terrymitee, Tabowmotoo, Tianna, and, indeed, all our old acquaintances, 
took their wine and grog with great cheerfulnefs, and in their jokes did 
not fpare our new vifitor Tamaahmotoo, for his awkwardnefs and ungrace- 
ful manners at table. 

The glafs went freely round after dinner; and as this ceremony was 
completely within the reach of Tamaahmotoo's imitation, he was anxious. 
to excel in this accomplifhment, by drinking with lefs referve than any 
one at table. I thought it proper to remind him, that as he was not in 
ihe habit of drinking fpirituous liquors like Tamaahmaah and the other 
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chiefs prefent, it was neceflary he fhould be upon his guard, left the 
wine and grog fhould difagree with him ; but as his {pirits became ex- 
hilarated he became lefs attentive to thefe admonitions, until the ope- 
ration of the liquors obliged him to retire. In this ftate it 1s not 
poffible to imagine a countenance more expreffive of indignation, or 
of favage barbarity and refentment; his eyes were fixed on me as he 
was carried out of the marquee, whilft his tongue, no longer con- 
fined within his lips, indiftinétly uttered atloou-annt, fignifying that I 
had poifoned him; and fome prefent, even of our old acquaintance, 
feemed to be a little concerned for his fafety. The king, however, 
laughed at their apprehenfion, and explained to,them the caufe of Ta- 
maahmotoo’s indifpofition, which, by the affiftance of a little warm water, 
was almoft inftantly removed, and he re-joined our party, to the great 
entertainment and diverfion of his countrymen, who were {till very 
pleafantly regaling themfelves, and in the perfect enjoyment of each 
other’s fociety. 

In the front of the marquee, feated on the ground, were two or three 
of Tamaahmotoo’s moft confidential friends and conftant attendants. The 
behaviour of thefe people, on their mafter being taken from table, fud- 
denly changed, from the moft unreferved vivacity to a fufpicious filence ; 
their eyes fparkled, and their countenances were expreflive of diftruft 
and refentment; one of them in particular, who I had not obferved 
before to be armed, had with him a dagger, made out of the broad part 
of an iron fpit, which he handled with great agitation, and feemed to 
be more than half inclined to make ufe of it, to gratify the revenge 
that was ftruggling within his breaft. This man contended, in a fhort 
converfation with Tamaahmaah, that Tamaahmotoo had been given a dif- 
ferent bottle to drink out of from the reft of the company ; but on the 
king and other perfons drinking fome wine from the fame bottle, he be- 
came pacified ; and the recovery of the intoxicated chief completely did 
away his fufpicions of our having entertained. towards his mafter any un- 
favorable intentions. 

On this accafion, however, I could not avoid reflecting, how imdil- 
penfably neceffary it is, that the greateft circumfpeftion and caution 
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peek fhould be obferved in our intercourfe with fuch ftrangers, unaccuftomed 
— to our manners and way of life; becaufe it may frequently happen, that 
the moft difaftrous and fatal confequences may arife from caufes the 
leaft to be apprehended, and in themfelves of the moft innocent nature. 
Notwithftanding that in the inftance before us nothing uncomfortable 
took place, yet I was firmly perfuaded that we were greatly indebted for 
our tranquillity, on this occafion, to the great refpeét and efteem which 
our conduct towards thefe people had previoufly infured us; but had 
it unfortunately fo happened, that Tamaahmotoo had died under the ef. 
fe€ts of the liquor to which his conftitution was unufed, and of which 
he had drank inordinately, our having poifoned him would have been 
generally received as a fa€&t; whence the natives, naturally concluding that 
we had been guilty of the moft unwarrantable treachery, they would have 
been pardonable in feeking revenge; and under fuch impreffions ought 
rather to have been confidered as intitled to our pity for being miftaken ; 
than to our refentment for any acts of injury which the mifunderftand- 
ing might have occafioned, 

The convocation of the principal chiefs of the ifland by the royal man- 
date, failed not to affemble at the fame time moft of the perfons of confe- 
quence of both fexes, who took up their refidence in our immediate neigh- 
bourhood; which became fo populous, that there was f{carcely a place 
where a temporary habitation could be ereéted that remained unoccupied, 
efpecially in the vicinity of the two principal villages of Kakooa and Kow- 
rowa. Their numbers amounted now to feveral thoufands, whofe 
cheerful good humour, eagernefs to oblige, and orderly behaviour, could 
not be furpaffed by the inhabitants of the moft civilized country. The 
days paffed pleafantly to thofe who devoted them to innocent amufe- 
ments, and profitably to others who were engaged in bartering away the 

; merchandize they had brought, to exchange for our more valuable com- 
modities; whilft thofe of our fociety who extended their recreation on 
fhore, beyond the limits of the bay, were received with the greateft hof- 
pitality, and entertained with the general amufements of the country ; 
which rendered thefe excurfions not lefs interefting than contributory to 
health. 

The evenings were generally clofed with finging and dancing, and the 
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nights were as quiet as the moft orderly towns in Europe; though it was 
a late hour moft commonly before they retired to reft. The {pace be- 
tween fun-fet and that time was employed by fome parties in focial con- 
verfation, and by others at various games of chance; and I did not ob- 
ferve a fingle inftance in which thefe were conducted, even by the lofers, 
but with the greateft temper and good humour. 

Defirous of being conftantly upon the {pot, left any untoward circum- 
ftance fhould arife to interrupt the happinefs we enjoyed, my excurfions 
were confined to a {mall diftance from our encampment. This however 
did not preclude my attending fome of their evening amufements in our 
neighbourhood. At one of which, in particular, I was very well enter- 
tained. 

This was a performance by a fingle young woman of the name of 
Puckoo, whofe perfon and manners were both very agreeable. Her 
drefs, notwith{tanding the heat of the weather, confifted of an immenfe 
quantity of thin cloth, which was wound round her waift, and extended 
as low as her knees. This was plaited in fuch a manner as to give a 
pretty effect to the variegated pattern of the cloth; and was otherways 
difpofed with great tafte. Her head and neck were decorated with 
wreaths of black, red, and yellow feathers; but excepting thele {he wore 
no drefs from the waift upwards. Her ancles, and nearly half way up 
her legs, were decorated with feveral folds of cloth, widening upwards, 
fo that the upper parts extended from the leg at leaft four inches all 
round; this was encompaffed by a piece of net work, wrought very 
clofe, from the mefhes of which were hung the fmall teeth of dogs, giv- 
ing this part of her drefs the appearance of an ornamented funnel. On 
her wrifts fhe wore bracelets made of the tufks from the largeft hogs. 
Thefe were highly polifhed and fixed clofe together in a ring, the 
concave fides of the tufks being outwards; and their ends reduced toa 
uniform length, curving naturally each way from the center, were by no 
means deftitute of ornamental effect. 

Thus equipped, her appearance on the ftage, before fhe uttered a fin- 
gle word, excited confiderable applaufe from the numerous fpeétators, 
who obferved the greateft good order and decorum. In her perform- 
ance, which was in the open air, fhe was accompanied by two men, 
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who were feated on the ground in the charaéter of muficians. ‘Their 
inftruments were both alike, and were made of the outfides or fhells of 
large gourds, open at the top; the lower ends ground perfeétly flat, and 
as thin as poflible, without endangering their fplitting. Thefe were 
{truck on the ground, covered with a {mall quantity of dried grafs, and 
in the interval between each ftroke, they beat with their hands and 
fingers on the fides of thefe inftruments, to accompany their vocal ex- 
ertions, which, with the various motions of their hands and body, and 
the vivacity of their countenances, plainly demonftrated the intereft they 
had, not only in excelling in their own parts, but alfo in the applaufe 
which the lady acquired by her performance, advancing or retreating 
from the muficians a few fhort fteps in various directions, as the nature 
of the fubje&t, and the numerous geftures and motions of her perfon 
demanded. Her fpeech, or poem, was firft began in a flow, and fomewhat 
folemn manner, and gradually became energetic, probably as the fubjeé& 
matter became interefting; until at length, like a true aétrefs, the liveli- 
nefs of her imagination produced a vociferous oration, accompanied by 
violent emotions. Thefe were received with fhouts of great applaufe; 
and although we were not fufficiently acquainted with the language to 
comprehend the fubje€t, yet we could not help being pleafed in a 
high degree with the performance. ‘The mufic and finging was by no 
means difcordant or unpleafing; many of the aétions feemed to be 
well adapted, and the attitudes exhibited both tafte and elegance. The 
fatisfaction we derived at this public entertainment, was greatly in- 
creafed by the refpeétful reception we met from all parties, as well per- 
formers as fpetiators, who appeared to be infinitely more delighted by 
our plaudits, than by the liberal donations which we made on the oc- 
cafion. 

Thefe amufements had hitherto been confined to fuch limited 
performances; but this afternoon was to be~dedicated to one of a 
more {plendid nature, in which fome ladies of confequence, attendants 
on the court of Yamaahmaah, were to perform the principal parts. 
Great pains had been taken, and they had gone through many private 


rehearfals, in order that the exhibition this evening might be worthy of 
the 
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the public attention; on the conclufion of which I purpofed by a difplay 


of fire-works, to make a return for the entertainment they had afforded —— 


us. 

About four o’clock, we were informed it was time to attend the royal 
dames ; their theatre, or rather place of exhibition, was about a mile to 
the fouthward of our tents, in a fmall fquare, furrounded by houfes 
and fheltered by trees; a fituation’ as well chofen for the performance, 
as for the accommodation of the fpectators; who, on a moderate com- 
putation, could not be eftimated at lefs than four thoufand, of all ranks 
and defcriptions of perfons. 

A difference in point of drefs had been opts wea" in the audience at 
the former entertainment, but on this occafion every one fhone forth 
in the beft apparel that could be procured; thofe who had been fuccefs- 
ful in their commercial tranfa€tions with:us, did not fail to appear in 
the beft attire they had procured ; and fuch as were deftitute of Euro- 
pean articles, had exerted their genius to fubftitute the manufacture and 


produétions of their own country in the moft fafhionable and advanta- 


geous manner. Feathered ruffs, or gartering tape in wreaths, adorned 
the ladies’ heads, and were alfo worn as necklaces; red cloth, printed 
linen, or that of their own manufaéture, conftituted the lower garment, 
which extended from the waift to the knees. The men likewife had 
put on their beft maros; fo that the whole. prefented a very gay and 
lively fpeétacle. 

On our arrival, fome of ot our friends were pleafed to be a little jocular 
with our appearance at fo unfafhionable an hour, having come much 
too early for the reprefentation; but as we were admitted into the green 
room amongft the performers, our time was not unpleafantly engaged. 
The drefs of the aétreffes was fomething like that worn by Puckoo, 
though made of fuperior materials, and difpofed with more tafte and 
elegance. A very confiderable quantity of their fineft cloth was pre- 
pared for the occafion; of this their lower garment was formed, which 
extended from their waift half way down their legs, and was fo plaited 
as to appear very much like a hoop petticoat. This feemed the moft 
difficult part of their drefs to adjuft, for Tamaahmaah, who was confidered 
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to be a profound critic, was frequently appealed to by the women; and his 
direGtions were implicitly followed in many little alterations. - Inftead of 
the ornaments of cloth and net-work decorated with dogs’ teeth, thefe la- 
dies had each a green wreath made of a kind of bind weed,. twifted together 
in different parts like a rope, which was wound round from tbe ankle, 
nearly to the lower part of the petticoat.. On their wrifts they wore no 
bracelets nor other ornaments, but acrofs their necks and {houlders were 
green fafhes, very nicely made, with the broad leaves of the tee, a plant 
that produces a very lufcious {weet root, the fize of a yam*. This part 
of their drefs was put on the laft by each of the a¢treffes; and the party 
being now fully attired, the king and queen, who had been prefent the 
re aes time of their dreffing, were obliged to withdraw, greatly to the 
mortification of the latter, who would gladly have taken her part as a 
performer, in which fhe was reputed to excel very highly. But the royal 
pair were compelled to retire, even from the exhibition, as they are pro- 
hibited by law from attending fuch amufements, excepting on the feftiyal 
of the new year. Indeed, the performance of this day was contrary to 

the eftablifhed rules of the ifland, but being intended as a compliment to 

us, the innovation was admitted. | 

As their majefties withdrew, the ladies of rank, and the principal 

chiefs, began to make their appearance... The reception of the former. 
by the multitude was marked by a degree of refpeét that I had not be- 

fore feen amongft any inhabitants of the countries in the pacific ocean. 

The audience affembled at this time were {tanding in. rows, from fifteen 

to twenty feet deep, fo clofe as to touch each other; but thefe ladies no 

fooner approached their rear, in any accidental direction, than a paflage 

was inftantly made for them and their attendants to pafs through in the 

moft commodious manner to their refpettive flations, where itis feated . 
themfelves on the ground, which was covered with mats, in.the moft adyvan- : 
tageous fituation for feeing and hearing the performers. Moft of thefe la- 

dies were of a corpulent form, which, aflifted by their ftately gait, the” 
dignity with which they moved, and the number of their pages, who fol-' 
lowed with fans to court the refrefhing breeze, or with fly -flaps to dif. ; 
perfe the offending infeéts, sare tas their confequence as the wives, 
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daughters, fifters, or other near relations of the principal chiefs; who how- 
ever experienced no fuch marks of refpeét or attention themfelves ;_ being 
obliged to make their way through the fpeétators in the beft manner they 
were able. 

The time devoted to the decoration of the a€treffles extended beyond 
the limits of the quiet patience of the audience, who exclaimed two or 
three times, from all quarters, “ Hoorah, hoorah, poaliealee,” fignifying, 
that it would be dark and black night before the performance would be- 
gin. But the audience here, like fimilar ones in other countries, attend- 
ing with a pre-difpofition to be pleafed, was in good humour, and was 
eafily appeafed, by the addrefs of our faithful and devoted friend Try- 


whookee, who was the conduétor of the ceremonies, and fole manager on’ 


this occafion. He came forward, and apologized by a fpeech that pro- 
duced a general laugh, and caufing the mufic to begin, we heard no fur- 
ther murmurs. . Sa ' 

| The band confifted of five men, all ftanding up, each with a highly- 
polifhed wooden fpear in the left, and a {mall piece of the fame ma- 
terial, equally well finifhed, in the right hand; with this they beat on 
the fpear, as an accompaniment to their own voices in fongs, that varied 
both as to time and meafure, efpecially the latter; yet their voices, and 
the founds produced from their rude inftruments, which differed accor- 
ding to the place on which the tapering fpear was ftruck, appeared 
to accord very well. Having engaged us a fhort time in this vocal per- 
formance, the court ladies made their appearance, and were received 


with fhouts of the greateft applaufe. The muficians retired a few paces, 


and the atreffes took their ftation before them. 
The heroine of the piece, which confifted of four parts or aéts, had 
once fhared the affe€tions and embraces of Tamaahmaah, but was now 


married to an inferior chief, whofe occupation in the houfehold was that 


of the charge of the king’s apparel. This lady was diftinguifhed by a green 
wreath round the crown of the head; next to her was the captive daugh- 
ter of Titeeree; the third a younger fifter to the queen, the wife of Cryma- 
mahoo, who being of the moft exalted rank ftood in the middle. On each 
fide of thefe were two of inferior quality, making in all feven aétreffes. 
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They; drew themfelves up in a line fronting that fide of the {quare that 


) was occupied.by the ladies of quality and ene chiefs. Thefe.were com- 


pletely detached from the populace, not by any partition, but, as.it were, 
by the refpeétful confent of the lower orders of the affembly ; not.one 
of which trefpaffed or produced the leaft inaccommodation. 

This reprefentation, like that before, attempted to be defcribed, was 
a compound of fpeaking and finging ; the fubje€t of which was enforced, 
by appropriate geftures and a€tions. | The piece was in honor of a cap- 
tive princels,, whofe name was Crycowculleneaow,; and.on her name being 
pronounced, every one prefent, men as well as women, who. wore any or- 
naments, above their waift, were obliged to.take them off, though, the 
captive, lady was at leaft fixty, miles diftant.. This mark of refpeét, was. 
unobferved by the aétreffes whilft engaged in the performance; but the 
inflant any.one fat down, or at the clofe, of the aét, they were alfo 
obliged to comply with this myfterious ceremony. 

The variety of attitudes into: which, thefe women’ threw themfelves, 
with the rapidity of their attion, refembled no. amufement in.any- other 
part.of the world, within my knowledge, by. a; comparifon with, which. L 
might be enabled to convey fome idea_of, the. flage effect thus produceds 
particularly, inthe three firft :parts, in which there. appeared nauch. corre- 
fpondence and, harmony. between the tone of their, voices, and the-difplay, 
of their limbs, One. or. two, of the performers being, not, quite fo perfeét 
as the reft, afforded. us an. opportunity of exercifing our. judgment by: 
comparifon ; and. it muft.be.confeffed, that the mayen who moft excelled, 
exhibited :a degree of graceful, a€tion, for the attainment of which 1 it 1S 
difficult to account. 

In each of thefe firftyparts the fongs, attitudes, and ations, appeared 
to me of greater, variety than I had before noticed amongft the people of 
the great South Sea nation, on.any former occafion. The whole, though 
I am unequal to. its.defcription, was fupported with a wonderful degree of 
fpirit and vivacity,; fo much indeed that fome of their exertions were made 
with fuch,a degree of agitating violence, as. feemed to. carry. the per- 
formers beyond what their ftrength was able to fuftain; and had the per- 
formance finifhed with the. third aét, we fhould have retired from. their 
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theatre with a much higher idea of the moral tendency of their drama, 
than was conveyed by the offenfive, libidinous fcene, exhibited by the ladies 
in the concluding part. The language of the fong, no doubt, corre- 
fporided with the obfcenity of their a€tions; which were Carried. to a de- 
gree of extravagance that were calculated to produce nothing but difguft, 
even to the moft licentious. 

This hooarah occupied about an hour, and concluded with the de- 
icending fun, it being contrary to law that fuch reprefentations fhould 
continue after that time of day. The fpeétators inftantly retired in the 
moft orderly manner, and difperfed in the greateft good humour; appa- 
rently highly delighted with the entertainment ‘they had received. But 
as the gratification I had promifed on this occafion required the abfence of 
light, and could not be exhibited to advantage until-a late hour, the mul- 
titude were permitted to re-adlerhble: in our neighbourhood foon afterwards 
for this purpofe. 

Our exhibition commenced about feven in the evening, and as-we 
fill, potiefled) a: confiderable variety of fire-works ima tolerably good 
{tate of prefervation, an ample affortment was provided; and on béing 
thrown off, they produced from the expeéting multitude fuch acclama- 
tions of furprize and admiration from all quarters, as may be eafily ima- 
gined, to. arife from the feelings of perfons totally unacquainted’ with 
objeéts of fuch an extraordinary nature. Tamaahmaah fired the two firft 
rockets; but there were only one or two of the chiefs who had courage 
fufncient/ to: follow his example; and it was obferved:amongft thofe who 
were near us at the time, that in thefe apprehenfion was more predomi- 
nant than pleafure. The whole concluded with fome excellent Bengal- 
lights, which illuminating the neighbourhood to a great diftance, almoft 
equal to the return of day, feemed to produce more general fatisfaétion 
thanthe preceding part of the exhibition; and’on ‘its being announced, 
that the light wasfhewn to conduct them fafely to’ their refpedtive habita- 
tions, the crowd retired; and in the {pace of half an hour the ufual ftill- 
nefs of the night was fo completely reftored, that it would rather have 
been imagined iene had not been a fingle ftranger in our neighbourhood, 
than that thoufands had fo recently departed. 
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As the number of thefe ftrangers had increafed, fo a gradual augmen- 


\—y~w tation of the king’s nightly guard had taken place; but on this evening 


Thurfday2o, 


the guards were at leaft doubled, and in number amounted to about forty, 
armed with pallaloos and iron daggers, and ftationed in different places 
about the royal refidence. 

This having been the twelfth-day’s abfence of Mr. Menzies and his 
party, and having far exceeded the limits of time that I expetted their 
propofed exeurfion could have required, I began to be anxious left fome 
accident or indifpofition had detained them in the interior country; (be- 
ing perfeétly fatisfied that there was not the leaft danger to be appre- 
hended from the natives,) efpecially as I had received only one note from 
the party, and that on the commencement of their journey from the fouth 
point of the ifland; and although their excurfion had not at that time 
been attended with the expedition I could have wifhed, yet I had reafon 
before now to have expeéted their return. 

The period of our departure being faft approaching, in order that 
we might be in readinefs to fail on the arrival of the party, I direéted 
that every thing fhould be prepared the next morning for embarking 
fuch matters as we had on fhore. Moft of the principal chiefs having, as 
ufual, joined our party at breakfaft, the higheft fatisfa€tion and admira- 
tion was expreffed at the exhibition that clofed the entertainments of the 
preceding day; whilft the preparations that were making for our depar- 
ture occafioned a univerfal regret. It was well known that I had already 
exceeded the time of my intended flay, and that the hour would come 
when a feparation muft inevitably take place, and probably never to 
meet again. Such were the topics of our converfation round the 
breakfaft table, when information was brought that a cartridge box, 
which the centinel had fuffered to he carelefsly about, had been ftolen 
from on board the Chatham. On this unpleafant circumftance being 
firft reported, Tamaahmaah feemed to be indifferent as to its recovery ; 
alledging that the centinel had been much in fault in not having taken 
proper care of his accoutrements. His reafoning was undoubtedly cor- 
reét, and I would willingly have paffed the tranfgreffion unnoticed, rather 
than have rifked the chance of any interruption to our prefent harmony; — 

had 
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had not the uniform negative that I had put-upon every folicitation from 
thefe people, for arms or ammunition, and which was only to be fup- 
ported by faying, that all fuch articles belonged to His Majelty King 
George, and that they were ftri€tly tabooed, rendered it abfolutely necef- 
fary that I fhould infift on the reftitution of the thing f{tolen. 

The converfation that this unlucky incident produced, drew for a fhort 
time a veil of gloom over the cheerfulnefs which had generally pre- 
vailed; and although this was extremely unpkeafant at fo interefting a 
period, it was attended with the good effeét of ftimulating the king to 
fend Kahowmotoo in queft of the cartridge-box, who, in about half an 
hour, brought it tous. It had been found in the houfe of Cavaheeroo, 
the chief of the diftri&t of Kaoo, and the principal perfon at the village 
Kowrowa ; but of the thief, who was a woman, no tidings could be 
procured; as fhe had either made her efcape, or was proteéted under 
the peculiar privileges with which that village is endowed, in giving pro- 
teétion to offenders of various defcriptions, whilft they remain within its 
precinéts, 

The accoutrement however being reftored, with its contents undimi- 
nifhed and in good order, all parties were inftantly reconciled, and our fo- 
ciety brought back to its former flandard of harmony and good f{pirtts ; 


though it was apparent that the latter had received fome little check, in- 


confequence of the indications of the near approach of our departure, 
by the removal of our feveral matters from the {hores to the veffels. 

In the afternoon, intelligence was brought that our travellers had reach- 
ed the fummit of Mowna Roa, and that they were on their way back ; but, 


from the native who brought us this information, it appeared, that they. 


would yet be fome days before they arrived, as they intended to return 
by land, and the roads they had to pals were very indifferent. 
Having refumed my refidence on board the fhi p» 1 was on friday comph- 
_ mented with a formal vifit from.all the great perfonages in the neighbour- 
hood, except Cavaheeroo; who, having accepted the ftolen cartridge-box, 
I confidered as an acceflary in the theft, and on that account I would not 
permit him to enter the fhip. This exception was no {mall mortification 
to his pride, nor difappointment to his intereft, as none of his affociates 
returned 
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returned to the fhore without a handfome token of my efteem. Tamaah- 


~ motoo, and his retinue, though lefs deferving of fuch marks of atten- 


tion, and with little claim to any acknowledgment from me, ‘were not 
omitted, but received fuch prefents as their refpeétive conditions and 
the occafion feemed to demand. With this party had come a daughter 
of Tamaahmaah, about nine years of age. She had not vifited us when 
we were here before, nor had we ever: feen her until the arrival of 
Tamaakmotoo, to whofe charge fhe had fome time fince been entrufted for 
the purpofe of being educated and brought up agreeably to the cuftom 
of thefe iflandss She bore’a ftriking likenefs to her father, and though 
far from being handfome, had an expreffive intelligent! countenance, and 
was a very cheerful and engaging girl. ?' 

All the chiefs that were expected being now affembled, I inquired of 
the king when the propofed voluntary ceffion of the ifland was to be 
confirmed. A fhort converfation immediately took place between Ta- 
maahmaak and fome of his counfellors then prefent; the refult of which 
was, that as a taboo-poory was to commence on the evening of the enfuing 
funday, and would continue until tuefday morning, they were unani- 
moufly of opinion, that it would be highly proper to embrace that op- 
portunity of reconfulting the priefts, that each might be fully fatisfied 
with the propriety of the meafure they were about to adopt. Tamaah- 
maah at the fame time requefted, that I would attend him at the grand 
morai during the interdiétion. 

This was a reply that I did not altogether like, nor did I expeét it, as 
they were all convinced how anxious I now was to take my departure. 
A final appeal to the priefts, however, I was given to underftand, could’ 
not be-difpenfed with; and as there was little probability of the party 
from Mowna Roa returning much before that time, I was induced to pro- 
mife that I would comply with their wifhes. 

There appeared little reafon to believe that the ceffion would not be 
made, although fome previous ceremonies were {till wanting, before they 
would be enabled to. make the furrender in form, which at this time 
was fixed for the following tuefday; immediately after which, I in- 
formed them, I fhould fail with the land wind for Tyahtatooa and Toeaigh, 
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to the former, for the purpofe of more particularly examining the an- 
chorage, and to the latter for the purpofe of procuring fuch a further 
ftock of refrefhments as we could conveniently take; well knowing that 
we ought to place little dependence on the precarious fupply that Mowee, 
Woahoo, or the reft of the iflands to leeward might afford. The whole 
of the party did me the favor to fay, that they would remain on board 
until we quitted Owhyhee. 

I was very much concerned to find, that my earneft endeavours to 
bring about a reconciliation, and to eftablifh peace amongft thefe 
iflands, had proved unfuccefsful. The mutual diftruft that continued 
to exift amongft the people of the feveral iflands, which I had forefeen 
to be the greateft difficulty there was to combat, and which I had ap- 
prehended would be an infurmountable obftacle, had proved fatal to the 
attainment of this defirable obje€t. Immediately on my arrival here, I 
inquired if my letter from’ Mowee had been received, and received an 
anfwer in the negative. But I was given to underftand, that a {mall party 
from that ifland had arrived on the weftern fide of Owhyhee, whofe ob- 
je&t was fufpected to be that of feizing on fome of the inhabitants there, 
for the purpofe of taking them away, and of facrificing them in their re- 
ligious rites at Mowee; and fome reports went fo far as to aflert that 
this diabolical objeét had been effeéted. On further inquiry, however, 
this fa€t appeared to be by no means eftablifhed ; as it was pofitively in- 
fifted on by fome, and by others as pofitively denied. One circumftance, 
however, both parties agreed in, that of the people from Mowee having 
been under the neceflity of making a hafty retreat. I could not under- 
ftand that any chief was in the neighbourhood of the place where they 
had landed ; and Tamaahmaah himfelf, either from a convi€tion that they 
had been unfairly dealt with, or that I fhould difapprove of the fufpici- 
ous narrow policy that had influenced the conduét of his people on 
this occafion, was unwilling to allow that he had been made duly ac- 
quainted with their arrival, and was always defirous of avoiding the 
fubjeét in converfation. 

After many attempts to fix his attention, I at length explained to him 
what was the refult of my negociation with the chiefs at Mowee; and 
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he then feemed to concur in opinion with me, that the party from 
Mowee who had landed on the weftern fide of Owhyhee, could be no 
other than the embafly charged with my letter, and invefted with powers 
to negociate for a general pacification. 

It was fome time before I was able to make myfelf thoroughly sala 
of thefe circumftances; yet long before I had afcertained with any to- 
lerable precifion what was the iste of the bufinels, I was perfeétly con, 
vinced that no overtures of this nature would be attended with fuccefs, 
and that nothing but by my pafling backwards and forwards between the 
feveral iflands in the manner before ftated, would anfwer any good pur- 
pole; could I have done this, I entertained no doubt of accomplifhing 
this defirable objet; but neither our circumftances nor our time would 
admit of my engaging in this tafk, particularly at the prefent feafon of the 
year, when very boifterous weather ufually prevails amongft thefe iflands, 
againft which we fhould occafionally have been obliged to beat to 
windward. Our fails, rigging, and probably our mafts, would neceflanly 
have fuffered in point of wear and tear, even fhould we have been fo for- 
tunate to have avoided any material damage by accident; and as our 
ftock of thofe effential articles, even with the fupply we had ceceived from 
port Jackfon, which was very fhort of what I had requefted, demanded 
the greateft ceconomy and care to make them laft, without fubjetting us 
to unpleafant and even difaftrous circumftances, during our progrefs in 
the unaccomplifhed part of our voyage; I was under the neceflity of 
declining any further perfonal interference, notwithftanding that I was 
fatisfied the happinelfs and tranquillity of many thoufands might have been 
fecured, at leaft for a time, could I have undertaken this important bufi- 
nels. 

This conviction did not fail to claim a great fhare of my attention; but 
the execution of the feveral important objeéts of our voyage that yet re- 
mained unfinifhed, and which were of an extenfive nature, compelled me 
to give up all thoughts of fecondary confiderations. The completion of 
our bufinefs that appertained to the north pacific ocean, I had fo far 
hopes of effeting in the courfe of the enfuing feafon, that I had not’ de- 
manded the return of the Dedalus with a further fupply of ftores, nor 
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indeed was*it certain that fuch a fupply could have been obtained from |, (794. 
port Jackfon; we had therefore to rely on the difpenfations of Divine —~-—~ 
Providence, and our own care and frugality, for the accomplifhment of 
the remaining part of our furvey with the ftores we had ftill remaining. 

Tamaahmaah having become acquainted with our intended route from 
Karakakooa, and being watchful to embrace every opportunity by which 
he could continue his good offices, either for our prefent comfort, or our 
future welfare, ordered one of his principal domeftics to depart imme- 
diately for Toeaigh; there to provide according to his direétions fuch 
things as we f{tood in need of, and to have them in readinefs for em- 
barkation on our arrival. » | 

After thefe, and other lefs important arrangements had been made re- 
lative to our departure, the king with his companions returned to the 
fhore. About this time the gentlemen made their appearance from Mowna 
Roa, having defcended from the mountains in a ftraight line to the 
fea fhore, from whence they had returned by water; but had not this 
been their route, their journey hither would have occupied fome few 
days more. At firft fight of the travellers I regretted the delay I had fo 
recently confented to; but it was now too late to retra€, efpeciaily as, on 
the moft trivial occafions, I had made it a point to perform all promifes 
made to thefe people with fcrupulous punétuality. ‘Pwo or three days 
therefore were not of fufficient importance to us, to induce my breaking 
in upon the arrangements I had juft made with Tamaahmaah ; who would 
eafily have difcovered, that no new caufe had arifen for any alteration in 
our plan; and I therefore determined to remain contented until tuefday, 
when the reftri€tions of the taboo were to ceafe. This afforded an op- 
portunity to fome of the officers, whofe attention to their feveral duties 
had confined them hitherto to the fea fhore, to make a fhort excurfion 
mto the adjacent country. 

The building of Tamaahmaah’s veffel was now fo far advanced, that 1 
confidered its completion an eafy tafk for his people to perform under 
the direGtion of Boid, who moft probably had, by his attention to our 
carpenters, added fome information to his former knowledge in fhip- 
building. Her frame was completely fixed, and all that remained to be 
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done was fome part of the planking, and fitting up her infide according 
to the tafte and fancy of Tamaahmaah. Having no doubt but all this 


Saturday 22. would be effected with little difficulty by. themfelves, on faturday our 


Sunday 23. 


carpenters were ordered to repair on board with their tools. Befides the 
affiftance I had afforded in building the hull of the veffel, I had furnifhed 
Tamaahmaah with all the iron work fhe would further require; oakum 
and pitch for caulking, proper mafts, and a fet of {chooner fails, with 
canva{s, needles, and twine to repair them hereafter. With refpeé to 
cordage, they had a fufficiency of their own manufacture for her rigging, 
{chooner fafhion, and every other neceflary purpofe. 

Tamaahmaah was exceedingly well pleafed, and thankful for our exer- 
tions; and it was extremely gratifying to my feelings -to reflect, that fuch 
valuable opportunities fhould have offered for beftowing this gratifi- 
cation upon the king, and many eflential benefits upon his people; alk 
ef whom were now well convinced, that thefe fuperior advantages were 
only to be obtained by the conftant exercife of the fame honefty and ci- 
vility, by which thefe had been fecured to: them on the prefent occafion. 

Very little doubt can be entertained of the exalted pleafure Ya- 
maahmaahk would enjoy in the attainment, by honorable means, of fo 
defirable an obje& as his new fchooner; efpecially at thofe times, when 
his mind recurring to the virtuous caufes that had given him fo valu- 
able a poffeffion, he would naturally make a comparifon between them, 
and the criminal meafures purfued by Tamaahmotoo for a fimilar aequifi- 
tion; which he had no fooner poffefled by treachery and barbarity, than 
he was deprived of it with indelible marks of infamy, and the lofs of his 
reputation and character. 

On funday evening, agreeably to my promife, I accompanied Tamaah- 
maak to the morai, and fubmitted to all the forms, regulations, and re- 
ftri€tions of the taboo. ‘The ceremonies were fimilar to thofe I had before 
obferved, though they were more concife, lefs formal, and attended by 
fewer perfons. 

I was not on this, as on the former oceafion, purely am idle {pectator; 
but was in fome degree one of the a€tors. Whilft in the morning the 
principal ceremonies and prayers were performing, I was called upon to 
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give my opinion on feveral matters that were agitated at one time by A 


the king, and at others by the principal priefts. Amongft thefe, was 
the propriety of their remaining at peace, or making war againft the 
other iflands? The ceffion of the ifland; and if by that voluntary mea- 
fure, they would be confidered as the fubje€ts of Great Britain? Under 
this impreffion, in what manner ought they to conduét themfelves to- 
wards all ftrangers, as well thofe who might vifit them from civilized 
nations, as the inhabitants of the neighbouring iflands? With thefe, and 
fome other queftions of lefs importance, I was very ferioufly interro- 
gated; and I made fuch anfwers to each as was confiftent with my own 
fituation, and, as I confidered, were moft likely to tend in future to 

their happinefs and tranquillity. 5 
I was not prohibited in my turn from offering my fuggeftions, or de- 
manding their attention to my requifitions. Anxious left the obje& I 
had fo long had in view fhould hereafter be defeated ; namely, that of 
eftablifhing a breed of fheep, cattle, and other European animals in thefe 
lands, which with fo much difficulty, trouble, and concern, I had at 
length fucceeded fo far as to import in good health and in a thriving con- 
dition; I demanded, that they fhould be tabooed for ten years, with a 
diferetionary power in the king alone to appropriate a certain number of 
the males of each fpecies, in cafe that fex became predominant, to the ufe 
of his own table; but that in fo doing the women fhould not be pre- 
cluded partaking of them, as the intention of their being brought to the 
ifland was for the general ufe and benefit of every inhabitant of both 
fexes, as foon as their numbers fhould be fufficiently increafed to allow 
of a general diftributton amongft the people. This. was unanimoufly 
approved of, and faithfully promifed to be obferved with one exception 
only; that with refpeét to the meat of thefe feveral-animals, the women 
were to be put on the fame footing as with their dogs and fowls; they 
were to be allowed to eat of them, but not of the identical animal: that 
men had partaken, or of which they were to partake. Much con- 
verfation took place on thefe different fubje€ts, when not otherways 
engaged in funétions of a religious nature; all thefe ceafing at. fun- 
rife’ 
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rife the next morning, I repaired on board, and found every thing in 
readinefs for our dAphrniee 

In the forenoon the king and queen, ieee aa by Terreemytee the 
king’s brother, Crymamahow, half brother to the king, and chief of the 
diftri€&t of Amakooa; Kahowmotoo, father to the queen, and chief of the 
diftriG of Kona; Kavaheeroo, chief of the diftriGt of Kaow; Tianna, chief 
of the diftri&t of Poona; Tamaahmotoo, chief of the diftri€t of Koarra; 
Trywhookee, half brother to the king, and our moft faithful proteétor and 
purveyor at the encampment ; all affembled on board the Difcovery, for 
the purpofe of formally ceding and furrendering the ifland of Owhyhee 
to me for His Britannic Majefty, his -heirs and fucceffors; there were 
prefent on this occafion befides myfelf, Mr. Puget, and all the officers of . 
the Difcovery. 

Tamaahmaah opened the bufinefs in a fpeech, which he delivered with 


“great moderation and equal firmnefs. He explained the reafons (already 


{tated) that had induced him to offer the ifland to the protection of Great 
Britain; and recounted the numerous advantages that himfelf, the chiefs, 
and the people, were likely to derive by the furrender they were about to 
make. He enumerated the feveral nations that fince Captain Cook’s dif- 
covery of thefe iflands had occafionally reforted hither, each of which 
was too powerful for them to refift; and as thefe vifitors had come more 
frequently to their {hores, and their numbers feemed to increafe, he con- 
fidered that the inhabitants would be hable to more ill treatment, and 
{till greater impofitions than they had yet endured, unlefs they could be 
protected againft fuch wrongs by fome one of the civilized powers with 
whofe people they had become acquainted; that at prefent they were 


completely independent, under no fort of engagement whatever, and 


were free to make choice of that ftate which m their opinion was moft 
likely by its attention to their fecurity and interefts, to anfwer the pur- 
pofe for which the propofed furrender was intended. For his own part 
he did not hefitate to declare the preference he entertained for the king of 
Great Britain, to whom he was ready to acknowledge his fubmiffion; 
and demanded to know who had any objeétion to follow his example. 

2 This 
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This produced an harangue from each of the five chiefs, all of whom 
had fome ideas to offer on this important fubjeét. 

The warlike fpirit and ambitious views of Kahowmotoo had long taught 
him to indulge the flattering hope, that on fome future day he fhould be 
enabled to acquire the fovereignty of Mowee. This prompted him to 
{tate in a {pirited and manly f{peech, that on their becoming connetted 
and attached to fo powerful a nation, they ought no longer to fuffer the 
indignities which had been offered to their ifland Owhyhee by the peo- 
ple of Mowee; he alfo candidly enumerated the offences that Mowee 
had juftly to complain of in return; but as thefe bore no propor- 
tion to her aggreffions, he contended that fhe ought to be chaftized, and 
that when a force for their prote@tion fhould be obtained from England, 
the firft objett of its employment ought to be the conqueft of Mowee; 
after which the care of its government fhould be intrufted to fome re- 
{fpettable chief, whofe intereft and inclination could be depended upon as 
being friendly towards Owhyhee. 

Kavaheeroo, a chief of a very different difpofition, content with the 
{tation he filled, and the comforts he enjoyed, looked forward with plea- 
fure to the confequences that were likely to refult from the adoption of 
the meafure propofed; having no doubt of its tending to. their future 
fafety and protection, which had now become highly expedient in fome 
way to effeét, and of its being the means of producing a general pacifi- 
cation with their relations and friends, as he termed them, on the other 
lands. 

_ Tianna, after agreeing with Kahowmotoo, that Mowee ought to be 
chaftized; and with Cavaheeroo, in the neceflity of Owhyhee being 
protected; propofed that fome perfons, duly authorized for that pur- 
pole, fhould refide on fhore by way of guards, and ftated that a veffel or 
two would be requifite to defend them by fea. He very judicioufly ob- 
ferved further, that fo great a fimilarity exifted between the people of 
the four nations with whom they were already acquainted, but more par- 
ticularly fo between the Englifh and the Americans, that in the event of 
their prefent furrender being accepted, and of a veffel being fent out 
for their protection, they fhould be doubtful as to the reality of fuch 
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perfons coming from England, unlefs fome of the officers then prefent, 
or fome of thofe on board the veflels with whom they were acquainted, 
and who they were convinced did belong to King George, fhould 
return to Owhyhee with the fuccours required. ‘This appeared to him 
a meafure of fomuch confequence that it could not be difpenfed with, for 
otherways, any of the diftant nations, knowing they had ceded the ifland 
to the Englifh government, might fend to them fhips and men whom 
they had never before feen, and who, by afferting they had come from 
England and belonged to King George, would deceive them into the 
obedience of a people againft whom they fhould afterwards moft proba- 
bly revolt. 

_. Thefe were the prominent features in the feveral fpeeches made on the 
occafion ; in every one of which their religion, government, and domef- 
tic economy was noticed; and it was clearly underftood, that no inter- 
ference was to take place in either; that Tamaahmaah, the chiefs and 
priefts, were to continue as ufual to officiate with the fame authority as 
before in their refpective ftations, and that no alteration in thofe parti- — 
culars was in any degree thought of or intended. 

Thefe preliminaries being fully difcuffed, and thoroughly underftood 
on both fides; the king repeated his former propofition, which was 
now unanimoufly approved of, and the whole party declared their 
confent by faying, that they were no longer Tanata no Owhyhee, (i. e.) 
the people of Owhyhee; but Tanata no Britannee, (i. e.) the people of 
Britain. This was inftantly made known to the furrounding crowd in 
their numerous canoes about the veffels, and the fame expreffions 
were cheerfully repeated throughout the attending multitude. 

Mr. Puget, accompanied by fome of the officers, immediately went on 
fhore ; there difplayed the Britifh colours, and took poffeffion of the ifland 
in His Majefty’s name, in conformity to the inclinations and defire of 
Tamaahmaah and his fubje€&ts. On_ this ceremony being finifhed, a’ fa- 
lute was fired from the veffels, after which the following infcription’on 


‘copper was depofited in a very confpicuous place at the royal refidence. 


“ On the 25th of february, 1794, Tamaahmaah, king of Owhyhee, in 
* council with the principal chiefs of the ifland affembled on board His 
‘* Britannic Majefty’s floop Difcovery in Karakakooa bay, and in the 


* prefence 
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“ prefence of George Vancouver, commander of the faid floop; Lieu- 
“ tenant Peter Puget, commander of his faid Majefty’s armed tender the 
«« Chatham; and the other officers of the Difcovery ; after due confide- 
* ration, unanimoufly ceded the faid ifland of Owhyhee to His Britannic 
“ Majefty, and acknowledged themfelves to be fubjeéts of Great 
« Britain.” 

Such a diftribution of ufeful or ornamental articles was now made to 
the principal chiefs, their favorite women, and other attendants, as 
Tamaahmaah and myfelf efteemed to be fuitable to their refpective ranks 
and {tations on this memorable occafion. 

Thus concluded the ceremonies of ceding the ifland of Owhyhee to 
the Britifh crown; but whether this addition to the empire will ever 
be of any importance to Great Britain, or whether the furrender of the 
ifland will ever be attended with any additional-happinefs to its people, 
time alone muft determine. It was however a matter of great fatisfac- 
tion to me, that this conceflion had not only been voluntary, but gene- 
ral; that it had not been fuggefted by a party, nor been the wifh of a 
few, but the defire of every inhabitant with whom we had any conver- 
fation on the fubjeé&t ; moft of thefe having attended the external cere- 
monies, without fhewing any other figns than thofe of perfect approba- 
tion; and the whole bufinefs having been conduéted by the king and his 
advifers with great fteadinefs, and in the moft ferious manner, left me no 
doubt of the fincerity of their intentions to abide {tritily by their en- 
gagement. 

This tranfaétion muft ever be confidered, under all the attendant cir- 
cumftances, as of a peculiar nature; and will ferve to fhew that man, 
even in this rude uncultivated ftate, will not, except from apprehenfion 
or the moft prefling neceffity, voluntarily deliver up to another his legi- 
timate rights of territorial jurifdiction. 

With refpeét to aftronomical obfervations whilft at Karakakooa, our 
attention had been principally direfted to the rates and errors of the 
chronometers; thefe on being landed the 21ft of january, 1794, fhewed 
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eee the longitude by Kendall’s to be “ - J) Lposesiqnw*” 
Ca aw’ ol Apold’s! Nora 4,7 )/od : - - 204 26 


Ditto 176, - - - - 204 1 
The true longitude of Karakakooa being 204°, fhews 
their refpeétive errors; by which Kendall’s chronometer 
was at noon on the igth of february, 1794, faft of mean 


time at. Greenwich, - - - - 3% 90° 17” 59” 
And, by twenty-fix days correfponding altitudes, was 

found to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 15 16 
Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean time at Greenwich, as 

above, ; : A" Rae : 3 25 49 59 

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 21 82 
Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich, as 

above, : : : : ; 7 38 33 59 

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 48 28 
Arnold’s No. 82, on board the Chatham, faft of mean 

time at Greenwich, as above, - ay s 8 25 53 59 

And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 35 25 


The latitude, by twenty-one meridional altitudes of the fun, and three 
meridional altitudes of the ftars, varying from 19° 27’ 27” to 19° 28' 27”, 
and differmg 20” from the mean refult of the obfervations made: in’ the 
month of march, 1793, f{hewed by the mean refult of both years obfer- 
vations, the latitude to be 19° 28’ 2”. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II. 


Ouit Karakakooa—Vifit Tyahtatooa and Toeaigh bays—Some defcription of 


the anchorage at thofe places—Examine the northern fides of Mowee, 
Woahoo, and Attowa:—Obfervations on the anchorage at Attowar and 
Onehow—Leave the Sandwich tflands. 


N OT HING now remained to detain us in Karakakooa bay, the memora- 
ble fpot where Captain Cook unfortunately fell a facrifice to his undaunted 
and enterprifing f{pirit. _Notwithftanding it had, in that melancholy in- 
ftance, proved fatal to one of the moft illuftrious navigators that the world 
ever produced, yet to us it had proved an afylum, where the hofpita- 


ble reception, and friendly treatment were fuch as could not have been . 


furpafled by the moft enlightened nation of the earth. The unremitted 
attention in the fuperior claffes, to preferve good order, and infure: the 
faithful difcharge of every fervice undertaken by the fubordinate defcrip- 
tion of the people, produced an uniform degree of refpeéct in their de- 
portment, a cheerful obedience to the commands they received, and a 
ftri€t obfervance and conformity to fair and honeft dealing in all their 
commercial intercourfe. Excepting in the inftances of the table knives, 
the centinel’s cartridge-box, and a few others of little moment, occafi- 
oned, very probably, by our want of difcretion in leaving irrefiftible 
temptations in their way, we had little to complain of ; and fuch circum- 
ftances of this nature as did occur, ought only to be confidered as re- 
fle€tions on the particular individuals concerned, and not as generally 


charatteriftic of the whole people. 
I 2 All 
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All our friends were prepared to attend us ; fome were on board, and 
others were in their canoes, ready to follow the fhip as foon as fhe got 


Wednef. 26. under fail. This was effected about three in the morning of wednefday. 


Accompanied by the Chatham, we direéted our courfe, with a light 
land breeze, clofe along the fhore, toward Tyahtatooa bay; the morn- 
ing was delightfully pleafant, and the furrounding objetts, whilft they at- 
traéted our attention, excited alfo our admiration. The country which, 
as we pafled, rofe with a gradual afcent from the fea fhore, feemed to 
be in a high ftate of cultivation, and was interfperfed with a great num- 
ber of extenfive villages ; whilft our numerous companions on the fur- 
face of a ferene tranquil ocean, fanned by a gentle breeze, to which fome 
{pread their fails, and the reft kept up with us by leifurely paddling along, 
added confiderable beauty to the interefting {cene, and exhibited, by this 
numerous population, that wealth which the improved ftate of this part 
of the ifland fo ftrongly indicated. About eight o’clock we anchored 
in Tyahtatooa bay, in 15 fathoms water, fand and rocky bottom. 
According to Mr. Meares’s account of Mr. Douglas’s voyage, this place 
is reprefented as equal, if not fuperior, to Karakakooa, for fecure an- 
chorage; but to us it appeared in a very different point of view, as it is 
formed by a fmall bend only in the general direétion of the coaft, fearce- 
ly deferving the name of a bay. Its northernmoft point from us bore 
by compafs n.69 w.; the village called Ane-oo-rooa, being the neareft 
fhore, N. 30 E., about half a mile diftant; and the point of Kowrooa 
s.22E. The fltation we had taken was as clofe to the land as we could 
with prudence lie, and the bottom, in all dire€tions where we founded, 
was a mixture of rocks and fand. A confiderable fwell rolled in from 
the weftward, and by the beaten appearance of the rocks that chiefly-com- 
pofed the fhore, this appeared to be in general the cafe; and for that 
reafon not a very eligible refting place for fhipping. It however poflef- 
fes an advantage with refpeét to landing, fuperior to Karakakooa. This 
convenience is produced by the jutting out of two points ; between thefe 
is a {mall cove, defended by fome rocks lying before it, which break the. 
violence of the furge, and render the communication with the fhore very 
commodious. The landing is on a fandy beach, before a grove of cocoa 
nut, 
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nut, bread fruit, and other trees, in the midft of which the village is 
fituated. Towards the fouth part of this cove is a fpring, which rofe very 
rapidly from amongft fome rocks that are generally covered with 
the fea water; but when this is low, which is fometimes the cafe, it is 
found to produce a ftream of excellent frefh water; and there can be no 
doubt, by ufing proper means, that its current might be diverted, and 
made fubfervient to the domeftic ufe of the neighbourhood, and to veffels 
refitting at Karakakooa, without their being under the neceffity of fub- 
mitting to the tardy procefs we were compelled to adopt; efpecially as 
the diftance between the two places is only ten miles. 

The fouthern bafe of mount Worroray forms thefe fhores. This 
mountain, with Mowna Kaah, and Mowna Roa, form each a large mafs 
of elevated land, of which the ifland chiefly confifts, though mount Wor- 
roray is the fmalleft. 

Accompanied by Tamaahmaah, fome of the officers, and feveral of 
the chiefs, I vifited the royal refidence at this place; which confifted of 
three of the neateft conftruéted houfes we had yet feen; but not having 
been conftantly inhabited for fome time paft, they were not in good re- 
pair. This habitation of the king, like that at Karakakooa, was in the 
neighbourhood of a grand morai, clofe to the fea fide. The morai was 
the moft complete ftruéture of the kind, and kept in the greateft order 
and repair, of any that had fallen under our obfervation. It was deco- 
rated with feveral ftatues, or idols, carved out of the trunks of large 
trees, and meant to imitate the human form; but they were the moft 
gigantic and prepofterous figures that can be imagined. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we returned on board to dinner, which 
was purpolely ordered of beef and mutton, to give all the chiefs an idea 
of the value of the animals I had imported, as articles of food ; our party 
was numerous, and they unanimoufly agreed that both were excellent. 
The beef, though falted, feemed to have the preference in their opinion ; 
the mutton was by moft confidered to be very fimilar in its tafte to the 
flefh of their dogs, which they very highly efteem. The general opinion 
awas taken by vote on the fuperior excellence of mutton to dog’s fleth, 

and 
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and the preference was decided in favor of mutton, only by the cafting 
voice of Zamaahmaah. 

I was very anxious to quit this flation, which is fituated in latitude 
19° 372’, longitude 203° 54%’, left the rocky bottom fhould damage our 
cables; but light breezes from the fea, fucceeded by calms, prevented 
our moving until midnight, when, with a gentle breeze from the fhore, 
we proceeded flowly along the coaft to the northward. 

In the forenoon of the 27th, we had a light breeze from the weftward ; 
with this we fteered for the anchorage at Toeaigh, but a {trong current 
fetting to the fouth-weftward, we approached it very flowly; the wea- 
ther however was fair and pleafant, and the objeéts about us were cheer- 
ful and entertaining, notwithftanding the adjacent fhores were uninte- 
refting, being chiefly compofed of volcanic matter, and producing only 
a few detached groves of cocoa nut trees, with the appearance of little 
cultivation, and very few inhabitants. The deficiency of the population 
on {hore was amply compenfated by the number of our friends that ac- 
companied us afloat in canoes of all defcriptions ; thefe fill preferving 
the fame orderly behaviour and cheerful good humour, our change of 
fituation was {carcely perceivable, as the fame fociability and friendly in- 
tercourfe continued which had exifted at Karakakooa. ° 

As this evening was to be devoted to an appointed tadoo that would 
continue until the morning of the 1ft of march, the king and the reft of 
our friends went on fhore for the purpofe of attending their religious 
duties. The weather in the evening being fqually, with variable winds 
and alternate calms, gave me reafon to believe it very probable that we 
fhould not reach our deftination before it was dark; on intimating this to 
Tamaahmaah, he promifed to have a light placed in fuch a fituation, as 
would conduét us to it with fafety. 

It was not however until near four the next morning that we gained 
foundings, when we anchored in go fathoms water, fandy bottom. After 
it was day-light we removed to the beft anchorage in this bay, whofe 
north-weft point bore by compafs n. 36 w., and the moral, Nn. 68 £.; 
this is a confpicuous object, and a good leading mark to this anchorage; 
it is fituated on a barren eminence to the fouthward of the village, and 
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is to be kept in a line with a fmall faddle hill, on the eaftern land de- eres 
{cending from the higher parts, over the village of Toeaigh, on the north ~—.-—~ 
fide of this fpacious open bay. Its fouth point defcending gradually from 
Worroray, and forming a low point, bore by compafs s. 31 w.; within 
this point on the rifing land are fome elevated hummocks ; the third of 
thefe, from the point forming a kind of faddle hill in a line with a low, 
projecting, black, rocky point, in the middle of the bay, bearing s. 22 w., 
isa further direftion, and a crofs mark for this anchorage; from whence 
the watering place lies s.79 E., a mile and a half diftant. The fummit 
of Mowna-kaah alfo bore by compafs s. 68 z.; Mowna Roa, s. 33 £.; 
and Worroray, s.5w. In this fituation the depth of water was 25 fa- 
thoms, the bottom a ftiff clay, and good holding ground; incommoded 
by the patch of rocky bottom, flated on our former vifit to be at the 
depth of 10 fathoms only; but on a more minute fearch, this was now 
difcovered to fhoal fuddenly, and the depth to decreafe to 7, 4, and 3 
fathoms, about the fourth of a mile to the fouth-weftward of the flation 
we had taken; and confequently to be a very great inconveniency to the 
road{tead, which at beft, in my opinion, is but a very indifferent one; be- 
ing intirely expofed to the north-weft winds, and the weftern oceanic 
fwell, which beats with great violence on the reefs that encompafs the 
fhores. Thefe reefs ftretch out a mile or upwards, leaving between them 
and the land a narrow channel, that affords comfortable and commodi- 
ous landing for {mall boats and canoes; but the landing is at too great 
a diftance from the place of anchorage to allow of proteéting any de- 
barkation from the {hip. 

The only circumftances that feem to render this a defirable flopping 
place, are the run of water, which however does not conftantly flow; 
and the probability of procuring refrefhments, from its contiguity to the 
fertile, and populous weftern part of the diftri&t of Koaarra, and the 
plains of Whymea, lying behind the land that conftitutes this part of 
the fea coaft. 

The country rifes rather quickly from the fea fide, and, fo far as it 
could be feen on our approach, had no very promifing afpeét; it forms a 
kind of glacis, or inclined plane in front of the mountains, immediately 
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behind which the plains of Whymea are ftated to commence, which are 
reputed to be very rich and produétive, occupying a {pace of feveral 
miles in extent, and winding at the foot of thefe three lofty mountains 
far into the country. In this valley is‘a great traét of luxuriant, natural 
pafture, whither all the cattle and fheep imported by me were to be 
driven, there to roam unreftrained, to “ increafe and multiply” far from 
the fight of ftrangers, and confequently lefs likely to tempt the inhabi- 
tants to violate the facred promife they had made; the obfervance of 
which, for the time ftipulated in their interdiction, cannot fail to render 
the extirpation of thefe animals a tafk not eafily to be accomplifhed. 

This day being devoted to their holy rites, the king, with all the pro- 
vincial chiefs, remained in facred retirement. The fame caufe operated 
to deprive us of the fociety of our other vifitors, particularly the females, 
who are on no account permitted to be afloat on thefe occafions. 

The next morning the king, with all our friends, were again about the 
veflels. In the courfe of the day a further proof of the liberality of 
Tamaahmaah’s difpofition was given, by his prefenting us with near an 
hundred hogs of the largeft fize, and as great a quantity of vegetables as 
both veffels could well difpofe of; with offers of a further fupply if 
thefe were infufficient. 

It was my intention to have failed with the land wind in the evening, 
but Tamaahmaah pointing out that fince thurfday his engagements on 
fhore had totally deprived him of our fociety ; firft by his attendance on 
their religious ceremonies, and afterwards in procuring and fending us 
the fupplies we required; and foliciting, at the fame time, in the moft 
earneft manner, that the laft day fhould be dedicated to the enjoyment 
ofeach other’s company, I was induced to remain the following day, to 
prove to him that there was no indulgence in my power, compatible 
with my duty, that I would not grant, in return for the friendfhip and 
regard he had on all occafions manifefted towards us, and that in the 
moft princely and unlimited manner. 

The fucceeding day was confequently paffed in receiving farewell vifits, 
and making farewell acknowledgments to our numerous friends; who all 
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expreffed the high fatisfaétion they had experienced during our refi- 
dence amongft them, and the deep regret they felt at our departure 
from the ifland ; after which they were feen to fteal away gently and 
reluctantly from a fcene that had afforded them fo many valuable ac- 
quirements, and fo much pleafing entertainment. By fun-fet nearly the 
whole group was difperfed in the feveral dire€tions to which their incli- 
nations or neceffities led. The occurrences of this day did not pafs over 
without producing fome impreffions on our fenfibility, from the repeated 
ardent folicitations that wesjould come back to them again, and from 
the undifguiled fincerity of the wifhes and prayers that were offered up 
for our future happinefs and profperity. 

As our departure was to take place with the firft breeze from the land, 
Lamaahmaah and his queen, unwilling to take leave until the very laft 
moment, remained on board until near midnight, when they departed, 
with hearts too full to exprefs the fenfations which the moment of fepara- 
tion produced in each; with them their honeft and judicious counfellors 
Young and Davis returned to the fhore. The good fenfe, moderation, 
and propriety of conduét in thefe men, daily increafed their own refpec- 
tability, and augmented the efteem and regard, not only of the king 
and all his friends, but even of thofe who were profefledly adyerfe to 
the exifting government, and who confequently were at firft inimical to 
their intereft. 

As it was a great uncertainty, whether we fhould or fhould not return 
again to thefe iflands, I had given thefe two worthy characters their 
choice of taking their paflage with me to their native country, or of 
remaming on the ifland in the fame fituation which they had fo long 
filled with credit to themfelves, and with fo much fatisfaQion to the 
king and the reft of the principal people. After mature confidera- 
tion, they preferred their prefent way of life, and were defirous of con- 
tinuing at Owhyhee; obferving, that being deftitute of refources, on their 
return home, (which, however, they fj poke of in a way that did honor to 
their hearts and underftandings) they muft be again expofed to the vicifli- 
tudes of a life of hard labour, for the purpofe of merely acquiring a pre- 
carious fupply of the moft common neceflaries of life ; objects which, for 
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fome years paft, had not occafioned them the leaft concern. Nor was 
it probable that they would be liable hereafter to any fort of inconve- 
nience in thofe refpeéts ; for, befides the high reputation, and univerfal 
good opinion they had acquired amongft all clafles of the inhabitants, 
they were now confidered in the light of chiefs, and each of them pof- 
feffed a confiderable landed property. Here they lived happily, and in 
the greateft plenty ; and, to their praife be it {poken, the principal ob- 
ject they feemed to have in view was, to correct by gentle means the 
vices, and encourage by the moft laudable endeavours the virtues, of 
thefe iflanders ; in this meritorious undertaking they had evidently made 
fome progrefs, and there are reafonable grounds to believe, that, by {teadi- 
ly purfuing the fame line of conduét, it will in time have a due influence 
on the general chara€ter of thefe people. From us they received every 
attention that could ferve to raife them in the eftimation of the natives ; 
and fuch an aflortment of ufeful articles for promoting their comforts, 
as it was in our power to afford. 

Our faithful fhipmate Terehooa, who, to the laft moment, conduéted 
himfelf with the greateft integrity and propriety, was alfo left very ad- 
vantageoufly fituated, under the proteétion of the king and his old maf _ 
ter Kahowmotoo, with a large aflortment of ufeful implements, and or- 
namental articles; and being firmly attached to Young and Davis, to 
whom he could be very ufeful, and who had it in their power to ferve 
him in return, his future profpects in life feemed to have been much im- 
proved by his excurfions in the Difcovery, of which he feemed very 
fenfible, and which he gratefully acknowledged. 

Thus concluded our tranfa¢tions at Owhyhee, to which we bad 
adieu about three in the morning of monday the 3d of march, very 
highly indebted for our reception, and the abundant refrefhments we 
had procured. ‘Thefe effential comforts I fhould have entertained 
no doubt would, in future, have been adminiftered to all vifitors who. 
fhould conduét themfelves with common honefty and proper decorum, 
had we not left behind us a banditti of renegadoes, that had. quitted dif- 
ferent trading veflels in confequence of difputes with their refpettive 
commanders, who had reforted to this ifland fince the preceding year; 
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ander American or Portuguefe colours. Amongft them was one Por- 
tuguefe, one Chinefe, and one Genoefe, but all the reft appeared to be 
the fubjeéts of Great Britain, as feemed alfo the major part of the crew 
of the brig Wafhington, although they called themfelves Americans. 
Thefe latter perfons, in the charaéter of failors, amounting to fix.or fe- 
ven in number, had taken up their abode with different chiefs. of fome 
power and confequence, who efleemed thefe people as great acquifitions, 
from their knowledge of fire-arms ; but as noone of them could produce 
any teftimonials of their former good conduét, or even make out a plau- 
{ible charaéter for himfelf or his comrades, it is much to be appre- 
hended they may be the means’ of creating inteftine commotions, by in- 
citing the jealoufy, and furthering the ambitious views of the haughty 
chiefs, with whom they are refident. ‘Their machinations to the preju- 
dice of the exifting government, however, will prove ineffeGiual, unlefs 
they fhould be able to elude the watchful attention of Young and Davis ; 
who are both well aware of the danger they ought to be prepared to 
meet; and whofe fidelity to Tamaahmaah, 1 had every reafon to believe, 

was not of a nature to be fhaken by the moft flattering temptations. 
That thefe apprehenfions were well founded I could not entertain the 
leaft doubt; for foon after my arrival at Owhyhee, I received, by Young, 
a letter from Mr.William Brown, commanding the Butterworth of Lon- 
don, complaining heavily of a fimilar fet of vagabonds, refiding at Woa- 
hoo and at Attowai, who had, at the latter place, taken up arms in fupport 
of an inferior chief, again{t the authority of Tazo and TJiteeree, the fove- 
reigns of that ifland; and had fo far forgotten their allegiance, and the 
rules which humanity, juftice, and common honefty prefcribe, as to con- 
cert, with the natives of Attowai, a plan for the capturing of an Ame- 
rican brig, called the Hancock. This was to have been effected by fcut- 
tling her under water, which would induce the crew to fuppofe fhe 
had fprung a very bad leak; when thefe renegadoes were to advife 
her being hauled on fhore, for the purpofe of faving from her as much 
as poflible ; and when in this fituation, fhe would be completely in the 
power, and at the difpofal, of the natives. But, happily for thofe in the 
veflel, although fhe was near finking, in confequence of a hole cut in 
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her counter by fome unknown hand, the reft of the diabolical {cheme- 
was detected before the contrivers had time or opportunity to carry 1 
into.cxecution, and by the exertions of the crew the veflel was faved. - 

Mr: Brown ftated further, that by the bad: advice; and. far worle ex~- 
ample, of thefe people, the natives of moft of the: leeward iflands had. 
arrived at fuch a+ degree of daring infolence, as rendered any com- 
munication with them from fmall veffels, or even anchoring near the: 
fhores, highly dangerous ; and that he trufted it might be within the limits. 
of my authority to take from thefe iflands fuch improper and. dangerous. 
affociates, 

I reprefented in the ftrongeft terms to Tamaahmaah, all the bad con. 
fequences that were likely to. refult from thofe people remaining om 
Owhyhee; but no arguments could prevail upon him, or the chiefs, 
to deliver them up. Their knowledge in the ufe and management of 
fire-arms, made their fervices. of fuch importance, that it was evident 
nothing but compulfion would have any effeét ; and to. have reforted to 
fuch a meafure, in which I was by no. means certain how far I fhould’ 
be juftifiable, would neceflarily have produced a breach, and. deftroyed: 
that harmony which we had taken fo much pains to eftablifh, and care- 
to preferve. In addition to.which, thefe people were {tated to. poflels 
landed property in. the ifland, and to have conformed to the laws,. both: 
civil and religious. Nor had any fpecific charge been exhibited againft 
the feven failors living on. Owhyhee, like that produced by Mr. Brown. 
againft thofe at Attowar and Woahoo.. 

With Kavaheeroo alfo refided aperfon by the name of Howell, who: 
had come to Owhyhee in the capacity of a clerk on board: the Wafhing~ 
ton; he appeared. to poffefs a good underfltanding, with, the advantages: 
of an univerfity education, and had been once a clergyman in. England, 
but had now fecluded himfelf from European fociety: fo that with 
Young, Davis, and Boid, there were now eleven white men.on the ifland . 
but, excepting from thefe latter, I much fear that our Owhyhean friends. 
will have little reafon to rejoice in any advantages they will receive from. 
their new civilized companions, 
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‘To Young and Davis I delivered fuch teftimonials of their good con-. 
dué as I confidered them fully intitled to, for the purpofe of fecuring to 


them the refpeét and confidence of future vifitors, who would be warned: 


by them of the {nares and dangers they were liable to, from the evil-dif- 
pofed, civilized or favage inhabitants. of the country. 

The land wind blew faintly, and our progrefs from. Owhyhee was fo 
flow, that an opportunity was afforded to a few fmall canoes from the 
fhores of Koaarra to vifit us. as we pafled; but we did not recognize 
any of the rhiefs, or our former acquaintances. ‘Towards noon.the fea 
breeze reached us, with which we ftood to windward,. m. order to pafs 
to the north of the eaft point of Mowee; this.engaged our time until 
after noon on the following day, when we bore away along the north 
fide of that ifland. 


In this route we fell in with the fouth-eaft fide of Mowee, near to 


the flation where our furvey had commenced the preceding year; and 
in beating round the weftern part of the ifland, which does not termi- 
nate in a projecting point, but forms a large rounding promontory; we 
very anxioufly looked out forthe harbour mentioned by Captain King, 
as reported. by the natives to exift in that. neighbourhood; but nothing 
was feen that could warrant fuch a reprefentation, excepting two {mall 
open coves, fituated. on each fide of the eaftern extremity of the ifland ; 


thefe, anfwering all the purpofes of the inhabitants with their canoes, 


probably induced them to fuppofe that fuch accommodations were all 
we required.. Off this. eaftern extremity, which, according to our ob- 
fervations, is fituated in latitude 20° 443’, longitude 203° 58’, and bearing 
‘by compafs from the north-weft point of Owhyhee n.7 w.,. at the dif- 
tance of 9 leagues, lies'a fmall iflet, with fome rocks between it and the 


fhore. ‘To the north of this iflet is a remarkably. elevated hummock,. 


rifing almoft perpendicularly from the fea, but gradually. defcending in a 
flope in land; it was covered with a pleafing verdure,. and occupied by. 
feveral houfes, but deftitute of trees or fhrubs. The adjacent country, 


which was. moderately elevated, prefented a fertile appearance, and feemed: 
to be thickly inhabited, as far back as the foot of thofe mountains that 


compote the eaftern part of the ifland. As we paffed this rounding pro- 
montory, 
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montory, fome detached rocks were noticed lying about half a mile 
from the shore, along which we failed at a diftance from two to four miles, 
and found it a little indented, and chiefly compofed of fteep rugged 
cliffs. ; | 

The wind being light, enabled a few of the natives to vifit us during 
the afternoon, but they had little with them to difpofe of; inthe evening 
they returned home, and at dark we hauled off the fhore in order to 
preferve our ftation for continuing our furvey. The next morning we 
again ftood in for the land, pafling the deep bay that bounds the north- 
ern fide of the ifthmus, which connefts the two lofty ranges of moun- 
tains that form the ifland of Mowee. A very heavy furf beat on the low 
fandy fhores of the bay, from whence’a few of the natives, as ill appoint- 


ed for barter as the former, paid us a vifit. 


From thefe people we underftood that Titeeree was at Woahoo, and 
that Taio was at Morotoi; but that Namahanna, who in the abfence of 
Titeeree had been left in charge of the government, accompanied by three 
or four other chiefs and fome inferior people, were unfortunately in a 
houfe that contained the major part of the gunpowder Titeeree poffeffed, 
when it took fire and blew up. By this accident Namahanna, with two 
other chiefs and fome of the people, had been killed, and all the reft 
had been very badly wounded. This houfe appeared, by their account, 
to have been appropriated by Titeeree as a magazine; that the accident 
had happened only a few days before our arrival, and that fome of the 
perfons who had been hurt had fince died of their wounds. 

A fine breeze from the n.£., with clear and pleafant weather, brought 
us by noon up to the north-weft point of Mowee. The obferved lati- 
tude at this time, was .21°7’, longitude 203° 23’. The point bore by 
compafs s.8 w., diftant four miles ; off this lie an iflet and fome roaks, 
at a {mall diftance from the fhore, which is fteep and cliffy. Having 
thus completed our intended furvey of Mowee, we ftood over, and 
brought to within about half a league of the north-eaft point of Moro- 
tol, in the expeétation of feeing Taio; for whom, as well as for Titeeree, 
I had referved fome fheep, for eftablifhing the breed in each of the 
iflands. Tazo, we had underftood, refided fome where hereabouts, and 
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fome of the natives who came off to us repeated this intelligence, but 
added that the day being taboo foory, it was impoflible we fhould re- 
ceive a vifit from him. 

We continued nearly ftationary for three hours, in the hope of ob- 
taining fome vegetables, but none were to be procured; at five we made 
fail, and as the Chatham the preceding year had examined the north fide 
of this ifland, our courfe was direéted for the north-eaft fide of Woahoo; 
which at day-light the fucceeding morning bore by compafs from w. to 
S$. 27 W., and Morotoi, from s.32 5. to 8.455. We continued our 
furvey from what we had formerly examined on the fouthern part of this 
fide of the ifland, and fhortly after noon we paffed its north point; which, 
according to our obfervations, is in latitude 21° 423’, longitude 202° 1°; 
the former being three miles further fouth, and the latter fourteen miles 
further weft, than the fituation of that point as laid down by Captain 
King; our prefent furvey however, correfponded with our former obfer- 
vations, as to the pofition of the fouth-eaft point of Woahoo; and made 
this fide of the ifland four miles longer than Captain King’s delineation 
and agreed better with our eftimated diftance between Woahoo and At- 
towai. In every other refpect our examination confirmed the remarks of 
Captain King; excepting, that in point of cultivation or fertility, the 
country did not appear in fo flourifhing a ftate, nor to be fo numeroully 
inhabited, as he reprefented it to have been at that time, occafioned moft 
probably by the conftant hoftilities that had exifted fince that period. 

My intentions were to have ftopped near the run of water off which 
the Refolution and Difcovery had anchored, called by the natives Why- 
mea, and rendered memorable by the fatal cataftrophe that had awaited 
the commander and the aftronomer of the Dedalus. Here I was in 
expeétation of procuring an interview with Titeeree, who we had been 
informed was then in this neighbourhood; but learning from a few of 
the inhabitants, who vifited us ina fmall, fhabby, fingle canoe, that he 
was gone to Whyteete, and there being at this time a very heavy north- 
welt {well that broke inceffantly, and with great violence, on all the adja- 
cent fhores, to which from their greatly expofed fituation they feemed 


very liable; and having alfo finifhed our furvey; we quitted W oahoo, and 
directed 
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dire€ted our courfe towards the north-eaft part of Attowai, which at 
day-light in the morning bore by compafs from Nn. 84 Ww. to S. 40 Ww. 
As we approached its fhores, the fame influence was felt from a north- 
erly current, as we had before experienced; but the wind being to the 
fouthward, it did not prevent our paffing to the north of the ifland, 
which, at noon, bore by compafs from s.75 w. to S. 25 £.; and the 
north-eaft extremity of the ifland, extending from the forked hill men- 
tioned on our laft vifit hither, s. 13 £., diftant three miles and a half. In 
this fituation the obferved latitude was 22° 15’, longitude 200° 36... Here 
we rejoined the American brig Wathington, ‘itil had failed with us 
from Karakakooa, but had dire€ted her courfe to the fouthward of the 
iflands, for Whyteete in Woahoo, where fhe had remained five days. 
Amongft other articles that Mr. Kendrick had procured whilft there, 
was eighty pounds weight of very fine bees wax, that had drifted by the 
fea on to the fhores of that ifland, and had very recentiy been picked up 
by the natives; and I now underftood that fome pieces had alfo been 
procured from the natives of the other iflands by Mr. Kendrick, who in 
a great meafure confirmed the account contained in Mr. Brown’s letter 
to me, of the very improper condu€t of the merchant feamen who had 
deferted, or otherways quitted the veffels to which they had belonged, for 
the purpofe of refiding amongft thefe iflanders. In this number were 
fome whom he had formerly left at Attowai, but he now feemed to 
be determined that they fhould no longer remain on that ifland. 

The wind during the afternoon was light and variable, confequently . 
we made little progrefs. In the courfe of the day we procured a {mall 
fupply of hogs, yams, and vegetables. At fun-fet a fmall iflet lying 
near the fhore, and fituated from the north-eaft point of the iland 
N.55 W., fix miles and a half diflant, bore by compafs s. 33 w., about 
two miles from us, and the fhores of the ifland, which are alternately 
cliffs and beaches, bore from s. 50 E. to s. 71 W. 

The night was pafled as ufual in preferving our ftation, and in the 
morning we again {tood in for the land; about eight o’clock we were off 
a {mall deep bay; its eaft point lies from the above iflet weft, diftant four 
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miles; this bay is.nearly half a league wide, and about the fame depth; 
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but being expofed to the violence of the north-wefterly winds, and the UG y— 


oceanic f{well, is ineligible for fhipping, and therefore we did not examine 
it further; but continued our route with a fine breeze from the N. £. 
at the diftance of about two miles from the fhore, paffing fome rocks and 
breakers, that extend a {mall diflance from the weft point of the bay ; 
where the coaft of Attowai aflumes a very rugged and romantic appear- 


ance, rifing fuddenly to lofty abrupt cliffs, that jet out into a variety of 


{teep, rugged, rocky points, apparently deftitute of both foil and ver- 
dure, but terminating nearly in uniform even fummits, on which, as 
well as in the vallies or chafms that were formed between the points, were 
{mall patches of lively green that produced a very fingular effect. This 
fort of coaft continued to the north-weft point of the ifland. As we ap- 
proached this point, the regular trade wind being intercepted by thefe 
lofty fhores, we were retarded by light variable breezes, and were fre- 
quently becalmed. At noon the obferved latitude was 22° 12’, longitude 
200° 102’, The ifland of Onehow bore by compafs from s. 34 w. to 
s.44 wW.; Oreehooa, s.51 w.; and Attowal, from N.78 £. to S.g E£.; 
its north-weft point being the neareft fhore, s. 37 E., diftant three miles. 
From this point the country affumed a very different afpect; it de- 
fcended fuddenly from the mountains, and terminated in a low fandy 
fhore, fomewhat diverfified by eminences, and a few {cattered habitations, 
but wearing a fteril and defolate appearance. 

In the afternoon we were favored with a gentle northerly breeze, which 
by fun-fet brought us to the weft point of the ifland, fituated, according 
to our obfervations, in latitude 22° 4’, longitude 200°10'; off which 
extends a reef of rocks, about half a mile from the fhore. 

- Having now completed the furvey of Attowai, we met the regular 
trade wind, with which we ftood to windward for Whymea bay, in that 
ifland; where, at nine the next morning, we anchored in 23 fathoms, 
_foft bottom, and moored with a cable each way; the points of the bay 
bore by compafs v.77 w. to s.65£; the river s.95 8., diftant half a 


league. Here we again met the Wafhington; Mr. Kendrick, having | 


beaten round the eaft end of the ifland, had arrived two days before us. 
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Our arrival was foon known, and we were early vifited by many of 


- our former friends and acquaintances. Amongft the number were the 


two young women I had brought from Nootka and fettled here; dur- 
ing our late abfence they had been treated with great kindnefs and civi- 
lity, yet they were both very apprehenfive that, on our finally quit- 
ting thefe feas, the attentive behaviour they had hitherto experienced 
would be difcontinued. I however embraced the firft opportunity of 
obtaining from all the principal chiefs the moft folemn aflurances of the 
contrary. . 

We found Enemo, who had now changed his name to Wakea, ftill alive, 
and though in a fomewhat better ftate of health than when we laft left 
him, he was yet in a moft deplorably emaciated condition. 

Since our late departure, Enemo had attempted to acquire the fupreme 
authority in the government of thefe iflands, independent of Tuteeree and 
Taio. To effect this objet he had been affifted by Mr. Kendrick’s peo- 
ple, and the reft of the European and American renegadoes ; in whofe 
fupport and knowledge in the ufe of fire-arms he had placed the great- 
eft reliance, and had been induced to declare and confider his indepen- 
dency ascertain. Thefe proceedings foon reached the ear of Titeeree, 
who fent a chief and a party of men to inquire into the caule of fo fud- 
den an alteration, and to know if it were countenanced by the chiefs 
and people of the ifland, amongft whom the regent had not been confi- 
dered as very popular. But a intentions of thefe unfortunate people 
being fuppofed to be hoftile to the intereft or views of Enemo, they were 
met as they approached the fhore, and, without any previous inquiry 
ito the nature of their errand, were oppofed by a fmall party of 
Enemo’s adherents conduéted by the renegadoes, who, with their muf 
kets drove them with great flaughter from the ifland, and purfued them 
in their flight until they left very few to relate the unfortunate iffue of 
their embafly, to Tzteeree; and the untimely fate of thofe who-had fallen, 
to their inquiring relations and friends. ‘This melancholy event would 
not, moft probably, have happened, had not thefe {trangers advifed and 
aflifted in the perpetration of this diabolical and unprovoked barbarity; 
in extenuation of which they plead, Hp they were compelled to aét this 
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favage part in order to preferve the good opinion of, and keep themfelves 
in favor with, the chief. 

The Butterworth arriving at Woahoo fhortly after the return of this 
unfortunate expedition, Tvteeree folicited Mr. Brown to take him to At- 
towai for the purpofe of effecting, in an amicable way, an accommoda- 
tion with this rebellious chief. With this Mr. Brown complied, and after 
an explanatory interview on board his fhip, all matters were compro- 
mifed to the mutual fatisfattion of both parties; and fince that period 
the ifland has enjoyed tranquillity, though it ftill remained under the 
government of Enemo as regent. 

But to return. We received an early vifit from Enemo and Tamoverrve, 
accompanied only by a few chiefs, but by a great number of women, 
who were, for the moft part, of fome confequence, and attendants on his 
court. From the regent and prince I received a prefent of a few in- 


different hogs, though, according to their aflertions, they were fome of 


the beft onthe ifland. The ftock of thefe animals, they faid, by the great 
demand from the trading veffels for them for fome time paft, had been 
much reduced; and judging from the {mall number that were brought for 
fale, we had no reafon to difcredit their information. <A fupply of vege- 
tables was what we had principally depended upon procuring here, and in 
this expectation it appeared we were likely to be more fuccefsful ; though 
the yams, by far the beft {pecies for fea ftore, were alfo very fcarce. 


During the afternoon the trade wind blew a very ftrong gale; it mo- 


derated for a few hours in the evening, but in the night was attended by 
heavy gufts from the N.N.z. A continuance of this weather, although it 
did not prevent, much retarded the natives, in their paflage from the fhore 
to the fhips with the fupplies we required, until the afternoon of the 
11th; when it becoming more moderate, I paid my refpects to the re- 
gent at his refidence on fhore, in confequence of an invitation to an 
evening amufement, which, from the defcription of it by the natives, was 
very different from thofe I had before attended. 

Having been difappointed in feeing either Tzteeree or Tazo, I took this 
opportunity of depofiting with Enemo the breeding fheep I had intend- 
ed for thofe chiefs ; giving him to underftand, that in proportion as they 
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multiplied they were to be diftributed amongft the other ulands; and the 
produce of them were put under the fame reftri¢tions as I had exacted at 
Owhyhee ; with all which, himfelf, and the chiefs then prefent, ee! 
ferioufly promifed to comply. 

On our arrival at the place of exhibition, we found the performers 
affembled, confifting of a numerous throng, chiefly of women, who were 
dreffed in their various coloured clothes, difpofed with a good effect. The 
entertainment confifted of three parts, and was performed by three dif- 
ferent parties, confifting of about two hundred women in each, who 
ranged themfelves in five or fix rows, not flanding up, nor kneeling, 
but rather fitting upon their haunches. One man only advanced a few 
feet before the centre of the front row of the ladies, who feemed to be 
the hero of the piece, and, like a flugal man, gave tone and a¢tion to 
the entertainment. In this fituation and pofture they exhibited a varie- 
ty of geftures, almoft incredible for the human body fo circumftanced to 
perform. The whole of this numerous group was in fuch perfeét unifon 
of voice and a€tion, that it were impoffible, even to the bend of a fin- 
ger, to have difcerned the leaft variation. Their voices were melodious, 
and their a€tions were as innumerable as, to me, they are undeferiba- 
ble; they exhibited great eafe and much elegance, and the whole was . 
executed with a degree of correéinefs not eafily to be imagined. This 
was particularly ftriking in one part, where the performance. infltantly 
changed from a loud full chorus, and vaft agitation in the countenances 
and geftures of the a¢tors, to the moft profound filence and compo- 
fure ; and inftead of continuing in their previous ereét attitude, all fell 
down as it were lifelefs, and in their fall buried themfelves under their 
garments; conveying, in fome meafure, the idea of a boifterous ocean 
becoming fuddenly tranquillized by an inftant calm. The great diver- 
fity of their figured drefles on this occafion had a particularly good effect ; 
the feveral other parts were conducted with the fame correétnefs and 
uniformity, but were lefs eafy to defcribe. - There appeared to be much 
variety and little repetition, not only in the acting of the re{pective fets, 
but in the whole of the three parts; the performers in which, could not 
amount to lefs than fix hundred perfons. This 2oorah was completely free 
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from the difgufting obfcenity exhibited in the former entertainments, which 
I have before had occafion to notice. It was conducted through every 
part with great life and vivacity; and was, without exception, the moft 
pleafing amufement of the kind we had feen performed in the courfe of 
the voyage. 

The {peétators, who were as numerous: as at Owhyhee, were in their 
beft apparel, and all retired very peaceably after the clofe of the perfor- 
mance, about the fetting of the fun. 

All our friends feemed to be much gratified with the applaufe we had 
beftowed, and the fatisfaGtion we exprefled at the great fkill, dexterity, 
and tafte of the performers. This entertainment was ftated to be in 
compliment to the pregnancy of one of the regent’s wives, and that it 
would frequently be repeated until fhe was brought to bed; which event 
was expected to take place in about three months. 

In return for the amufement we had derived, we entertained the multi- 
tude after it was dark in our way, bya difplay of fire works, which as 
ufual were received with great furprize and admiration. 

The weather being more fettled, on the following day we completed 
our water; and having procured a few hogs, with a tolerable fupply of 
vegetables, our intended departure was made known to the regent prince 
and the reft of the chiefs; who, on receiving fuch prefents as. their fervices 
had demanded or the occafion required, all took their leave, (excepting 
one or two who propofed to accompany us to Onehow,) with every ex- 
preflion of the moft friendly regard and attachment, and with repeated 
folicitations for our fpeedy return. 

For the purpofe of procuring a fea {tock of yams, which we were given 
to underftand by the natives might be readily obtained at Onehow, we 
quitted Attowai in the morning of the 13th, and direéted our courfe to 
that ifland. 

By our feveral vifits to Attowal, we had found that the road{tead of 
Whymea was much confined in refpe&t of fafe anchorage; for although the 
Difcovery’s,cables had not been injured by a foul bottom, yet the Chat- 
ham, in march 1792, when anchored in jo fathoms water at only a 
convenient diftance to the north-weft of the Difcovery,. on a bottom of 
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foft mud, had both her cables much fretted and damaged by the rocks at 
the bottom: and not far to the eaftward of our eafternmoft anchor was 
found alfo a patch of rocky bottom, in fome places not deeper than 4 
fathoms, though furrounded by a depth of from go to 40 fathoms. 

Although a fituation more convenient to the fhore, in a lefs depth of 
water and with a muddy bottom, might have been taken within the 
Difcovery’s ftation, and is to be found by keeping the f{teep banks of the 
river not fhut in, but juft a little open; yet, from the lurking patches of 
rocks that have been found near the fame fort of bottom, it is evident 
that great caution fhould be. obferved to avoid thofe hidden dangers ; 
which may ferve to account for the cables of former veflels having been 
eut through, without reforting to an operation which appears to me in- 
eredible, and I believe impoffible to have been effeéted. 

It had been pofitively afferted, and I doubt not as pofitively believed, 
that the natives were capable of diving to the depth of 4o fathoms. 
and there cutting through a twelve or fourteen inch cable; they have 
not only been fufpetted and accufed of accomplifhing this tafk, but 
have been fired upon by fome whofe cables have been fuppofed to be 
thus injured; an act not to be juftified by common humanity, or com- 
mon fenfe. Thefe people are however very expert fwimmers, and al- 
moft as dexterous as fifh in the water, but their efforts are chiefly con- 
fined to the furface; though fome of them dive exceedingly well, yet they 
are not capable of defcending to fuch a depth, or of remaining under 
water a fufhcient time to cut through a cable. 

One of the beft divers of the country in Tamaahmaah’s eftimation, I 
faw endeavour at Karakakooa to recover a caulking iron that had been 
dropped in 12 fathoms water; and in order to induce his utmoft exer- 
tion, a great reward was offered to him if he fucceeded; but after two 
unfuccelsful attempts he was fo tired and exhaufted, that he was unable 
to make a third trial then, though he promifed to renew his exertions the 
next day; the fame reward was then again offered to him, but he could 
not be prevailed upon to make another effort, and the caulking iron 
remained at the bottom. 
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About two in the afternoon we anchored off the weft fide of Onehow, 
in 18 fathoms water, foft fandy bottom; the north-weft point of the 
land bearing by compafs n.258., half a league diftant; the neareft 
fhore E.s.£., about a mile and a quarter; its weft point s.15£.; Ta- 
hoorowa s. 43 w.; and the outer part of the reef that extends from the 
north-welt point of Onehow, N.8 £. 

In the evening, Mr. Puget, who I had dire€ted to examine the north. 
weit fide of this ifland, in the Chatham joined us, and acquainted me 
that the Chatham was very crank. 

We had now aceomplifhed our furvey of the Sandwich iflands; and 
as our expectations were difappointed in the promifed fupply of yams, in 
the evening of the 14th we took our leave of Onehow. 

In the fituation where we had anchored, our cables had not received 
any damage; but the Chatham, at anchor near us, hooked a rock under 
water, which engaged them fome time, and was with difficulty cleared; 
after great danger of lofing the anchor, as the cable was nearly chafed 
through by the rocks. It is here neceflary to remark, that although 
this ftation has‘been the general rendezvous of the feveral veffels that 
have reforted hither, for the yams and other refrefhments that Onehow 
once afforded, it is in all refpeéts greatly inferior to the place of our 
anchorage on our former vifit; the bottom here being at a greater 
depth, and very rocky, and the fituation open, and expofed to all the 
violence of the north and north-weft winds, and the {well of the ocean. 
The other fituation is proteéted from this inconvenience, with the addi- 
tional advantages of a lefs depth of water, and a clear bottom of good 
holding ground. It is not, however, quite fo central for the inhabi- 
tants to bring the produce of the ifland to market; but this is of little 
importance, for when they have any to difpofe of the diftance is not 
regarded by them. 

At the anchorage we had juft quitted, we left the Wafhington and 
an American fhip called the Nancy ; the latter had arrived only a fhort 
time before our departure ; and as it was natural to fuppofe that fhe 
muft have recently quitted the civilized world, her approach produced 
no {mall degree of anxiety in the hope of obtaining fome European in- 
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telligence. But we were difappointed in thefe hopes, as thofe on board 
of her were as totally ignorant of tranfaétions there as ourfelves, hav- 
ing been abfent from New York twenty-two months ; during which 
time they had been principally engaged at Falkland’s iflands and Staten 
land, in colleéting feal {kins and oil.. Not being fatisfied with their en- 
deavours to the fouthward, they had repaired hither to procure provifions 
and refrefhments, with the intention of proceeding afterwards to the 
coaft of North Weft America, in order to colleét furs, which they un- 
derftood were to be had there; but, according to their own account, they’ 
neither knew what were the proper commodities, nor were they pofleffed 
of any articles of traffic for obtaining fuch a cargo from the inhabi- 
tants of the feveral countries. 

On failing from Onehow, I appointed cape Douglas in Cook’s river 


_our next place of rendezvous with the Chatham, in cafe of feparation. 


There I purpofed to re-commence our furvey of the coaft of North Weft 
America; and from thence to trace its boundary eaftward to cape Deci- 
fion, the point which is ftated to have terminated the pretended ancient 
Spanifh difcoveries. _ 

Having afcertained fatisfattorily that there was not any extenfive na- 
vigation eaftwardly, between the goth and 56th degrees of north latitude, 
on this fide of the American continent, I was led to believe, that if any 
fuch did exit, it would moft probably be found communicating with 
Cook’s river, up which I entertained no doubt of penetrating to a very 
confiderable diftance; and fhould we not be able to complete our refearches 
in the courfe of the prefent feafon, we fhould at any rate, by this mode, 
reduce the unexplored part of the coaft within very narrow limits. And 
as the examination of Cook’s river appeared to me to be the moft im- 
portant, and I did not doubt would prove the moft laborious, part of our 
tafk in the enfuing campaign, I was willing not to lofe any portion of 
the approaching feafon, but to avail ourfelves of the whole of it, for the 
fake of infuring, as far as was within our powers, a certainty in the ae- 
complifhment of that objeét. For this purpofe I wifhed to be in readi- 
nefs to commence the purfuit the inftant the fpring was fufficiently ad- 
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vanced to render our endeavours pratticable, and which was now likely 
io be the cafe by the time we fhould reach that diftance. 

It was not much out of our way to afcertain the fituation of a {mall 
ifland, difcovered in 1788 by the commander of the Prince of Wales, 
and by him called Bird ifland, in confequence of its being the refort of 
vaift flocks of the feathered tribe; and alfo to examine the neighbouring 
parts of the ocean, where Captain Cook in his paflage from Oonalafhka 
to the Sandwich iflands in the year 1778 faw a fhag, and other indica- 
tions of the vicinity of land. For thefe purpofes, our courfe was farft 
dire€ted n.w. by N. in queft of Bird ifland, under an eafy fail, in order 
to allow. the Chatham to come up with us, which fhe did about midnight. 

At day-light on the 15th we made all fail, and flood more to the welt- 
ward, furrounded by an immenfe number and confiderable variety of 
oceanic birds, confifting of the {mall black and white albatroffes, tropic, 
and men of war birds; with boobies, noddies, and petrels of different 
kinds. In the forenoon the wind at £.N.£. blew a frefh gale, and in 
‘confequence of fome of the back-ftays giving way, we were obliged to 
reduce our fail; and as we had but little cordage to replace iuch rigging, 
thefe defeéts became a confideration of a very unpleafant nature in this 
early part of our fummer’s expedition. 

At noon the latitude obferved was 29°14’, longitude 198° 42’; the 
former was 14’ further north than was fhewn by our reckoning, and. was 
nearly the fame diftance to the north of the latitude affigned to Bird ifland; 
but as we expected to find it further to the weftward, though by fome 
accounts we had now paffed its meridian, our courfe was directed to the 
fouth-weft, and by two in the afternoon it was feen bearing by compafs 
w.s.w. about 7 leagues diftant. About fix in the evening we reached, 
and paffed along the fouthern fide of, this very remarkable, folitary ifland, 
or more properly f{peaking, fingle rock, rifing out of this immenfe ocean. 
Its greateft extent, which was in a direction s.74 w., and N.74 £., did 
not exceed one mile; the uncouth form of its northern, eaftern, and 
weftern extremities, againft which the fea broke with great violence, 
prefented a moft awful appearance, rifing perpendicularly from the 
ocean in lofty rugged cliffs, inacceffible but to its winged inhabitants; 
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on its fouthern fide the afcent is not fo fteep and abrupt; and near its 
weftern extremity is a {mall fandy beach, where in fine weather, and with a 
fmooth fea, a landing might probably be effeéted. At this place there was 
the appearance of a little verdure, though it was deftitute of tree or fhrub; 
every other part was apparently without foil, and confifted only of the 
naked rock. Its whole circumference does not exceed a league, and it is 
fituated in latitude 23° 6’, longitude 198° 8’. When this rock was firft 
difcovered in 1788, there were on board the Prince of Wales fome of the 
naiives of Attowai, who expreffed great furprize that there fhould be 
land fo near to their iflands (it lying from Onehow Nn. 51 w. at the dif 
tance of 39 leagues only,) and of which not only themfelves, but all 
their countrymen were totally ignorant. 

This intelligence was communicated on their return in the autumn of 
that year; and it excited in the active mind of Tazo a {trong defire to pay 
it a vifit, to eftablifh a colony there, and to annex it to his dominions; 
but on his being made thoroughly acquainted with its extent and _fteri- 
lity by the officers of that veffel, his proje€t was abandoned. ‘Thofe people 
however recognize it under the appellation of Modoo Mannoo, that is, 
Bird ifland; and from its great diftance from all other land, and its prox- 
imity to their iflands, it feems to claim fome diftant pretenfions to’ be 
ranked in the group of the Sandwich iflands, of which we now took 
leave, purfuant to the determination already ftated. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Quit the Sandwich iflands—Part company with the Chatham—Indicatrons of 


land—See Tfcherikow tfland—Pafs Trinity wfles-— Proceed along the 
coafi—Enter and proceed up Cook's river. 


Havin G bid farewell to the Sandwich iflands, our courfe was diretted 
to the northward, with a frefh breeze from the N.£. by £.; but as the 
Chatham was fome diftance a-ftern, the topfails were double reefed, and 
in the courfe of the evening the jib and ftay-fails were taken in, under 
the idea that with fuch reduced fail the Chatham would foon overtake us; 
but aséfhe did not make her appearance by ten at night, nor an{wer a falfe 
fire then burnt, the mainfail was hauled up, and we continued under the 
forefail and double-reefed topfails only, in the hope of feeing our confort 
at day-light; but in this we were difappointed, and I was much at a lofs 
to account for the caufe that had produced our feparation. It was a 
matter of extreme uncertainty what courfe would prove moft likely to 
effet our meeting again, as it was not improbable that by the low fail 
we had carried during the night, fhe might have paffed us unobferved, 
and was then a-head; this was as likely to have happened, as that fome 
accident had occafioned her fhortening fail, and that fhe was yet a-ftern. 
The latter would probably have been announced by fignal; under this 
impreffion we made the beft of our way towards the coaft of America, 
with the hope of rejoining our confort at the appointed rendezvous. 

The trade wind between N.£., E.N.E., and eaft, blowing a moderate 
gale, with fqually and fometimes rainy weather, attended us until the 
following friday, when. towards midnight, haying then advanced to the 
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95° of latitude, and in longitude 1964°, it veered round by the eaft to 
the fouth, and on the next data it feemed to be fixed in the weftern quar- 
ter, accompanied with dark gloomy weather, and a very heavy fea from 
the north and n.w., whieh had been frequently the cafe fince our leay- 
ing the iflands. 

But few of the black and white albatrofles, petrels, or others of the 
feathered tribe had attended us. In the evening the wind fhifted to the 
N.N.E., where it continued with gloomy weather until monday, when it 
fixed in the s.£., and blew a frefh gale with the fame dark gloomy wea- 
ther. A few intervals of fun-fhine enabled us on the following day to 
afcertain the latitude to be 39° 9’, longitude 198° 46’; and the variation 
of the compals 19° 42’, eaftwardly. This was an increafe in the varia- 
tion far beyond our expectations; but as thefe were the firft obfervations 
we had been enabled to make for this purpofe fince our departure from 


the Sandwich iflands, it is probable the increafe had been gradual to this 


{lation. Our climate was alfo greatly changed, the thermometer during 
the laft week having fallen from 76 to 50; but the barometer having been 
unfortunately BrOReH: I had no means of afcertaining the other proper- - 
ties of the air. The foutherly gale produced a Tivseah fea, and as to- 
wards night we ap proached the parallel where Captain Cook had noticed 
fome indications of the vicinity of land, we flood to and fro under an 
éafy fail until the morning of the 26th, when witha ftrong gale from the 
weftward we pafled about 15 leagues to the north-weftward of the Refo- 
lution’s track in the year 1778. Throughout the day the weather was 
clear, which enabled us to gain a diftant view in all dire€tions, but no- 
thing was feen to intercept the horizon. The latitude at noon was 40° 
45, which was extremely well afcertained by good obfervations. The 
longitude 200° 17’ was deduced from altitudes of the fun, and from the 
chronometers both before and after mid-day, when the variation was 
found to be 15° 43’ eaftwardly. Few oceanic birds vifited us in this fitu- 
ation. ‘Two pieces of drift wood were pafled this day, one piece ap- 
peared to have been a great length of time in the water, as it fwam very 
deep, and was nearly covered with barnacles; the other was much more 
buoyant, and had on it but few of thofe fhell fifh. Thefe were the only 
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pieces of drift wood, and the only indications of the vicinity of land, feen 1794: 
by us between the Sandwich iflands and the American coaft. I was, how- -~—~ 
ever, afterwards informed by Mr. Puget, that in his paffing thefe regions 

between the 37th and goth degrees of latitude, about 4 degrees to the 
weftward of our track, he faw, befides petrels and other oceanic birds. 

puffins, and a bird of the diver kind; and that for a few hours, in the la- 

titude of about 99°, the furface of the fea was remarkably fmooth. Meffis. 

Portlock and Dixon alfo in their voyage, in two fimilar paflages about 

the fame latitude, and in longitude 206°, faw feals, puffins, and other 
indications, that induced them to think fome undifcovered land was not 

far remote; but the weather being then, as it was alfo at the time of the 
Chatham’s paffing, very foggy, this faét could not be afcertained. As 

fuch indications are by no means common in the north pacific, they fa- 

vor the conjetture that fome land, though poflibly of no very great ex- 

tent, ftill remains unknown to Europeans in this neighbourhood. 

With a frefh gale moftly from the weftern quarter, we proceeded ra- 
pidly to the north, and by the following funday reached the latitude of Suncay go 
50° 10’, longitude 205° 9’; the variation on the preceding afternoon was 
16° 29' eaftwardly. The wind had been attended by a very heavy {well 
from the fouth-weftward; the intervals of clear weather were of fhort 
duration, andin general it was very gloomy, with fhowers of rain fuc- 
ceeded by a fall of fhnow. The thermometer funk to 35. In the courfe 
of the day fome fea weed and fome divers were obferved; about the fhip 
were alfo fome albatroffes and fheer-waters. Our climate now began to 
affume a degree of feverity that was new to us; on the next day the mer- Monday 3:, 
cury ftood at the freezing point, and for the firft time during the voyage 
the feuttle cafk on deck was frozen, 

After a few hours calm the wind fettled in the N.£., attended with , pei, 
froft and fnow until the ed of april, when in latitude 55° 49’, longitude Wednel. e. 
204° 3’, it veered to the N.w., and blew fo ftrong a gale that in the 
evening we were reduced to clofe-reefed topfails. The froft, with much 
fnow and fleet, cafed our rigging in ice; the thermometer f{tood at 26°. 

In the forenoon of the 3d a fhag pafled the fhip, flying to the eaftward, Thurlday 3. 
and about three in the afternoon, high land almoft intirely covered with 
fhow 
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fnow was difcerned, bearing by compafs Nn. by E. By feven in the even- 
ing this was plainly difcovered to be an ifland, extending by com- 
pafs from N. 2 w. to N. 32 w., at the diftance of thirteen miles, with 
fome detached rocks lying off its weftern extremity. In this fituation the 
depth of water was 75 fathoms, fand and fhelly bottom. 

Although I did not confider this ifland as altogether a new difcovery, 
yet as its fituation had not hitherto been well afcertained, and as during 
the laft three days our obfervations had been but indifferent, I thought 
it proper to pafs the night in ftanding backward and forward, in order to 
gain a nearer view of it, and in the hope that the following day would 
be more favorable to our wifhes for this purpofe. 

With the wind at vn. w. blowing a moderate breeze, the mercury at 
27, andextremely cold, we made all fail for the land the next morning; 
but in confequence of our having been fet by a very flrong current to 
the s.w., we were fo far diftant, that it was near noon before we had pafled 
its fouthern point. We were fortunate in gaining excellent obfervations, 
which at noon determined our fituation to be in latitude 55° 48’, longitude 
205° 16’; this fhewed a confiderable error in our reckoning fince the 
firft day of the month, the latitude being 22" further north, and the lon- 
gitude 72' further eaft, than had appeared by the log. The depth of 
water at this time was 23 fathoms, fine black fandy bottom.. The north- 
ea{t point of the ifland bore by compafs n. 55 w., diftant about 2 leagues ; 
its eaftern extremity, which is a low rocky point, and was our neareft 
fhore, s.66 w., two miles; and its fouth point, s. 30 w., about 2 leagues 
diftant. In the point of view in which we faw the fouth-weft, fouthern, 
and caftern fides of this ifland, it appeared to form a fomewhat Irregu- 
Jar four-fided figure, about 10 leagues in circuit; having from its weft- 
ern part, which 1s low and flat, and which had the appearance of being 
infular, a remarkably high, flat, {quare rock, lying in a direction s. 66 w., 
at the diftance of two miles, between which and the ifland is a ledge of 
{maller rocks. The center of the ifland appeared by our obfervations 
to be in latitude 55° 49, longitude 205° q’. 

The feafon of the year greatly contributed to increafe the dreary and 
inhofpitable afpect of the country; in addition to which it feemed to be 
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intirely deftitute of trees or fhrubs, or they were hidden beneath its win- 
ter garment of fnow, which appeared to be very deep about its fouih- 
eaftern parts, confifting of high fteep cliffs; but on its wettern fide, which 
was confiderably lower, this appearance was not fo general. About its 
fhores were fome fmall whales, the firft we had noticed during this paf- 
fage to the north. From the relative fituation of this ifland to the con- 
tinent, I was inclined to believe it to be that which Beering called Foggy 
ifland; but as Captain Cook gave that name to another ifland not far 
diftant to the weftward, I have in honor of Beering’s companion 7/che- 
rikow, whofe labors in the arduous tafk of difcovery do not appear to 
have been thus commemorated, called this ifland after him Tscuerr- 
KOWw’'S ISLAND. 

In our route from the Sandwich iflands to this {lation it may be feen, 
that whenever the winds would permit, our courfe was dire¢ted far to the 
weftward of the entrance into Cook’s river, as delineated by that able 
navigator. My reafon for fo doing, in the event of circumflances per- 
mitting, was to fall in with thofe parts which Captain Cook was pre- 
vented from feeing between Foggy cape and cape Trinity; as I much 
wifhed to afcertain whether that fpace was occupied by land, or whether 
it communicated with Smoky bay, as has been reprefented in fome late 
publications, though in a manner not eafily to be underftood. The 
winds and weather had, however, been adverfe to this defign ; and al- 
though the latter prefented now a more favorable profpeét, yet the 
wind, at N.w., blew in the very direétion I wifhed to fteer for that pur- 
pofe. But as it was favorable for continuing along the exterior coaft, 
and as we had already been greatly retarded in our gencral operations, 
by adverfe winds and other untoward circumftances, I was induced to 
forego the objeé&t I had in view, left fimilar inconvenience fhould conti- 
nue to attend us, and caufe delays that we could ill afford in the profe- 
cution of our furvey. Thefe confiderations induced me to make all fail, 
fteering with the wind at N.N.w. during the afternoon to the N.£.; and 
having at fix in the evening made our courfe good from noon, N. 65 E., 
4o miles, Trinity ifland was feen bearing by compafs from N. 5 £. to N. 
15 w., and another ifland from w.$N. tow. bys. The latter I took 
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to be that which is laid down in Captain Cook’s chart to the fouth-weft of 
Trinity ifland. This land, although not noticed in Captain Cook’s jour- 
nal, was feen and paffed on its fouthern fide by the Difcovery in that 
voyage, which proves that the Refolution and Difcovery could not have 
gone far to the north of Tfcherikow’s ifland, which was obfcured at that 
time by thick foggy weather. 

After fun-fet, the wind veered more to the weftward; and enabled us 
to fiand nearly for Trinity ifland,. under our double-reefed topfails; and 
at midnight, having foundings at the depth of 50 fathoms, foft fandy 
bottom, we plied until ,day-light under an‘eafy. fail, with foundings from: 
70 to 82 fathoms, fine fandy bottom... At day-light we made. all fail, 
fteering towards Trinity ifland, which bore by compafs from.n. 6 w. to 
N.w., the main land beyond it firetching ‘to the N.N.E, 

With a moderate breeze, between N.w. and w.s.w., we drew in with 
the land, and the weather being clear permitted us to notice three or 
four mountains of confiderable height, on the main land, behind thole, 
that bounded the fea-coaft; all of which at firft appeared to. be covered 
with fnow; but as we approached the fhores, the lower parts of the coaft 
were found in general to be free from fnow, and confiderably more fo 
than T{cherikow ifland. The froft which, fince the 31{t of march, had 
been very fevere, now gave way, and the thermometer rofe to 35. At 
noon the eaftern extreme of Trinity iland bore by compals s. 96 w., 
diftant 13 miles; its north-weft point s. 42 w.; cape Trinity s.77 w.; 
the land of Two-headed point from N. 39 w. to N. 24. w.; and the north- 
ernmoft land in fight y.19 £.. The obferved latitude 56° 40’, longitude 
207° 74’... In the courle of the morning, the variation, by the furveying 
compafs, was found to be 29° 30’ eaftwardly. 

As we pafled Trinity ifland, it appeared to be divided into, two 
iflands, with feveral others of inferior fize lying to the north, between 
them and the land about cape Trinity. The eaft point of the eaftern- 
moft is, according to our obfervations, fituated in latitude 56° 992’, lon- 
gitude 206° 47’; and Two-headed point, compofing a {mall illand that 
terminates to the north-eaft by a low flat rocky point, in latitude 56° 
54%. longitude 207°5’. Captain Cook, in affigning the longitude to 
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‘Drinity ifles, which occupy an extent of about fix leagues in an eaft and 
weft dire€tion, does not defignate any particular part, but fays they lie 
in latitude 56° 96’, longitude 205°.. The longitude of the eait point of 
Trinity ifland, agreeably to the obfervations made that voyage on board 
the Difcovery, was 205° 53/3 neither of which will be found to agree 
with the longitude on this occafion, which was deduced from exceeding- 
ly good obfervations, both before and after noon, and corrected by fub- 
fequent obfervations: 

Southweftward from Two-headed ifland the coaft is low, and appears 
to be compat ; but immediately to the northward of it the fhores de- 
fcend abruptly into the fea, appear to be much broken, and form an 
extenfive found, of which the flat rocky point may be confidered as 
its fouth-weft point of entrance; from this its north-eaft point, being 
low projeéting land, lies N. 58 £., at the diltance of 3 leagues. The fe- 
veral branches that appeared to flow into the found, feemed to wind to- 
ward the bafe of a conneéted range of high {nowy mountains, which 
no doubt gave boundaries to their extent. 

As we proceeded gently acrofs the entrance of this found with a light 
foutherly breeze, we were vilited in the afternoon by two of its inhabi- 
tants, a young man anda girl, ina {mall {kin canoe, who fhewed that they 
had been acquainted with fome European nation, by their having adopted 


our mode of falutation in bowing as they approached the fhip, and by | 


their coming on board without the leaft hefitation. We entertained no 
doubt of their having been fo inftruéted by the Ruffians ; and, if we 
underftood them rightly, there were fix perfons of that nation then re- 
fiding on fhore in the found. The man took his dinner without the 
leaft ceremony, drank brandy, and accepted fuch prefents as were made 
him, but feemed to prefer fnuff and filk handkerchiefs to every thing 
elfe. Whilft he remained on board, which was about an hour, I endea- 
youred to learn from him the name which the natives give to this part 
of the coaft, but could not gain any fatisfa€tory information. He clear- 
ly and diftinétly counted the numerals im the languages of Oonalafhka 
and Prince William’s found, though thefe do not bear the leaft affinity to 
each other. From his general appearance, I was more inclined to be- 
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lieve him to be a Kamtfchatdale than a native of America, or its adjacent 
iflands. After their departure we were vifited by a fingle Indian in a 
canoe, but he was not fo familiar as the others; he paddled at a dif- 
tance round the fhip, and then returned to the fhore. At feven in the 
evening we were becalmed within about two miles of the north-eaft 
point of the found; when the depth of water was 24 fathoms, fine 
{andy bottom. 

The weather continued fair, with faint variable winds, until midnight ; 
at which time the wind fixed m the north-eaft quarter, and brought with 
it {leet and diffolving {now ; thus the flattering profpeét that had been pre- 
fented, of a favorable paffage to our deftined ftation, was again ob{cured, 
and that we might not lofe ground, we were obliged to ply againft a 
heavy fea and a ftrong n.£. gale, which, on the forenoon of the 6th, 
reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails. 

The gale between N.N.E. and eaft, varied a little in force and direc- 


tion, and permitted us to gain fome advantage. On tuefday morning 


we were within about a league of the coaft, which appeared to be much 
broken; cape Barnabas bore by compafs s. 30 w.; the north point of a 
found, of which the land adjoining to cape Barnabas forms its fouthern 
fide, s.57 w.; the north point of another apparent found, s.69 w.; a 
tract of Jand much lower than the coaft in its vicinity, free from fnow, 
and feemingly detached from the main land, from s. 80 w. to N. 29 w.; 
its neareft part w.N.w., about a league diftant ; a low projecting point, 
being the eafternmoft part of that which appeared to be the main land in 
fight, N.16£.; and an ifland, from N. 265. to N.92 5. In this neigh- 
bourhood the land was more free from fnow than that further to the 
fouth; occafioned moft probably by the alteration in the temperature of 
the weather, as the mercury now ftood at 404, and gave us hopes that 
the feverity of the winter feafon was at an end; this made me extremely 
anxious to reach our deftined ftation, from whence the labours of the 
fummer were to commence. 

Our obfervations at noon fhewed our fituation to be in latitude’ 56° 
58, longitude corretted as before flated by fubfequent obfervations, 208° 
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1g. . The ifland then bore by compals N.23 w-; and cape Barnabas ap- 
pearing to lie in latitude 57° 10, longitude 207° 45 N. 81 Ww. 

The two following days being for the moft part calm, though what 
little wind there was. continued from the N.E. with thick mifty weather, 
prevented our feeing much of the land until thurfday evening, when we 
tacked about a league from the north-eaft point of the above ifland, 
which appeared to be about 2 leagues in circuit, and its center to be 
Gituated in latitude .57° 24’, longitude 208° 20. This ifland renders this 
part of the coaft. very remarkable, being the oniy diftinguifhable detached. 
land of any magnitude north-eaftward from Trinity ifles. — Its north-weft 
part projects in a low point towards the main land, from whence alfo a 
low flat point extends towards the ifland, forming a paflage about halfa 
league wide, to all appearence free from interruption. This ifland is 
not noticed in Captain Cook’s chart or his journal, probably owing to 
the very foggy weather which prevailed when the Refolution was im its 
neighbourhood; it was however feen in that voyage from on board the 
Difcovery, and then placed by me 5 to the fouth of its fituation deduced 
from the refult of our prefent obfervations, which I have reafon to be- 
lieve are not liable to any material error. The wind having fixed in the 
n.w. brought us clear weather, but we were obliged to ftand from the 
coaft, the northernmott part of which diftinéily feen was cape Greville, 
bearing by compafs N. 50 W.; fome rocks extending from the cape N. 
42 w., and the above mentioned ifland, s. go w. 

- With the approach of the following day the wefterly breeze increafed, 
and we paffed rapidly to the north, though too far from the land to af- 
certain any thing with precifion between cape Greville and cape St. 
Hermogenes ; had we been able to have fteered for point Banks, and 
from thence acrofs Smoky bay, fome conclufion might have been drawn 
whether the land we had thus coafted along was compofed of iflands, or 
whether it was as Captain Cook had confidered it, a part ‘of the continent. 
I much regretted that I had it not in my power to become fatisfied in this 
refpe, as the feafon had now put on a very favorable appearance, which 
rendered it important that not a moment fhould, be loft in profecuting 
the examination of this extenfive opening. At noon cape Greville, the 
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fouthernmoft part of the coaft in fight, bore by compafs s. 28 w., the 
ifland of St. Hermogenes, from s.56 w. to s. 8g w.; the wefternmoft 
mountain feen over cape Douglas, N. 81 w.; and the barren ifles nN. 55 w. 
In this fituation the obferved latitude was 58° 14’, and the longitude 
deduced from very fatisfattory obfervations both before and after noon, 
209° 252’. From this authority cape Greville appeared to be in latitude 
57° 34%’, longitude 208° 26’; and the fouth extreme of the ifland St. 
Hermogenes, in latitude 58 102’, longitude 208° 56’. The variation in 
the afternoon was 21° 97’ eaftwardly. 

Thefe pofitions of longitude vary materially from thofe affigned ba 
Captain Cook; but as fimilar differences occurred afterwards in other 
inftances, | fhall for the prefent decline making any comments on this. _ 
fubject. 

With the wind chiefly at weft, by faturday noon we were faft ap- 
proaching the coaft to the eaftward of cape Elizabeth, which then bore 
by compafs n. 84 w.; the barren ifles, s.55 w. to s. 34 w.; the north- 
ernmoft part of the coaft in fight, N. 26£., and the neareft fhore, nN. 6w., 
five or fix miles diftant; here we had foundings in 70 fathoms water, 
fandy bottom, and by an indifferent obfervation the latitude was 59° 
longitude 209° 20’. The top of high water appeared to be at noon, as 
at that time no effect was felt from a tide; but tmmediately afterwards 
we were driven at a confiderable rate to the eaftward, until half paft one, 
when, on a breeze fpringing up from that quarter, we fteered for cape 
Elizabeth, and paffed that promontory, and entered Cook’s river about 
half paft five. The coaft 1s compofed of high land, before which lie 
three fmall iflands and fome rocks; the cape is itfelf the largeft, and the 
moft weftern of thefe iflands, which appeared to afford a navigable chan- 
nel between them and the main land, nearly in an eaft and weft direétion ; 
though between the cape and the middle ifland fome low lurking rocks 
were difcerned, which had the appearance of being connefted with a 
ciufter of rocks above the furface of the fea, lying from the cape S. 50 E., 
at the diftance of three or four miles. To the fouth-weft of the middle 
ifland is another clufter of rocks, both above and beneath the furface of 
the water. 
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The thermometer now varied between 4o and 45; and the fnow, ex- 
cepting in the deep chafms of the rocks, was melted to a confiderable 
height on the fides of the hills, which being well wooded, aflumed a far 
more cheerful afpeét than the country to the fouthward. Spring feem- 
ed to be making fo rapid a progrefs here, that we had every reafon to 
indulge the hope of being able to carry our refearches into execution, 
without any interruption from the feverity of the feafon. 

As I had determined to commence ‘our furvey on the weftern fide of 
the river, as far up that fide as the wind now at N.N.E. would permit us 
to fetch, we proceeded in queft of fome convenient ftation for the fhip, 
from whence two boat parties. might be difpatched, the one to examine 
the fhores fouthward to cape Douglas, the ether to. precede the fhip in: 
our route up the river. 

For the firft time this feafon we noticed fome flocks of wild geefe, and 
could not avoid remarking, that they all flew to the fouthward, contrary 
to what might have been expected from the advanced ftate and mildnefs 
of the feafon; which however on funday morning fuffered a very mate- 


rial alteration, as the wind came to the N.£. and was attended by a fharp- 


froft anda very heavy fall of fnow. On leaving the eaftern fhore the 
depth of water gradually increafed from 25 to 35 fathoms, fine fandy 
bottom in mid-channel, and then decreafed again as we approached the 
weftern fhore, which about fix was indiftinétly perceived through the 
falling {now ; and being then in go fathoms water, we anchored until the 
weather fhould prove more favorable to our purfuit. In this fituation we 
remained, without being able to difcern the adjacent fhores, until the fol- 
lowing forenoon, when the weflern horizon became clear, and fhewed us 
cape Douglas bearing by compafs s.g E.; mount St. Auguftin, s. 9 w.; 
the northernmoft land in fight, N.gw.; and a low point, s. 31 w.; 
from whence the fhores to the fouthward fell fo far back to the weftward, 
that we could only diftnguifh the fummits of a range of lofty disjoined. 
mountains intirely covered with fnow, that feemed principally to eccu- 
py the fpace between that low point and cape Douglas, but at the fame 
time gave the country an appearance in this point of view of being 
greatly divided by water. From: thence to the northward, excepting. 
a fmall open bay abreaft of us with two rocks lying before its entrance, 
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the fhores appeared to be compaét, and the furface of the: country. de- 
{cending rather abruptly at firft, admitted near the water-fide a nar- 
row border of low land; this was covered with wood, which continued 
to grow fome diftance up the fides of the mountains, which were very 
lofty and rugged, and above the line where et ceafed were wrap- 
ped in perpetual fnow. . | 
Whilft we had a clear and diftin& view of every thing in the weftern 
uarter, the oppofite fide of the horizon was totally ob{cured from our 
fight by a dark mifly haze. We had, however, by intervals of clearer 
weather, been enabled to form fome idea of our fituation, and of the 
coaft to the fouthweftward, which I now confidered as lying behind us; 
the broken and infular appearance of which gave me reafon to expeét the 
examination of it would be a laborious tafk, notwithftanding that the 
range of mountains that bounded our horizon, in that direétion, admit- 
ted of a ftrong prefumption that the whole might be clofely connetted 
by land, not fufficiently elevated to be vilible at our remote diftance. 

As I concluded the Chatham could not be far behind, if fhe had not 
already preceded us; and as I had particularly direéted that the furvey 
{hould commence at cape Douglas, I had little doubt, on our meeting, 
that any thing would be left unexamined in that quarter: but fhould it 
fo happen, that any further inquiry might be deemed neceffary, and that 
we fhould be obliged to return by the fame route, the fammer feafon in 
that cafe would be more advanced and more favorable to our refearches 
in that region, which 1s expofed to all the influence of the oceanic winds 
and waves, and in the prefent inclement weather would be a very ha- 
zardous undertaking in our open boats, the only means by which, from 
experience, I was confident this object could now be accomplifhed. To 
avoid, therefore, as much as poflible, any delay, or mifapplication of 
time, I determined to proceed up the river, keeping clofe along its 
weftern fhore, and forthwith to purfue our inveftigation to its navi- 
gable extent. 

Agreeably to this determination, being favored with the flood tide, 
although not a very rapid one, we fteered to the northward until about 
three in the afternoon; when, on meeting the reflux, we anchored 
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about a league from the weftern fhore, in 20 fathoms water, foft fandy 
bottom. The latitude, by double altitudes, was 60°14.. The froft fill 
conunued ; the wind was moderate, though variable, attended with a 
very heavy fall of fnow, and an unpleafant {well from the s.z. Thefe 
combined circumftances detained us at anchor until the next day in the 
afternoon, when we took the advantage of the latter part of the flood- 
tide, but advanced only a few miles before the ebb obliged us again to 
anchor in 25 fathoms water, foft bottom. Here the weftern fhore was 
bounded by lofty rugged mountains, between the bafes of which and the 
water-fide was a margin of low, or moderately elevated, wood-land 
country. Two {mall openings were obferved, the northernmoft, being 
the largeft, appeared to be a found, winding towards the foot of the 
voleano, which, from its apparently clofe conneétion with the neigh- 
bouring mountains, probably gave the limits to its extent, Thefe open- 
ings we left for the examination of Mr. Puget, not confidering them 
fufficiently important to retard our progrefs, efpecially as the appear- 
ance of the atmofphere indicated a favorable change in the weather. 
The fnow had ceafed to fall, and, excepting fome dark clouds between 
the n.N.E. and N.w., the fky and horizon were perfeftly clear, and 
gave us, for the firft time fince faturday night, a diftant view of the 
fouthern parts of the eaftern fhore; the night, however, was attended 
with the fevereft froft we had yet experienced, the mercury fell to 29, 
and although the weather was clear and cheerful the next morning, yet 
the air was fo exceffively keen, that the fun’s rays had no effeét on the 
thermometer. We weighed about ten in the forenoon, with the flood- 
tide, and a light breeze from the n.w., and proceeded up the river; 
the mercury at noon had rifen to 26°, the obferved latitude 60° 11’, lon- 
gitude 208° 292’, and the variation m the forenoon was obferved to be 
23°46 eafterly, which I confidered as too little, notwithftanding that the 
obfervations were very carefully made. Our courfe was dire&ted be. 
tween the weftern fhore’and the low ifland near it mentioned by Captain 
Cook. 
Shortly after noon, we were vifited by three of the natives, each in: 
a {mall {kin canoe,:who without the leaft hefitation made their canoes 
faft 
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faft alongfide, and came on board with evident marks of being acquaint- 
ed with European manners, by their bowing very ,refpeétfully on coming’ 
upon deck. They made figns for fnuff and tobacco, which, with fome 
other trivial articles they folicited, ‘they feemed to be highly gratified. by 
receiving, and expreffed a degree of :modeft concern that they had not 
any thing to offer in return. At dinner they did not make: the leaft 
{cruple of partaking of our repaft, with fuch wine.and liquors \as! were 
offered to them ; though of thefe they drank very fparingly, feeming te 
be well aware of their powerful effe&i.. The weather was calm on their 
arrival; but.towards the evening a light breeze {prange up from the 
fouthward, and as they had but flightly feewred their canoes, the proba- 
bility of their breaking adrift was pomted out to them. On this they 
made figns to know if we were gomg up the river, and on their being 
anfwered by the fame means in the affirmative, they eafily gave us to 
underftand that they-wifhed to accompany us, and that their canoes 
fhould be taken on board, with which I had no. objection ‘to com- 
ply. , 
With a boat a-head, founding the depth of water from 13 to 17 fa- 
thoms, we continued our courfe until fix in the evening, when the in- 
fluence of the returning tide being ftronger than that of the wind, we 
anchored in 15 fathoms water, fandy bottom. In this fituation the 
mountains feen over cape Douglas bore by compafs s. 5. £., diftant 35 
leagues ; mount St. Auguftin s.6 w.; the north-eaft point of the moft 
northern opening or found, s. 20 w., diftant 19 miles; the Volcano s. 
28 w.; a remarkably lofty mountain on the welt fhore, s. 85 w.; the 
north extreme of the low ifland, in a line with another high diftant 
mountain, N. 4 £.3; its neareft fhore eaft, diftant two miles; its fouth 
point s.75 £., a league diftant; beyond which the eaftern fhore was 
{cen ftretching to s. 41 £.; and the neareft part of the weftern fhore 
w. 87 w., about four miles diftant: this is a fteep cliff moderately high; 


the fhore on either fide is a low flat beach, particularly to the north- 


ward, where the margin of low land 1s of a greater extent than we 
had noticed further to the fouthward, from the bafe of the mountains, 


which, fo far as we were able to difcern, are a conneéted and undivi- 
ded 
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ded barrier along the weftern fide of the river. Our latitude at this 
anchorage was 60° 231’, longitude 208° 93’.. The night tide not ferving 
our purpofe, we waited the return of the flood on the following day, 
but as that would not take place until about noon, I employed the morn- 
ing by making an excurfion to the ifland. 

We landed with tolerable eafe on the fouth point of what at high 
water forms a fhallow bay, but at low tide is a flat of fand and mud, on 
which were lymg innumerable large fragments of rock not attached to 
the fpot on which they refted, but evidently brought and depofited there 
by the violence of the tide, or by fome other powerful agency. The 
globular form which moft of them had acquired, with the fmoothnefs of 
their furface, indicated their having been much fubjeéted to a rolling 
motion. The ifland was in moft parts covered with fmall pine and alder 
trees, but the {now that was lying very deep on the ground confined our 
walk to the beach, on which were lodged fome fmall drift wood, and 
many large pieces of ice that feemed to have been there left by the tides 
that had flowed much higher than thofe which at that time prevailed; from 
hence we were induced: to fuppofe that the froft had broken up, and that 
the feverity of the then weather was a fecond vifitation of winter. In 
the {now we faw the tracks of fome {mall animals, and on the beach we 
found fome pieces of coal refembling.the cannel coal. The fhip pro- 
ceeded at flack tide with a light breeze from the north-eaft, ftood to wind- 
ward, and: having advanced about 4 miles from her laft fation in a di- 
reCtion N.NvE., I repaired omboard. 

The depth of water hadi now (about one o’clock) decreafed to 8 fa- 
thoms; in the expectation. of finding a deeper channel we again ftood 
towards the ifland ; the foundings’ however foon. decreafed to 6 fathoms, 
and, immediately after, the {hip grounded in 15 feet water; here fhe 
refted for a fhort time, then fwung round, and again floated with a jerk, 
conveying the ideaof her having refted ona round ftone, fimilar to thofe 
found.on the beach at the’ ifland. The depth foon increafed, as we pro- 
ceeded: towards the ifland, to 15 fathoms, where we anchored to wait for 
the ebb tide, inorder that we might return bythe way we had come, as 
little advantage could be derived. by-perfifting ina route fo intricate 
«Vor, III, O and 
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and unpleafant. The fhoal on which the fhip had grounded is of fome 


extent, it ftretches to the northward, lies between fix and feven miles 
from the main land, and is near a league from the weit fide of the ifland ; 
where alfo a flat extends fome diftance into the river. 

The object I had had in view. being now fully accomplifhed, in having 
afcertained that the weftern fhore behind the ifland was compatt, I de- 
termined to proceed immediately to the furtheft extent of Captain Cook’s 
refearches, and from thence to carry my examination into execution as 
circumftances fhould direét. For this purpofe, about feven in the even- 
ing, the weather being nearly calm, we weighed, and committed our- 
felves to the influence of the ebb tide, a meafure that in regions fo un- 
known cannot be defended as being the moft prudent; yet in fervices of 
this nature a very confiderable degree of rifk muft frequently be encoun- 
tered, or the accomplifhment of particular obje¢ts would neceflarily be 
prolonged to a very diftant and indefinite period. The truth of this ob- 
fervation was very foon exhibited. By the time we had paffed about a 
league in a direGtion s. 38 w. from the anchorage that we had quitted in 
the forenoon, we again fuddenly found ourfelves in a very fhallow wa-. 
ter, and were under apprehenfions of being aground every  inftant, 
which, with the falling tide, muft have been attended with very unplea- 
fant, if not ferious, confequences.. Whilft in this irkfome ftate, and at 
the moment when our depth had decreafed to g fathoms, a light breeze 
of wind providentially fprang up, which rendered the fhip manageable, 
and permitted us to fteer to the eaftward ; our depth then foon increafed 
to 7, and afterwards gradually to 30, fathoms. Having kept a fouth- 
wefterly courfe until midnight, and at that time reaching no bottom 
with 40 fathoms of line, I concluded we were far to the fouthward of 
the fhoal laid down in Captain Cook’s chart, as extending from the fouth 
point of the ifland. 

For the purpofe of taking the advantage of the flood tide, to affift our 
progrefs up the river, although we confidered the fhoal to lie far to the 
north of us, yet that we might run no rifk we hauled gradually to the fouth 
and s.s.£., in order to pafs it at fome diftance; this precaution, however, 
availed us little, for we had not advanced far before the depth of water was 

again 
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again under g fathoms ; and inftantly decreafing to 4, the fhip ftruck with 
fome degree of violence, occafioned by a very heavy {well from the ocean, 
that for fome days paft had been attendant on the flood tide. About 
one o’clock, having a fine commanding breeze from the n.z., we fteered 
to the weftward and s.w., but to no purpofe, the tide having more in- 
fluence on the body of the fhip than the wind on her fails ; in this very 
unpleafant predicament we remained nearly ftationary for about an hour 
and an half, the fhip frequently ftriking, and fometimes fo heavily as 
to occafion conftant apprehenfion left the mafts fhould come by the 
board, or fome worfe accident befall us. Every effort to get to the 
weftward of the fhoal proving ineffeétual, we had no other alternative 
than to crofs it if poffible, by purfumg an oppofite line of direétion ; 


this attempt however feemed to be full of danger, as its fhalloweft part ap-. 


peared by the breakers to be at its eaftern extremity, which had induced 
me to perfevere fo long in my endeavours to get to the weftward. The 
attempt was made, and was happily crowned with a fuccefs far beyond 
my moft fanguine expectations. After having got the fhip’s head to 
the eaftward fhe {truck but once more, (though that was the moft vio- 
lent and alarming fhock we had fuftained) in croffing the fhoal; the 
water foon after deepened to 10 and 15 fathoms, and we had the further 
fatisfa€tion of finding that the fhip made no water, nor were we able to 

perceive that fhe had in any other refpeét received the leaft damage. 
We arrived in deep water juft as the dawning of day enabled us to 
procure fome angles, which fhewed that we had paffed the fhoal about 
a league to the fouth-weft of the fouth point of the ifland, and (by the 
appearance of the broken water in our paflage) nearly over its middle, 
as it {eemed to extend full a league further in that direftion. From the 
great variety in the foundings in pafling over it, it fhould appear to be 
very uneven, as in feveral inftances, when the fhip ftruck violently, or 
when fhe refted on the ground, the depth by the lead line was frequent- 
ly near 4 fathoms, and the rife and fall of the waves was by no means 
equal to this difference. It is not improbable that this fhoal might have 
arrefted fome fragments of rocks fimilar to thofe before mentioned ; and 
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if fo, it was infinitely more dangerous to contend with than a mere {pit 
of fand, and renders our prefervation a moft providential event. 

We continued to take advantage of the flood tide, and ftood to wind- 
ward until, about feven the next morning, when on the ebb making, we 
anchored off thé eaftern fide of the ifland, in 14 fathoms. water, flony 
bottom, about a league from its fhore; along which extends a continua- 
tion of the fhoal about two miles from the ifland. 

I fhould be wanting in juftice to our Indian paffengers, were I to omit 
ftating their docility and refpe€tful behaviour whilft they were on board; 
as alfo the anxiety they expreffed for our fafety, left the veffel whilft 
ftriking fhould break to pieces; and the real fatisfa¢tion and happinefs 
they exhibited on being given to underftand that we were again in per- 
fect. fecurity. 

The weather now, though extremely cold, (the mercury flanding at 
25) was very cheerful, and afforded us an excellent view of the fur- 
rounding region, compofed, at a little diftance from the river, of ftu- 
pendous mountains, whofe rugged and romantic forms, clothed in a per- 
petual fheet of ice and {now, prefented a profpe&, though magnificent- 
ly grand, yet dreary, cold, and inhofpitable. In the midft of thefe ap- 
peared the volcano near the fummit of which, from two diftin& cra- 
ters on its fouth-eaftern fide, were emitted large columns of whitifh fmoke; 
unlefs, as was fuppofed by fome on board, it was vapour arifing from hot 
fprings in that neighbourhood; but how far this conjeéture was confif- 
tent with the feverity of the climate at the top of that lofty mountain, 
is not within the limits of my judgment to determine. 

About ten in. the forenoon, we were furprized by a much earlier re- 
turn of the flood tide than we had expected, with which, anda light vari- 
able breeze, we directed our courfe to the northward. In the afternoon 
the wind blew a fteady breeze from the n.Nn.w., which enabled us: te 
reach the narrows by feven inthe evening. On the return of the ebb 
we became again ftationary in 17 fathoms water. Here the fhores of the 
river were comparatively low, or only moderately elevated, jutting out 
into three remarkable fteep cliffy points. Thefe I diftinguifhed by the 
names of the West, Nortu, and East Foreianps; the two former 
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afe on the weftern, and the latter on the eaftern, fhore; which, from the 
{tation we had taken, bore by compafs as follow: the weft Foreland, 
forming the fouth-weft point of the narrows, s. 28 w., about four miles 
diftant; the north Foreland n. 4.; and the eaft Foreland, forming the 
north-eaft point of the narrows; N. 76 £. 

Here we were vifited by two of the natives, in a fmall {kin canoe, 
who underftanding what reception their countrymen had met with, 
folicited the fame indulgence; their canoe was accordingly taken in, 
and they were permitted to remain on board. One of thefe, whofe name 
was Sal-tart, poflefling fome apparent fuperiority over the reft, pre- 
fented me with fome martin fkins, and received in return fome iron, 
beads, a few other trinkets, and a fmall quantity of {nuff and tobacco, 
all of which he feemed to value very highly. Thefe people appeared to 
be acquainted with the Ruffians, of whofe language they feemed to {peak 
feveral words ; but our very confined knowledge of that, as well as our 
total ignorance of their native tongue, prevented our acquiring the in- 
formation which, from the intelligent appearance of thefe very civil and 
well-behaved ftrangers, we might otherways have been enabled to obtain. 

The ebb tide ran at the rate of five miles per hour; and at half paft 
one on faturday morning the flood returned with equal rapidity; and 
having by three o’clock increafed with a velocity that the beft bower ca- 
ble was unequal to refift, it broke, and the buoy finking by the ftrength 
of the current, the anchor and cable were irrecoverably loft. This 
was an accident that gave me very ferious concern, fince our ftock of 
thefe important ftores was already very much reduced. As it was now 
becoming day-light we proceeded up the river, with the flood tide and 
a light variable breeze in the northern quarter, attended with very fe- 
vere weather; the mercury being at 18. We kept near the weftern fhore 
to avoid being entangled with the fhoal on which the Refolution had 
grounded, and by that means loft much of the influence of the flood ; 
{fo that on the ebb making about feven o’clock, we had not advanced 
more than 2 leagues. Here we again anchored in 193 fathoms water ; 
the weft Foreland by compafs bearing s.14£., diftant nine miles; the 
north Foreland n. 95 8.; the eaft Foreland s,61 £,; and the volcano s. 
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12 w. The obferved latitude was 60° 51’, but we were not able to pro- 
cure any obfervations for the variation, 

Our Indian friends, who we had imagined were on their return from 
an excurfion down the river at the time we met with them, now gave 
us to underftand that their habitations were in this neighbourhood, on 
the weftern fhore, and defired to take their leave ; they departed, fhew- 
ing a very high fenfe of gratitude for the kindnefs and attention with- 
which they had been treated. Whilft on board they had behaved with a 
degree of modefty and decorum rarely found amongft men IN» ip foam 
more civilized ftate; and notwithftanding they had been conftantly ex- 
pofed to temptations, by articles lying in their way which were of the 
moft valuable nature in their eftimation, not the moft trifling thing was 
miffed, nor did their honefty in any refpeét fuffer the leaft impeachment. 
They repofed the utmoft confidence in our integrity, and confidered 
themfelves as much at home in our fociety, as if we had long been their, 
moft intimate friends. : In fhort, if the conduét they exhibited, during 
the time they pafled with us, is to be received as their general national, 
character, it indicates them to be a people unactuated by ambition, jea-: 
loufy, or avarice; the paflions which fo flrongly operate on the human 
{pecies, to produce a conftant dread and variance with each other, and 
ftimulate to ats of oppreffion, violence, and rapacity, as well on their 
neareft neighbours as the moft diftant ftrangers. 

At low tide the fhoal we purpofed to avoid was feen from the maft- 
head to the north-eaftward, between which and the weftern fhore, on 
the return of the flood tide, about two o’clock our route was dire&ted;- 
with a frefh breeze from the N.n.w., which obliged us to ply, keeping. 
nearer the fhore than the fhoal. The foundings from mid-channel to-. 
wards the fhoal were 20 fathoms and upwards, but towards the land the 
depth regularly decreafed to 13 and 10 fathoms. The gale reduced us to. 
double-reefed topfails and forefail, and was accompanied by fo fevere a 
froft, that the {pray became inftantly frozen, and fell on the decks like. 
fleet, or {mall particles of fnow, and the water that was brought up with, 
the lead-line, although in conftant motion, cafed it intirely with ice. On. 
meeting the ebb tide in the evening, we anchored in 15 fathoms water, 


about 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


about two leagues to the north-eaftward of the north Foreland, and about 
a league from the weftern fhore. During the night a quantity of loofe 
tce paffed the fhip, and in the morning of funday the wind blew a gen- 
tle breeze from the n.w., with intenfely cold weather, the mercury ftand- 
ing at 74. Having both wind and tide in our favor, about three o’clock 
we proceeded towards the northern or main branch of the river, but 
were foon alarmed by the appearance of a dry fhoal in the dire&tion of 
our courfe. This appearance was very unexpeéted, as we were then 
nearly purfuing the former track of the Refolution and Difcovery, which 
could fcarcely have paffed fuch a fhoal unnoticed. Many large lumps, 
hke rocks of confiderable fize, were lying upon it, which at length in- 
duced me to believe, that what we had taken for a fhoal would be found 
to be only a body of dirty ice. We had however contended fufficiently 
with dangers of this fort, and having underftood that a Spanifh officer 
had found the navigation of this extenfive river intirely clofed by fhoals 
and fand banks, extending from fide to fide fome leagues lower down 
than where Captain Cook had anchored, I did not think it prudent to 
proceed until fome examination fhould have taken place; efpecially as 
fome of the crew were already froft-bitten, and in the event of our get- 
ting a-ground, the carrying out anchors, and other duties confequent 
upon fuch an accident, might expofe others to the like inconvenience. 
For thefe reafons we again anchored, and after the fun had fhone about 
three hours, I difpatehed Mr. Whidbey in the cutter to afcertain the 
matter in doubt. About ten in the forenoon he returned, having gone 
feveral miles beyond where the fhoal was fuppofed to have been feen, 
without meeting lefs than from 14 to 17 fathoms water. The appear- 
ance that had been miftaken for a fhoal proved to be floating ice, which 
had been carried rapidly from the fhip with the ftrength of the tide, 
and then difappeared, giving it, in the gray of the morning, the fem- 
blance of a fhoal overflowed by the flood tide; this was manifefted by 
the return of the next ebb, when, about noon, our horizon was encom- 
paffed in moft dire&tions with floating ice, of various fhapes, magnitudes, 
and colours. 
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The weather was calm and ferene, though intenfely cold, and the ebb. 


U—_— tide obliging us to remain {lationary, afforded a good opportunity for 


Monday 21, 


making fuch obfervations as were become requifite; by thefe the lati- 
tude was found to be 61°10’, longitude 210°; and the variation in fix 
fets of azimuths, by two compafles, fhewed the mean refult to be 29° 48" 
eafterly, differing very materially from our laft obfervations, notwith~- 
{tanding that the two ftations were not 30 leagues apart; the latter how- 
ever I confidered to be-the moft corre@t. In this fituation, the north 
Foreland bore by compafs s. 28 w.; the neareft fhore s. 74 w., about a 
league off; the ifland lying before the river Turnagain,. N. 55 £.; the 
entrance of that river, N.70£.; point Pofleflion, n. 87 £.; and the vol- 
cano, s.15 w., diftant 32 leagues. Favored with the flood tide and a 
foutherly breeze, about three o’clock we refumed our courfe as before- 
mentioned, and had foundings from 13 to 17 fathoms until feven in the 
evening, when we fuddenly came into 6 and 4 fathoms; but on hauling 
a little to the fouth the water again deepened to 6 fathoms, in which we 
anchored, ‘The weft point of entrance into the northern branch of the 
river, by compafs bore N. 48 E., 5 leagues diftant; its eaft point, Ns 55 Bs9 
Turnagain ifland, from N. 63 £. to eaft, and point Pofleffion, s. 95 E.5 
diftant 10 miles. Four large pieces of ice were aground to the north of 
us; and as we were about 4 miles to the north of Captain Cook’s track, 
and a league to the fouth of the fhoal laid down by him as extending 
from the northern fhore, I confidered the {hoal we had anchored near; 
to have been one that had efcaped his notice. Sates 

The wind blew a ftrong gale in the night from the n.N. w., the wea- 
ther was intenfely cold, attended with a heavy fall of very f{mall. hard 
frozen fnow, that prevented our feeing far about us until monday after- 
noon, when the weather clearing up about the time. of low water, our 
fituation was difcovered to be about a quarter of a mile from)an exten- 
five dry fhoal, bearing by compals from s. 74 w. to. N. 54 £.; evidently, 
connected with, and lying along the northern fhore of, the river, which 
was at the diftance of about five miles, and had the appearance, by the 
direGtion it took, of joining on to the weft point of its northern branch, 
This left no doubt of its being the fame fhoal as that delineated in Captain 
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Cook’s chart, although by our obfervations, both the fhoal and its ad- 
joining fhore feem to lie fome miles further to the fouth than is there 
reprefented. 

The weather continuing to be fair, and having a commanding breeze 
from the N.N. w., we proceeded to the north-eaft along the edge of the 
fhoal in foundings from 13 to 19 fathoms water, until about four o'clock, 
when the depth again decreafed to 65 fathoms. We ftood towards 
Turnagain ifland, but not finding a deeper channel we anchored, in or- 
der to examine the paflage before we fhould proceed further. On this 
fervice Mr. Whidbey was difpatched at day-light the next morning with 
two boats, and he returned about noon, having found in the channel a 
depth of water from 7 to 17 fathoms, the deepeft water being on the 
ifland fide. : 

At four in the afternoon we weighed anchor, with the flood and a 
light wefterly breeze; but our fails had not fufficient influence to aét 
againft the ftrength of the tide, which in {pite of every endeavour to the 
contrary preffed us toward the fhoals, forming the northern fide of the 
channel; here the fhip grounded for a fhort {pace of time, and again 
floated without occafioning us the leaft trouble; the wind from the 
weftward becoming at this junfure fomewhat more powerful, we hauled 
acrofs the channel into 7 fathoms water, where we again anchored, hav- 
ing now advanced as far as the paflage had been examined. 

A favorable change had this day taken place in our climate; the mer- 
cury in the thermometer had rifen to 36, the weather was ferene, the air 
comparatively mild, and we again flattered ourfelves that a more tem- 
perate feafon was at length approaching. 

The next morning we difcovered on the furface of the water innu- 
merable large pieces of floating ice, which were drifted by the rapidity 
of the tide with great violence again{t the fhip’s bows, but fortunately 
they were not of fufficient magnitude to do us any injury. They how- 
ever prevented the boats being hoifted out until eight o'clock, when 
Mr. Whidbey again proceeded in queft of a convenient ftation for the 
fhip, within the entrance of the northern branch; this fervice engaged 
him until two in the afternoon, when he returned, and reported that 
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from the fhip’s anchorage the depth of water had gradually, increafed to 
10 and 15 fathoms, until he had reached the points of entrance, between 
which he had found 20 fathoms, and within them from 26 to.10 fathoms, 
but this depth was by no means regular. He had then direéted his’ re- 
fearches fome diftance further up the branch than the boats: from the 
Refolution and the:Difcovery had penetrated in the year 1778, and 
found all the fhores round to the northward compofed of compact low 
land; and unlefs the branch took a very fharp turn to the eaft or s.£., it 
had every appearance of terminating not many miles beyond the extent 
of his examination, in a {pacious bafon or harbour. . 
This account difappointed my.expeCtations, as it was not aalths recon » 
cilable with the idea we had formed of the interior diftance to which we 
fhould be led by the waters of this extenfive opening. The prefumption 
that our progrefs would fpeedily be topped, became by this information 
very ftrong; but as that point remamed yet to be proved, I was deter- 
mined to perfevere in my former intention, and weighing with the flood 
about five im the evening, we fteered for the: bafon or harbour defcribed 
by Mr. Whidbey ; and which, although by his account capable of afford- 
mg us protection and fhelter againft the winds or the fea, did not promife 
any very agreeable communication with the fhore. Our progrefs was 
uninterrupted, and having about nine at night reached the limits of Mr. 
Whidbey’s examination, we anchored near the eaftern fide of the har- 

bour m 7 fathoms water, black fandy bottom: . 
The weather was fair the next morning, and at low tide a dry fhoah 
was feen ftretching from a high cliffy point to the northward on the eaft- 
ern fhore, where the river took an eaftwardly direétion. | This fhoak 
feemed. to be connetted with the cliffy point, and to be fome feet above 
water, forming as it were a ridge that extended towards the north-weft 
or oppofite fhore,;:and was apparently united to that fide alfo; at any 
rate, it was evident that if a channel did exift it could only be a very nar= 

row one, and our curiofity became greatly excited by the appearances be 
fore us. . For our fatisfaétion in this particular, and for the purpofe-of 
finding a more convenient {lation for the fhip, and a fupply of frefh water; 
1 made an excurfion after breakfaft, accompanied by fome of the officers: 
We 
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We had not long quitted the fhip, before we found a ftream of ex- 
cellent water on the eaftern fhore, which, with little labour «in clearing 
away the ice, could be very conveniently obtained. Our attention’ was 
now principally dire€ted to a bay or cove, that feemed.to-be fituated to 
the fouthward of the cliffy point before-mentioned, where -L: entertained 
hopes of finding a commodious refting place for the fhip, free from the 
inéonvenience of the drifting ice, which feemedtikely to occafion’ us 
much annoyance. » On reaching the fouth point of this bay, we obferved 
near the edge of the fteep cliffs that form it, fome houfes; thefe we-vis 
fited, but found them f{carcely more: than ther {keletons: of habitations, 
that had apparently been fome time deferted. The large ones were four 
in number, of a different fhape and conftruction to any of the houfes of 
the North Weft American Indians we had yet feen. One of thefe was 
twenty-four feet long, and about. fourteen feet wide, built with upright 
and crof{s fpars, had been covered in with the bark of the birch tree, and 
when in good’ repair muft have been a very tolerably comfortable dwel.- 
ling. Their fhape refembled that of a barn, the fides perpendicular 
about nine feet high, and the top of the roof about four feet higher, 
which inclined uniformly from the fides until it met in the middle. Befide 
thefe there were two or three {maller tenements or hovels half under 
ground, and built more after the prevailing fafhion of the native inhabi- 
tants of thefe regions.. This circumftance, in addition to the {pars of 
which the larger houfes were formed, having all been cut down by axes, 
and evidently by perfons accuftomed to fuch tools, induced us to fuppofe 
that this village had been the refidence of a party of Ruffians, or fome 
other European vifitors, not only from the conftruétion of the larger 
houfes, but from the circumftance of thefe Indians not having yet been 
induced to make ‘the leaft ule of the axe, but univerfally preferring and 
ufing iron tools in the form of the knife or chifel. ; 

From hence we proceeded to the examination of the bay... Or found. 
ing from point to ‘point, the deepeft water was not foundto-exceed from 
4 to 5 fathoms, and this nearly at the top! of the; flood. Antas the 
rife‘and fall of the tide according to our mehfuration was.not Jefs than 4 
fathoms, this part of thé! bay» muft neceffarily be nearly dry at low, 
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water. After pafling to the north of the high cliffy point to which at 
low tide the {hoal had appeared to be united, we had for the fpace of a 
quarter of a mile g and 10 fathoms water, but on fteering over towards 
the oppofite or north-weft fhore the depth inftantly decreafed to 4 and 
3 fathoms, and by keeping as nearly as we could judge on the fhoal ridge 
feen from the fhip, the depth was found to be from g0 to 14 feet water, 
until within a little diftance of the north-weft fide, when we had a few 
cafts of 74 fathoms. At this time it was the top of high water neap 
tides. 

Being unprovided for a more comprehenfive furvey, we left for future 
examination the width of thefe {mall fpaces of deep water; as likewife 
the afcertaining whether this fhoal conftituted only a bar, and whether 
the extenfive fheet of water to the E.N.E. became again navigable for 
fhipping, and ftretched to any remote diftance in that direftion. The 
general appearance of the country indicated the contrary, as the fhores, 
in every dire€tion in which we had feen them, had uniformly appeared to 
defcend gradually, from the mountains to their termination at the water 
fide, in low flat land, apparently firm and compaétt; fhould thefe waters 
therefore penetrate beyond the limits of our view, their courfe muft have 
been between interlocking points at no great diftance from each other. 

Our curiofity fo far fatisfied we returned to the fhip, not very well 
able to reconcile with each other the feveral circumftances that had 
thus fallen under our obfervation; namely, the rapidity and regularity 
of the tide forming equal intervals of flood and ebb, both of equal 
ftrength, and fetting at the rate of 9 miles an hour; with the water, 
even at dead low tide, little, if at all, frefher than that of the ocean, al- 
though at the diftance of near 70 leagues from the fea. ‘Thefe feveral cir- 
cumftances could not be confidered, notwithftanding the appearance of 
the fhores, as indications of an early termination of this extenfive open- 
ing on the coaft. 

The watering place to which I intended to refort lying to the fouth of 
our anchorage, we weighed with the latter part of the ebb, in order to 
place the fhip as conveniently to it as the fhores would admit; but in 
attempting this, the fhip ran a-ground on a fhoal that had efcaped our 
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obfervation, lying between our laft anchorage and the fhore. An an- 
chor was immediately carried out, and on the return of the flood the 
veffel was hove off, without having received any apparent injury. 

The next morning Mr. Swaine was fent with a party to clear away 
the ice before the run of water, and prepare a convenient fpot for the 
reception of the cafks; whilft another boat was employed in fearch of 
the moft convenient anchorage for the fhip. This being found about ‘a 
mile to the fouthward of the run of water, we proceeded in the evening, 
took our ftation there, and moored with a cable each way in % fathoms 
depth at low water, foft bottom, compofed of fimall loofe ftones, and 
fine black fand. 
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»CHAP TE Re. 
3 591 
Dangerous fituation of the hip in confequence of ice—Examination of the 
upper part of Cook's river—dts final termination proving rt to be only aw 
extenfive arm of the fea, tt obtains the name of Cook's inlet—Forned by 
the Chatham—Mr. Puget’s narrative during the feparation of the two 
veffels—Vifited by Ruffians—Quit Cook's inlet-—Aftronomical and nautical. 


observations. 
Ee 
O4- : = : 
Aor. Havine taken a {tation as conveniently to the fhore as circumftances 
Raaeay ae would permit, on faturday morning we fat ourfelves earneftly about 


the feveral neceffary duties we had to perform, amongft which was the 
procuring of wood and water from the fhore. This fervice was greatly 
interrupted by the floating ice, which by the rapidity of the tides was 
rendered very dangerous to our boats, the utmoft caution being re- 
quired to prevent their being crufhed, not only when they were along 
the fide of the fhip, but in their communication with the land, by the ice 
which was in motion, and by that lodged on the fhore; againft which the 
more buoyant mafles, though of confiderable fize, were driven with 
great violence and dafhed to pieces. Some anxiety was likewife felt for 
the fafety of our cables, though every precaution in our power was ta- 
ken for their protection. 

In the afternoon we were vifited by twenty-three of the natives in a 
large {kin canoe. Thefe people were deftitute of any weapons, and 
were conducied by a young chief, named Chatzdoollz, who feemed to 
poffefs great authority, and to be treated with much refpeét by every 
individual of the party ; whofe humble demeanor manifefted the inferi- 
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ority of them all, excepting one, named Kanz/looch, who appeared to be 
fomewhat younger than the chief, and to whom alfo the reft fhewed 
much attention. This man attended the chief on all occafions, and was 
the only one who was permitted to fit on the fame feat with him, the 
others fquatting themfelves down on the deck. At firft half a dozen 
only were admitted on board, but towards the evening the chief ear- 
neftly folicited that they might all be allowed to enter the fhip, and that 
their canoe might be taken on board. Apprehenfive that fome pilfer- 
ing a€ts might be committed, I made the chicf acquainted with my fuf- 
picions, and the confequent objection I had to their fleeping on board. 
This, though we were totally unacquainted with each others language, 
was communicated by figns too expreflive of our meanings to be mif- 
taken, as were the affurances of the chief that I might rely on their 
honefty; at the fame time exprefling much apprehenfion for the fafety 
of-his people and their canoe, who were in a dangerous predicament, 
from the large maffes of ice that were now paffing the fhip. Thefe ar- 
guments, together with the extremely good behaviour of thofe few of 
their countrymen who had vifited us, not many leagues from our 
then ftation, mduced me to comply with the earneft defire of Chatzdooltz; 
and on their coming on board each prefented me with one or two mar- 
tin {kins. They feemed to be highly gratified with the indulgence grant- 
ed them, ferupuloufly exaét in every particular, and behaved with a degree 
of modefty and caution left they fhould give offence, that was beyond 
example, and extremely engaging. ; 
' Some of our gentlemen in queft of game on fhore, had fallen in with 
a family of about eighteen Indians, from whom they received the kinds 
eft attention and civility ; and they had in return invited four or five of 
them on board, which invitation they readily accepted. The latter party 
were evidently of a different tribe or fociety from thofe with Chatzdooltz s. 
but they neverthelefs were upon amicable and friendly terms, and pafled 


a moft cheerful evening together, and feemingly much >to their mutual. 


fatisfaGtion. After eating a hearty fupper of falt meat and bifcuit, they 
refted very quietly until the next morning, when each of the party, re- 
ceived from me prefents of fnuff and tobacco, ear-fhells, iron: chifels, 
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beads, hawk’s bells, buttons and needles, all of which feemed to be highly 


W—.,—— valued, and were accepted with expreffions of the moft grateful acknow- 


Sunday 27. 


Monday 28. 


ledgment. 

As the drift ice did not feem to be in fuch abundance as on the pre- 
ceding day, the chief and his party took their leave, and evinced their 
approbation of the treatment they had received by finging as they pad. 
dled round the fhip ; on which occafion Chatzdooliz, being the only one 
ftanding up in the canoe, performed many antic tricks that were very lu- 
dicrous. The behaviour of thefe people whilft on board was perfeétly — 
correfpondent with the aflurances given by their chief, and was in 
every refpeft, not only free from the leaft cenfure, but deferving the 
higheft commendation. They were permitted without any reftraint to go 
where they pleafed, and to fatisfy their curiofity in examining whatever 
attracted their attention, and without incurring the leaft difapprobation. 
The chief promifed to repeat his vifit in the courfe of a few days; and I 
endeavoured to make him underftand that game or fifh would be very 
acceptable to us, but the figns he made in return did not encourage us 
to hope for a fupply of thefe refrefhments; on the contrary, he re- 
quefted and procured fome bread and meat to take home with him, 
which evinced that food at this feafon of the year with them, was not in 
abundance. 

Since the 21ft the weather had been very ferene, and the intenfity of 
the cold had greatly abated; the thermometer in the day time now ftood 
at 40, and the nights were attended with little froft. 

Anxious to avoid every poffible delay, Mr. Whidbey, with two boats 
equipped for ten days, was difpatched with direétions to examine the river 
Turnagain, fo long as his ftores and provifions fhould laft; but fhould 
that river be foon found to terminate, then to profecute the examination 
of the eaftern fhore to the eaft Foreland, from thence acrofs the river 
to the weft Foreland, and to continue his furvey along the weftern fhore 
back to the ftation of the fhip; having fuppofed from the appearance of 
the Jand that an opening, which might prove extenfive, did exift a few 
leagues to the north-eaftward of the north Foreland. In the mean time 
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I fhould endeavour, as foon as our bufinefs on board was tolerably for- 
ward, to fatisfy myfelf with refpeét to the termination or further extent 
of thefe waters. 

The drift ice already mentioned as exceffively troublefome, and great- 
ly obftruéting our operations with the fhore, had latterly been confidered 
in a diminifhing ftate; but contrary to our expeétations, it was much 
augmented by the flood tide; and large mafles, forming almoft complete 
fields of ice, were driven by the imcreafed rapidity of the {pring tides 
(that now moved at the rate of nearly 5 miles an hour) againft the 
bows of the fhip with alarming violence, and made me regret too late 
having difpatched the boats; not only on account of their fafety, for 
which I became very apprehenfive; but alfo, left we fhould be driven 
from our ftation by this powerful opponent, without being able to leave on 
fhore any inftru€tions for their direétion. 


The following day brought no favorable alteration; the quantity of Tuelday 29 


ice and the rapidity of the tide, particularly on the flood, were greatly 
increafed and were truly alarming. One large body of ice hooked the 
{mall bower cable, and with the violence of the tide broke it about 15 
fathoms from the bows; at the fame time the cable of the beft bower, by 
which alone the fhip now rode, was conftantly preffed with fuch immenfe 
weights, that we fhould have had no hope of its being able to fuftain 
them, had it not been a new fixteen-inch cable, nearly three inches in 
girth more than thofe of our eftablifhment, which had been procured at 
the cape of Good Hope, and to all appearance was very ftrong and 
well made. 

Notwithftanding however the confidence we had in this, our fituation 
was very irkfome and extremely uncomfortable, from the apprehenfion 
_ left. the cable fhould be unable to refift the violent fhocks it repeatedly 
received; for in the event of its breaking, we fhould then be reduced to 
only one anchor and a thirteen inch cable for our prefervation. 

All communication with the fhore was at an end, and our apprehen- 
fions for the fhip’s fafety were now increafed by the violence with which 
the ice, nearly as hard and ponderous as the folid rock, was frequently 
driven againft the fhip’s bows, occafioning fuch fhocks as to awaken our 
fears, left the hull of the veffel fhould fuftain fome material injury. In 
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addition to thele very unpleafant circumftances, on heaving in the flack 
of the cable at high water we difcovered it to be chafed, by its having 
rubbed againft fome rocks at the bottom. ‘This accident was as. unex- 
petted as it was ungrateful to our feelings. To have quitted a ftation fo 
precarious, and fo pregnant with difafters of the moft alarming nature, 
would have'been a moft happy relief; yet, had we been ever fo much in- 
clined, we were denied this refource, for not a breath of air had been in 
motion during the laft twenty-four hours. Had we attempted to move, we 
muit have refigned ourfelves to the immediate influence and impetuofity 
of the ftream, encumbered with huge mafles of ice, through a very narrow 
and intricate channel, without being able to leave behind us the leaft 
intimation for the guidance of the abfent part of our little community in 
the boats. Our fmall bower anchor and cable were not confidered to bé 
irretrievably loft, and were of too much importance to be willingly aban- 
doned. Thus circumftanced, we had no alternative but to remain, and 
encounter as long as we might be able fuch a maflive body of ice, as I 
believe no commander of a Greenland fhip, though fuch veffels are 
flrengthened and proteéted for this efpecial purpofe, would have at- 
tempted to have refifted, unlefs obliged fo to do by. the moft urgent 
neceflity. 

Towards flack water, particularly on the reflux, we had fome fhort 
intermiffions of thefe threatening dangers; in one of which, about noon 
the following day, by means of creeping we fortunately hooked the broken: 
cable; but the rapid return of the ice with the flood afforded but fufficient 
time to affix a buoy to it, for the purpofe of recovering it with more fa- 
cility at the next favorable opportunity. 

Juft about the time of high water we were vifited by ten Ruffians, and 
about twice that number of Indians, in a large open rowing boat} 
who with great difficulty and much circumfpettion got to the fhip 
through the drift ice, which had now almoft formed one conne€ted field 
from fide to fide. On their arrival the fhip was tolerably quiet, but on 
the return of the ebb we were fo incommoded by the ice, that our vifis 
tors expreffled great concern for our fafety. They frequently afked if 
the {hip did not make much water, and whether we were duly attentive 
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to that particular. This was perhaps fuggefted to them by their not 
feeing the pumps at work, for whofe fervices very fortunately we had 
little occafion. If I rightly underftood them, they had come with an 
intention of pafling the night with us; but after remaining on board 
three very unpleafant hours, they took the advantage of an extenfive 

open {pace between the fields of ice and departed. | 
Being ignorant of the Ruffian language, and our minds being filled 
with the greateft anxiety, we were ill calculated for the reception and 
entertainment of ftrangers, and confequently not likely to benefit by 
their converfation, or by any information they might have been able to 
have communicated. They however very clearly gave me to underftand, 
that our anchorage was not in a river, but in an arm of the fea, which 
finally clofed about fifteen verts beyond the ftation we had taken. 
This intelligence appeared to correfpond with what had been feen from 
the boats on the 24th, which had given us reafon to believe, that beyond 
the extent of our excurfion on that day it was fcarcely navigable for 
boats. We alfo underftood, that the river Turnagain terminated not far 
within its entrance, where they had walked over a hill or mountain that 
occupied the {pace of fifteen or fixteen verfts, and that they had there 
defcended into an arm of the fea that had communication with Prince 
William’s found; acrofs which ifthmus is the route, by which they ftated 
that all their intercourfe between the Ruffian fettlements, in this and that 
extenfive inlet, was now carried on. One of thefe eftablifhments I under- 
ftood was about eight miles to the fouth-eaft of the eaft Foreland, where 
a Ruffian two-matfted veffel was then lying; and that they had another 
near the north Foreland, from whence the party had come; and a third 
on the ifland of St. Hermogenes. In Prince William’s found I under- 
flood the Ruffians had an eftablifhment in port Etches, and another near 
Kayes ifland. Throughout the whole of this converfation, they feemed 
to ufe every endeavour to imprefs us with an idea, that the American 
continent and adjacent iflands, as far to the eaftward as the meridian of 

Kayes ifland, belonged exclufively to the Ruffian empire. 
Whilft we were thus annoyed by the ice, and kept in a continued 
‘ftate of impatience and folicitude, the weather, though cold, was de- 
Oe lightfully 
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lightfully ferene and pleafant, and on the 1{t of may we had the fatis- 
faction of feeing a lefs quantity of ice brought up by the flood tide, and 
at low water we had the good fortune to recover our anchor and cable. | 
The next day, however, we were again much inconvenienced by the 
ice, and in the hope of a clearer bottom, we fhifted our {tation a little 
to the fouth-eaftward, but by no means improved our condition; for at 
low water the cable was found to have hooked to a rock, and whilft 
we were endeavouring to clear it, the fhip on fuddenly {winging in fhore 
grounded, and fo remained until fhe was floated off by the return of the 
flood tide. On founding, much more water than the veffel drew was 
found clofe around her ; and from hence it is reafonable to fuppole, that 
the fhip had refted on one of thofe apparently moveable fabrics of rock 
before defcribed, which lie in great numbers over all the fhallow flats, ex- 
tending from thefe fhores as far down as the low water of the {pring 
tides enabled us to difcern. ~ 

At the flack of the flood tide, with a light breeze from the fouth, we 
weighed, {tood more into mid-channel, and anchored in 12 fathoms, 
fandy bottom. The weather altered, and a material change took place 
the next day. The fky was obfcured by thick mifty rain and fog, that 
continued until the forenoon of funday, when the weather became again 
fair and pleafant, and we had the fatisfaGtion of feeing the furface of the 
water nearly free from ice, and of re-commencing our bufinefs with the 
fhore. 

In the evening we had the happinefs of receiving Mr. Whidbey and 
his party on board, after having accomplifhed the fervice he had been 
fent to perform. 

His courfe had been directed from the fhip’s ftation along the larboard 
or eaftern fhore, to the fouth-weft point of entrance into this branch, 
which, after His Excellency the Ruffian ambaffador at the Britifh court, I 
call Point WoroNnzow, fituated in latitude 60° 8’, longitude 210° 36’; 
and its north-eaft point of entrance lying from point Woronzow N. 97 £. 
diftant two miles, I call Point MacKkENz1F, after the Right Honorable 
James Stuart Mackenzie. From point Woronzow the eaftern fhore 
takes a direétion s. 19 w., for four miles, to a point which I call Point 
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CAMPBELL, and which, with point Poffleffion, may be confidered as the 
outer north-eaft and fouth-weft points of Turnagain river. 

Mr. Whidbey proceeded clofe along that fhore, but he was foon inter- 
rupted by a fhoal that extends from it to the north-eaft point of Turn- 
again ifland, and obliged us to pafs along the north fide of the ifland, 
which in a dire€tion £.N.£r, and w.s.w. is three miles and a half long 
and half a league broad. Near its weft point a fhoal ftretches about half 
a league in a north-welt direétion, from the weft point of the ifland, 
where the latitude was obferved to be 61° 8’. Endeavours were made 
to get in with the larboard or north-eaft fhore without fuccefs, being 
again repulfed by the fhoals that extend from three to four miles from 
it. The examination was continued up this arm in 5, 6, and 7 fathoms 
water, favored by a {trong flood tide, but fo frefh a gale from the eatft- 
ward, that a very heavy and irregular {well was produced, which in two 
inftances nearly filled the large cutter, broke off the head of the rudder, 
and required the utmoft efforts and exertions of the party to preferve 
the boat from finking. The fhores in their vicinity were inacceflible, 
and, under circumftances fo difcouraging, they had no other probable 
means of bettering their condition, than by inclining as near to the 
fouthern fhore as the fhoals that extended from it would permit ; this 
was effected, and when the range of the arm was fhut in, the water be- 
came fmoother. About five in the evening they reached a {mall iflet 
lying clofe to the fouthern fhore, in a direGtion from the weft point of 
Turnagain ifland, s. 45 £., diftant fourteen miles. ‘The flood at this time 
being nearly expended, and this feeming likely to prove an eligible reft- 
ing place for the night, no time was loft in endeavouring to obtain fome 
relief from the uncomfortable fituation to which they had been reduced 
by the feas that had broken into the boat, and had wetted moft of 
their arms and apparel. Their repofe during the night was greatly 
difturbed by large quantities of ice that were brought down by the ebb 
tide, and occafioned them great labour and difficulty to prevent the 
boats being broken adrift. 

The ftrong eafterly gale continuing, and the tide being adverfe to 
their purfuit, the party was detained until noon the next day on the 

iflet, 


A VWOWAGE ORD WCOVHE RY 


iflet, which lies about a Jeague to the fouth-weft’ of what may be confi- 
dered as the inner fouth-weft point of entrance into Turnagain river, 
whofe inner north-eaft point lies from it N. 42 £., at the diftance of 
three miles and three quarters. The latitude on the iflet was obferved to 
be 60° 572’, its longitude 210° 43’; low water afforded a good opportu- 
nity for viewing the furrounding region. The fhores between the outer 
and inner points appeared to be from 9 to 4 leagues afunder; each fide 
formed a bay at high water, but the fhores of thefe bays could not be 
approached, on account of the fhallow flat that extends from the land 
on the northern fide from three to five miles, and from the oppofite 
fhore about half that diftance, between which is a channel about a league | 
anda half wide, which is alfo interrupted by a fhoal that appeared in 
many places to be dry, and fituated about midway between the iflet and 
Turnagain ifland; lying in a direétion N.£, and s.w., about a league 
and a half long, and half a league broad, leaving between its fouth point, 
and the fhoals extending from the fouthern fhore, a channel not more 
than half a league in width. 

With the firft of the flood the party proceeded in foundings from 7 
to 11 fathoms, until they had paffed the inner points of entrance, when 
the depth of water fuddenly decreafed to 4 fathoms, and fhortly after to 
2 and 3 feet, even in mid-channel, from whence the direétion of the 
river extended about s. 70 £.; this was purfued for about 4 leagues from 
the place where the water had firft become fhoal; the fhores were com- 
pact, and the width was now contracted from a league to half that dif- 
tance. Mr. Whidbey feveral times croffed from fide to fide, without 
finding more than thirty feet water, nearly at the conclufion of the flood 
tide, and in a channel not more than an hundred yards wide. From 
hence this arm, (for it was now proved to be no longer intitled to the 
name of a river) appeared {till to extend in the above direétion for about 
7 miles further, where in latitude 60° 54’, longitude 211° 30’, it feemed 
finally to terminate in a circular manner, furrounded by high fteep bar- 
ren mountains, covered with perpetual fnow. This termination, though 
{carcely admitting of a doubt, Mr. Whidbey was very anxious to 
afcertain more pofitively than by the diflant view that had been af- 
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_ forded of it; but as they had now advanced as far up as a very rapid 
flood tide would carry them, they could not attempt to contend with 
the ebb, which returns at the rate of five or fix miles an hour; and the 
fhorés on either fide within their reach did not afford the leaft fhelter 
where they could have waited for the fucceeding flood, and have been 
proteéted, during the ebb, from the dangers to which they muft of necef- 
fity have been expofed, from the immenfe mafles of ice in all dire€tions, 
_fome lying aground, others floating, or rolling by the force of the ftream 
over the foft mud that compofes the bottom. For thefe reafons they 
were obliged to return with the ebb, and did not find any fhelter until 
they had arrived within a league of the’ iflet before mentioned, where 
about nine in the evening they reached a {mall cove, that admitted of their 
boats being hauled up clear of the ice during the night. 

The country bordering upon the bays between the outer and inner 
points of Turnagain arm is low, well wooded; and rifes with a gradual 
afcent, until at the inner point of entrance, where the fhores fuddenly rife 
to lofty eminences in nearly perpendicular cliffs, and compofe ftupendous 
mountains that are broken into chafms and deep gullies. . Down thefe 
rufhed immenfe torrents of water, rendering the naked fides of thefe pre- 
cipices awfully grand; on their tops grew a few flunted pine trees, but 
they were nearly deftitute of every other vegetable produétion. The 
tide in this fituation rofe thirty feet perpendicularly, fo that at low water 
this arm muft be dry or nearly fo; and as Mr. Whidbey confidered it 


unfafe to be navigated, and undeferving any further examination, he pro- 


ceeded in the morning of the goth in the execution of his further orders, 
towards point Poffeffion, which by our obfervations is fituated in Jatitude 
64° 9°, longitude 210° 18’.. The bottle left there by Captain King was 


fearched for without effet; and as the party proceeded to the fouth-weft, 


they met the Ruffian boat on its way to the fhip; bat as they were bound 
in different dire€tions, the interview was fhort, and without acquiring 
any information in addition to that which had been already detailed. On 
the commencement of the flood the party was obliged to flop at a point 
lying from point Poffeffion, s.65 w., at the diftance of 7, miles. Here 
a diftant view was obtained of the fhores before them to the fouth-weft. 
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The whole fpace, fo far as they were able to difcern any objeéts, was 


——~ jincumbered with an immenfe number of conical rocks, detached from 


each other on a bank of fand and {mall ftones, that extended a league 
and upwards from the fhore. Thefe rocks are of different elevations, 
and as few of them are of fufficient height to appear above the furface at 
high water, the navigating of this fhore with fuch rapid tides required to 
be undertaken with the greateft caution. The ebb tide in the night be- 
ing ill calculated for this purpofe, their tents were pitched on the upper 
part of the beach, clear of the fnow, with which the ground was as yet 
in moft places covered. 

In the evening, on the difcharge of fome mufkets that had become 
damp, fifteen Indians came from the woods, and with great cheerfulnefs 
and affability welcomed their new vifitors, by prefenting them with fome 
dried falmon; which very friendly behaviour Mr. Whidbey amply re- 
quited, and accompanied them to their habitations, which were abouta 
mile from the boats, confifting of two huts that had been recently built, — 
each containing a family of about fifteen perfons, of different ages and 
both fexes; whofe behaviour was in every ref{peét marked with the fame 
honeft and orderly decorum exhibited by thofe of their countrymen who 
had vifited the fhip. 

The next morning their furvey was continued through this rocky la- 
byrinth, extending blods the {hore about 7 leagues, to a point lying from 
the eaft Foreland n.35 £., diftant 2 leagues. The utmoft circumfpec- 
tion was required to conduét the boats clear of thefe dangerous pyrami- 
dical rocks, rifing perpendicularly from a bafe at the depth of 4 tog 
fathoms, and perfectly {teep on every fide within the diftance of a boat’s 
length. Had our boats grounded on any of them with the rapidity of the 
falling tide, nothing lefs than inftant deftruétion could have been expetted. 
This very extraordinary rugged region appeared to join the fouthern fide 
of the fhoal, on which the Refolution had grounded in the year 1778; 
and hence it muft be confidered as a moft fortunate circumftance, that 
neither Captain Cook nor ourfelves had attempted to pafs on the fouth 
fide of that fhoal. 

Between 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


Between the point where this fhoal terminates and the eaft F oreland 
isa fhallow bay, with foundings of 7 and 8 fathoms, within a conve- 
nient diftance of the fhore, fheltcred from the eaft, fouth, and fouth-welt 
winds, and not much expofed to thofe which blow from the oppofite 
quarters. Mr. Whidbey’s examination of this place, however, was not 
very minute, being anxious to accomplifh the more important objects of 
his expedition. On reaching the eaft Foreland he obferved the lati- 
tude to be 60°49’, longitude 209° 19. This comprehended the ex- 
tent of the furvey on the eaftern fhore. After crofling over to the 
weft Foreland, a diftance of eight miles and an half in a weit direCtion 
between thefe points, they hauled up their boats, to prevent their being 
injured by the ice, which defcended in vaft bodies down the river, and 
refted here for the night; where they were vifited by our Indian 
paflengers, who expreffed much pleafure on feeing them again, and 
prefented them with the only eatables they had to offer, a few dried {al- 
mon. The next morning (may the ed) the weather was hazy, a heavy 
{well rolled from the fouth, and broke with much violence on the fhore, 
along which they had continued their furvey to the north Foreland, 
fituated in latitude 61° 4’, longitude 209°37’.. The fpace between this 
point and the weft Foreland forms a fpacious open bay. Shallow wa- 
ter extends from the latter to within about 5 leagues of the former 
point, from whence a depth of 5 fathoms was found clofe to the main 
Jand. Many of the natives were feen about their habitations as our 
party paffed along the bay; and, where they had occafion to land, fome 
of thefe good people obferving that the boats were prevented by the 
fhoals from reaching the fhore, they rufhed into the water, notwithftanding 
the weather was very cold and unpleafant, and offered their friendly affif- 
tance to land our gentlemen, by carrying them through the water; which 
acceptable fervice they not only performed with the greateft care 
and attention, but made their new vifitors fome trivial prefents; which 
were recompenced by returns highly fatisfaétory tothem. The ebb tide 
having commenced by the time they had reached the north Foreland, 
our party ftopped for the night clofe in the vicinity of the Ruffian 
eftablifhment, mentioned by thofe who had vifited the fhip in the 
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large open boat, to which our gentlemen received a moft friendly invi- 
tation. 

At this ftation there was only one large houfe, about fifty feet long, 
twenty-four wide, and about ten feet high; this was appropriated to 
the refidence of nineteen Ruffians, under the directions of an elderly 
man, who conduéted our party into the houfe by a {mall door, that was 
its only entrance, and feated them at a table near the upper.or further 
end of the habitation, where a repaft, confifting of dried fifh and cran- 
berries, was produced ; but the offenfive fmell of the houfe prevented 
any relifh for thefe dainties, and on their hoft perceiving a reluctance 
to partake of the refrefhments he had fet before them, he ordered the 
cranberries to be taken away, and after they had been beaten up with 
fome train oil they were re-produced, with the hope of their being 
rendered in this ftate more palatable. Thele hofpitable endeavours 
to entertain their vifitors proving unfuccefsful, and our gentlemen 
having facrificed as much to politenefs as their ftomachs would bear, 
felt great relief in once more breathing the pure though cold air, and 
returned to their tents; where the badnefs of the weather detained 
them the following day, and afforded them an opportunity of repay- 
ing the intended hofpitality of their Ruffian friends, who very heartily 
partook of fuch cheer as the party had to offer. 

By the affiftance of a very indifferent interpreter, Mr. Whidbey un- 
derftood that the Ruflians had been at this flation nearly four years, 
yet there was not the leaft appearance of cultivation, although in the 
fummer feafon the foil moft probably was capable of producing many 
ufeful articles of food. This, however, feemed to be of little moment 
to the European refidents, as they appeared to be perfeéily content to 
live after the manner of the native Indians of the country; partaking 
with equal relilh and appetite their grofs and naufeous food, adopting 
the fame fafhion, and ufing the fame materials for their apparel, and 
differmg from them in their exterior appearance only by the want of 
paint on their faces, and by their not wearing any of the Indian or- 
naments. So far as any conclufion could be drawn from this fhort in- 
terview, the Ruflians feemed to live upon the moft intimate terms of 
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friendfhip with the Indians of all deferrptions, who appeared to be per- 
feétly fatisfied in being fubjeéted to the Ruffian authority. 

The weather proving more favorable, on the 4th the party again pro- 
ceeded early in the morning, and continued their furvey from the north 
Foreland along the weftern fhore; where, for the {pace of about 2 
leagues to the north of this point, tolerably good anchorage was found, 
and commodious communication with the fhore, abounding with wood 
clofe to the water fide, and affording feveral ftreams of excellent water. 
But this fpace was greatly expofed to the eait and fouth-eaft winds, 
which are evidently the moft prevailing and violent in this country ;-as 
Mr. Whidbey remarked, in every place where he had landed, that all 
the trees that had fallen were lying with their heads toward the weft and 


N.w., and that all the perennial vegetables allo were lodged with their - 


tops in the fame directions. From this extent the fhoals gradually 
ftretched to the diftance of five miles from the fhore, until they joined 
on to point Mackenzie; the land between this point and the north 
Foreland was compofed of a low and perfeétly compaét fhore, without 
the fmalleft difcernible opening, fo near as the fhoals allowed them to 
approach; and having now fully accomplifhed the object of their ex- 
pedition, they returned to the fhip. 

It now only remained to determine the extent of the place we were in; 
and notwithftanding that the low water at {pring tides had fufhciently 
{hewn that we were already advanced nearly to its utmoft navigable 
boundary, yet fo extraordinary and unexpected a termination of this ex- 
tenfive inlet demanded a more minute inveftigation. : 

Whilft our wood and water were completing, which the ice had pre- 
vented our accomplifhing ; on tuefday morning, accompanied by Mr. 
Baker, Mr. Menzies, and fome other gentlemen, I departed with the 
yawl and fmall cutter, provided with fupplies for four days. Our exa- 
mination was directed along the weftern fhore; and we were not long in 
determining that, at a little diftance from the place where we had for- 
merly founded, the fhoals, which were dry at low water, conneéted the 
two fhores together; and from an eminence that we afcended, we {aw the 
fpace beyond, which at high tide becomes an extenfive fheet of water, 
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now occupied by numberlefs banks of fand one behind the other, with 
{mall pools of water between them. Notwith{tanding thefe indications 
that any further examination was unneceflary, I refolved to continue 
our refearches as far as it might be found navigable for the boats; and 
for that purpofe we kept on the weftern fhore, although we could not 
approach very near it, on account of the fhoals that extended from it, 
on which were lodged a very large quantity of ice. The depth of water 
was generally 1, 2, and 3 fathoms, very irregular, and now and then 4 
fathoms at about half flood. 

As we advanced to the north-eaft, the weftern fhore gradually inclined 
towards the eaftern fhore, until they were not more than half a mile 
afunder, forming ftill a fmall continuation of the branch, in which we 
found from 8 to 12 feet water, nearly at high tide; this we followed 
about 2 miles, when our curiofity became fatisfied by feeing its eaftern 
banks unite with thofe on the weftern fide, and terminate in a circular 
form, the moft diftant part being about half a league from us, in which 
fpace was fome banks of dry fand. 

The fhores we had pafled were compaét; two or three {mall ftreams of 
frefh water flowed into the branch between low fteep banks; above thefe 
the furface was nearly flat, and formed a fort of plain, on which there 
was no fnow, and but very few trees. This plain ftretched to the foot 
of a connected body of mountains, which, excepting between the weft 
and north-weft, were not very remote; and even in that quarter the 
country might be confidered as moderately elevated, bounded by dif- 
tant ftupendous mountains covered with fnow, and apparently de- 
tached from each other; though poflibly they might be conneéted by 
land of infufficient height to intercept our horizon. This we had found 
to be the cafe with the connected ridges on the coaft of North Weft 
America, whofe lofty fummits formed in many inftances the bafes only 
of the ftill more ftupendous detached mountains. To the northward 
round by the eaft, and towards the fouth-eaft, the nearer mountains, 
though of a height inferior to thofe in the oppofite region, were capped 
with fnow, and appeared to form an uninterrupted barrier; the defcend- 
ing plains from which feemed, by their apparent uniformity, to indi- 
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cate no probability of their being any where interfeéted by water. That 


which flowed between the banks of the river ftill retained a very confi ' 


derable degree of faltnefs, and clearly proved, that neither by falls, flats, 
marfhes, or fens, any large body of frefh water found its way to. the 
ocean by this communication, and that confequently, according to the 
general acceptation of geographical terms, this can be no longer confi- 
dered asa river; I {hall therefore diftinguifh it henceforth as an anlet. 

Thus terminated this very extenfive opening on the coaft of North 
Weft America, to which, had the great and firft difcoverer of it, whofe 
name it bears, dedicated one day more to its further examination, he 
would have fpared the theoretical navigators, who have followed him in 
their clofets, the tafk of ingenioufly afcribing to this arm of the ocean a 
channel, through which a north-weft paflage exifting according to their 
do@trines, might ultimately be difcovered. 

Whilft we were engaged in making the neceflary obfervations tony ai- 
certaining the final termination of Coox’s INLET, the northern extent 
of which was found to be in latitude 61° 29; longitude 211° 17’, we 
were attended by a party of the natives, who condutted themfelves in 
the fame orderly manner as thofe we had before feen; they invited us 
with great earneftnefs to their habitation, which was found on the plain 
about a mile from the water fide; it confifted of a houle fimilar to thofe 
we had feen on the 24th of april, and, like them, appeared to have been 
conftruéted by the Ruffians; but as it was greatly out of repair, we 
fuppofed it was now only appropriated as a temporary refting place for 
travellers. Our vifit, I believe, was very acceptable, if a judgment might 
be formed by our reception and the cheerful and affable behaviour of the 
whole party, who, on finding that our intentions were to depart, folicited 
us to prolong our ftay; and, as an inducement for doing fo, gave us to 
underftand, that our friendly young chief Chatidooltz was at no great 
diftance, and would foon arrive at their dwelling. But our curiofity being 
fatisfied, and having no bufinefs to detain us longer, we took our leave, 
and direéted our way back to the fhip with the firft of the ebb tide; and 
found but juft fufficient depth of water for the boats over the fhallow flat 
we had to pafs, extending about 5 leagues. About four o'clock in the 
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afternoon we arrived on board; where every thing was in readinefs to 
return down the inlet the next morning. 

Although, by the information we had thus acquired, the profpett of 
concluding our furvey of the coaft during the prefent feafon was greatly 
improved, yet it was not poffible to avoid a certain degree of mortifica- 
tion from the refleétion, that our opinions refpe€ting the extent to which 
thefe waters were likely to lead, had been fo extremely erroneous. This 
evidently proved the fallacy of analogous reafoning, which the human 
mind is too apt to render fubfervient to fome favorite hypothefis, and 
too frequently to adopt, even under the appearance of manifeft contra- . 
dictions. 

In the evening two guns were heard in the offing, and on wednefday 
morning a brig was feen at anchor before the entrance into this place, 
which proved to be the Chatham. Mr. Baker was immediately fent to 
advife the commanding officer that we fhould return by the earlieft 
opportunity. 

About noon Mr. Puget came on eet from whom I learned, that 
on the evening of our feaAation he had carried a prefs of fail in or- 
der to keep up with us, which, together with a very heavy, irregular. 
fea, occafioned the veffel to labour extremely, and yet fhe made fo lit- 
tle progrefs, that their diftance from us was gradually increafed until 
the Difcovery was no longer vifible. The next morning (march 16th) 
upwards of four feet water was found in the Chatham’s hold; this in a 
great meafure accounted for the preffure and uneafinefs under which 
the veffel had laboured the preceding evening. ‘To difengage themfelves 
from this inconvenience both pumps were employed until eight o'clock. 
Mr. Puget ftated likewile, that during their paflage from the Sandwich 
iflands the Chatham had proved rather crank, and that her upper works 
had been found very leaky. 

Agreeably to the appointed rendezvous, Mr. Puget had commnentee 
and continued his examination of the weftern fide of this inlet from cape 
Douglas to our prefent ftation ; it was found to be a compaét fhore, 
without any collateral branches, or navigable openings; but as fome 
further obfervations were neceflary for adjufting our furvey of that 
coaft, which in all probability would be procured in our paflage down 
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the inlet, the delivery of his documents was poftponed until we fhould 
arrive in port Chalmers: neverthelefs, as the principal occurrences ap- 
pertain to his refearches in this inlet, I fhall here infert the particulars 
of the information fo acquired. 

Few circumftances worthy of remark feemed to have taken place dur- 
ing the Chatham’s paflage to the coaft of America, which was feen at day- 
light on the 10th of april; and at noon, in latitude 56° 56’, cape Greville 
bore by compafs nN. 50 w., and the fouthernmoft land in fight s. 74 w. 
Her courfe was now direéted at the diftance of 7 to 15 leagues from the 
Jand, which, by the 12th at noon, brought them to the latitude of 58° 
22’, cape St. Hermogenes by compafs bearing s. 55 W., and the coaft in 
fight from s. 85 w. tos.35 w. Favored with a frefh breeze from the 
s.S.E. they fteered towards cape Douglas, between the barren ifles and 
point Banks, for the purpole of acquiring fome information refpetting 
Smoky bay. Between cape St. Hermogenes and point Banks many de- 
tached rocks were feen, lying at fome diftance from the main land, but 
the fhores in their immediate neighbourhood appeared to be bold, and 
free from any vifible danger. The s.£. wind increafed in the evening, 
attended with fome fnow. In paffing point Banks they were vifited by two 
Ruffians, who, by the help of an indifferent interpreter, informed them 
that no veffel had gone up the inlet this feafon; and from hence they 
concluded that they fhould precede the Dilcovery in itsexamination. By 
the moft intelligent of the two, whofe name was George Portoff, they 
were alfo informed, that to the fouth-eaft of point Banks they had pafled 
a very fine harbour, where the Rufhans had an eftablifhment, and where 
a floop, mounting eight carriage guns was then lying, under the com- 
mand of Alexander Berrenoff ; which gentleman he faid would be happy 
to vifit the Chatham in the morning, could he be informed where fhe 
was likely to be found; but this was fo intirely dependant upon circum- 
ftances that no appointment could poflibly be made. Portoff flated, that 
this eftablifhment confifted of forty Ruffians, that they had another of 
equal confequence in Prince William’s found, and fome fmaller ones up the 
inlet. Mr. Puget endeavoured to procure fome information relative to 
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regions, and alfo concerning the navigable extent of the inlet; but all his 
inquiries proved unfuccefsful, as the RuMfians either could not, or would 
not, comprehend any of thofe queftions. On their departure they very 
obligingly took charge of a letter which Mr. Puget had addreffed to me, 
communicating the information of the Chatham’s arrival, and the plan 
of operations he intended to purfue. | 

The wind, which had veered in the night to the n.z., fell calm 
early in the morning of the 13th, and was attended by a very heavy fall of 
fnow; which continued, notwithftanding a fine breeze fprang up about 
noon from the n.w., with which their courfe was ftill dire&ted towards 
the weftern fhore, inthe hope, that fome interval of clear weather would 
enable them to find fhelter, in the vicinity of the place where their fur- 
vey was intended to commence. But as a ftrong ebb tide fat out from 
that fhore, and as the wind had fhifted more to the weftward, with an 
appearance of very unfettled weather, Mr. Puget was induced to ftand 
over towards cape Elizabeth; as the fhores there were known to afford 
both fhelter and anchorage, to which it was highly important to refort, 
until the feafon fhould be more propitious to the arduous tafk of dif- 
covery. 

The obfcurity produced by the falling fnow, rendered their fituation 
very irkfome and unpleafant as they approached the eaftern fide of 
the inlet, efpecially as at this time they were threatened with a ftorm. 
At length they difcovered that they had entered a bay to the north of 
cape Elizabeth, with the appearance of a harbour to the eaft, and a 
cove before them on the northern fide, that promifed to afford fecure 
anchorage. For this they immediately fteered, and pafled fome funken 
rocks that lie about a quarter of a mile from the fhore. Here they felt 
the influence of a very {trong flood tide from the eaftward, through the 
channel formed by the iflands lying off that fhore, which, having met 
with fome oppofing current, appeared like breakers, extending nearly 
half way acrofs the entrance into the cove; and although the depth was 
not lefs than 14 fathoms, yet fo violent was the agitation, that the cabin 
windows were obliged to be fecured by the dead lights. The cove having 
the appearance of being an eligible refting place until the weather 
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fhould permit them to become better acquainted with the adjacent 
fhores, they worked in, and anchored’ in 5 fathoms water, fandy bottom. 
The fouth-weft point of the cove, ina line with cape Elizabeth, bore by 
compafs s. 5 w.; a narrow channel leading to fea between the iflands and 
the main land, s. 48 £.; the bottom of the cove, n.67 w.; and the near- 
eft fhore s.57.w., a quarter of a mile diftant. 

The very menacing appearance of the weather in the afternoon, di- 
reéted them to lofe no time in fearching for a place of greater fafety ; and 
about four o’clock a boat, that had been fent on this fervice to the north? 
éaftward, returned with the very pleafant intelligence, that at not moré 
than half a league from the cove there was a harbour, affording every 
fhelter and proteétion that could be required. During the abfence of 
the boat the gale, as well as the fall of fnow, had greatly increafed, and 
both were {till increafing; the wind however was favorable to their pro- 
ceeding to this retreat, at which they foon arrived. It proved to be a 
perfeét bafon, and they anchored in it at a convenient diftance from the 
fouthern fhore. To having thus providentially gained this protected 
fituation, they probably owed their prefervation; for during the night 
they had a very heavy fall of {now, attended by a moft violent form 
from the fouthward, and an intenfe froft, the thermometer being at 20. 
To the fury of this ftorm they would have been very dangeroufly ex- 
pofed at their former anchorage, for notwithftanding that the very fnug 
{tation they had now taken was not more than three hundred yards from 
the weather fhore; yet fo violent was the gale, that they were obliged to 
let go a fecond anchor to prevent the veffel from driving, RS, 

The wind in the morning had much abated of its fury, but the fall of 
fnow and the feverity of the froft ftill continued. This inclemency of 
the weather did not prevent the vifits of the natives. About twenty-fix 
of thefe good people, in {mall {kin canoes, approached the Chatham with 
fome little caution. All the party, excepting one canoe, ftopped at the 
entrance of the harbour until this one had reconnoitred, who meeting 
with an agreeable reception, the appointed fignal was made, and the 


others without further hefitation infantly repaired alongfide, and were 
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Their conduét was exaétly fimilar to that of their more northern neigh- 


—.""_» bours who. had vifited the Difeovery, all their a€tions were direfted by 


the ftri€teft honefly; the moft implicit confidence was repofed in all their 
dealings, and in no one inftance did they abufe the indulgences that 
were fhewn to them. They were very eager, expert, and clever in all 
their commercial dealings. They bartered away their garments, wea- 
pons, fifhing-tackle, and ornaments in great variety, but neither offered, 
nor appeared to have any furs for fale. Their various articles of drefs,. 
&c, were exchanged principally for fpoons and beads, as thefe people 
placed but little value on iron or copper. Many of them fpoke the Ruf- 
fian language, and from what could be inferred from their converfation 
and figns, it fhould appear that they are much attached to the people of - 
that nation. is! 

The wind at Nn. w. bringing more favorable weather in the evening, 
the Chatham proceeded about: half a league along the fouthern fhore, in 
order to take a flation near an excellent run of water, and which in other 
refpects. was more commodious for tranfacting their bufinefs with the 
fhore. When moored the watering place bore by compais s. 17 £., at the 
diftance of a cable and a half; the points of entrance into the harbour,. 
s, 81.w., and nN. 70.w.; fome detached rocks above water, from N. 66£. 
to.N. 77 B.; the oppofite fide of the harbour being about a mile diftant. 

Owing to the extreme inclemency of the weather, their operations of 
refitting were greatly retarded; ftorms fucceeded ftorms, blowing frony 
all quarters. with great violence, and attended with very heavy falls of 
fnow. In one of thefe, on the rgth, the mercury in the thermometer fel! 
to. 15, which was-the greateft degree of cold they experienced. 

The wind. between eaft and s. £. blew on the 22d’ with more than its 
former fury, and during the night obliged them: to: ride with two-anchors: 
a-head until the next morning; when, after fome very heavy rain, the wind 
moderated, the clouds. difperfed, and by noon the weather had become 
ferene and pleafant, the mercury having rifen to’ 42. This favorable: 
change enabled them to accomplifh all their neceflary bufinefs. with the 
fhore, and on the following morning they failed out of the harbour, for 
the purpole of proceeding towards. cape Douglas; but calm. weather 

about 
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about noon obliged them to anchor-in the cove before mentioned, im- 
mediately on the outfide of the harbour, where a fingle Ruffian took up 
his refidence amongft a {mall party of the natives. This man, with an- 
other of the name of Mallacha, who faid he commanded a floop mount- 
ing eight guns, had, during the boifterous weather, vifited the Chatham. 
On much anxiety being at that time expreffed to procure fome tidings of 
the Difcovery, and as fome intelligence feemed likely to be gained by 
fending over to cape Douglas, Mallacha took charge of a letter from 
Mr. Puget, which he promifed fhould be fafely delivered, and an anf{wer 
returned in cafe the Difcovery had arrived in the let. Mr. Puget pre- 
fented him with an affortment of ufeful commodities, and added to thefe 
fome provifions and rum. > This tranfa€tion took place on the 29d, and 
he promifed to be back, or to meet the Chatham on her way towards 
cape Douglas, in the courfe of a few days; but on their arrival in this 
cove, they were greatly furprized by receiving a vifit from the refident 
Ruffian ina ftate of intoxication, who delivered a requeft from Mallacha 
for an additional fupply of ram, and who, from this man’s account, ap- 
peared to have been in this cove ever fince he had quitted the Chatham, 
and ina conftant ftate of inebriety. Mr. Puget, juftly incenfed at Mallacha’s 
unpardonable conduét, refufed his requelt; and confidered the following 
information given by the other as deferving of little credit. He ftated, 
that about twelve or fourteen days before fome Indians had feen a three- 
mafted veffel pafs to the north of the barren iflands on her way up the 
inlet, and that an Englifh veffel had anchored off the Kodiak for about 
four hours, and then was driven to fea bya fouth-eaft gale, and had been 
no more feen. 

On this occafion I cannot help obferving, that the difcrediting of thefe 
reports was probably more Owing to incorrett interpreters than any inten- 
tion on the part of the Ruffians to deceive, and it {hews the great uncer- 
tainty of any information obtained, when a competent knowledge of the 
language made ufe of is not mutually poffeffed by the parties converfing. 
This cannot probably be more fully exemplified than in the prefent inftance; 
in ‘which it is fair to prefume, that the intelligence conveyed was founded 
on fasts; for the Difcovery had unquelftionably paffed to the north of the 
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barren iflands, and had direted her courfe up the inlet about the time 


\—~~——J alluded to: we’had likewife been: becalmed on the evening of the 5th of 


april, with moft of our fails clewed-up,: within four or five miles of the 
eaftern coaft of Kodiak, where we remaimed flationary in good foundings 
nearly four hours, and might eafily have been confidered at anchor; 
from whence, with the wind in the eaftern quarter, we were driven to 


fea, and contended with much boifterous weather. The Indians alfo, 


who vifited the Difcovery whilft becalmed, clearly underftood fhe was an 
Englifh veffel; thus the reports made to Mr. Puget feem to have cor- 
refponded with our motions, and admit a prefumption, that a judgment 
rather too hafty was formed of the veracity of thele Ruflians. 

But to refume Mr. Puget’s narrative, it appeared that on fhore; im the 
cove near the Indian village, a crofs was erected, on which were feveral 
infcriptions in the Ruffian character. 

A ftrong gale from the s.z., attended with very thick mifty weather, 
continued, and detained the Chatham until the evening of the 28th, 
when the wind becoming lefs violent, preparations were made for failing 
the next morning. About midnight, a party, in a dozen canoes, arrived, 
conduéted by Portoff the Ruffian, who had vifited them when off point 
Banks, and prefented them with a fupply of cod and halibut, being the 
firft they had caught this feafon. Portoff was queftioned concerning the 
letter intrufted to his care off point Banks, by Mr. Puget; in reply to 
which he ftated, that it had been fent to a fhip they had received intelli- 
gence of being in the inlet, but the Indians who had been difpatched 
after her had returned. unfuccefsful, without obtaining any certain in- 
formation where the veflel was to be found. / 

In the low grounds, at the head of the cove, the officers of the Chat- 
ham had been fo fortunate as to kill fome wild geefe and ducks. The 
weather, on the goth, being fair, with a pleafant breeze from the north- 
ward, they finally quitted this. place, which obtained the name of Port 
CHATHAM; it is fituated behind the ifland which forms.cape Elizabeth, 
and from that promontory extends to a point in a direftion N..45 E., 
five miles and an half, and from thence it terminates. in an excellent 
harbour, about two miles long from welt to. eaft, and one mile broad 
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from north to fouth, affording fecure and convenient anchorage. The 
paflage into it pafling to’ the north-weft of cape Elizabeth, is free from 
all obftruétions, but fuch as are fufficiently confpicuous, or eafily avoid- 
ed; thefe confift principally of fhoals, that extend a little diftance from 
each point of the cove, and an iflet, about which are fome rocks that 
lie to the fouth-weft of the fouth-eaft point of entrance into the harbour. 
A narrow channel exifts between the rocks and the main land, from g 
to 12 fathoms deep. ‘The foundings in general in port Chatham are to- 
lerably regular from 5 to 2 5 fathoms, the bottom a {tiff clay, the fhores 
in moft places are a low border, very well wooded with pine trees and fome 
fhrubs. This border occupies a fmall {pace between the water-fide and 
the foot of the mountains that compofe the neighbouring country, up 
which, to a certain height, trees and other vegetables were produced ; 
but their more elevated parts appeared to be barren, and their fum- 
mits were covered with fnow, in all probability perpetual. The Chat- 
ham’s anchorage, off the run of water, was found to be in latitude 59° 
14’, longrtude 209° 4’, variation 24° eafterly. The rife and fall of the 
tide, near the change of the moon, was 14, but during the neap tides 
not more than 10/or 11 feet. High water about an. hour after the 
moon had paffed the meridian; but this and other circumftances relative 
to the tides were found tovbe greatly influenced by the force and direc- 
tion of the winds. The fituation of the harbour, in ref{pect of its vicinity 
to the ocean, its free accefs, egref3, and very convenient communication 


with the fhore, are confidered by Mr. Puget to be at leaft equal,. if 


not fuperior, to the generality of the ports that we had vifited: in thefe: 


regions. 


After quitting port Chatham, owing to faint variable winds. it was: 


near noon.on the goth before they had reached within a: few miles of 
cape Douglas, where the coaft is compoled of a low traét of country, 
ftretching into the fea’ from the bafe of very lofty mountains wrapped 
in fnow, which alfo covered the furface of the land quite down to the 
water's edge. This was likewife the cafe with that which appeared to 
be the extremity of the cape, fituated in latitude 58° 52, longitude 
207°21'; off which, a few miles to the northward, lics a very low flat 
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ifland; and to the northward of the mountains that form the promon-. 
y-——~ tory of cape Douglas is a lofty rugged ridge, that at a diftance feeined 


to be detached, and te give anappearance of many openings in the coaft ; 
but ona nearer approach it was found to be firmly connected by land 
jefs elevated, and forming a deep bay between the cape and the lower 
borders of mount St. Auguftin. ‘This became the firft obje& of their 


examination. 


Light baffling winds rendering the progrefs of the veflel extremely 


flow, a boat was difpatched to facilitate the operations of their furvey. 
By noon the weather had materially changed ; a fwell rolled in from the 
eaftward, and as this was attended by other indications of a return of the 
fouth-eaft and eafterly florms, the boat was recalled, and the Chatham 
{tood to the northward, in the hope of finding fome place of fhelter; 
but the wind being unfteady, and the tide fetting faft towards the low 
fhores of cape Douglas, they anchored in 21 fathoms.water, foft bottom. 
Mount St. Auguftin bore by compafs n.24w.; an appearance like a 
harbour, s.83 w.; the above low flat ifland from s.39£. to s.77 5., 


diftant about a mile; and a ledge of rocks ftretching from its north-eaft . 


point, N. 82x. At low water the extent of this reef was very materially 
increafed. A very uncomfortable night was paffed in this expofed fitu- 
ation, which however they had no means ‘of quitting, becaufe it fell 
calm, and continued fo moft part of the night; yet the atmofphere bore 
a very tempeftuous appearance, and they hada very heavy and irregular 
{well from the eaftward, which with the ebb tide detarned them at anchor 
until ten in the forenoon of the 1ft of may. In the aft of weighing the 
cable parted, by which unfortunate accident the anchor was irrecover- 
ably loft. 

With a gentle breeze from the N.£. they ftood to the weftward in 
order to examine the bay, and found the depth of water to decreafe from 


17 to g fathoms. At this time a long reef was difcovered, on whichthe — 


fea broke with great violence, extending froma low rocky iflet lying 
before the apparent harbour above-mentioned. The fhores of the bay 
in moft direétions feemed to be compact, but encumbered with large 
rocks and ftones; this appearance induced Mr. Puget to retire from fuch 
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dangers, and to direét his courfe to the northward for mount St. Au- 
guftin. The depth of water was'10, 11, and 12 fathoms, on paffing at 
the diftance of about 4 leagues from the bottom of the bay, which is 
formed by an extenfive low country, lying between the bafe of the rug- 
ged range of mountains before mentioned, and the water fide. The 
termination of this bay not appearing to have the leaft navigable open- 
ing in it, a more minute examination was deemed unneceflary. 

- As they approached mount St. Auguftin it was found to conftitute a 
very remarkable ifland, rifing with a uniform afcent from the fhores to 
its lofty fummit, which is nearly perpendicular to the center of the ifland, 
inclining fomewhat to its eaftern fide. The width of the paflage between 


it and the main land is about fix miles, through which they failed within 
about half a league of the weftern fhore of the ifland in 7, 5, and g fa- 


thoms water, and after pafling its weftern extremity, anchored on the 
north fide in 12 fathoms water, muddy bottom; the fhores of the ifland 
bearing by compa{s from n. 658. to s. 4.w., the neareft fhore s, 10 E., 
about two miles diftant, and its moft elevated part fituated in latitude 
59° 22’, longitude 207° 10', s.73 2. This ifland is ftated. by Mr. Puget 
to be about g leagues in circuit; towards the fea-fide it is very low, from 
whence it rifes, though regular, with rather a {teep- afcent, and forms 
a lofty, uniform, conical mountain, prefenting nearly the fame appear- 
ance from every point of view, and clothed down to the water’s edge 


with {now and ice, through which neither tree nor fhrub were feen to 


protrude; fo that if it did produce any, they muft either have been very 
fmall,; or the {now muft have been fufficiently deep to have concealed 
them. The landing upon this.ifland was effeéted with fome difficulty on 
the ebbing tide, m confequence of the fhore being bounded at the diftance 


of a quarter of a mile by innumerable large detached rocks, through 


which a pafflage was found with much labour for the boat. Fragments 
of rock fimilar to thofe which have been already defcribed, appeared to 
lie off moft parts of the ifland, but no where at fo great a diftance as 
from its northern. fhore. 


In the evening Mr. Puget ftates that they were vifited by two Ruffians,. 


accompanied by a {mall party of the natives, whofe refidence was toward 
the 
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the north-eaft point of the ifland; their vifit was not of a very intereft- 
ing nature, as they brought with them nothing to difpofe of, nor could 
they give any account whether any veflel had pafled up the inlet in the 
courfe of the feafon. On this fubjeét the gentlemen in the Chatham be- 
gan to be very anxious, but as they entertained not the leaft doubt that 
they had preceded the Difcovery in their furvey, a letter communicating 
{uch intelligence was entrufted to their Ruffian vifitors. 

Early in the morning of the gd of may they proceeded to the north- 
ward with a light air from the s.s.w., attended with fair and pleafant 
weather; and as they advanced along the weftern fhore of the inlet, it 
was obferved to be indented and broken into coves and fmall bays, that 


appeared likely to afford convenient anchorage. The points of thefe: 


bays were in general {teep and rocky, behind which rofe a compaét moun- 


tainous country to a confiderable height, being a continuation of the’ 


range extending from cape Douglas, clad in perpetual fnow; and feem- 
ingly deftitute of any vegetable produ€tions except on a narrow flat 
margin commencing at the foot of thofe mountains, and forming the fea 
fhore, which was tolerably well wooded. At noon their obferved latitude 
was 59°34; the northernmoft land then in fight, a low point covered 
with trees, bore by compafs N.258.; cape Elizabeth, n.81£.; the 
ifland of St. Auguftin, from s. 40x. to fouth, diftant 3-leagues; the 
neareft {hore diftant three miles; and to the north-weft there were three 
iflets, behind which was the appearance of anchorage and fhelter. The 
foutherly breeze increafing in the afternoon enabled them to make great 
progrefs, obferving as they pafled a few {mall bays or coves on the com- 
pact weftern fhore. In the evening they were met by one hundred and 
fifty fkin canoes, which were eftimated to contain about three hundred 
of the natives; fome carried three perfons, others two, and a few only 
one perfon. They fpoke the Ruffian language, pulled off their hats or 


caps, and bowed as they paffed; feveral attempted to reach the veffel, 


but were prevented by the favorable breeze, which was too valuable at 
this time to be facrificed to the curiofity of the Indians. The Chatham 
continued her route along the fhores, fimilar to thofe already defcribed, 


until 
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until ten o’clock, when fhe hauled her wind, and plied under an eafy fail 
during the night. 

At this time they had reached that part of the weftern fhore which 
had undergone our ‘previous examination. By Mr. Puget’s journal it 
appears, that a compaét, connetted body of very high mountainous land 
binds the weftern fhore of this inlet, at no great diftance from the water 
fide, all the way from cape Douglas to the volcano; from whence the 
fame lofty range continues until it branches off to the north-weft, towards 
thofe mountains that, from the upper part of the inlet, bore the appear- 
ance of being detached. The found, whofe waters appeared to us on 
the 15th of april to wath the bafe of the volcano mountain, was ap- 
proached by them much nearer than by us, and is defcribed by Mr. 
Puget as having been feen quite round; in its fouth-weft part is a fmall 
opening formed by two low points covered with wood; the entrance is 
very narrow, and at low water a flat, interfperfed with large detached 
ftones, appeared to extend from the commencement of that low land to 
its termination, including the paflage into the opening or rivulet. Under 
thefe circumftances it was confidered as unworthy of any further examina- 
tion, and with the affiftance of the flood tide their route was purfued to the 
northward, between the low ifland and the main land, in foundings from 
30 to 13 fathoms; keeping near the former, in the expe€tation of feeing 
fome of the Ruffians from the eftablifhment that Malacha had ftated to be 
on the ifland. This was paffed within about half a league of its weftern fide, 
and a fignal gun was fired, but to no effeét. About eight o’clock they 
anchored for the night in 12 fathoms water, coarfe gravelly bottom. 
The north-weft point of the ifland bore by compafs v.99 £., diftant 4 
miles, and the fouth point s. go w., diftant 3 leagues. Early in the 
morning of the 5th of may they proceeded towards the weft Foreland, 
with foundings from 13 to 25 fathoms, until within about 4£ miles of 
the fhores of the main land, north of the ifland, when the depth de- 
creafed, and as the flood tide was then over, they anchored in 10 fathoms 
water, rocky bottom. The weft Foreland bore by compafs n. 42 E., 4 
or 5 miles diftant; the north-weft point of the ifland, s. 94 £.; the bot- 
tom ofa very open bay, formed by the land retiring a little to the weft- 
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ward of the weft Foreland, n. 17 w.; at low water the fhoal noticed by 
Meffrs. Portlock and Dixon was diftin@tly feen from the matft-head, from 
s. 80. tos. 74 E.; and a detached rock lying off the north-eaft point of 
the ifland, s. 45 5. ; 

Mr. Puget reprefents the country from the above fuppofed found as 
defcending from the bafe of the mountains, and gradually forming an 
inclined plane, terminating at the water fide in a compaét beach, or 
low cliffs well wooded; the mountains rife very perpendicularly, and, 
like the others that incompafs this region, are lofty, apparently barren, 
and always covered with {now; from the fhores of this open bay a fhoat 
extends fome diftance into the inlet. Whilft they were waiting for the 
return of flood, fome of the natives gave them to underftand, that a 
three-mafted veffel had paffed up the inlet not many days before, and 
to confirm the truth of their report, produced the beads and other ar- 
ticles they had procured from the fhip, which they defcribed to be at 
anchor at no great diftance. 

Notwithftanding the behaviour of thefe people was as orderly and civil 
as can poflibly be imagined, nothing could prevail with them to carry a 
letter to the veffel they fpoke of; not from the labour or danger that 
might attend their expedition, but from an objeétion that they had to the 
letter itfelf; which.they could not be induced even to touch. A fimilar 
inftance of this nature occurred to Mr. Whidbey, who wifhed to intruft 
to the care of our Indian paffengers a letter to be delivered to the Chatham 
on her arrival in their neighbourhood, but they alfo declined having any 
thing to do with it. This cautious condu& proceeds, in all probability, 
from their being inftruéted to behave in this manner towards ftrangers by 
their Ruffian mafters, who feemed on_all occafions to poffefs great influ- 
ence and authority over them. 

On the firft of the flood tide the Chatham failed round the weft Fore- 
land, at the diftance of about a mile from the fhore, with foundings from 7 
to 12 fathoms. A rock was obferved that is vifible only at half tide, about 
the fourth of a mile from the extremity of the point, from whence they 
were vifited by two Indians, who confirmed the intelligence refpeéting 
the Difcovery, and put the matter beyond all doubt, by diftinétly pro- 
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mouncing my name, and pointing out the direétion where the veffel 
would be found. Mr. Puget immediately fo directed his courfe, and we 
had the pleafure of meeting as already related. 

Every thing being in readinefs to depart from a fituation that had pro- 
duced us fuch a continual anxiety, and had in other refpects been ex- 
tremely uncomfortable, we weighed with the firft of the ebb about one 
o'clock on wednefday afternoon, and with a light breeze from the fouth- 
ward turned down the channel to the Chatham, and anchored for the 
night off the north-weft point of Turnagain ifland in 15 fathoms water, 
having found the foundings, as on our paflage up the inlet, very ir- 
regular. Here we were vifited by two Ruflians, who came in a large 
canoe or boat paddled by ten Indians; one of the Ruffians was the prin- 
cipal perfon of the party with whom Mr, Whidbey had met near the 
north Foreland, the other a clerk, or perfon of fome fuch defcription 
belonging to the eftablifhment on the eaftern {hore to the fouthward of the 
eaft Foreland; their errand was intended as a yifit to us, and as we were 
bound towards their places of abode, they readily accepted an invitation 
to proceed with us, inftead of returning in their open boat. On the 
making ebb tide, about two o’clock on thurfday morning, we again pro- 
ceeded with a light breeze from the northward. Our courfe was diretted 
a little nearer to the ifland than before, by which means we now paffed over 
in 31 fathoms water the north part of the fhoal that extends from the weft 
end of Turnagain ifland. In confequence of this fpit, and the fhoals 
from the northern fhore, which alfo projeét in a point towards the ifland; 
the navigable channel is reduced to fcarcely a mile in width; the deepetft 
water, which does not exceed 6 and 7 fathoms at half tide, is neareft to 
the northern fide. From this fhoal as we fteered to the fouth-weft; the 
depth of water foon increafed to 12 fathoms. Our route to the weft: 
ward was now directed about half a league or 2 miles to the fouth of our 
former track, in which we confidered ourfelves clear of fhoals or other 
interruptions; but we had not proceeded more than 6 miles in a weft 
direction from the ifland, when the depth of water again decreafed to 7, 
5, and 4 fathoms, and on the boat that was founding a-head coming into 
3i fathoms, we fteered more to the northward; and on the depth in- 
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ereafing we refumed our wefterly courfe, with regular foundings from: 
7 to 16 fathoms, in which latter depth the flood tide obliged us to an- 
chor, until with the affiftance of the ebb tide, by five in the afternoon 
we had nearly approached the north Foreland, when the Ruffian com- 
mandant took his leave, with a promife of returning in the evening. 
We anchored again on the return of the flood, about a league to the 
fouthward of his. refidence, but faw nothing more of him; the other 
Ruffian however remained on board, in order to conduét us to their 
fettlement on the eaftern fhore, whither we did not arrive, owing to faint 
variable winds, until faturday morning, when we anchored before a {mall 
creek in 10 fathoms water, fandy bottom. The eaft Foreland by com- 
pals bore nN. 34 w., the weft Foreland, n.74 w.; the voleano, s. 30 w. ; 
the fouthernmoft part of the eaftern fhore in fight, s. 25 £.; and the 
ereek, N.70 E., about a league diftant. In. this fituation the obferved. 
latitude was 60°35’, longitude 209° 21’. 

Soon after we had anchored, the commanding officer at the place fent 
a very civil meflage, requefting we would vifit their habitation, with 


which after breakfaft, accompanied by Mr. Menzies and our Ruffian paf- - 


fenger, Icomplied. As we drew near to the fhore the depth of water 
gradually decreafed, until in the entrance of the creek we found but one 
fathom from fide to fide. On our arrival here we were faluted by two 
guns from a kind of balcony, above which the Ruffian flag was difplayed 
on the top of a houfe fituated on the cliffs, which in moft places compofe 
the fhores of the upper part of the inlet, rifing perpendicularly from a 
beach, which generally commences at high water mark. ‘The compli- 
ment of two guns. was repeated on our landing, where we met fome 
Ruffians, who came to welcome and conduét us to their dwelling by a 
very indifferent path, which was rendered more difagreeable by a moft 
intolerable flench,. the worlt, excepting that of the fkunk, I had ever the 
inconvenience of experiencing; occafioned I believe by a depofit made 
during the winter of an immenfe colleétion of all kinds of filth, offal, &e. 
that had now become a fluid mafs of putrid matter, juft without the rail- 
ing that inclofed the Ruffian fattory, over which thefe noxious exhala- 


tions {pread, and feemed to become a greater nuifance by their combi- 
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nation with the effluvia arifing from the houfes. We were however 
conftrained to pafs fome time in this eftablifhment, which occupied a 
{pace of about an hundred and twenty yards fquare, fenced in by a very 
ftout paling of fmall {pars of pine and birch, placed clofe together about 
twelve feet high. Thefe were fixed firm in the ground, yet they ap- 
peared to be a very defencelefs barricade againft any hoftile attempts, 
even of the Indians, as the whole might eafily be reduced to afhes by fire 
on the outfide, as could alfo their houfes within the fence, thofe being 
built with wood and covered in with thatch. The largeft of thefe, re- 
fembling in its fhape a barn, was about thirty-five yards long, about as 
many feet in breadth, and about ten or twelve feet high; this was appro- 
priated to the refidence of thirty-fix Ruffians, who, with their commander 
‘Mr. Stephen Zikoff, then on an excurfion to prince William’s found, 
comprehended the total number of Ruffians at this flation; all of whom 
excepting the commander refide in this houfe, which principally con- 
fifts of one common room, anfwering all the purpofes of fhelter, feed- 
ing, and fleepmg in. For their better accommodation when at reff, 
two platforms, each about eight feet wide, were raifed about eight or 
nine inches from the ground or floor, and extended from end to end 
on each fide of the room; thefe were divided into eighteen open par- 
titions or ftalls, one of which was allotted to each perfon, as his parti- 
cular apartment, the middle of the room being common to them all. 
The ftalls were divided like thofe in the ftables of public inns, by pofts 
only, on which hung their fpare apparel, with their arms and accoutre- 
ments. The room though unglazed was tolerably light, as in the win- 
dows a fubftitute for glafs was made ufe of, which we fuppofed to be a 
thin membrane from the inteftines of the whale; this admitted a fauffi- 
eient quantity of light for all their purpofes, and excluded the wind and 
inclemency of the weather. The largeft of thefe windows was at the 
furtheft or upper end, near which ftood a very humble wooden table 
very rudely wrought, and furrounded by forms of the fame material. To 
thefe we were conduéted by two of the party who feemed to have fome 
fuperiority over the reft, one of whom appeared to be the principal 
perfon in the abfence of Mr, Zikoff, the other a kind of fteward or per- 
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fon charged with the moveable’ property belonging to the factory. If 
we underftood them right this fettlement had been thus eftablifhed twelve 
years, notwithftanding which we did not perceive that any attempt had 
been made either to cultivate the land, or to fupply themfelves more 
comfortably by the introduétion of domeftic animals. ‘The only refreth- 
ment they had to offer, was fome cold boiled halibut, and raw dried fal- 
mon intended to be eaten with it by way of bread. This very homely 
fare produced us’ no difappointment; for had it been otherways, and 
confifting of the greateft niceties, we fhouid not have been inclined to 
have partaken of the repaft, ina place, where the atmofphere we inhaled 
was fo extremely offenfive, that every fenfation that is unpleafant was 
excited, excepting that ofhunger. This occafioned the fhortening of 
our vifit as much as common civility would allow, and as we prepared to 
feek the relief of a purer air, we were attended by our two leaders in 
taking a view. of the reft of the fettlement. We found it to confift of a. 
fmaller houfe fituated at the weft end of the large one, in which Mr: 
Zikoff the commander refided, and two or three and twenty others of 
different dimenfions all huddled together without any kind of regularity, 
appropriated to the depofiting of ftores, and to the educating of Indian 
children in the Ruffian language and religious perfuafion; they were 
alfo the refidence of fuch of the natives as were the companions, or the 
immediate attendants on the Ruffians compofing the eftablifhment. Our 
attention was next directed to the veflel we had been informed belonged 
tothis place. She was found hauled up juft above the general line of 
high water mark, clofe under the cliffs on which their houfes were 
ereted. Her burthen I eftimated at about fixty or feventy tons; fhe 
was very clumfily rigged with two mafts, and her hull had the oakum 
dropping out of the feams, and was in other refpe¢ts much out of repair. 
In this fituation fhe had been for two years, and was {till to remain there 
two years longer, when this party would be relieved, and the veffel re- 
paired, in which they would return to Kamtfchatka. 

The place where the veffel was laid up was hardly. within fight of their 
habitation, fhe could therefore in the event of any mifunderftanding with 
the natives have been eafily fet on’ fire, or otherwife deftroyed, which 

could 
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could not have been fo eafily accomplifhed had fhe remained in the creck, 
where the water feemed to be of fufficient depth to keep her conftantly 
afloat, and by that means to afford the Ruffians a retreat that might 
prove very defirable in the event of any infurreétion. Their apprehen- 
fions however on this fcore did not feem very great, for they were very 
ill provided to defend themfelves againft any attack. The whole of their 
armour confifted of two {mall brafs fwivel guns, each carrying about a 
pound fhot, mounted on the balcony at the top of the large houfe, which 
is fufficiently high to overlook all the inclofed premifes; a fimilar piece 
of ordnance at the door of the entrance, about a dozen mufkets hanging 
apparently in conftant readinefs near the upper end of the great room, 
with two or three piftols, and a few fhort daggers. 

Our curiofity and inquiries thus fatisfied, I invited thefe two gentlemen 
to accompany us on board, with which they readily complied. They 
prefented me with a few fkins of the land animals found in the neigh- 
bourhood, and a very fine halibut, which was highly acceptable, as it 
was the firft frefh fifh we had procured this feafon. A brifk northerly 
breeze prevailed on our reaching the fhip; this temptation to proceed 
was too great to allow of our remaining at anchor, though it neceflarily 
fhortened the ftay of our vifitors. On their departure I gave them a 


{mall affortment of fuch things as were moft likely to prove ferviceable 


in their retirement, which they very thankfully accepted. 

We now direéted our courfe along the eaftern fhore, towards the en- 
trance of the inlet; but the northerly breeze being foon fucceeded by 
light variable airs, our progrefs became fo flow, that it was ten at night 
on monday, before we had arrived within about eight miles of point Bede, 
bearing by compafs s.44£. Here we anchored in 30 fathoms water, 
and were vifited by three of the natives, who brought the letter Mr. Puget 
had given, in charge to fome of the Ruffians, and who prefented us with 
four halibuts, Bis they faid were fent by Mr. Berrenoff; this gentleman 
they faid was on fhore, and that he had dire€ted them to fay, that if we 
fhould remain at anchor until the next morning, he would pay usa vifit. 

As I much wifhed for the pleafure of feemg Mr. Berrenoff, who we 


had been given to underftand was the commandant of all the Ruffian 
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eftablifhments on the Kodiak, and about the’ entrance into this mlét, I 
did not depart as I had purpofed in the morning; but hearing nothing 
further of him, with the firfi of the ebb in the afternoon, and a light 
breeze from the N. w. we proceeded to the fouthward. In the morning 
we had been vifited by feveral of the natives, all of whom condutted 
themfelves like their neighbours with the utmoft propriety. As we ap- 
proached point Bede, Portoff, to whom Mr. Puget had intrufted a letter 
addrefled to me off cape Douglas, came with it on board, accompanied 
by two of his countrymen. From him we underftooed that Berrenoff, 
who was then on his way, would be with us in the courfe of the after- 
noon or evening; that he was very anxious for an interview with us, and 
that he requefted we would not proceed to fea. On their departure one 
of them promifed ‘to provide us with a large fupply of fifh by the morn- 
ing. About day-light he met the fhip off the Barren ifles, and punétu- 
ally performed his promife, by affording us halibut fufficient to ferve the 
whole of the crew two or three days. Hearing no tidings of the com- 
mandant, and having a fteady breeze from the eaftward, we plied towards 
the ocean until noon, when the weather afluming a very unfavorable 
appearance, attended with a heavy {well from the eaftward, we anchored 
off the north {part of point Bede in 31 fathoms water, having the fouth- 
ernmoft part of that point and cape Elizabeth in a line, bearing by com- 
pals s. 54 £.; theneareft fhore, being a detached rock with fome {maller 
ones about it, N. 51 E., three fourths of a mile diftant; land we fuppofed 
to be the points of entrance into Graham’s harbour, from 1N.35 5. :t0 
N.12£., the former at the diftance of 2, the latter at about 3 leagues; 
the volcano, N.64 w., and the Barren ifles from s.8£. to s.18 5. In 
this fituation our obfervations on the following day fhewed the latitude 
to be 59° 198 longitude 208° 41’; and the variation of the compafs by 
three fets of azimuths, differing from 26° 16’ to 27° 35', gave the mean 
refult 26° 59’ eaftwardly. 

The friendly Ruffian, who had fo amply fupplied us with halibut, 
again appeared, and ftated, that Mr. Berrenoff would on a certainty be 
with us in the courfe of the afternoon; and, as I now underftood he 
would bring an Englifh interpreter with him, an interview became: infi- 
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‘nitely more defirable, from the profpeét we had of acquiring fome inte- 


refting intelligence: re{peCting thefe regions; yet, as I had been twice 
difappointed in fimilar affurances, the third engagement by no means 
warranted any further delay, efpecially as the caufe which had produced 
our detention no longer exifted. For thefe reafons, with the affiftance 
of the ebb tide, and a wefterly wind, we proceeded about two o'clock, 
but it was fo flowly, that it was eight o’clock in the evening before we 
had pafled cape Elizabeth; which, from the refult of our obfervations, 
appeared to be fituated in latitude 59° 9’, longitude 208°59’; which po- 
fition, like that of the reft of the coaft vifited by us this feafon, is con- 
fiderably to the eaftward of the longitude as ftated by Captain Cook, the 
difference being from 1° 8’ to 1°12’ or 1°14... The delineation of the 
fhores of this inlet and its foundings will likewife aflume, in a few in- 
ftances, a trivial difference from the reprefentation of that able and il- 
luftrious navigator, in confequence of our having been able to appro- 
priate a greater length of time to the examination of it than it was in 
Captain Cook’s power to beftow; yet the difagreement of the two fur- 
veys is fo inconfiderable, that it will require the eye of a critical obfer- 
ver to difcover the particulars in which they vary. 

Thus we took our leave of Cook’s inlet, where, from our different in- 
terviews with the Ruffians fettled on its fhores, it might have been rea- 
fonably expected that much information would have been derived, 
concerning the objeéts and advantages in contemplation, from the ex- 
tenfion of that empire to fuch remote regions. Ignorance of each 
other’s language, that infurmountable obftacle to the attainment of fuch 
kind of knowledge, attended on all our inquiries, and in moft inftances 
rendered them extremely inconclufive, and often very contradi€tory to 
what we had at firft underftood. This difficulty was not a little increafed 
by the want of information in moft of our Ruffian vifitors, with re- 
gard to every thing that appertained to the fcience of geography. Our 
repeated converfations with the perfon who conduéted us to the fettle- 
ment on the-eaftern fhore, led us to imagine that a navigable branch of 
this inlet extended from the eaftern fide, and communicated with an im- 
mente lake to the north-eaft, in which were whales, feals, fea otters, and a 
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variety of falt-water fith; that the fhores of it were too diftant to be ~ 


vifible from each other; and that he knew not in what dire€tion it uni- 
ted with the ocean; but that Mr. Zikoff was gone thither, on an ex- 


ploring expedition. All this we fuppofed we had perfeétly compre- | 


hended, until our arrival at the factory, when in order to become better 
acquainted with circumftances of fo much importance to us, I fought for 


a confirmation of what we had thus been told; but, to my great fur- | 


prize, when I had afcended the balcony at the top of the houfe, I was 
made to perceive in the moft unequivocal manner, that it’ was the inlet 
2tfelf that had been meant, and that the eaftern navigable branch was 
no other than Turnagain arm, (which nearly communicates with Prince 
William’s found) in which Mr. Zikoff was gone to a Mr. Colomene, 
who commanded a Ruifian eftablifhment near cape Hinchinbrook. 

This incident will afford fufficient proof how little dependence is to 
be placed on information affumed from perfons but ill qualified to an- 
fwer our queftions if underftood, and with whom, for want of language, 
our communication was neceflarily very uncertain and imperfeé; it will 
alfo fhew, on how flight foundation the theories of mediterranean feas, 
and of a north-weft paflage, may often relft. 

Intelligence procured from fuch authority and under fuch circum- 
{ftances, and unfupported by other corroborative evidence, or that does 
not carry with it the flrongeft prefumptive proof of its being correét, 
ought always to be received with the utmoft caution. By this rule I 
had uniformly governed my conduét; and in the inftance of the com- 


munication of this inlet with prince William’s found, I did not confider- 


myfelf warranted to credit the information we had received to that ef- 
fe&t, until it had been ftated, without the leaft deviation or contra- 
diétion, as well on board the Chatham as the Difcovery, that a branch 
of that found extended within a few miles of the upper end of Turna- 
gain arm. 
Hence thefe two extenfive inlets appeared to be feparated from each 
other only by a narrow ifthmus of compaét mountainous land, that pre- 
cluded all poffibility of any navigable interior watercourfe through it 
from 
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from any part of the fhores of the intervening peninfula ; and rendered a 
minute examination of,the coaft of this peninfula of little importance, as 
it would have occupied a large portion of time, and could not have 
furthered the attainment of the great objeét we had in view, any more 
than a complete furvey of the numerous iflands, that in the courfe of the 
two preceding fummers we had difcovered lying before the continental 
~ boundaries. For this reafon J determined to make the beft of our way 
towards prince William’s found, and to examine the fhores of the penin- 
fula, fo far only as could be done from the fhip in paffing along its coaft. 
This would greatly tend to facilitate our operations this feafon, which, 
notwithftanding they had commenced at a very early period, had yet ac- 
~ complifhed little in comparifon to the extent of coaft we had yet to fur- 
vey in the courfe of this fummer. Trufting that our examination of 
prince William’s found, though commencing only from its fouth-weit 
point of entrance, would juftify this proceeding, our courfe was diretted 
thither. | 

I had it in contemplation during this purfuit, fhould circumftances con- 
cur, to ftop fhort of prince William’s found at port Andrews; fo named 
by Mr. Portlock, but called by the Ruffians Blying found; where we 
had been informed by our vifitors, (particularly by Portoff who was 
by far the moft intelligent,) that they had an arfenal, and that one or 


two Englifhmen, affifted by fome Ruffian artificers, were building with. 


the timber of the country a fhip as large as the Difcovery. Thuis intelli- 
gence had been obtained in confequence of my having repeatedly in- 
quired, where there was a convenient fituation for laying the Difcovery 
on fhore; being apprehenfive that her bottom might have received fome 
injury, from the numerous accidents to which fhe had been lately ex- 
pofed. . 

Blying found was ftrongly recommended by Portoff, who affured me 
that the rife and fall of the tide on a very convenient beach, was fully 
fufficient to anfwer all our purpofes, and that his countrymen not only 
poffeffed the means, but would be happy in rendering us every affiftance 
we might require; and that on Mr. Berrenoff being made acquainted with 
our arrival there, he would immediately repair thither, that nothing in 
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their power might bé wanting to relieve our neceffities. But as our 
availing sntasa of thefe fervices would greatly depend on the exifting 
dhtedrifisnbes at the time of our arrival in that neighbourhood, and par- 
ticularly as Blying found was not fo central for carrying into execution 
our furvey of prince William’s found as I could have wifhed, I made no~ ‘te 
arrangements for benefiting by thefe very kind and friendly offers. say 
~ Having accomplifhed by our joint labours the examination of the 
fhores of Cook’s inlet from cape Douglas to its utmoft extremity, and od 
from thence to the eaft Foreland, I fhall conclude this chapter by re- 
marking, that although circumftances did not permit us to make fuch 
aftronomical obfervations on the fpot as I confidered. to be neceflary for — 
determining the longitude of our ftation at the head of Cook’s inlet, yet 
we were fortunate in obtaining thofe that very fatisfa€torily fhewed the 
rates of our chronometers, from which authority we were enabled to af- 
certain the longitudinal menfuration of our | furvey, and to deduce from _ 
fubfequent obfervations what I confidered as its true longitude. g 

The obfervations for obtaining the latitude, the rates of the chrono- — 
meters, and the variation of the compafs, were made on fhore, at the 
watering place near the fhip’s ftation at the head of Cook’s inlet; (they 
were as follow) 

Kendall’s chronometer fhewed the longitude according to the Karaka- 


‘ 


kooa rate to be u : = ~ SE BO8S tf Bae 
Arnold’s. No. 14, according to the fame rate, = 209 31 25 
Ditto 176, ditto, you poling - 209 50 40 

True longitude deduced from fubfequent obfervations as 
before ftated, - - - - - 210 53 15 


By this authority, and twelve fets of altitudes taken be- 
tween the 26th of april and 6th of may, both days inclu- 
five, Arnold’s No. 176 was found to be faft of mean time 


at Greenwich on the 6th of may at noon, - 8' 44’ 46” 90” 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of 52 37 
Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean time at Greenwich, 3 58 18 30 
gaining as above, u = weg 


Kendall’s" 
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Rendall faft of mean time at Greenwich, = 4° 2! 22” 390” 
gaining as before, . - - 26 22 
The latitude, - - - - - Gres. 


The variation of the compafs in twenty {ets of azimuths 
by three different compaffes, differing from 27° 27’ to 31° 
18’, fhewed their mean refult to be - - 29 30 eafterly. 
Our fituation at this ftation did not admit of any opportunity for 
meafuring the rife and fall of the tides, but ina very rough way ; by 
which it appearud: that on fpring tides it amounted to about twenty-feven 


feet, and that it was high water fix hours after the moon had paffed the 


meridian, 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Paffage from Cook's inlet to Prince William’s found—Meet a large fleet of 
canoes—Spring the bowfprit in a gale of wind—Carry away the fore- 
yard—Arrive in port Chalmers—Survey of Prince William's found by 
the boats—A violent form—Vifited by a few Ruffians—Some account of 


their eftablifhments in the found—Chatham difpatched to continue the fur- 
vey of the coaft eaftward from cape Hingh an trainin cee Tne and. 


nautecal obfervations. 


“Sak weather was delightfully ferene and pleafant, and the morning 
of the 16th was ufhered in by a fight we little expeéted in thefe feas. A 
numerous fleet of {kin canoes, each carrying two men only, were about 
the Difcovery, and, with thofe that at the fame time vifited the Chat- 
ham, it was computed there could not be lefs than four hundred Indi- 
ans prefent. They were almoft all men grown, fo that the tribe to 
which they belonged muft confequently be a very confiderable one. They 
inftantly and very willingly entered into trade, and bartered away their 
hunting and fifhing implements, lines and thread, extremely neat and 
well made from the finews of animals; with bags ingenioufly decorated 
with needle work, wrought on the thin membrane of the whales intef- 


tines; thefe articles, with fome fifh, and fome well executed models of 
canoes with all their appendages, conftituted the articles of commerce 
with thefe people, as well as with our Indian friends in Cook’s inlet; for 
excepting thofe furs given to me by Chatidooltz’s party, not an article of 
this defcription had been offered for fale, or even feen in the poffeffion { 
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of the natives, as forming a part of their apparel, as was the cafeinmy 
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former vifit to this country. The clothing of thefe Americans now 
chiefly confifted of garments made from the fkins of birds or quadrupeds, 
of not the leaft value. This humble fafhion had moft likely been intro- 
duced by their Ruffian friends, for the fake of increafing the number of 
the fkins of the fea otter, foxes, martin, ermine, and of fuch other ani- 
mals as come under the denomination of furs, which they find to be 
worth the trouble of exporting. 

Thefe good people, like all the others we had lately feen, condu€&ted 
themfelves with great propriety; and as the wind was very light, they 
continued with us until near noon, when they all retired to a bay or 
_ harbour we were then abreaft of. Our progrefs from Cook’s inlet had 
been fo flow that the Barren ifles were yet in fight, bearing by compals 
S. 34 W. to s. 48 w.; and the eafternmoft of the iflands near cape Eliza- 
beth, from s. 46 w. to s. 55 w., diftant about 5 leagues. On the infide 
of this ifland a low flat point projected towards the main land, and gave 
us reafon to doubt, whether between. thofe iflands and the main land a 
. fafe navigable channel would be found; this however could be of little 
importance, as port Chatham is very acceflible by pafling round cape 
Elizabeth, which at this time was hidden from our fight. The weft point 
of the above bay or harbour bore by compafs s. 72 W., 5 miles diftant; 

the land forming its eaftern point, which is a projecting promontory, 
appearing at a diftance like an ifland, N. 42 w. to Nn. 2 E., about half a 
league from us. Towards the fea it terminates in an abrupt cliff mo- 
derately elevated, and is conne@ed to the main land by a low peninfula 
covered with trees. Its north-weft fide prefented every appearance of 
affording fheltered anchorage, and to that part of the bay moft of the 
canoes repaired. We now fteered towards the northernmoft part of the 
coaft in fight, bearing by compafs N. 29 £.; the obferved latitude in this 
fituation was 59° 2’, longitude 209° 48’, placing the fouthernmoft part 
of the above promontory, which we fuppofed to be the fame that Mr: 
Portlock calls point Gore, in latitude 59° 11°, longitude 209° 40’; the 
bay or harbour on its weft fide we fuppofed to be port Dick. At firft 
however this fuppofition admitted of doubt, for inftead of point Gore 
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lying 14 leagues to the eaftward of cape Elizabeth, our furvey made 


thefe promontories fcarcely 10 leagues apart. 

On reference to our pofition on the coaft, the land feen before us 
forming the north extreme could be no other than the fouthernmoft of 
Pies iflands ; towards which with a pleafant breeze from the s.w. we 
made great progrefs, at the diftance of 3 or 4 miles from the fhore. 


Two openings were paffed, and we obferved along the coaft feveral low — 


detached parcels of rocks, at a greater diftance from the main land than 
we had generally remarked along the exterior coafts of this country. 
One group in particular lying s. 75 w., diftant near four miles from the 
fouthernmoft of Pies iflands, muft be very dangerous in thick weather, 
efpecially as at high water during the fpring tides it 1s probably over- 
flown. The coaft we failed along this day is in moft parts very moun- 
tainous, and defcends rather quickly into the ocean, excepting in thofe 
places where it is’ broken into vallies, fome of which are extenfive, and 
gradually incline to the water fide. Thefe in fome inftances were itill 
buried in ice and fnow, within a few yards of the wafh of the fea; whilft 
here and there fome of the loftieft of the pine trees juft fhewed thenr 
heads thr ough this frigid furface. 


We could not avoid remarking, that the whole of this exterior coaft 


feemed to wear a much more wintry afpeét than the countries bordering 
on thofe more northern inland waters we had fo recently quitted. 

The fouthernmoft of Pies iflands in feveral points of view forms a very 
confpicuous peak, and although not remarkable for its great height, yet 
from its fingular appearance it is not eafily to be miftaken in this neigh- 
bourhood, as it defcends with great regularity from its fummit to the 
water’s edge; its fouth extremity by our obfervations, is fituated in lati- 
tude 59° 19’, longitude 210° 21’.. To the north-eaftward of this ifland 
the coaft ftill prefented a broken appearance, and our north-eaftern point 


of view in the evening exhibited a clufter of iflands and rocks, extending 


fome diftance from the main land; thefe we fuppofed were thofe named by 
Mr. Portlock Chifwell’s ifles, lying before port Andrews, that is to fay, 
Blying’s found, for which we continued our courfe until ten at night; when 
we hauled to the wind under an eafy fail, in order to keep our ftation for 
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continuing our examination of the coaft in the morning. The depth of 
water was 75 fathoms, about 5 miles from the fhore. The fine weather 
with which we had been indulged was of fhort duration, The wind by 
one in the morning had veered round to the eaft and n.£., and in a 
few hours reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails ; and finding in the fore- 
noon that the bow{fprit was dangeroufly fprung in a flanting direttion, 
from the cap nearly to the collar of the foreftay, we lay to about an 
hour for the purpofe of giving it fuch fecurities as our fituation per- 
mitted us to apply, and then again ftood to windward, under the courfes 
and clofe-reefed topfails. Notwithftanding that it rained very heavily, 
the gale continued to increafe, attended with a great fea from the eaft- 
ward, which reduced us to our forefail and ftorm ftayfails, until four in 
the afternoon, when the mainfail and clofe-reefed topfails were again 
fet. This prefs of fail I was induced to carry to prevent as much as 
poffible our falling to leeward during the gale, which on funday morn- 
ing moderated, but the rain continued. 

We now made fail, and ftood towards the land; the wind veered to 
the fouthward of eaft in the forenoon, which enabled us to fteer for the 
Chifwell ifles; and on the rain ceafing, in the afternoon, we got fight 
of them, bearing by compafs n.N.w.; but the wind returning again 
from the n.£., the night was pafled in srraking {hort trips, with the bese 
that the weather would prove more fonble to our wifhes; but in this 
we were difappointed, the wind continued to be unfettled between eaft 
and N.E., accompanied by mifty rainy weather, with fome {hort inter- 
vals of funfhine, which afforded an opportunity of afcertaining the la- 
titude to be 59°16, longitude 2911919. The hazinefs of the atmo- 
{phere to the northward prevented our feeing the coaft; in the after 
noon we paffed Chifwell’s ifles, and found the center of the fouthernmoft 
group to be in latitude 59° 31’, longitude 211° 10’; from this the eaft- 
ernmoft, which is a fingle detached reiki lies N. 54 £., about a league 
diftant ; and the northernmoft, which the hazy weather permitted our 
{eeing, having feveral lefs iflets and rocks about it, lies Nn. 15 £., five 
miles diftant. Thefe were all we faw of the Chifwell ifles, which are a 
group of naked rugged rocks, feemingly deftitute of foil and any kind 
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of vegetation. The badnefs of the weather precluded our afcertaining 
their diftance from the fhores of the peninfula, and prevented my carry- 
ing into execution the defign I had meditated of vifiting the Ruffian 
eftablifhment, {tated to be in the vicinity of this part of the coaft; which 
continuing to be obfcured by a very denfe haze or fog, would have re+ 
quired far more authentic and accurate documents than were in our pof- 
feflion, to dire€t us with fafety to that ftation, and would have occu- 
pied more time than I was now willing to devote to this purpofe. 

As the fhip had been fubje€t to very great motion, in confequence 
of the heavy fea that had attended the laft gale, without complaining 
in any refpeét, I concluded that fhe had not fuftained any material da- 
mage in her bottom, and therefore I determined to make the beft of 
our way to Prince William’s found. The wind continuing to blow from 
nearly the dire€tion we wilhed to fteer, we plied to windward, but only 
increafed our diftance from the point we wifhed to gain, until the even- 
ing of the goth; when, with a light foutherly breeze, our courfe was 
direéted for the fouth part of Montagu ifland, which was feen.on wednef- 
day morning; but the rain and thick weather prevented any diftin& view © 
of it until the forenoon, when the atmofphere becoming clear we were 
enabled to procure the neceflary obfervations for fhewing the latitude at 
noon to be 59° 38’, longitude 212° 522’. The fouthernmoft land in fight 
at that time bore by compafs s. 88 w., the fouth point of Montagu 
ifland n. 64 w., diftant ten miles; hence that point appears to be fitua- 
ted in latitude 59° 46’, longitude 212° 41’; the northernmoft part of 
Montagu ifland in fight, apparently a low projecting point, covered, with 
wood, N.1 w., diftant feventeen miles; and the outermoft of a clufter 
of fix rocky iflets {tretching from it, N.7 £. ‘Thefe ilets were not feen 
by Captain Cook, nor do they appear to have been noticed by thofe 


who have followed that able and indefatigable navigator in this hemi- 


{phere. Thefe iflets feemed to be chiefly compofed of fteep cliffs near- 
ly level on their tops, and may ferve.as a direétion in thick or gloomy 
weather to the fouth point of Montagu ifland, lying from it, according 


to our eftimation, about N. 62£., diftant feventeen miles, They are 
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tolerably well wooded, and are not liable to be miftaken, particularly 
for the Chifwell ifles, becaufe thofe appear to be intirely barren. 

My intention was to have paffed along the fouth-eaft fide of Montagu 
ifland, but the wind veering again to the eaftward, and the weather -be- 
ing again overcaft, we bore up, and in the evening we anchored within 
the fouth point of this ifland, in 21 fathoms water. Its fhores bore by 
compafs from s.30 £. to N.11 £.; the former at the diftance of three 
miles, and its neareft fhore s.53 £., one mile diftant ; the iflands form- 
ing the weft fide of this channel into Prince William’s found from n.12 w. 
to s. 89 w., and the fouthernmoft part of the main land in fight s.6gw. 
During the night we had a light breeze from the land, with fome rain, 
and a very heavy fwell that rolled round the fouth point of Montagu 
ifland, up the channel, giving us reafon to fuppofe that in all probabi- 
lity we had efcaped a boifterous and very unpleafant gale from the eaft- 
ward, having been fcreened, by the lofty mountains that compofe the 
ifland, from the violence of its fury. The fame weather continued, with 
a breeze from the Nn. E£., and a ftream that we confidered to be the ebb 


tide fetting to the eaftward, until ten on thurfday forenoon, when on Thurfday2e, 


the current taking an oppofite line of direction we weighed, but were 
fo little affifted by the tide that we proceeded very flowly.. 

Whilft we were at anchor we were vifited by four of the natives, in 
two {mall {kin canoes, one of whom was an elderly man, who feemed 
to know we were from England, as he frequently made ufe of the words 
« Englifh, Portlock, and Nootka ;” by the two former there could be 
no doubt of his meaning, and by the latter we fuppofed he meant the 
veffel in which Mr. Meares paffed a winter in this found. | Thefe peo- 
ple brought nothing to difpofe of, nor could any intreaty prevail on 
them to venture on board, though they readily accepted {uch trivial 
prefents as were made to them, exprefling their thankfulnefs in the 
Ruffian language, and giving us to underftand, that there were fome 
people of that nation refiding up the found. 

In the afternoon the wind blew frefh from the N.«£., and towards 
evening increafed to a hard gale, attended with heavy fqualls and fhowers 
of rain. In one of thefe fqualls the head of the bowfprit broke fhort off; 
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but as we flill continued to make fome progrefs by turning to windward, 
I was willing to keep under weigh as long as the day-light lafted, efpe- 
cially as we found tolerably good foundings on the Montagu ifland fide of 
the channel, to the north of a point which I have called Point Bazi1, 
in latitude 60° 1’; but fouth of that point towards the anchorage we had 
quitted, no bottom could be reached with 60 to 80 fathoms of line, within 
a mile of the fhore« Having it thus in our power to anchor when and, 
where we pleafed under a weather fhore, we remained under fail until about 
ten o'clock, whena fudden flurry of wind, through a vein occupying [carcely 
a greater {pace in width than the length of the fhip, vented its whole fury 
upon us with fuch immenfe violence, that although.the topfails were 
down before it was at its height, we expeéted all the mafts would have 
gone over the fide; but fortunately we efcaped with the lofs of the fore- 


yard only, and the fplitting of moft of our fails then fet; and being at - 


this time not far from the fhore of Montagu ifland, we anchored in 15 


fathoms water, ftruck the topgallant-mafts, and replaced our damaged 


fails. During the night the wind blew very hard from the £.N. £., at- 
tended with fqualls, hail, and rain; but inthe morning of the 29d, the 
weather in fome meafure becoming more moderate, Lieutenant Swaine 
with the carpenters and a party of men were fent on fhore in queft of a 
fpar for a fore-yard, which was procured almoft as foon as they had 
janded; this they had my direétions only to rough {quare in fuch a way 
as to allow of its being ufed for the prefent to carry us to Chalmer’s har- 
bour, where I purpofed the fhip fhould remain, whilft the boats were 
employed in exploring the navigable extent of this opening. And as Mr. 
Portlock found the rife and fall of the tide in that harbour fufficient for 
laying the veffels under his direétions aground, I was in hopes of being 
enabled alfo to examine the Difcovery’s bottom there; and although we 
had no reafon to be apprehenfive that fhe had fuftained any material da- 
mage by the feveral accidents of getting on fhore, yet fuch an exami- 
nation, when a convenient opportunity might offer that did not interfere 


with the other operations of the voyage, could not fail being very de-- 


firable and fatisfattory. of 
The 
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The carpenters having done every thing then needful to the fore-vard, 
it was got off and rigged; and in the forenoon of the following day, the 
gale being fucceeded by a light breeze from the north, though {full at- 
tended with rain, we weighed and plied to windward, but made little 
progrefs. The wind died away about nine in the evening, when we an- 
chored for the night in 20 fathoms water, foft bottom. On funday 
morning a light breeze fprang up from the N.N.£., nearly in the direc- 
tion of our courfe to Chalmer’s harbour; with this we plied, and about 
fix in the evening reached our'deftined port. Our progrefs had been 
materially retarded by the unfteadinefs of the wind, and by two fhoals, 
fituated nearly in mid-channel, between the fouth point of the harbour, 
and a rugged rock that lies about a mile from the eaft fide of the largeft 
of Green iflands. We fuddenly came upon the moft fouthern of thefe 
fhoals, in a depth from ig to 6 fathoms, without there being any weeds, 
or other indications of fhallow water; but on the other, which fhoaled 


equally quick, was a {mall patch of weeds growing in 3 fathoms water, . 


with 5 and 7 fathoms clofe around it. Each of thefe appeared to occupy 
no greater extent than the fhip’s length in any dire€tion; between thefe 
fhoals and the Green iflands we found a channel, in which we turned to 
windward until we could fail into the harbour. The Chatham did the 
fame between them and Montagu ifland, without noticing thefe fhoals; 
and had we purfued the fame route, they would in all probability have 
ftill remained undifcovered. As we approached the entrance of the 
harbour, a {trong tide or current fat us fo faft to the fouthward, that we 
had nearly been driven paft the entrance; and although the tide was now 
rifing, this ftream had not the leaft percepttble indraft into the harbour, 
nor did its influence feem to extend within what we called the Souru Pas- 
~sAGE Rock, lying from the north point of the harbour welt, fomething 
more than a mile diftant; and from a fmall woody iflet, lying before the 
entrance of the harbour, N.15 w., about three quarters of a mile. We 
paffed on the north fide of this rock, and to the north of us was another, 
that obtained the name of Nortu Passace Rock, lying in a direc- 
tion from the north point of the harbour, n. 26 w., diftant 2 miles, 


and w.s.w., three quarters of a mile from the fouth point of what Mr. 
Portlock 
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Portlock calls Stockdale’s harbour. Thefe rocks are ftated to have been 
feen by Mr. Portlock in his journal, but no notice is taken of them in 


his {ketch of this part of Montagu ifland; yet they required to be parti- 


cularly pointed out, fince they are not always vifible, but are covered 
at high tide, with fcarcely any weeds or other indications of their ex- 
iftence. Towards the upper part of the harbour we took a convenient 
{ftation, and when moored, the north point of the harbour bore by com- 
pafs s.58 w.; the woody iflet s. 45 w.; a detached-rock s. 38 w.; the 
fouth-weft point of the harbour s. 36 w.; and the watering place at the 


diftance of about half a cable’s length n.85 w. The weather through- 


out the day having been ferene and pleafant, afforded a good opportu- 
nity for drying all the fails, which were unbent and {towed away. 

On monday morning the fore-yard was fent on fhore to be properly 
finifhed, the empty cafks to be filled with water, and whilft the other 
parts of the fhip’s company were employed in unrigging the broken 
bowfprit, and in various other repairs about the veflel, the crews of the 
boats were preparing for a furveying expedition. 


Two boat parties were equipped; one under the direftions of Mr. 


Whidbey, the other of Mr. Johniftone; the former, with the yawl and 
large cutter provided for a fortnight, received my inftruétions to pro- { 
ceed to the fouth-weft point of entrance into the found, and there to 
commence the examination of the weftern fhore of this inlet as far as 
poffible, and thence round to the fouth poimt of Snug-corner cove; 
where I purpofed that Mr. Johnftone, with the Chatham’s and our fmaller 
cutter, fhould begin the furvey of its fhores fouthward, as alfo the exte- 
rior coaft to cape Suckling ; on which fervices they refpettively depart- 
ed early the following morning. : 

The weather, now ferene and pleafant, was favorable'to thefe excur- 
fions, and to our feveral employments, among{t which we attempted 
to take fome fifh with the feine, but without fuccefs. The fhores did 
not afford any convenient fituation for ereéting the obfervatory ; this 
gave me concern, as I much wifhed to have had the inftruments on 
fhore, although I had not any doubt of obtaining all the neceffary ob- 
fervations we required by the means I otherways poffefled. The next 
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day the weather became gloomy and overcaft in all direGtions ; the fore- 
yard being finifhed was brought on board in the evening and rigged, 
and on the following morning the broken bowfprit was taken out, and 
found to be exceffively rotten, and defeétive from end to end. Whilft 
the carpenters were engaged on fhore with the fore-yard, they had found 
a {par, or rather a tree, that promifed fair to replace the bow/prit, 
but the lowering weather, which towards noon produced a very {trong 
gale from the ©.N,£., attended with violent {qualls and a heavy rain, 
put a ftop to all our operations on fhore for this day and until friday 
evening, when the wind moderated, and the rain which had defcended 
in torrents abated. In the courfe of the night it became calm, and 
we had hopes that a favorable alteration had taken place, but in this we 
were difappointed, for about five in the morning the wind refumed its 
eafterly direétion with increafed violence. The ftream cable gave way, 
and broke near the anchor, and on examination it was found to be 
ftranded in three different places. By this accident we were obliged to 
remain unmoored during the ftorm, and at low water the fhip took the 
ground for a fhort fpace of time, but on the returning flood tide fhe 
foon floated again. This very unpleafant weather, which occafioned no 
{mall degree of anxiety for the welfare of our parties in the boats, con- 
tinued moft of the following day, but in the morning of monday the 
weather became more tranquil, the fhip was remoored, the ftream an- 
chor recovered, and our feveral neceflary concerns were again in a train 
of execution. We were a little furprized in the forenoon by the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Whidbey’s party returning to the fhip, being appre- 
henfive that fome untoward accident had befallen them, as it was not 
probable that they could already have accomplifhed the fervice they 
had been fent to perform. Their return proved to have been occafioned 
by one of the feamen having received an injury which had difabled him ; 
and as the very boifterous weather they had encountered rendered the 
progrefs of their furvey very flow, this opportunity was embraced of 
recruiting their {tores and provifions to a fortnight’s fupply, with which 
in the afternoon the party proceeded again. 
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The weather was again cloudy on tuefday, with fome light rain. In 


ts~—/ the evening I had the mortification to underftand, that juft as the car- 


at day 3. 


Wednel, 4. 


Thurlday 5. 


penters employed on the bowfprit were about leaving off work, they 
had found it rotten nearly in the middle, fo that their time and labour 
had been applied to no effef&t. There was, however, another tree in 
the neighbourhood likely to anfwer our purpofe, though it was confide- 
rably larger than was neceflary, and confequently would require more 
labour and time than was altogether convenient; as two of our beft car- 
penters were now much indifpofed, owing, I believed, to their having 
been too much expofed during the late inclement weather, whilft in the 
execution of their duty. 

The next day, being the anniverfary of His Majefty’s nativity, no 
work was done, excepting that of hauling the feine,. in the hope of pro- 
curing fome fifh for the people’s dinner. In this we were again difap- 
pointed; as good a dinner was however ferved as the fhip’s provifions 
afforded, and a double allowance of grog, with which the day was 
cheerfully celebrated. 

Early in the morning of the th we were again bufily employed, and 
in the forenoon, for the firft time fince our arrival here, we were vifited 
by fome ftrangers who landed from their canoes, at the brewing tent; 
and as they did not feem to fhew any difpofition for vifiting the veflels, 
{ paid my compliments to them on fhore, and found that their party 
confifted of eight Indians anda Ruffian. I took fome pains to invite 
the latter on board, and requefted he would in the mean time fend the 
Indians to procure us fome fifh, for which they fhould be handfomely 
rewarded. My invitation he pofitively declined, and faid, by way of 
excufing himfelf, that he would go and fifh for us; on this the canoes 
were launched, and the whole party fat off. 

The wind was now light, in the fouth-weft quarter, but the weather 
{till continued to be unfettled, with fome fhowers of rain. In the even- 
ing two of the canoes, with four of the Indian vifitors, returned, but 
the Ruffian was not of the party, nor did thefe bring any fifh or other 
article for fale. I made them fome prefents that feemed to give them 
much pleafure, and I then endeavoured to make them underftand; that I 
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had an abundance of fuch things, which I would. gladly exchange with 
them for fifh, wild fowl, &c. As ithad plainly appeared by the behaviour 
of the Ruffian, that he was under confiderable apprehenfion for his per- 
fonal fafety in the idea of vifiting the fhip, I fent him, by thefe Indians, 
fome bread, beef, pork, and rum, in hopes that fuch friendly teftimonies 
would diffipate his fears, and give him fuch confidence in our pacific dif- 
pofition as to encourage him to pay us another vifit. 

The atmofphere prefented a ferene and pleafant afpe&; with every 
appearance on friday morning of fettled fummer weather. This enabled 
us to procure fome good lunar diftances, and to add other aftronomical 


obfervations to thofe we had already made for afcertaimmg the rate of 


the chronometers. I did not now much regret that a proper place had 
not been found on fhore for the reception of the obfervatory, as the in- 
clemency of the weather hitherto would have rendered it an ufelefs object 
of our attention, and the inftruments might have received fome damage 
had they been landed. 

The four Indians again returned, and’ brought with gk two wild 
geefe and two divers as a prefent from the Ruffian, who, if we under- 
ftood the meffengers correétly, was full afraid to venture amongft us ; 
though he was evidently.defirous of being benefited by fuch things as 
we had to give away; for the Indians appeared to have been inftructed 
by him to afk for feveral articles, that we knew would be highly accept- 
able to him. Thefe accordingly were intrufted to their charge, toge- 
ther with a repetition’of the ftrongeft affurances of our friendfhip, and 
of our defire: of feeing him on board. With this the Ruffian complied 
the next day, and we were informed by him, that the Indians had faith- 
fully difcharged their commiffion. Two. other Ruffians had joined his 
party, and the three paid us an early vifit; but came empty handed, 
which I did not altogether-expeét, as thofe who had vifited us off point 
Bede {crupuloufly performed their promife, by bringing us an ample 
fupply of fifh. | He who had been fo unwilling to vifit the fhip we 
now found was named Ammus Niconnervitch Ballufian.. This perfon 
appeared to\ have more acquaintance with geography and fea charts 
than the reft of his companions. He feemed alfo in other refpects to 
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be an intelligent man, and foon comprehended the obje&t of our vifit | 
and inquiries in this part of the world, and that I much wifhed to fee 
a Ruffian chart of their modern difcoveries in this ocean. This wifh he 
{aid could be eafily gratified as he had fuch a chart at port Etches, which 
had been recently conftruéted, and fent from Kamtfchatka; this he 
very civilly offered to fetch, and after taking fome refrefhment he des 
parted for this purpofe, leaving his companions behind. 

A continuation of the fair weather greatly promoted all our opera- 
tions, and amongtft others afforded us an opportunity of airing and fifting ' 
the little gunpowder we had now remaining. 

On funday the wind blew frefh from the northward, with bright 
glaring weather. In the forenoon Mr. Johniftone and his party return- 
ed, after having completed the examination of all that had fallen with- 
in the limits of his dire€tions, on the infide of the found; but the ex- 
tremely bad weather had fo retarded the progrefs of the party, that they 
had been prevented from carrying into execution the propofed furvey 
along the exterior coaft, without obtaining a further fupply of provifions, 
having been abfent three days longer than the period for which they had 
been provided. The following is the manner in which they had been 
employed during their abfence from the fhip. . 

On the evening of the day they departed, they reached the north-weft 
point of a fmall ifland, fituated about two miles to the fouth-weft of the 
fouth point of Snug-corner cove. Here Mr. Johnftone was to com- 
mence his furvey; but not having a fketch of that part of the found 
with him, nor recolleéting any ifland fo fituated, he was at a lofs to 
determine, whether a point lying N. 49 E. about half a league diftant, 
or a point at the diftance of two leagues in a north dire€tion, was the 
point from which he was to take his departure ; but as an extenfive open- 
ing led to the north-eaftward between thefe points, in order to avoid the 
chance of its efeaping unexamined by himfelf or Mr. Whidbey, Mr. 
Johnftone rowed over to the latter, where the party refted for the night ; 
which was extremely gloomy and attended with fome rain. . 

At four o’clock in the morning of the 28th of may their furvey com- 
menced from the land on which they had refted; this proved to be 
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an ifland, and it received the name of Biicu’s Istanp. They now 
fteered for a point lying from its fouth point N. 30 £., diftant four 
miles and an half. This pomt Mr. Johnftone fuppofed, as it was after- 
wards proved, to be on the continent; between it and Bligh’s ifland 
were fome {mall iflets and rocks. From this point, fituated in latitude 
Go’ 50’, longitude 213° 51’, forming the weft point of a {mall bay about 
two miles deep, in a N.N.E. direétion, in which there are two fmall ilets 
and a cove near its eaft point, lying from the weft point s. 80 5. two 


miles diftant, they continued along the larboard or northern fhore of the ° 


opening noticed the preceding evening as extending to the north-eaft- 
ward. This was found to wind in that direction about 54 leagues, and 
then to terminate in a dire€tion s. 65 E., 24 leagues further, in latitude 
60°55’, longitude 214° 35’; its width in general being upwards of two 
miles. Towards its upper part were fome iflands, and had the wea- 
ther been fair inftead of extremely gloomy and rainy, the adjacent 
country would probably have afforded a very pleafant profpeét, as the 
fhores were in general low,. and bounded by a pebbly beach, from 
whence the ground rofe with a gradual afcent, was free from ’fnow, and 
had a verdant appearance ; it was pleafingly diverfified with trees, chiefly 
of the alder kind, which grew with confiderable luxuriance. Thefe oc- 
" cupied extenfive plains along the borders of the fea, beyond which rofe 
a chain of lofty mountains buried in perpetual froft and fnow. Their 
refearches in this arm engaged moft of the day, and the next morning 
they returned along its fouthern fhore. 

This {pacious inlet, and particularly its north-eaftern part, had been 
vifited by Sen" Fidalgo in the year 1790, for the purpofe of inquiring 
into the nature, extent, and fituation of the Ruffian eftablifhments in 
thefe regions. This gentleman paid much attention to geographical ob- 
jets, and gave names to feveral places. His inquiry having been made 
prior to our furvey, I have continued the names fo given; but as his own 
does not appear amongft the number, I have, in order that his labours 
may be commemorated, diftinguifhed this branch by the name of Port 
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1794¢ The weather became extremely unpleafant as the day advanced, and 
at, a very hard gale of wind blew from the eaftward, attended with heavy 
rain. About noon Snug-corner cove was réached, and there were great 
inducements to have fought the .fhelter it afforded from the then inele- 
ment weather; but Mr. Johnftone, anxious to profecute his furvey, and 
trufting that fome other fecure retreat would be met with before night, 
purfued his route between the fouth point of the cove and the ifland ly- 
ing off it, ina paflage about a mile wide, {cattered over with many rocks. 
The eafterly gale continued increafing, and as they pafled to the fouth 
of this land they met a moft heavy fea in that direétion. Againft this 
they laboured, with great fatigue and little effeét, until the evening, 
when the violence of the ftorm obliged them to retire to the ifland juft 
mentioned, where they hauled the boats on fhore to preferve them from 
the wind and fea, to which they were greatly expofed from their fituation 
before the beach. ) 
..'The party had not been landed long before they were accofted from 
the woods by the’ words, \“lawlee, lawlee,” fignifying friendfhip ; and 
four Indians foon appeared uttering the fame words, with their arms 
extended, and making ule of every fign and gefture to announce their 
pacific difpofition; which being returned, with the addition of fome 
trivial prefents from the party, friendfhip and a good underftand- 
ing was eftablifhed on both fides. The Indians’ canoe had been juft 
hauled up within the fkirts of the woods, but it appeared that their refi- 
dence was to the north-weft, and that the violence of the ftorm had 
obliged them to feek this place for fhelter; which fortunately afforded 
a comfortable fituation for the tents of our fatigued party, who now 
{tood in need of fome reft and refrefhment, having had neither through- 
out the day. Here they remained during the night, in the expectation 
ihat the ftorm having been fo violent would be of fhort duration ; but 
inftead of abating it increafed with incredible fury, and was. attended. 
with heavy torrents of rain. ‘The Indians, however, had ftolen away 
unnoticed; this led to an examination into the caufe of their abrupt de- 
parture; and it was foon difcovered, that an axe that had been ufed the 
preceding evening was mifling, and which could not have been purloin- 
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ed without the inexcufeable negligence of thofe who were upon watch; 
a fault not eafily to be overlooked in fuch fituations, and which was 
properly noticed by Mr. Johnftone, who took fuch meafures as produced 
a very different condu&, in the perfons who had been thus inattentive to 
their duty, during the remainder of his excurfion. 

In the morning of the gift the wind and fea had greatly fubfided, 
but the rain ftill continued to be very heavy ; this however did not pre- 
vent the party from proceeding to the examination of the continental 
fhore, which, from the weft point of Snug-corner cove, fituated ac- 
cording to our obfervations in latitude 60° 45’, longitude 213° 48’, takes 
fir a direftion s.i7 £. four miles, and then eaft about five miles fur- 
ther; where, with great difficulty and much hard labour, they arrived 
late in tlfe afternoon. In confequence of the wind blowing again with 

extreme violence from the eaftward, the fea broke heavily upon the fhore, 
“and it was not without much difficulty that they effeéted a landing on a 
fmall fhingly beach, between two projecting rocks, where they again 
hauled up their boats on the fhore. * 

During the night Mr. Johnftone remarked that this ftorm blew with 
equal, if not greater, fury than he had ever before experienced, and 
the fucceeding day was not much lefs tempeftuous; but on the ed of 
jane the wind in a great degree abated, though the rain ftill continued 
with heavy and gloomy weather. Their furvey was refumed along the 
continental fhore, which took a direction nearly parallel to port Fidalgo; 
reducing the intervening land to a narrow {trip not more than three or 
four miles acrofs. As the day advanced the weather became ferene and 
pleafant, and they were enabled to afcertain the latitude, on a point in the 
dire€tion N.72£. eight or nine miles from the point on which they 
had paffed the laft ftorm, to be 60°45’; having now palfed fome diftance 
up another branch of the found, named by Sen* Fidalgo, Puerto Gra- 
vina. Its north-weft fhore continued about four miles further in the fame 
line of direttion, and afforded fome {mall coves, with rocks.and rocky 
iflets lying off it. It then fuddenly trended tothe n.n.z. for about four 
miles and an half, where port Gravina terminated, and from whence they 
returned along its eaft and fouthern fhores, which are encumbered with 
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iflets and rocks. Early in the evening they reached the fouth-eaft point 
of this branch in latitude 60° 41’, longitude 214° 114’, to the fouth-weft 
of which lies an ifland and alfo fome rocks. Here the party refted for 
the night, and took the advantage of the finenefs of the evening to 
dry their clothes and put their arms in order. In the morning of the 
gd they proceeded along the continental fhore, which, from the place 
where they had laft refted, took a direftion s. 30£., two miles, and 
then ftretched nearly eaft thirteen miles further. Within thefe limits are 
a bay, and a fmall branch, in which are feveral rocks and rocky iflets; 
the fhores are in general low, ending in pebbly beaches, where fhoal 
water extends fome diftance, and renders landing at low tide very un- 
pleafant. 

The fhores which they had juft traverfed from port Gravina formed the 
northern fide of an arm from four to fix miles wide; but having reached 
the above extent, its width decreafed to lefs than two miles, where it 
took a N.N.E. dire€tion for fix miles, and then terminated with a fhallow 
flat at the head, in latitude 60° 44’, longitude 214° 45’. This diftance 
was not accomplifhed until breakfaft time on the 4th, nor had the party 
been able to fee much about them in their paffage up this arm, owing to 
the dark, gloomy, and rainy weather that had prevailed. The fhores on 
either fide were more fteep and rocky than in the other arms they had 
examined on this excurfion, but the low ground at its head extended to 
a greater diftance before it reached the bafe of the mountains; thefe were 
ereatly elevated, rofe rather abruptly, and were covered with perpetual 
fnow. The produétions of the lower country were obferved to be fimilar 
to thofe that have been fo repeatedly mentioned to the north-weftward 
of New Georgia. On their landing an old bear was difcovered nearly at 
the top of a pine tree, with two cubs; the former immediately defcended 
and made its ef[cape, but the young ones were fhot, and afforded them 
an excellent dinner. The party however had fared tolerably well on this 
expedition, having {hot many wild fowl; and on moft of the rocks where 
they had landed, eggs had been procured in great abundance. As they 
returned, a channel or opening was found to the eaftward of that by 
which they had advanced; this was purfued in a direétion s. 25 w., un- 
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der the impreffion that the intermediate land, forming the fouthern fide 
of the other arm, was an ifland; and that, from the line which the conti- 
nental fhore then took, it would lead to a paflage which, on Mr. John- 
ftone’s former vifit to this found in the Prince of Wales of London, had 
been difcovered to feparate cape Hinchinbrook from the main land by a 
channel, which, although only navigable for boats, was fufficient to .an- 
fwer all our purpofes in tracing the limits of the continental boundary. 
This having always been a primary confideration with us, Mr. Johnitone 
entertained hopes of being able to profecute his furvey to the fulleft ex- 
tent I had pointed out, to which he was greatly encouraged by the favo- 
rable change the weather had _affumed by the advanced ftate of the fea- 
fon, and by the long continuance of the very boifterous weather with 
which they had fo recently contended. But before they had advanced a 
league, after pafling fome iflets that lie in the channel, their flattering 
profpeét vanifhed, the atmofphere refumed its threatening afpeét, and 
by noon the eafterly wind, attended by a heavy rain, burft fuddenly upon 
them, and blew very violently; yet, under the cover of the eaftern fhore, 
they continued their route. Here they met twenty Indians in twelve fmall 
fkin canoes, a few of whom only vifited the boats; the others, who were 
bufily employed in fifhing, did not vifit our party, and thofe who did, 
though they behaved in a very civil and orderly manner, were very un- 
willing to part with any fifh ; a fingle halibut being all that could be 
obtained. 

Having returned in the above dire&tion from the head of the arm about 
eight miles, the party landed on an iflet lying clofe to the eaftern fhore, 
where they faw land appearing like two fmall iflands, and feeming to be 
fituated at the fouth-weft entrance of the channel they were then pur- 
fuing; but between the ftation they had taken and thofe iflands, (it being 
low tide) a dry fand feemed to extend from fide to fide of the paflage. 

Not doubting that their furvey had hitherto been along the continental 
fhore, Mr. Johnftone was unwilling to abandon his object, without more 
pofitive conviction of the paflage before them being clofed and impaf- 
fable. For this purpofe they fteered over to the weftern or oppofite 


fhore, and on approaching within about half a mile of it, (the fhores be- 
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ing about half a league afunder) the depth of water fuddenly increafed 
to 3, 5, and 1o fathoms; thefe foundings were regular, clofe to the 
weftérn, or ifland fide, andin a navigable channel lying:s.'60 w., about 
half a mile in width; the fhoal bank from the eaftern or continental fhore 
terminating there.. This fat was afcertained by one of the boats, whilft 
Mr. Johnftone in the other kept along the edge of the fhoal bank until he 
reached the eafternmoft of the two iflands, which from the iflet they had 
quitted is about g miles diftant, and lies in a s.54 w. direction. To this 
place they had been conduéted by two Ruffians, with whom they had met 
in their way; and on landing were received by eight others with every 
expreflion of pleafure, indicative of their friendly and hofpitable incli- 
nations, though their poverty feemed to preclude the exercife of their 
good intentions. Their refidence at this ifland appeared to be of a 
temporary nature, fince the only fhelter they had was under-a large fkin » 
boat, refting with one of its gunwales on the ground, whilft the other 
was propped up by fticks at a fufficient height to admit their creeping 
under it. In this fituation did thefe ten Ruffians abide, clofe in the vic 
nage of a large village, containing not lefs than two hundred Indians; 
a party by much too numerous for our people to have ventured taking 
up their night’s abode fo near, had it not been for the confidence which 

the Rufflans repofed in them, and which proved not to be il placed. 
Whilft our party was preparing for their night’s refi, the twelve canoes 
which were feen in the morning arrived, and delivered to the Ruffians the 
produce of their day’s labour, confifting of about two dozen halibut, fome 
{mall fifh, and one very fine falmon. The Ruffians immediately prefented, 
the falmon to Mr. Johnftone, and defired that his people would take fuch 
of the halibut and {mall fifh as they had occafion for; thefe very friendly 
offers were thankfully accepted, and they afforded the party a moft excel- 
lent repaft, in which they were joined by their Ruffian friends. As the 
party were about to retire to reft, two large {kin canoes arrived, and 
paddled leifurely backwards and forwards in front of the village, finging a 
fong in flow time, which was-aceompanied by actions fimilar to thofe 
prattifed by moft of the North Weft American Indians on their vifiting 
{trangers, 
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ftrangers. This party confifted of about twenty in each canoe, which 
circumftance at that time of night Mr. Johnftone confidered as by no 
means pleafant, and induced him to inquire which was the officer, or who 
was the principal perfon, of the Ruffian party ; but he found there was 
no fuch perfon amongft them, they being all either matroffes or com- 
mon failors, fent from their fettlement at Noocheek, that is to fay, port 
Etches, for the purpofe of colleéting furs. 

The new comers, although making a very confiderable addition to 
the Indian party, produced no alteration in the condu& of the Ruf. 
fians ; this was very fatisfattory to Mr. Johnftone, and the {ufpicions 
that had before been entertained intirely fubfided. One of thefe Indi. 
ans, who appeared to be a chief, delivered to the Ruffians a paper fold. 
ed up in the form of a letter, with ten fkins, nine of which appeared to 
be beaver and one a fea otter {kin. 

Although a want of knowledge in the Ruffian language neceffarily ren- 
dered moft of their inquiries inconclufive, yet they clearly underftood that 
the ftrangers had come immediately from Groofgincloofe, or Cook’s in- 
let, and that they, with their canoes, had croffed the tfthmus overland that 
Separates this found from Turnagain arm; but whether thefe Indians 
were the natives of this or that branch of the ocean could not be afcer- 
tained. , | 

The night was boifterous from the s.£., with very heavy rain. In 
the morning of the 5th the weather was more moderate, but unfortu- 
nately the grapnel of one of the boats being foul at the bottom, the 
boat grounded whilft they were endeavouring to weigh it; and it being ebb 
tide they could not pafs over the fhoal, fo that fhe was under the neceffity 
of remaining there until the returning flood. As their fituation was now be- 
fore the channel leading in an eafterly dire€tion to the ocean, Mr. John- 
ftone proceeded with the other boat, in order to gain fuch information as 
might tend to facilitate their progrefs on the next tide; and having ad- 
vanced as far as the fhoal and the falling tide would permit, he ob- 
ferved, that between the point to which they had traced the continental 
fhore, fituated in latitude 60° 262’, longitude 214° 29, (and which, after 
Captain Witfhed, of the navy, obtained the name of Point Wirsurb) 
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and-Hinchinbrook ifland, the fpace was occupied by, a low unint :rrupted 
barren fand as far as the eye could .reach, being the continuation of the 
{hoal bank that they had traced ever fince quitting the iflet on the preceding 
afternoon. This bank feemed to be ampaflable, but as_thefe .obferva- 
tions were-made at low water, a few feet only above the furface of an 


2 


extenfive and nearly level tract of fands, Mr.. Johnftone thought. it — 


not improbable that a channel for the boats might be found winding 
through it into the ocean. He was, confirmed in this opinion by the 
reer on his: return to the ifland; where, finding the other boat in 
readinefs to depart, they took leave of their Ruffian friends, with many 
thankful expreffions for the kindneffes they had beftowed. Thefe Mr. 
Johnftone. endeavoured to requite by a few trifling articles of ‘traffic, 
which he conceived might be acceptable, and which were received veh 
great pleafure by the Ruffians. 

The wind ftill blew very {trong aa the s.£., attended aaa thick 
rainy weather, but the hopes of being yet able to profecute their re- 
fearches along the continental fhore to the eaftward, induced them. to 
continue in that purfuit towards the north-eaft, point of Hinchinbrook 
ifland (which obtained the name of Point Bentincx) as the moft 
probable means for finding the, expefted boat paflage; but on thei 
reaching that point Mr. Johnftone perceived, as he had done in the 
morning, the continuation of the fand-bank, connecting the land) he 
was then upon with the continent; with the only difference of its being 
partly dry, the tide not being quite fo low as before. To the eaftward 
the ocean feemed to be very tempeftuous, and the {pace between point 
Bentinck and point Witfhed was occupied by a tremendous furf that ren- 
dered any paflage at that, time impracticable, though in more favorable 
weather it might probably be effected. 

The party had now been abfent ten days from the fhip, which was 
the period for which they had been fupplied, and as:the only means of 
carrying on the furvey of the exterior coaft was round by cape Hinch- 
mbrook, a navigation far too extenfive for them to attempt with the 
remaining ftock of their provifions, and expofed to the ocean on-an in- 
tirely open coaft, they were obliged, though with great relu€ance, to 
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abandon that obje&t, and dire&t their way towards home. In doing this 
they paffed along the fhores of Hinchinbrook ifland, nearly in a weft 
dire&tion, ftilk doubtful whether the land, forming the north-weftern 
fide of the channel they had thus purfued, was an ifland, or only a penin- 
fula. Shouldshowever the former conjecture prove correét, their paflage 
to the veflels would be fhortened many leagues ; and to afcertain this fat 
they rowed until near midnight, when, having advanced about eight 
miles from point Bentinck, their labours were rewarded by reaching the 
weftern fide of the expected paflage leading into the found, by a chan- 
nel about half a league wide and about two miles long, m which were 
fome iflets and rocks, with a fhoal lying before’ its northern’ entrance. 
The land in queftion was now proved to be an ifland ; from one to four 
miles wide, and about twenty miles long, in a north-eaft and fouth-wett. 
direGion. This ifland obtained the name’ of Hawxrns’s IsLanp. 
After refting a few hours, early in the morning of the 6th they again 
fat off, but their progrefs was flow in confequence of a {trong wefterly: 
wind, almoft as adverfe to their returning as the eafterly ftorms had 
been to their advancing, but with the alleviation of more pleafant wea- 
ther. They paffed along the north-weft part of Hinchinbrook ifland, 
which in a wefterly direction is formed into coves, and°{mall open bays';, 
in one of thefe they ftopped*to breakfaft. Here they found a crofs 
erefted, on which was infcribed, “ Carolus IV. Hifpan. Rex. An. 1790. 
« P' De® Salvador Fidalgo.” The north-weft extremity of this ifland was 
reached about noon, ‘when the latitude was’ obferved to. be 60° 30’, its. 
longitude 213° 54, about 74 miles nearly in a weft dire€tion from the 
paflage they had pafled through the preceding night. This was only 
the fecond obfervation that had been obtained for the latitude during 
this expedition, but this fortunately happened to be at a conf{picuous 
ftation, from whence they were able to correét the menfuration of the’ 
whole of their furvey, which otherwife muft have been liable to mate-. 
rial error from the very inclement weather they had experienced. ) 
From this point the fhores, which were indented into {mall coves, took 
a $.s.W. direétion, about eight miles to the north-welt point of entrance 
into port Etches; which Mr. Johnftone had my directions to vifitaf circum-/ 
a2 {tances 
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{tances would permit him fo to do, in the hope of his being able to acquire 
fome geographical information from the Ruffians eftablifhed in that place, 
whofe, habitation in. the morning of the 7th they found fituated in the 
north-weft part of that port. Here they were received by the principal 
perfon, Mr. Peter Colomenee,, with every, mark of polite cordiality that 
might have been, expected from, a perfon in his fituation, and mtrufted 
with the dire&tion of an extenfive commercial eftablilhment. Mr. Colo- 
mence inftantly conducted the party to the Ruffian refidence, which in 
moftt refpetts refembled that which I had vifited in Cook’s inlet, though 
on a fmaller feale... This however was better defended, as a galiot of 
about feventy tons. burthen’ was ‘hauled on fhore, placed ereét, and 
formed nearly one fide of the {quare, within which their houfes were 
built ; the whole of which it overlooked, and commanded the adjacent 
country, which is a low narrow peninfula, to.a confiderable. diftance 
round. On board this veffel fome Ruflians well armed conftantly re- 
fided, and on her decks fome fwivel and carriage guns were mounted ;) 
and three of the latter were alfo feen at the entrance of the large com~ 
mon dwelling-houfe. Here they were feated, to. breakfaft, confifting of 
boiled feals’ flefh, train oil; and a few boiled eggs, ferved up with a de- 
gree of, neatnefs correfpondent to the delicacy of the articles of which 
the repaft was compofed. The fkin and moft of the hair were ftill ad-: 
hering to the flefh of the feal, and the other articles not beimg very 
inviting to perfons accuftomed toa different diet, Mr. Johnftone begged 
leave to add their, portion of chocolate, beef and bread, to the:breakfatt,, 
which was readily admitted, and, to which their Ruffian hoft did ample 


jultice. 


Mr. Johnftone obferved, that there were only a few Indians in the 
neighbourhood of this fettlement, but is of opinion that they have a) 
confiderable village at the head of the port. The Ruffians were faid to 
amount to an hundred, who, with thofle eftablifhed in the upper parts. 
of Cook’s inlet, under Mr. Zikoff, were in the intereft of one particu-. 
lar company of merchants, diftinét. from thofe under the direétion .of 
Mr. Berrenoft, who they now underftood refided chiefly at the. Kodiak ;. 
that his party extended their traffic principally along the exterior ceak 
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of the peninfula, towards Montagu ifland; that the accounts of the efta- 
blifhment under the authority of Mr. Berrenoff in Blying found were 
correét ; and that the. Englifhman’s name who was employed there in 
building a fhip, was Shields. 

From the refult of Mr. Johnftone’s inquiries, it did not appear’ that 
the Ruflians had formed any eftablifhment to the eaftward of this ftation, 
but that their boats make excurfions along the exterior coaft as far as 
cape Suckling, and their galiots much further. In one of thefe expedi- 
tions a ferious difpute had lately arifen with the natives of Admiralty bay; 
but the particulars could not be learned. On Mr. Johnftone’s inquiring 
for the chart of the Ruffian difcoveries in thefe regions, he found that 
Mr. Colomenee had no fuch thing in his poffeffion ; but he underftood that 
Mr. Smyloff, who commanded the galiot, was well informed, and Mr. 
Colomenee believed that he poffeffed fome documents that would have af- 
forded Mr. Johnftone much fatisfaétion, had not that gentleman been ab- 
fent on an excurfion, by which means little interefting information could 
be obtained by this vifit; not however refulting from an improper 
mode of direéting the-inquiries on the one part, or a difinclination to 
communicate on the other; but from the infurmountable impediment 
which had fo conftantly attended on all our inquiries, from the want 
of a common language, by which we might have been enabled to com- 
prehend each others meaning. 

During the day the weather was fair, but as the wind blew a ftrong 
gale from the weftward, againft which the boats could have made very 
little if any progrefs, Mr. Johnftone was induced to prolong his ffay un- 
ttl the evening, at which time thefe winds generally fubfide. After 
dinner, to fhew the fenfe he entertained of Mr. Colomenee’s cordial and 
attentive reception, and in return for the fervices our party had re- 
ceived from the Ruffians at the Indian village, Mr. Johnftone prefented 
their hofpitable hoft with the few articles of traffic, and the fmall ftock 
of provifions they had remaining, amongft which was about halfa gallon 
of rum. This appeared to be by far the moft acceptable part of the 
whole; and Mr. Colomenee faid, it wasa great length of time fince he 
had poffefled fuch a quantity of fpirituous liquor; indeed, the imme- 
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diate and intemperate ufe he made of it, foon proved it to be a fortunate 
circumftance that his fituation precluded him the indulgence of fuch. 
luxuries. ' The inordinate defire in the lower claffes of thefe people for 
fpirituous liquors is a notorious faét, and had been often exhibited in 
our fhort intercourfe with thofe whom we had met with in this country; 
but our gentlemen could not avoid being greatly hurt that a foreigner, 
capable of conducting himfelf in a manner that befpoke him worthy of a 
fuperior ftation, fhould have fo little efteem for himfelf, as to fall into 
the general error; efpecially as he was a man advanced in years, and 
whole previous deportment had very juftly intitled him to their refpeét: 
he became in an inftant an object of their pity, and they were under the 
neceflity of taking their leave, whilft he was fo intoxicated as to be nearly’ 
in a ftate of infenfibility. 

- The wind, as had been expetted, fubfided about eight j in the evening 
and the night was employed in rowing acrofs the found; in the pied 
the calm was fucceeded by a northerly wind with pleafant weather, which 
brought. them back to the veflels, as has been already ftated. 

A party-of about twenty Ruffians vifited the {hips on funday afternoon; 
from port Etches, in one of their large fkin canoes, conduéted by the, 
fame perfon who had been the leader of the party that had vifited us. 
amoneft the ice in the upper part of Cook’s inlet. I underftood from, 
him, that on his quitting the fhip they had proceeded up Turnagain arm,, 
and from thence had croffed the ifthmus by land and gone to port Etches, 
where he had remained ever fince. He alfo gave me to underftand,, 
that Mr. Colomence would be with us in the morning, which took place 
agreeably to his information; and with him came Mr. Ballufian, who 
brought the chart he had gone in queft of, and very politely allowed me, 
to copy it. 

By the fuperfcription of this chart, it appeared to have been exe- 
cuted in the years 178g and 1790, but we were unable to underftand any 
thing further of what was contained in its title, which was rather diffufe, 
and appeared to be as unintelligible to the Ruffians as to ourfelves; for. 
they either could not, or would not read it over, nor did they inform us_ 
under what authority the chart had been conftruéted. The extent which 
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it comprehended was, on the Afiatic fits including the fea of Ochotfk, 
from 50 to 63 degrees of north latitude; the American coaft and iflands 
eaftward on the north pacific to Crofs found, and northward to fhoal 
Nefs. On comparing this chart with fuch parts of the American coaft 
as had been furveyed by Captain Cook, or feen by ourfelves, though it 
had not any great apparent pretenfions to accuracy, yet it was hig fae 
tory in certain particulars, with refpeét to which we had entertained 
fome doubts ; efpecially with regard to the coaft lying between cape 
Trinity and point Banks, which was reprefented in this chart as an ex- 
tenfive group of iflands under the denomination of Kodiak. The lar- 
gelt of thefe extends from cape Trinity to cape Greville, where a fepa- 
ration takes place between it and the land to the weftward of St. Her- 
mogenes ifland, which land. the RufMians call Fogniak; and forms with 
the land to the fouthward what Captain Cook called Whitfuntide bay, 
but which is a paflage leading weftward into thofe ftraits that feparate 
the Kodiak from the continent, to the fouth-weftward of cape Douglas. 
Thefe ftraits are delineated as being in general upwards of 10 leagues 
wide, free from interruption ; the land about cape Trinity forming their 
fouth-weft point of entrance. The parts thus deferibed, that had not 
been feen by us, I have incorporated into our charts, but I cannot take 
upon me to be anfwerable in any refpeét for their accuracy. This ’fur- 
vey in, many particulars varies very materially from that publithed by 
Mr. Meares. 

The inclemency of the weather having prevented Mr. Johnftone from 
examining the exterior coaft, and having greatly delayed our bufinefs, 
efpecially in the carpenters’ department, Mr. Puget received my orders 
to proceed with the Chatham, and to continue the furvey of the conti: 
nental fhore to port Mulgrave, where I direéted him to remain until the 
1{t of july ; but in the event of my not having arrived there before that 
time, he was then to proceed to Crofs found, with further inftru&ions 
for his government. On this fervice the Chatham departed the next 
morning, as did our Ruffian friends, to whom I prefented an afflortment 
of fuch articles as in their eftimation was moft valuable and: ufeful, con- 
fifting of culinary utenfils, iron, fteel, copper, axes, &c. with fome 
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falted provifions, bread flour, rum, and tobacco, all of which were ac: 
cepted with teftimonies of the moft grateful fatisfaftion. 

The cutter that had attended Mr. Johnftone being now at leifure, I 
employed the three following days in taking a {ketch of the harbour, and 
its adjacent fhores. During this interval the bowfprit was got in, and 
the fhip in all other refpe€ts made ready for fea the inftant the other 
boat party fhould return. 

About noon on funday Mr. Whidbey arrived, having completed the 
tafk allotted to his labours, fo that by the joint exertions of the two 
parties, the furvey of this fpacious inlet had been fully accom- 
plifhed. 

In his paffage towards the fouth-weft point of the found Mr. Whid- 
bey vifited two bays on the fhores of Montagu ifland, one named by 
Mr. Portlock Hunnings’s bay, the other M’Leod’s harbour. The 
anchorage in thefe he reprefents as being very much expofed, 
and conftituting nothing more than ftopping places in navigating this 
channel. The points of both ought not to be approached too near, as 
lurking rocks are fituated at fome diftance from them. In crofling from 
Montagu ifland to the fouth-weft point of the found, much broken land 
was paffed, and confidered to be a clufter of high rugged iflands. This 
conjeéture was afterwards found to be well formed, as alfo that the point 
to which [have given the name of Care PuceET, was onthe main land 
of the peninfula. This cape is fituated in latitude 59° 55’, longitude 219° 
go}, and forms the weft point of a branch of the found leading to the 
northward; which I named Port BarinsripGE. Its oppofite point, 
which I call Point ErrincTon, is the fouth-welternmoft part of the 
above high rugged clufter of iflands, lying from it eaft, five miles dift 
tant. This is a high, fteep, barren promontory of {mall extent, con- 
ne€ted to the ifland near it by a narrow ifthmus, which at that time was 
covered with different kinds of fea fowl. On the fame fide of the port 
inaN.N.W. dire€tion, about five miles from point Elrington, is Pornt 
Pyxe, rendered remarkable by its fugar-loaf form. Between’ thefe 
points are fome bays, and a large opening leading to the north-eaft, 
with many rocks about the fhores juft above water; but the oppofite 
or weftern fide of the port 1s compaét, although fomewhat indented 
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with fmall bays and coves. To the north of point Pyke is a_tole- 
rably well-fheltered bay, furrounded on all fides by lofty abrupt fnowy 
mountains; and to the north of this was a fecond bay, and a narrow 
opening leading to the north-eaft. ‘The furvey was contmued on the 
weftern fhore, ina channel in a northerly direétion, and between two 
and three miles wide. On the 28th of may the party refted in a {mall 
cove; the night as well as the day was extremely unpleafant, the wind 
having conftantly blown a ftrong gale from the N.N.£., with cold rainy 
weather. The next morning a great {well rolled from the ocean up the 
port, which terminated fix miles from their laft fleeping place in the lati- 
tude of 60° 192’, longitude 212° 122’ by a {mall tract of low land; off 
which, as well as its weftern fhore, lie fome rocks and rocky iflets. On thele, 
although at the diftance of eighteen miles from the entrance of the port, 
and the wind blowing nearly ma direét line down the channel, the fea 
broke with fuch violence as rendered landing dangerous. ‘Here they 
were met by a folitary Indian, who accompanied them back along the 
eaftern fide of port Bainbridge. ‘This fhore was found to be compatt, 
until they reached the north point of the narrow opening before noticed, 
which I have called Pont WATERS, lying ina direétion from the head 
of the port s. 15 £., diftant 8 miles, having fome rocks and breakers before 
it. Thefe they pafled, and continued their refearches up the opening which 
took a direétion N. 50 E.; where, having advanced about 5 miles, the tur- 
bulency of the weather obliged them to feek fome fecure retreat, and on 
reaching a {mall indifferent cove on the northern fide, the party ftopped, 
and were, with difficulty able to erect one fmall tent, and to make a 
trey Phe’ violence of the ftorm here was equal to what was experi- 
enced by Mr. Johnftone and his party. It detained Mr. Whidbey until the 
1ft of june, but its greateft force during his excurfion was about noon on 
the preceding day, when a very heavy guft brought down from a confi- 
derable height on the fide of the mountains, which are fteep to he water’s 
edge, an immenfe mais of earth, trees, and frozen fnow. This was at- 
tended by a moft tremendous noife, and took place at a diftance not 
exceeding an hundred yards from the {pot where the whole party was 
affembled. It was whilft they were detained here that the accident had 
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happened, .which in a great meafure had occafioned Mr. Whidbey’s 


former return. 

Conceiving, from the direétion of this opening, that it feparated the 
broken land before mentioned from the main land, and that it communi- 
cated with the found to the north-eaftward, Mr. Whidbey continued his 
courfe in that direction, accompanied by the Indtan who had been their 
gueft during the flormy weather; and having proceeded about 6 miles. 
further, nearly in the line before defcribed, they arrived in the found. The 
channel through which they had thus pafled, was in maft parts fome- 
thing lefs than a mile wide; it is about 11 miles in length, there are feveral 
funken rocks init; and its fhores are compofed of f{teep rocky mountains. 

In the evening of the 3d, the party again reached the north-weft point 
of this paflage, which after Captain Countefs of the navy, obtamed the 
name of Point CounrEss; it is fituated in lautude 60° 19’, longitude 
212° 302’; this forms alfo the fouth-eaft point of an arm leading to the 
north-weltward, up which their caurfe was direéted along the larboard 
er continental fhore, pafling many large pieces of floating ice, which 
were in great abundance in this part of the found. Two miles to the 
north-weft of this point they reached the entrance of a fmall opening 
about a mile in width, that took a foutherly dire¢tion, where they 
refted for the night. Early the next morning they again proceeded with 
thick rainy weather, and found this opening to be compofed of two. bays, 
that terminated about a league within its entrance. Irom hence they 
fieered to the N.N. w., pafling a bay on the weftern fhore about a league 
wide, and about 42 miles deep, terminated by a compatt body of ice 
that defcended from high perpendicular cliffs to the water fide, and fur- 
rounded by a country compofed of {tupendous lofty mountains covered 
with fhow. By this tme Mr. Whidbey had advanced as far on the wef- 
tern fide of the found as to be oppofite to the anchorage of the veflels, 
about g leagues diftant in nearly an eaft and wett direftion. This fpace 
is occupied by land much broken, through which, befides an open- 
ing then before them leading to the north-eaft, there were two others 
that they had pafled by leading to the northward. From the north of 
this icy bay the continental fhore f{tretched y. 30 w., about fix miles up 
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a fmall branch, which there turned fhort to the fouthward, and term1- 
nated about a league further in a circular bafon, full of rocks, fome 
above and others beneath the furface of the water. From this bafon 
the party returned along the northern fhore, which led them to a point, 
in the opening laft mentioned extending to the north-eaft, in latitude 60° 
20’, longitude 212° 26’. This paflage, which may be confidered as com- 
mencing at the north point of Icy bay, is there about two miles wide, and 
was found to extend in a direction n. 42 £. for ot miles, where it com- 
municated with the moft weftern of the other two openings before alluded 
to, making the land on the eaftern fide of this paffage (which from the great 
number of rocks in it 1s navigable only for boats and canoes) an ifland 
about 34 leagues long. On the weftern fide of this are two {mall branches, 
each about a mile wide, and 4 miles long, lying in a north-welt direc- 
tion, in which were alfo an immenfe number of rocks. The fhores of 
the main land continued in the direétion of the paflage, about a league 
and a half beyond the moft northern of thefe branches, to a point from 
whence the continental fhore took a direétion N. 27 w.; this point ob- 
tained the name of Pornr Nowe t, and 1s fituated in latitude 60° 27’, 
longitude 212° 422’. They quitted this about noon on the 5th; and after 
having advanced about 11 miles along a very rocky coaft, with fome 
iflets lying off from it, the party arrived at the fouth point of entrance 
into an Opening on the main land; its oppofite point lying in the above 
direétion about two miles further: the fhores that were thus traverfed 
broke into {mall bays, lined by innumerable rocks, and expofed to the 
whole range of the north-eaft {well in the found, from which quarter a 
very heavy fea broke with great violence, and rendered its navigation, 
even for boats, highly dangerous. 

This opening confifted of three fmall branches, two of them taking a 
foutherly, and the third a north-wefterly courfe. Having afcertained the 
extent of this opening, the coaft was found to ftretch from it nearly north, 
rounding a little to the eaftward, to a point that has received the name of 
Point Cutross, fituated in latitude 60° 45’, and longitude 212° 99’, and 
paffing an ifland about a league from the fhore, about four miles long, ina 
north-weit direction. This pomt formed the fouth-weft point of an opening 
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about 23 miles wide, taking a direction N. 30 w.; but as they advanced 


between thefe points of entrance, the opening divided into two very ex- 
tenfive branches, one taking nearly a northerly, the other a wefterly di. 
rection; the latter firft claimed the attention of the party. Along its 
fouthern {hore, about four miles and a half from point Culrofs, they came 
to a bay about a league and a half wide, and about 3 miles deep, ina 
fouth direétion, where it was terminated by a fimilar boundary of ice and 
frozen {now as before defcribed, reaching from a compact body of lofty 
frozen mountains to the water’s edge. Here it was fingular that 
the fhores between thefe icy bays were moftly compofed of a border 
of very low land, well wooded with trees of the pine and alder tribes, 
ftretching from the bafe of ftupendous mountains into the fea. At the 
weft point of this bay, which I have called Point Cocurane, they 
took up their night’s abode, and found it to form the fouth point of a 
branch leading to the weftward, and lying in a direction from point 


Culrofs, n.77 w., at the diftance of 8 miles; the oppofite, or north’ 


point of entrance, lying N.N.£., half a league diftant. This branch, on 
the morning of the 7th, was found divided into two; the firft about 2 miles 
wide, took a direction from point Cochrane, s.68 w., 24 leagues; the 
other extended from the fame ftation weft 13 miles, and then terminated 
in a direction s. 33 w., about 4 miles further; its general width from 
half a league to two miles and an half. Although Mr. Whidbey had 
every reafon to prefume that his examination had hitherto been direéted 
along the continental fhore, yet from the very extraordinary manner in 
which we had found the coaft of North Weft America divided, he could 
not help entertaining fome doubts, until he arrived at-the north-weft ex- 
tremity of this branch, fituated in latitude 60° 48’, longitude 211° 52%. 
Here they had approached within twelve miles ina direétion s. 60 w. of 
the fpot where Mr. Whidbey had ended his examination of Turnagain arm, 
‘The intermediate fpace was the ifthmus fo frequently alluded to before, 
on either fide of which the country was compofed of what appeared 
to him to be lofty, barren, impaflable mountains, enveloped in perpe- 
tual fnow; but the ifthmus itfelf was a valley of fome breadth, which, 


though it contained elevated land, was very free from fnow, and appeared © 
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to be perfectly eafy of accefs; a little to the eaftward of this valley, a 
rapid {tream of frefh water rufhed down a gully in the lofty mountains, 
and found its way to the fea through a margin of low land extending 
from the bafe of the mountains, and producing pine trees, cranberries, 
and a few other fhrubs. On the weftern point of entrance into this brook 
was a {mall houfe, about five feet high, and eight feet {quare, covered in 
with bark, not built after the Indian, but evidently conftruéted after the 
Ruffian manner; formed by logs of timber, and made tight by the va- 
cancies being filled up with mofs and clay; the bottom was ftrewed over 
with clean dried graf, and appeared not only to have been recently in- 
habited, but to be a place of frequent refort. 

This houfe, and the general appearance of the country, removed 
every doubt of their fituation being then on the eaftern fide of that pats, 
by which the Ruffians maintain a communication between their fettle- 
ments in thefe two extenfive inlets. Mr. Whidbey however, for his 
further fatisfattion, was very defirous of finding the road or path by 
which the intercourfe was carried on; and although he was unfuccefsfut 
in afcertaining this, yet it did not appear to him that any particular 
track was neceflary, as the valley has a tolerably even furface, was nearly 
deftitute of any vegetable produétions, and was equally paffable in all 
direétions. Its fituation and character correfponded alfo with the defcrip- 
tion of it given by the Ruffians, and Mr. Whidbey’s menfuration agreed 
nearly with the diftance acrofs as ftated by them, namely, about fixteen 
verfts. Coincidences fo conclufive were confidered by him as fufficiently 


fatisfa€tory, without croffing the ifthmus for more fully determining the 


point in queftion, which was now placed beyond all doubt; nor could it 
be neceffary for attaining the principal objeét of our voyage, that a 
more minute examination fhould be made of this ifthmus, or of the 
fhores of the intervening peninfula between Cook’s inlet and prince 
William’s found, 

This branch received the name of Passace CANAL; and the party 
having finifhed their neceffary obfervations, dined by the fide of the above 
brook. Part of their repaft confifted of two porcupines, which were re- 
prefented to refemble rabbits in tafte. Here they alfo fhot a third, but its. 
effluvia was fo intolerably offenfive that no ufe could be made of it; the 
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largeft of the three weighed about 251b.; fuch of their quills as were 
hard, and in a perfeét ftate, did not exceed fix inches in length, al- 
though they had others much longer, but thefe were foft and of no 
ftrength. 

In their way up Paflage canal, the progrefs of the party had been much 
retarded by a ftrong wefterly wind, and they had no fooner fat out on 
their return than the wind fhifted, and blew equally ftrong from the 
eaftward, which obliged them to be continually rowing until ten at night 
before they reached the entrance; here they refted for the night in a 
{mall bay, about half'a league to the north of the north point of en- 
trance into the canal, which I have called Point Picor, after one of - 
the young gentlemen who generally attended Mr. Whidbey on thefe 
excurfions ; it is fituated in latitude 60° 474’, longitude 212° 162. Early 
in the morning of the 8th the examination of the continental fhore was 
refumed; it forms the weftern fide of the northern branch of this arm 
before alluded to, and which mm a direction N. 30 8. 1s about 4 miles 
wide. The continental fide of this branch is compofed of a ftupendous 
range of fnowy mountains, from whofe bafe low projeéting land ex- 
tends, jutting out into points, and forming the fhores, which were thinly 
wooded with dwarf pines and ftunted alders. 

At one of the points where the party had occafion to land, a fepul- 
chre was difcovered; Mr. Whidbey, in the courle of this excurfion, had 
obferved fimilar monuments before, but they were all fo. old, decayed, 
and mutilated, that it was not an eafy matter to determine exaéily for 
what fpecific purpofe they had been originally intended; but it was 
now proved that their conje€tures had been rightly formed. This 
tomb being of more recent date, Mr. Whidbey had it examined; a hole 
was found dug about a foot deep, five feet long, and four feet wide; at 
the bottom were fome thin planks, andacrofs them, nearly in the middle 
of the grave, two pieces of wood were placed about a foot afunder, and 
about nine inches thick, between which were depofited the remains of a dead 
body, rolled up in a feal {kin, and carefully tied with thongs of the fame 
material. Thefe remains confifted of fome afhes and calcined bones, 
which were concluded to be human; and as all the parts of the grave 
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fhewed evident figns of the a€tion of fire, it is natural to infer, that con- 
fuming their dead by fire is the practice of the inhabitants. The reli€is 
thus depofited were covered over with another plank, over which were 
{trewed ftones, mofs, and fome old broken paddles. The direétion of 
the grave was nearly north and fouth, with a {mall pole about eight feet 
long ereéted at its fouth end. The curiofity of the party having been 
thus fatisfied, every thing was reftored to its former ftate, and they pro- 
ceeded towards another low projecting point ftill on the larboard or 
continental fhore, in a direétion Nn. 63 &. from this fpot, and at the diftance 
of three miles, Between thefe points a bay is formed, about a league 
and a half deep towards the n. N.w., in which were feen feveral fhoals 
and much ice; the termination of this bay is bounded by a continuation 
of the above range of lofty mountains. On this fecond low projecting 
point, which Mr. W hidbey called Poinr Pakenuam, the latitude was 
obferved to be 60° 592’, its longitude 212° 29’. The width of the arm at 
this {tation was reduced to 2 miles, in which were feveral half concealed 
rocks, and much floating ice, through which they purfued their examina- 
tion, toa point at the diftance of 3 miles along the weftern fhore, which 
{tll continued to be compact, extending N.908.; in this dire@ion 
they met fuch innumerable huge bodies of ice, fome afloat, others lying 
on the ground near the fhore in 10 or 12 fathoms water, as rendered 
their further progrefs up the branch rafh, and highly dangerous. This 
was however, very fortunately, an objeét of no moment, fince before their 
return they had obtained a_diftin&t view of its termination about 2 
leagues further in the fame direétion, by a firm and compact body of ice 
reaching from fide to fide, and greatly above the level of the fea; be- 
hind which extended the continuation of the fame range of lofty moun- 
tains, whole fummits feemed to. be higher than any that had yet been 
feen on the coaft. 

Whilft at dinner in this fituation they frequently heard a very loud 
rumbling noife, not unlike loud, but diftant thunder; fimilar founds had 
often been heard when the party was in the neighbourhood of large bo- 
dies of ice, but they had not before been able to trace the caufe. They 
now found the -noife to originate from: immenfe ponderous fragments of 


ice, 
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ice, breaking off from the higher parts of the main body, and falling 
from a very confiderable height, which in one inftance produced fo vio- 


lent a fhock, that it was fenfibly felt by the whole party, although the 


ground on which they were was at leaft 2 leagues from the {pot where 
the fall of ice had taken place. Mr. Whidbey obferved, that a large . 
portion of the few trees that this defolate and dreary region produced, 
had been much fhattered by the late ftormy weather; fome were torn up 
by the roots, others bent to the ground, and fome with their heads intirely 
broken off. After dinner they returned down this branch along its eaftern 
fide, which like the oppofite fhore is firm and compact, until they 
reached a narrow opening lying fouth, 4 miles diftant from the fecond 
low projecting point. This opening led them through a narrow paflage, 
in fome places a mile in others not a quarter of a mile wide, and in an 
irregular direétion about s. 39 E., and about 3 leagues long, to a pointon 
the continent communicating with the found, and making the land on 
the weft fide of this paflage an ifland about ten miles long, and four 
miles broad; its fouth point being the north-eaft point of entrance into 
the arm leading to Paflage canal. Here they refted for the night, andin’ 
the morning of the oth continued their inquiry along the fhores of the 
continent, which took, though irregularly, about an £.N.x£. dire¢tion, 
ten miles to the fouth-weft point of an arm, which I called Porn 
Preview, leading to the northward, where the obferved latitude was 
60° 51’, longitude 212° 57’.. The fhores that compofe this extent of 
coaft are formed by a low border of land, extending from the. bafe of 
the mountains, much indented with {mall bays, and at high tide great- 
ly interfected by water; it produces a few dwarf trees, and other infig- 
nificant vegetable productions; and like the other parts of the continent 
bordering upon the found, is bounded by {mall iflands, iflets, and rocks, 
extending into the found as far as they were able to difcern, and which 
rendered the progrefs of the boats tedious and intricate. Here they 
were vifited by a {mall party of the native Indians, who conducted them- 
felves with great friendlinefs, and very civilly invited our gentlemen to 
their habitations, which they pointed out to be not far off; but Mr. 
Whidbey’s objet leading him another way, they mutually bade each 

other 
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other farewell, and as our party proceeded, this arm was found to take 
a north direttion, in general about a league wide, and to términate at 
the diftance of about 4 leagues, at the foot of a continuation of the 
range of lofty mountains before mentioned. Its upper parts were much 
incumbered with ice, as were both the éaftern and weftern fides with 
innumerable rocks, and fome ilets. In the evening they reached a 
point, which lies n. 83 £., at the diftance of 8 miles from the above fouth- 
weft point of the arm they had quitted; here the party refted for the 
night. About two the next morning (the 10th) their repofe was dif- 
turbed by four Indians, who had ftruck a large halibut, that occafioned 
them fome trouble to fecure, very near the place of their lodging; this 
was at length very dexteroufly effected, and the interruption: expe- 
rienced was amply compenfated by the fifh which they purchafed of 
the Indians, and which afforded the party feveral good and acceptable 
meals. 

At four o’clock, the ufual time of moving, Mr. Whidbey proceeded 
along the continental fhore; through a paflage half a league wide, formed 
by the fhores of the main land and an ifland lying along it, about a 
league broad and feven miles long, in a direétion N.z. by zr. Nearly 


in the middle of this paflage is a bay about 2 miles wide, and of the fame | 


depth. This bay, which has its northern point fituated in latitude 60° 
56%, longitude 219° 25’, 1s the weftern extent of Sen" Fidalgo’s refearch- 
es in this found, and was named by him Puerto Revilla Gigedo. To 
the eaftward of this is another bay of rather larger dimenfions, with an 
ifland in its north-eaft corner. It is a circumftance not unworthy of re- 
mark in thefe bays, fo near as they are to each other, the former pre- 
fenting a fouth-eatt, the latter a fouthern afpett; and that the wefternmott 
fhould be nearly free from ice, whilft the eafternmoft, with a full fouth 
expofure, fhould be terminated by a folid body of compact elevated ice, 
fimilar to that which has been before defcribed, both bemg equally 
bounded at no great diftance by a continuation of the high ridge of fnowy 
mountains; as they pafled the eaftern bay they again heard the thunder- 
like noife, and found that it had been produced by the falling of the large 
pieces of ice that appeared to have been very recently feparated from the 
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mafs extending in vaft abundance acrofs the paflage towards the north-eaft 

point of the ifland, mfomuch that it was with great difficulty the boats 

could effeét a paflage. By noon Mr. Whidbey reached the weft point, (call- 

ed by me Point FrEMANTLE,) of the entrance into Puerto de Valdes, . 
fo named by Sen" Fidalgo, where the latitude was obferved to be 60° 57’, 

longitude 213° 94’; from this point the arm or port abounding with rocks 

took a dire€tion N. 33 £., for 12 miles; where a fmall brook, fupplied by 

the diffolving of the ice and {now on the mountains, flowed into the 

arm, which about 5 miles from thence terminated in an eafterly dt- 

reétion, in latitude 61° 7’, longitude 213° 56. ‘The head of this branch 

of the found is under the fame parallel, and is expofed exaétly to the | 
fame foutherly afpeét, as that in which the party had beheld the great 
fall of ice; and although thefe conftitute the northern limits of the found, 
yet in this branch no ice had been feen, notwithftanding it is terminated 
by fhallow water at its head, and is furrounded by fimilar fteep frozen 
mountains. The firft icy bay they met with was open to the eaft and 
s.E., nearly a degree to the fouth of the head of this branch, and the 
fecond in the arm leading to Paflage canal was expofed to.the north; but 
in the bays on the fouthern fide of that canal no ice was feen, fo that it 
was not an eafy matter to account for its partial appearance. 

Early in the morning of the 11th they returned along the eaftern fide 
of Puerto de Valdes, which is from half a league to a league in width; 
the fhores are indented by fome {mall bays, and lined with rocky iflets 
and rocks. In this route they arrived at a point on the continent, lying 
from the weft pomt of entrance into the port s.85£., diftant 44 miles; 
where they found an opening about a mile wide that ftretched s. 99 £., 
and formed a paffage about 7 or 8 miles long, between the continent and 
an ifland lying N.1g w. and s.1g&£., 7 miles in length, and about 2 - 
miles in breadth. Thefe fhores, like thofe which the party had lately navi- 
gated, abounded with rocks and rocky ilets; and on reaching the fouth- 
ern part of this paflage, it evidently appeared to be the fame mentioned 
by Captain Cook on the 17th of may 1778, which the mafter of the Re: 
folution had been fent to examine, and that Puerto de Valdes was the 

arm 
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arm that had cccafioned at that time a difference of opinion in Lieutenant 
Gore and Mr. Roberts. 

The fouth point of this, which is Bligh’s ifland, being the {tation from 
whence Mr. Johnftone had:commenced his furvey, completed the exami- 
nation of the whole of prince William’s found, as it refpeéted the boun- 
dary of the continent; but the numerous iflands, iflets, rocks, and 
fhoals, which are contained within this {pace, being confidered as fecon- 
dary objeéts, did not fall within the limits of our fervice for accurately 
afcertaining or delineating; yet thefe have been noticed with every de- 
gree of circumfpettion, that circumftances, and the nature of our re- 
fearches, would allow, without fwerving from our principal object, viz. 
the furvey of the fhore of the continent. For this reafon I fhall here con- 
clude the report of Mr. Whidbey’s excurfion, notwithftanding that he 
examined port Fidalgo; but as no new matter occurred to him, it is un- 
neceflary to recapitulate the former obfervations ; and as we had no fur- 
ther bufinefs to detain us any longer in this fituation} we prepared to 
take our departure, having during our ftay made the following aftrono- 
mical and nautical obfervations. 

By the rate of the chronometers as afcertained at the head of Cook’s 
inlet, the longitude of port Chalmers was fhewn to be, on the 26th of 


may, by Kendall’s chronometer, 4 ~ 2 213° 30 20” 
By Arnold’s No. 14, - - - - 021 BA2e 450. 
Ditto 176, - - 210: Aa» 20 


On the gth of june Kendall’s chronometer Gane but on applying 
a gentle horizontal motion, it was again put into action. 

From the 26th of may to the 10th of june, No. 14, and No. 176, 
were found to be going nearly at the fame rate as afcertained in Cook’s 
inlet; hence the longitudinal diftance between Cook’s inlet, and port 
Chalmers, may be confidered as pretty corre€tly afcertained; but as an 
alteration was obferved to have taken place in their rate of going after 


* that time, the feveral rates of the chronometers were afcertained by re- 


peated good obfervations, made from the 1oth to the 16th of june, both 
days inclufive; and as the true longitude of port Chalmers, was found 
Bbe2 by 
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by fubfequent obfervations to be 219° 22, No: 14 was on the 16th of 
june, found to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, Athighge aren 
And to be gaining on mean time per day, at the rate of Lise 
No. 176 was faft of mean time at Greenwich, g 20 46 
And to be gaining on mean time per day, at the rate of, 51 40 
Kendall’s was faft of mean time at Greenwich, 8 41 41 
And gaining on mean time per day, at the rate of, ‘ 26. 50 
The latitude of port Chalmers was found to be cc hao 1Gid 


The variation by four compailes, and thirty fets of ob- 
fervations ; differing from 26° 50°, to 30° 9’; fhewed the 


mean refult, to be ss r - ary 28. 30 eafterly. 
The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle, a 
Marked end, North Face Eait, se 4 i 77° 30) 
Ditto ditto Weft; ‘ “ § 27 5O 
Ditto. South Face Eaft, 3 te 5 76 
Ditto Ditto Wett, 3 2 od 77 
The mean inclination of the marine dipping needle, 77 8% 


At port Chalmers a confiderable difference had been obferved between. 
the night and: day tides; the former during the fprings rofe thirteen feet, 
four-inches;- whereas the. latter didmot rife more than twelve feet one inch; 
and it was alfo found to be high water about am hour after the moon had: 
paffed the meridian. 
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Quit prince William’s found—Geographical and other obfervations refpet- 
eng the adjacent country and tts inhabitants—Proceed in the examination 
of the extertor coafi—Pafs port Mulgrave—Intelligence received of the 

Survey having been completed to that fation by the Chatham—Arrive in 
Crofs found— Joined by the Chatham there. 


I HAD. fully intended laying the Difcovery on fhore in this harbour, 
for the purpofe of examining, and if neceflary, of repairing her bottom; 
but the rife and fall of the tide was too inconfiderable for that purpofe, 
without very materially hghtening the fhip; an operation that would have 
taken up more time than could conveniently be fpared; and, without much 
Jabour in clearmg a place in the woods, a fituation could not be procured 
fit for the reception of fuch articles, as it would have been neceflary to 
have landed: in addition to thefe circumftances, the intemperate weather 
on our firft arrival greatly militated againft fuch operations; and this be- 
ing fucceeded by the neap tides, induced me wholly to give up the de- 
fign, which I now began to confider more as a matter of curiofity, than 
as an object of real neceflity. 

The wind blowing a moderate breeze right into the harbour from the 
s.w. attempts were made to warp out againft it to the entrance, where 
this wind would have been favorable to our purfuit; but our ropes for 


-this fervice were too much worn to fuftain the weight of the fhip, and they 


broke on our firft:trial. © The s.w. wind continuing, detained us until 
three in the morning of the 17th, when, on a calm fucceeding, the fhip 
was towed to the entrance of the port; where about feven o’clock we 
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were met bya gentle breeze from the s. w. to which we fpread all our can- 


~ vas, and directed our courfe for mid-channel, between Green and Mon- 


tagu iflands; butin our routea funken rock foon {topped our progrefs 
by the fhip ftriking upon it, and having at that time a falling tide, fhe 
remained faft. We had come very fuddenly and unexpettedly into this 
unpleafant fituation, as the man at the lead had fcarcely announced his 
laft foundings, which were at 10 fathoms, when the {hip ftruck; I had 
alfo founded myfelf, and had found not lefs than from g to 10 fathoms 
in every dire€tion round this rock, but had unluckily miffed the {pot on 
which the fhip now lodged, which had neither weeds nor any other in- 
dication of its exiftence; nor does it occupy a greater extent than a 
fix or eight oared boat in any direction. The fhip refted nearly. on 
its higheft part, and at low water, the depth clofe to her bow was only 
twelve feet; whilft we had 5 fathoms under the main chains, and 7 fa- 
thoms depth of water, under her ftern. The water quitting the fhip’s 
bows afforded us an opportunity of replacing much of the copper that 
had been torn off by the ice. About eleven o’clock the return of the ~ 
flood tide relieved us from this embarraffment, without our having, ap- 
parently, received any damage. 

The wind being faint and baffling from the weftern quarter, with a 
flight current fetting on the fhores of Montagu ifland; prevented our fail- 
ing; but we employed the afternoon in warping further into mid-channel, 
clear of this line of funken rocks. Here we anchored in 21 fathoms 
water, muddy bottom; about a mile and three quarters from the fhores 
of Montagu ifland. The fouth point of port Chalmers bore by com- — 
pais s. 80 £.; the north-weit point of Montagu ifland, N. 11 w.; and the 
north point of Green ifland, nN. 76 w. In this fituation a few cod and 
halibut were taken during the night, and on wednefday morning calm * 
rainy weather prevented.our moving until late in the forenoon; when 
with a light breeze from the E.N.E. we proceeded, and having pafled 
to the northward of the north Paffage rock, no foundings were gained 
with the hand line; but about half a league from the north-weft point of 
Montagu ifland the depth was 65 fathoms, muddy bottom: from this 
point a ledge of rocks extends about halfa mile. As we failed along 

the 
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the north-eaft fide of the ifland, it-feemed to be divided into bays, or founds; 
two of which appeared to be capacious, but from each of their points of 
entrance, rocks were feen to extend a confiderable diftance ; fome of which 
were level with, and others juft fhewed their heads above’ the furface of 
the fea. In thefe openings fimilar obftruétions were noticed; and as this 
fide of Montagu ifland is greatly expofed to the influence of the prevail- 
ing winds, great caution ought to be obferved in navigating near its 
fhores, until a more minute examination may point out the fituation of 
the latent dangers, of which we were unable to procure any further in- 
formation, than that, of barely feeing that fuch did exift; for as the wind 
veered to the fouthward, it led us from thefe rocky fhores, whilft it ena- 
bled us to fetch well over towards cape Hinchinbrook: in this route 
were obferved many riplings and agitations of the fea, as if it were flow- 
ing over fhallow places; but we gained no bottom with the hand line in 
_ pafling through feveral of them. 

As the night approached, the wind became light and variable, with al- 
ternate calms, thefe together with the flood tide, about three in the 
morning, fat the fhip direétly towards the north point of entrance in- 
to port Etches; where, with 100 fathoms of line, no bottom could be 
reached within about a quarter of a mile of the fhore, on which the fea 
broke with confiderable violence. Fortunately however, whilft in this 
very unpleafant predicament from which we poffeffed no refources of 
extrication, a breeze fprang up from the n.r., juft fufficient to enable us 
to {tem the current, and relieved us from all apprehenfions. of danger. 
This breeze was foon fucceeded by calms and light foutherly airs, which 
towards noon, with the affiftance of the flood tide, drove us into the en- 
trance of port Etches, without our being able to refift their influence ; 
and as I knew the flood would continue until near five o'clock ; we bore 
away for anchorage, but gained no bottom until we had pafied the rocky 
iflets that lie on the north-weft fide within the entrance, and were nearly 
abreaft of the lagoon within which the Ruffians have their eftablifhment. 
We anchored in 31 fathoms water, the lagoon bearing by compafs 
N. 20 Ww. at the diftance of half a mile; the head of the harbour n. Xe ge Ves 
_and the points of entrance s. 3 w. and s. 25 W. 

After 
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After dinner, I went on fhore accompanied by fome of the officers, and 


L-—.-—-/ was received by Mr. Colomenee and Mr. Ballufian, with all the friendlinefs 


Friday 20. 


and hofpitality which the poverty of their fituation permitted them to ex- 
hibit. Here we were introduced to another gentleman named Smyloff, 
who prefided over the maritime part of this mercantile company, and who 
had under his direétions, the galiot mentioned by Mr. Johnftone as form: 
ing the fide of the inclofure, in which their habitations are built clofe to the © 
inna place at the Ruffian fa€tory ; with two others of fimilar burthen, 

This gentleman having heard of our arrival in Cook’s inlet, he had gone 
thither for the purpofe of paying us a vifit, but had been difappointed of 
his obje€t by our departure from thence,.and he had been returned only 
a few days. His route had been over the ifthmus, and he defcribed Paflage 
canal to be the very place we had fuppofedit tobe. He ftated, that the 
Chatham had failed out of the found on the 12th of the month witha — 
favorable breeze, and that fince her departure a brig had paffed up the 
found fteering towards Snug-corner cove. We {pent a fhort time in view- 
ing thefe premifes, which afforded little worthy of attention befides what 
has already been defcribed. On our return, we were accompanied on — 
board by Mr. Ballufian and Mr. Smyloff; the former after fupper re- 
turned to the fhore, but Mr. Smyloff remained with us until we were 
clear of the port; which from light and variable winds we did not effeét 
until near noon on the goth; when an excellent obfervation was pro- 
cured, which fhewed the latitude by three obfervers to be 60° 182’. Cape 
Hinchinbrook at this time, bore by compafs s.96£., diftant 2 miles. 
This promontory, according to the refult of our calculations, 1s fituated 
in latitude 60° 162’, longitude 219° 56’. 

Mr. Puget having received inftru€étions to examine the coaft minutely 
from hence to port Mulgrave, my attention was only directed to fixing the 
line of the intermediate external headlands, until any navigable branches 
of the fea fhould be found between thofe limits. For this purpofe we 
embraced the advantage of the favorable weftern breeze then prevailing, 
and fleered towards the fouth point of Kaye’s ifland. Our time being thus 
unintereftingly employed, I fhall fill the vacant page by making a few 
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remarks on fuch circumftances as had recently occurred, but had not 
found a place in the narrative of our tranfactions. 

I cannot avoid making fome obfervations on the difference in the deli- 
neation of prince William’s found, as reprefented in Captain Cook’s laft 
voyage, and the refult of our late examination, particularly with refpeét 
to Montagu ifland, which is therein defcribed to be feven miles longer, 
and to be placed ten miles more to the fouthward, than we found to be its 
fituation and extent. , 

The weft point of Snug-corner cove 1s alfo placed five miles to the fouth 
of the obfervations of Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Johnftone, which agreed 
very accurately together. In a dire€tion s. 50 w., diftant 7 miles from 
cape Hinchinbrook, and nearly at the fame diftance from the fhores of 
Montagu ifland, is a barren, flat, rocky iflet, with feveral rocks lying at 
a {mall diftance from it. Of this iflet no notice 1s taken either in the 
chart or hiftory of that voyage, notwithftanding it was then feen, and its 
fituation afcertained to be nearly as we now found it, by thofe who were 
at that time on board the Difcovery. The obfervations alfo that were 
made by them for afcertaining the latitude of the weft point of Snug- 
corner cove and Montagu ifland, correfponded very nearly with our pre- 


fent calculations. Befides thefe, I have in other inftances detef&ted fome 


errors which are evidently of the prefs; but it is a circumftance not eafily. 
to be reconciled with fuch high geographical authority, that the above- 
mentioned errors fhould have taken place in the conftru€tion of the 
chart; and notwithftanding that I entertain the higheft refpeét and venera- 
tion for the Right Reverend and learned editor of thofe volumes, yet I 
am of opinion, that had Captain Cook furvived to have fuperintended the 
publication of his own labours, thefe errors would have been reétified; 
and I am led to believe, that they muft have arifen from fome writing, or 
authentic document, relative to this particular part of his refearches, hav- 
ing been loft or miflaid. ‘This opinion is founded on the great deficiency 
of nautical information in the hiftory of that voyage, refpecting the f pace 
between the fouth point of Kaye’s ifland and cape Elizabeth; which, by 
pafling through prince William’s found, may be faid to comprehend a 
line of fea coaft upwards of go leagues in extent, and which employed 
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Captain Cook ten days to traverfe, namely, from the 11th to the 21ft 
of may 1778; a week of which was {pent in paffing through this inlet, 
almoft from its moft northern to its moft fouthern extremity; in which 
time, fufficient opportunities occurred for making the neceflary obfervations 
for the latitude, for the longitude by the chronometer, and for the varia- 
tion of the compafs; yet none of thefe (excepting the fituation of the fhip 
on the 12th at noon,) nor the pofition of any one point or flation on the 
coaft, nor the iflands within thofe limits, are any where noticed; nor 1s 
there any thing relative to the tides, excepting that of the flood coming 
from the fouthward, to be met with; nor is there any topographical defcrip- 
tion of the coaft, nor of the rocks and iflands that lie off from it, fouth- 
weltward from Montagu ifland to cape Elizabeth, notwithftanding that 
that coaft was paffed at no great diftance, and that it was found to take a 
dire€tion very contrary to what was at that time expected. In addition 
to this circumftance, the nearly central fituation of this capacious inlet in 
the {pace in queftion, and its broken and infular appearance, rendered 
fuch an extent of coaft the more likely to have been noticed in a parti- 
cular manner, and would argue an inattention to nautical occurrences 
which } believe is no where elfe to be met with in the works of that 
juftly renowned and moft celebrated navigator; and which, moft pro- 
bably, will only be difcovered by thofe whofe fituations may render it ex- 
pedient for them to refort for information to the refult of his unequalled 
labours. 

The minute examination we were empowered to make of prince Wil- 
liam’s found, not only brought us acquainted with its utmoft limits in 
every direCtion, but proved it to be a branch of the ocean that requires the 
greateft eircumf{pection to navigate; and although it diverges into many 
extenfive arms, yet none of them ean be confidered as commodious 
harbours, on account of the rocks and fhoals that obftru€t the approach 
to them, or of the very great depth of water at or about their entrances. 
Of the former, innumerable have been difcovered, and there is great rea~ 
fon to fuppofe that many others. may have exiftence, of which we gained. 
no knowledge. By what may be colle€ted from our inquiries, Snug-cor- 
ner cove, and the paffage to it from the ocean, feem to be the leaft liable 
to thefe objections of all places of fhelter which the found affords.. The 
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place of our anchorage in port Chalmers, can only be confidered as a 
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fmall cove in a rugged rocky coaft; fo very difficult of accefs or egrels, U——- 


that our utmoft vigilance in founding was unequal to warn us of the rock 
on which the fhip grounded, and which is fituated N. 72 w. from the north 
point of the harbour, diftant one mile; and n. 6 £. from the woody iflet, 
at about the fame diftance, having between it and the iflet the fouth paflage 
rock, with two fhoals; on founding, (whilft the {hip was aground) towards 
the north paflage rock, another fhoal was difcovered in that direCtion 
about half a mile off, fhoaling fuddenly from about 12 to 4 fathoms, at 
about two thirds flood. At the moment the fhip ftruck I thought fhe had 
been on the bed of kelp laid down in Mr. Portlock’s {ketch, which I had 
fearched for in vain; but on comparing the fituations, I found that that 
where we had been ftopped in our progrefs appeared to be confiderably 
to the fouth-weft; hence it is very probable that there may be more of 
‘thefe Jatent dangers exifting in this neighbourhood, whofe fituation re- 
quire the moft attentive vigilance to difcover and avoid; of thefe it had 
been our Jot to fall in with four in the fpace of as many miles, which 
had remained unnoticed not only by former vifitors, but by our com- 
panion alfo; and fince accident alone brought them to our knowledge, 
the prefumption is greatly in favor of the above opinion, and renders ‘the 
navigating this fouthern paflage into prince Walliam’s found, infinitely 
more intricate and unpleafant than had before been imagined. For the 
particulars of fuch information as we were able to colleét, I beg leave 
‘to refer to the annexed fketch, where it will alfo be found, that what 1s 
called Stockdale’s harbour is only a bay full of rocks, and of courfe was 

not worthy of any particular examination. 
_ Inthe neighbourhood of port Chalmers, the country as high up the 
fides of the mountains as vegetation extended, was in moft. places free 
from {now before we quitted that anchorage, and afforded us an oppor- 
tunity of forming fome judgment on the nature of the foil; which, from 
the diverfity of furface in plains, and fpaces clear of trees, prefented a 
pleafing verdant appearance to the eye; but on a more attentive examl- 
nation it proved to bein moft places an intire morafs, compofed of.a very 
poor black moorifh earth, formed apparently of decayed vegetables, not 
Cc2 fufficiently 
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fufficiently decompofed to produce any thing but a variety of coarfe 


_—s mofles, a fhort fpiry grafs, a few cranberry, and fome other plants of a 


dwarfifh ftunted growth; fome of thefe morafies compofe the fides of 
the hills, and although thefe had confiderable inclination, yet they had 
the property of retaining the water to a very deceitful and unpleafant 
degree; exhibiting an apparently dry, verdant furface, which when 
walked upon funk to nearly half leg deep in water. The foil from 


whence the forefts have fprung is of fimilar materials, and not reduced 


to a more perfeét mould; but this generally covers a rocky foundation, 


from whence pine trees feem to derive gteat nourifhment, as very large 


ones had frequently been found growing from out of the naked: rock, 
Thofe about this harbour did not grow with the fame luxuriance as at the 
place from whence our fore-yard had been procured, about 5 leagues to 
the fouth-weft, but compofed rather a dwarfifh foreft; which, although 
producing many of the common berry bufhes, cannot be confidered as 
much interrupted with underwood. The fhores are in general low, and as 
has been already obferved, very fwampy in many places, on which the fea 
appears to be making more rapid incroachments than I ever before faw, 
or heard of. Many trees had beencut down fince thefe regions had been 
firft vifited by Europeans; this was evident by the vifible effetts of the axe 
and faw ; which we concluded had been produced whilft Meffrs. Portlock 
and Dixon were here, feven years before our arrival; as the ftumps of the 
trees were {li]] remaining on the earth where they had originally grown, but 
were now many feet below the high water mark, even of neap tides. A 
narrow low projecting point of land behind which we rode, had not long 
fince afforded fupport to fome of the largeft pine trees in the neighbour — 
hood, but it was now overflowed by every tide; and excepting two of the 
trees which ftill put forth a few leaves, the whole were reduced to naked, 
dead white flumps, by the incroachment of the fea water to their roots; 
and fome ftumps of trees, with their roots {till faft in the ground, were 
alfo found in no very advanced ftate of decay nearly as low down as the 

low water of fpring tides. 
The only fifh we obtained in this port was a few indifferent crabs 
from the fhores. About the outfkirts of the woods we procured a little 
wild 
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wild celery, and the fpruce beer that was here brewed far exceeded in 
excellence any we had before made upon the coaft. Our fportf{men pro- 
cured a few geefe, ducks, goofanders, and other aquatic birds, which 
proved very acceptable; to thefe were added an old black bear, but al- 
though we were living on falted provifions, its flefh did not feem to be 
much relifhed. 

Our fituation did not permit us to become much acquainted with 
the native inhabitants of the country; for excepting thofe who had vi- 
fited us near the fouth point of Montagu ifland, none of them ap- 
proached the fhip; nor did Mr. Whidbey, although he coafted near 
four hundred and twenty miles of the fhores of the peninfula and conti- 
nent, meet with more than thirteen of the Indians; he did not fee any of 
their habitations, nor any of thofe deferted villages that we had been accuf- 
tomed to find in every other part of the coaft. From whence it is evident, 
that the population of this large found is very inconfiderable when com- 
pared with its extent; for if we admit, that all thofe feen by both the fur- 
veying parties, and the four that vifited the fhip, were all different per- 
fons, the total number of people amounted only to.two hundred and 
eighty-one of all defcriptions, exclufive of the few we faw amongft the 
Ruffians at port Etches, who moft probably belonged to the village that 
Mr. Johnftone had vifited. This number appears to be infinitely fhort of the 
_ computation made by Mr. Meares and other vifitors; and hence it might 
-poflibly be inferred, that fince the period of their vifits the number of the 
inhabitants had greatly diminifhed, and that the caufe of this depopulation 
was to be afcribed to the Ruffian progrefs; an inference which would 
derive fome fupport from the circumftance of our having found feveral 
old graves, but only one that appeared to have been recently: con- 
firuéted, This idea however may be eafily combated, as I am well 
perfuaded that the prefent flate of population in thefe regions differs 
but little from what had been found to be the cafe on their being firft 
difcovered by Captain Cook, who {pent eight days in and paffing thréugh 
this found; during which time the soe of the inhabitants who itiead 
the veflels under his command, did not exceed one hundred different per- 
fons of all ages, and of both fexes, Since thofe were moft probably the firft 
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European veffels that had ever entered the found, as none of the na- 
tives were afraid to approach the veflels, it is natural to fuppofe that 
objects fo fingular and unaccountable would attraét the attention of every 
individual, who could find either an opportunity to gratify his curiofity, 
or to traffic for thofe commodities which were efteemed amongft them as 
articles of valuable acquifition, little doubt can exift that a large propor- 
tion of the inhabitants at that time made their appearance. Our not 
having feen any deferted habitations ftrongly fupports this opinion, and 
the circumftance of the antiquity of all the graves met with on the 
weltern fide of the inlet, may have been occafioned by the natives of late 
years having been more confined to the eaftern parts of the found, for 
the convenience of tranfaéting their commercial bufinefs with their Eu- 
ropean vifitors, who have uniformly made thofe parts their rendezvous. 
TI would not however wifh to be underftood to mean, that the Ruffian 
eftablifhments in this country had not coft fome blood, becaufe I have 
been informed by themfelves, that both Ruffians and Indians had fallen in 


effeCting their purpofe, though neither in any confiderable numbers ; but 


my reafon for alludmg to this fubjeét is, to pomt out that the population 
of this country appears to have been greatly over-rated by thofe gen- _ 
tlemen who have vifited it fince Captain Cook’s time; fince, according — 
to their eflimation, it would now appear to be reduced to one half its for- 
mer number of inhabitants. 
Mr. Meares obferves, that thefle people have no towns, villages, or 
fixed places of abode; im this refpect he was certainly not well informed, 
and may poflibly have lain under the fame difadvantage with regard to 
the numerous and powerful nations which he confiders as being in their 
neighbourhood. The general appearance of the adjacent countries gave 
us every reafon to believe that thefe regions were very thinly inhabited. - 
It was remarked, that during the furveying excurfions not a fingle fea 


otter, and but very few whales or feals had been feen; and that the wild 


fowl were not met with in that plenty during Mr. Whidbey’s, as in Mr, 
Johnftone’s, expedition. ; 


This being the amount of what had principally occurred refpeéting the 


natural 
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natural flate of prince William’s found, I have to regret very much our 
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want of knowledge of the Ruffian language, becaufe the refults of all our a 


mquiries, concerning the objeét of that power, in extending its immenfe 
empire to thefe diftant and inhofpitable fhores, became a that caufe in 
a great meafure nugatory, vague, or contradiétory. We however clearly 
underftood, that the Ruffian government had little to do with thefe fettle- 
ments ; that they were folely sigs the direétion and fupport of indepen- 
dent mercantile companies ; and that port Etches, which had been efta- 
blifhed in the courfe of the preceding fummer, was then their moft eaftern 
fettlement on the American coaft; but Iwas not able to learn the number 
of different ftations they had, though I underftood from Mr. Smyloff, that 
the total of Ruffians employed between this port and Oonalafhka, both in- 
clufive; were about four hundred. This number, it fhould feem, is amply 
{ufficient for the accomplifhment of the purpofe they have in view; as 
not the leaft attention whatever is paid to the cultivation of the land, or 
to any other object but that of colleéting furs, which is principally done 
by the Indians, whofe fervices they have completely fecured, and whofe 
implicit confidence they. have intirely gained; particularly thofe of Cook’s 
“inlet, and the iflands of and to the fouth-weft of the Kodiak; the adja- 
cent continent they reprefent as a fteril and uninhabited country. Al- 
though we could not gratify our curiofity to the extent I could have 
wifhed refpeéting the fituation ,of the Ruflians, yet I could not avoid 
feeling a degree of fatisfaétion in obferving the comfortable manner in 
which they feem to live amongtft thefe untutored children of nature; ha- 
ving gained them over to be obedient to their wifhes, they appear to 
maintain their influence not by fear, as their conquerors, but by having 
found the way to their hearts, and by fecuring an affectionate regard. 
This was manifefted in all their tranfactions, though more efpecially in their 
intercourfe with the people of Cook’s inlet and the Kodiak ; many of whom, 
the women as well as the men, are retained in the fervice of the Ruflians, 
who {peak of their attachment and fidelity in the higheft terms of praife and 
approbation, and indifcriminately employ them with their own parties on 
bufinefs of the moft confidential importance. The natives of prince Wil- 
ham’s found, however, do not appear. to fhare the good opinion of the 
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Ruffians in an equal degree; but whether this may arife from a difference 
in their difpofitions, or whether it be owing to the Ruffians having come 
more recently amongft them, and that a fufficient intercourfe had not 
yet induced them to fubmit to a docile and confidential fubordination,, 
we could not correétly determine. Although, from the converfation of 
the Ruffians, the former would appear to be the cafe, yet the Ruflians 
feemed to repofe the greateft confidence in the party Mr. Johnftone met 
with at the large Indian village, and to refign themfelves completely 
to.their power. This meafure might probably be indifpenfably requt- 
fite for carrying into effeét their commercial purfuits, which*cannot fail 
of being highly advantageous to the Ruffian adventurers, who it is rea- 
fonable to expeét may be enabled to difpofe of the furs thus colleéted at 
a much better market in the northern parts of China; and this after hay- 
ing procured them at a much more reafonable rate than either the Euro- 
pean or American traders could poffibly have done; firft becaufe they 
are competitors, and fecondly becaufe they have only one place in the 
moft fouthern parts of China to refort to as a market; where the 
Canton merchants purchafe the furs nearly at their own price, and moft 
probably infinitely under their real value. 

It is very poffible that no other people will hereafter be fo well able to 
carry on this valuable traffic as the Ruffians, who, being natives of a fri- 
gid region and naturally a hardy race, and little acquainted with the luxu- 
ries of their more fouthern neighbours, have in thefe refpeéts greatly 
the advantage over all other civilized nations. Without deviating much 
from the habits and praétices continued from their earlieft infancy, the 
Ruffians can readily adopt many of the Indian cuftoms, by which means 
the manners of the two people become much affimilated. ‘This is greatly 
furthered by their partaking of the fame fort of food, and wearing the 
fame fort of clothing. Their external appearance differs little from the 
natives; and with refpect to the- principal occupations of the Indians, 
fuch as hunting and fifhing, the Ruffian, who has no better means 
of pafling away his time, for we fearcely faw a book of any defcription’ 
amongit them, 1s moft likely able, from_ his fuperior knowledge, to 
afford them in thefe purfuits fome inftruction that may tend to render 
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thofe exercifes more interefting and advantageous. Thefe, together with 
fome ufeful utenfils, and a few articles of ornament or luxury now 


and then given to the Indians, fecure to the Ruffian at leaft the charaéter, 


of a defirable companion; and who from his fuperior weapons and 
knowledge in the art of war, when once a good underftanding fhall be 
thoroughly eftablifhed amongft them, will be enabled to prote€t them 
againft any neighbouring foe; and the reward he will demand for fuch 
important fervices will be no more than the {kins (of little or no value to 
the natives) of thofe animals, which they have moft probably been ac- 
cuftomed to take rather for the fake of their flefh than for any other 
purpofe. The habits and general conduét of the Ruffians are not very 
likely to be adopted by any other maritime nation, there being few I 
believe who could retire to thefe frigid regions, and completely fubmit 
toa life fo very foreign to the manners and cuftoms of the civilized world. 
The intereft that the Indians feem to take in the fuccefs and welfare of 
the Ruffians, originates in principles of attachment and regard which do 


not appear likely to be eafily removed by the influence of ftrangers to the — 


prejudice of the Ruffian commercial intereft, and which from the prac- 
tice of the prefent day may probably be ftrengthened in the fucceeding 
generations; for although the Ruffians did not appear to us either ftu- 
dious or learned, yet it was underftood, that in all their eftablifhments 
the children of the natives are taken at an early age to apartments pro- 
vided on purpofe, where they are maintamed and educated in the Ruf- 


fian language, and no doubt inftruéted in fuch principles as are moft 
likely hereafter to be advantageoufly dire&ted to the interefts of that — 


nation. 

Thefe circumftances, with a few others that will appear under we 
head of general obfervations, are the refult of the information procured 
during our intercourfe with the native or foreign inhabitants of thefe re- 
gions; but as our fituation and means of communication, allowed of but 
few opportunities for acquiring fatisfa€tory intelligence, the whole I truft 
will be received with indulgence, as an humble endeavour to tranfmit 
all the light I received on a fubje€t, which in a commercial point of view 
may be interefting to perfons concerned in fimilar occupations. 
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The favorable breeze with which we had failed out of prince Wil- 
liam’s found did us but little fervice, as it was foon fucceeded by a calm, 
which in a few hours was followed by a s.w. wind, with rainy unplea- 
fant weather. In the afternoon of faturday we were within about 4 
leagues of Kaye’s ifland; the wind then veered round and fixed in the 
eaftern quarter, attended with fome variety both as to its force and di- 


rection, again{ft which we plied to fo little purpofe, that although every — 


advantage that offered was embraced in the morning of the 26th, yet the 
fouth point of Kaye’s ifland, which after Sir Andrew Snape Hamond, I 
have diftinguifhed by the name of Cape Hamonp, bore by compafs 
N.16E., 10 leagues diftant. After about five hours calm, a light breeze 
{prang up from the weftward, attended by fair pleafant weather; the va- 
riation of the furveying compafs was at this time obferved to be 29° 29! 
eaftwardly ; to this favorable gale we fpread all our canvas, and directed 
our courfe towards cape Suckling. At noon the obferved latitude was 
59° 33, longitude 215° 26’; in this fituation the high land of cape Suck- 


ling bore by compafs nN. 23 £., and cape Hamond, N. 13 £. This cape, 


according to feveral obfervations made whilft beating off it, and all agree- 
ing extremely well, 1s fituated im latitude 59° 482’, longitude 215° 51’. In 
Captain Cook’s laft voyage, vol. 1. page 350, this very confpicuous 
cape is ftated to be in longitude 216° 58’, but in the chart it is placed in 
215° 3’; from Captain Cook’s fituation on the preceding day in longi- 
tude 215°56’, he defcribes Kaye's ifland to be 5 or 6 leagues to the 
weftward, hence the latter, or longitude 215° 9’, is to be taken as the 
longitude then affigned to it; and this made our obfervations for’ the 


longitude vary lefs from Captain Cook’s, than on the coaft further to the 


weftward. 


The difference in longitude between Captain Cook’s calculations and bi 


ours, appeared to decreafe as we advanced to the eaftward; for at cape 


Elizabeth it was 1°8', at cape Hinchinbrook it was 54’, but at cape | 
Hamond it was only 48’. In the evening we pafled cape Suckling, — 


which was found to be fituated in latitude 60° 1’, longitude 216° 195 
and as it was my Intention to recommence our furvey of the coaft from 
that point, we proceeded along it within about 2 leagues of the fhore; 

which 
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which fhot out into fmall projeGting points, with alternate low clilly, or 
white fandy, beaches, being the termination of a border of low woodland 
country, extending fome diftance within, until it joins the foot of a clofe- 
conneéted chain of lofty frozen mountains, which is a continuation of 
. the fame range that had been conftantly obferved to extend from the 
head of Cook’s inlet, along the northern boundary of Prince William’s 
found. From thefe low projefting points, fome fhoals ftretch into the 
ocean; one of thefe we paffed about two in the morning, at the diftance 
of about four miles, without gaining foundings, with 35 fathoms of line ; 
it extends in a foutherly dire€tion, two miles from a low point of land 
that forms the weft point of a bay apparently very fhoal, and from the 
quantity of white muddy water, that flowed from it into the fea, we 
concluded it to be the outlet of the floods formed on the low land, by 
the diffolving ice and fnow on the fides of the neighbouring mountains ; 
which at this feafon of the year muft be copious, as our thermometers 
were generally between 50 and 65, and the elevated parts of the coaft 
were ftill covered with fnow, as low down as where the pine trees be- 
gan to grow. From the weit point of this bay, in latitude 60° 34’, lon- 
 gitude 216° 57’, the fhore, towards cape Suckling, makes a {mall bend to 
the north-weftward, but the general direétion of the coaft 1s nearly eaft 
and weft, and appeared to us to be firm and compaét. 

At fix in the morning the wefterly wind died away, and the weather 
remained calm, or nearly fo, until noon, during which time we drifted 
a few miles to the eaftward, and fhoaled our water from 60 to 42 fa- 
thoms, without appearing to approach the fhore ; our obfervations fhew- 
ed the latitude to be 59° 57’, longitude 217° 46’; at this time the weftern- 
moft land in fight bore by compafs s. 60 w. ; afmall opening in the beach, 
which, from the muddy water flowing from it, was evidently the entrance 
into a lagoon or fhallow rivulet, n. 66 w., diftant nine miles ; the neareft 
fhore, which is an abrupt cliff at the extremity of a range of hills that 
ftretch as it were perpendicularly to the bafe of the mountains, intercept- 
ing the low border, and terminating at the fea-fide n.g w., diftant five 
or fix miles; and the eafternmoft land in fight, which is low, and appa- 
rently a projecting point, N. 54 £. 

Dde2 Our 
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Our fair and pleafant weather ceafed with the wefterly wind; this was 
fucceeded in the afternoon by a heavy and gloomy atmofphere, parti- 
cularly over the land, which, excepting on the border and lower hills, 
was enveloped ina dreary obf{curity ; the wind was light in the fouthern 
board, and enabled us to make fome little progrefs along the coaft, and - 
though we increafed our diftance from it, yet the depth of water decreafed | 
to 35 fathoms; the night was moftly calm, or attended with light vari- — 
able winds, and the depth of water from 35 to 49 fathoms. By noon the 
next day the wind blewa frefh gale from the N.£., accompanied with fqualls 
and paffing fhowers of rain. The obferved latitude 59° 51’, the longitude 
218° 17’, the depth of water was about go fathoms ; in this fituation the land, 
though but indiftinGly feen, bore by compafs as follows: the wefternmoft 
part w. by N.; the above low projetting point, being the neareft fhore, 
N.25W., eight miles diftant; a high abrupt cliffy point forming the 
weft point of a bay, bounded by a folid body of ice or frozen {now, 
N. 21 E. From the eaftern fide of this icy bay, the coaft, formed of 
low, or rather moderately-elevated land, extended to N. 64 £. spa, 
which, high diftant fhowy mountains were feen N. 67 E. | 

laceairite: thefe adverfe winds, which almoft con{tantly attended us, we : 
were obliged to ply; but as at times they varied their direétion a little; 
we gained fome {mall advantage, fo that by ten o’clock on funday fore-. 
noon we tacked in 29 fathoms, within a league of the eaft point of the 
above icy bay, which I named Pornt Riou. It is low, well wooded, 
with a {mall iflet detached at a little diftance to the weftward of it. Eaft- 
ward from the fteep cliffs that terminate this bay, and from whence the ~ 
ice defcends into the fea, the coaft is again compofed of a {pacious mar- | 
gin of low land, rifing with a gradual and uniform afcent to the foot.of | 
the ftill conneéted chain of lofty mountains, whofe fummits are but the 
bafe from whence mount St. Elias towers, majeftically confpicuous im re-. 


-gions of perpetual froft. The obferved latitude at noon was 59°45’, 


longitude 219° 0’; in this fituation the wefternmoft land in fight by 
compafs bore N.85 w.; point Riou, N.23 w.; diftant g miles, from 
whence low land extended to n.558. The wind ftill continued in the 
eaftern board, but was no longer favorable to our progrefs; for in turn- 
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ing to windward from this ftation we loft ground until tuefday morning, 
when alight breeze, attended by ferene pleafant weather, fprang up from 
the weftward, with which our courfe was direéted for the low land to the 
eaftward of point Riou. At noon, the obferved latitude was 59° 39’, lon- 
gitude 219° 15’, and the variation of the compafs was in the morning 
30° 20’ eafterly. The moft weftern land in fight at this time bore by com- 
pafs welt; point Riou, N. 54 w.; the neareft fhore, N. 21 w., diftant feven 
miles. This is a low projeéting point of land, fituated according to our 
obfervations in latitude 59° 47’, and longitude 219° 17’; a point which 
I named Point Mansy, and which I took to be the weft point of what 
in Mr. Dixon’s chart is called Admiralty bay, bore n. 399 £., diftant 7 
leagues ; beyond which, high diftant {nowy mountains were feen {tretching 
to N.80£. As weadvanced along the coaft from point Riou the coun- 
try became lefs woody, and beyond the low projeéting point it feemed 
only to produce a brownifh vegetation, which further to the eaftward in- 
tirely difappeared, and prefented a naked barren country, compofed 
apparently of loofe unconneéted ftones of different magnitudes. 

The weather was fine, and the wind being favorable we made a plea- 


fant progrefs along the coaft, which continued to be a low compaét bor- 


der of plain land; this, towards point Manby, gradually put on a more 
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verdant and fertile appearance, and to the eaftward of that point the coun- - 


try was again well wooded. In the evening we pafled point Manby, and 
faw to the £.N.E. the iflands that form port Mulgrave, for which we fteer- 
ed in queft of the Chatham, but made little progrefs, as the favorable breeze 
again deferted us, and was fucceeded by a calm. At ten at night we 
heard the report of a gun in the direétion of port Mulgrave, which was 
immediately anfwered, concluding it to be fired from our confort; this 
conjeCture proved to be correét, as by four the next morning we were 
vifited by Mr. Manby, the mafter of the Chatham, in one of the Kodiak 
Indian canoes, attended by two others. The Indians had reported that 
a fhip was near the coaft, and our having anfwered their gun the pre- 
ceding evening, left little doubt on board the Chatham of our being ar- 
rived; and under a fuppofition that it might be my intention to enter 
port Mulgrave, Mr. Manby had come off for the purpofe of conduéting 
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us thither. By a letter from Mr. Puget I became informed that the 
Chatham had reached port Mulgrave on the goth of june, having com- 
pleted the examination of the continental {hore from cape Hinchinbrook 
to that ftation, where he had found George Portoff (the Ruffian men- 
tioned in Cook’s inlet,) with nine of his countrymen, and nine hundred 


Kodiak and Cook’s inlet Indians under his direétions, having extended — 


their excurfions in their fmall {kin canoes thus far, in queft of fea otter 
and other {kins. 

The pleafantnefs of the weather was much interrupted by the decline 
of the wefterly wind; and we had now faint variable breezes between north 
and s.£., attended with drizzling rain and thick mifty weather, that almoft 
ob{cured the land from our view. Whilft we were in this fituation, the 
canoes that had come with Mr. Manby contrived to get unobferved at a 
diftance from the fhip; and when called back, inftead of returning made 
the beft of their way to the fhore. This unpleafant weather, with alter- 
nate calms, continued until two in the afternoon, when a gentle breeze 
{prang up from the N.w.; butas by this time we had drifted too far to 
the eaftward of cape Phipps to fetch into port Mulgrave, and as I had no 
inducement from Mr. Puget’s communications to give up the advantage 
of the then favorable breeze for proceeding along the coaft, we hauled as 
near to cape Phipps as the wind would allow, and after firing fome guns 
to announce our fituation to the Chatham, we bore away along the 
coaft, which from port Mulgrave is compofed of a low border, well 
wooded, extending from the bafe of the mountains into the fea. The 
feafon of the year not requiring that we fhould lie to, to wait the return 
of the day for carrying our furvey into execution, we continued under 
an eafy fail, in expe€tation of the Chatham overtaking us ; but this was 


not the cafe, nor was our favorable gale, of long duration. On thurfday 


morning the wind was again variable in the eaftern quarter, againft 
which, as ufual, we plied, but to little purpofe. At ten in the forenoon 
a {trange fail was defcried to the eaftward, and at noon the obferved la- 
titude was 59°6’, longitude 221°10.. In this fituation the coaft was 
feen extending by compafs from N.w. to s. 82 £.; its neareft part N.E., 
about 3 leagues diftant; the fhores ftill continued to be covered with 
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wood, were low, and appeared to be much inundated, and the waters 
found their way to the fea in fhallow rivulets, through two or three 
breaks in the beach. 

The {trange fail came up, and joined us in the afternoon. She proved 
to be the Jackall, commanded by Mr. Brown. This veffel had vifited 
thefe parts of the coaft the two preceding fummers, as a tender belong- 
ing to the Butterworth, then under the command of this gentleman, but 
at the conclufion of the feafon in 1793, fhe had been difpatched to- 
wards England, with direétions to fifh for whales and feals in pafling 
through the pacific ocean, and at Staten land, where Mr. Brown had 
formed a temporary eftablifhment. With this veffel, and the Prince le 
Boo his other tender, Mr. Brown had gone to Canton, from whence 
he had departed on the 24th of february; and after having a very tedious 
paffage, he had reached this coaft on the goth of the preceding month, 
with the intention of proceeding to Crofs found ; but not having been able 
to procure an obfervation for feveral days, he was fteering to the north- 
weit for that place; this miftake was now correéted, and as there was not 
much profpect of our ftopping before we fhould reach Crofs found, Mr. 
Brown offered to accompany us thither. From him we received the 
lateft accounts of the ftate of Europe that had appeared in China before 
his failing. Thefe contained, not only the melancholy imtelligence of the 
death of Louis XVI. and of the anarchy which exifted in France, but 
likewife of her declaration of war againft England, and of the attempts 
which the difcontented were making in Great Britain, by the promul- 
gation of French doétrines, to fubvert our ineftimable conftitution. The 
operation of fuch unwelcome and unexpetted tidings, breaking as it 
were froma cloud upon the minds of perfons fo little prepared to re- 
ceive them, will be infinitely eafier for the reader to ‘conceive than for 
me to defcribe, and I fhall therefore only fay, that they became the fub- 
jets of our moft ferious and painful refle€tion. 

Both wind and weather was very unpleafant; the former fettled on 
friday in a fouth-eafterly gale, attended by a heavy f{well, with fqualls 
and dark rainy weather, which reduced us to clofe-reefed topfails. We 
feparated from the Jackall, and attempted to beat to windward, but loft 
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ground until the 6th ; when, after fome hours calm, we were favored in 


the morning with a gentle breeze from the N.w., and a return of plea- 
fant weather. We had now an extenfive view of the fea coaft, ftretch- 
ing by compals from s.77 w. to N.86., within which limits mount 
St. Elias and mount Fairweather rofe magnificently confpicuous, from 
the ftill-continued range of lofty fnowy mountains. This favorable’ 
gale foon enabled us to recover the ground we had loft, and by noon 
we reached the latitude of 59° 9’, longitude 221° 41’, and the variation in 
the afternoon was 91° 26’ eaftwardly. In this fituation mount St. Elias, 
being the wefternmoft land in fight, bore by compafs N.73 w.; mount 
Fairweather was at this time obfcured by clouds; the neareft fhore, 
which was near a narrow fhallow opening into a lagoon, E.N.E. diftant 
feven miles ; and the eafternmoft land in fight s. 85. The part of the 
coaft off which we had been thus cruifing fince the preceding thurfday, 


appeared from its latitude, and relative fituation with thefe two very 


con{picuous mountains, to be that part where Captain Cook fuppo- ~ 
fed that Beering had anchored, and to which he gave the name of 
Beering, fuppofing it to be a bay, with an ifland covered with wood 
lying off its fouthern point. But in this neighbourhood no fuch bay 
or ifland exifts, and Captain Cook muft have been led into the mif- 
take by the great diftance at which he faw this coaft; in confequence 
of which he was prevented noticing the extenfive border of low land’ 
that ftretches from the foot of the vaft range of lofty mountains, and 
forms the fea fhore. The irregularity of the bafe of thefe mountains, which 
retire in fome places to a confiderable diftance, and efpecially in the part 
now alluded to, would, on a more remote view than we had taken, Jead’ 
the moft cautious obferver to confider the appearances in the coaft, as 
indicating deep bays, or openings likely to afford tolerable, and even good 
fhelter ; and had it not been for the information we had previoufly re- 
ceived from Mr. Brown, who had been clofe in with thefe fhores, we 
fhould have ftill fuppofed, until thus far advanced, that we had Beering’s 
bay in view, with the ifland lying near its fouth-eaftern pomt. This de- 
ception is occafioned by a ramification of the mountains ftretching to- 
wards the ocean, and terminating in a perpendicular cliff, as if at the 
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fea fide; having a more elevated part of the low border, covered with 
wood, lying to the fouth-weft of it; the former ata diftance, appears to 
form the eaft point of an extenfive bay, and the latter, an ifland lying off 
from it; but both thefe are at the diftance of fome miles from the fea fhore, 
which from port Mulgrave to this {tation takes a general diretion about 
s.65 £. and is chiefly compofed of a very low traét of land, terminating 
in fandy beaches; over which, from the maft head, were feen confiderable 
pools, or lagoons of water, communicating with the ocean by fhallow 
breaks in the beach; acrofs all of which, the fea broke with much vio- 
lence. Where this low country was not interfeéted by the inland waters, 
it was tolerably well wooded; but as we advanced to the eaftward, this 
border became lefs extenfive, was more elevated, much lefs covered with 
wood, and fer a few miles totally deftitute of either wood or verdure ; 
and like that part before noticed between point Riou and point Manby, 
was compofed of naked rugged fragments of rocks of various magnitudes, 
lying as it were in the front of mount Fairweather, like thofe on the fhore 
before mount St. Elias. 

The bafe of this lofty range of mountains now gradually approached 
the fea fide; and to the fouthward of cape Fairweather, it may be faid to 
be wafhed by the ocean; the interruption in the fummit of thefe very ele- 
vated mountains mentioned by Captain Cook, was likewife confpicuoufly 
evident to us as we failed along the coaft this day, and looked like a 
plain compofed of a folid mafs of ice or frozen fnow, inclining gradually 
towards the low border; which from the fmoothnefs, uniformi.y, and 

_clean appearance of its furface, conveyed the idea of extenfive waters 
having once exifted beyond the then limits of our view, which had paffed 


over this deprefled part of the mountains, until their progrefs had been. 


flopped by the feverity of the climate, and that by the accumulation of 
fucceeding {now, freezing on this body of ice, a barrier had become formed, 
that had prevented fuch waters from flowing into the fea. This is not the 
only place where we had noticed the like appearances; fince pafling the 
icy bay mentioned on the 28th of june, other valleys had been feen 
ftrongly refembling this, but none were fo extenfive, nor was the furface 
of any of them fo clean; moft of them appearing to be very dirty. Ido not 
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however mean to’affert, that thefe inclined planes of ice muft have been’ 


formed by the pafling of inland waters thus ito: the ocean, as’ the ele- 
vation of them, which muft be many hundred yards above the level of 
the fea, and their having been doomed for ages to perpetual froft, operate’ 
much againft this reafoning; but one 1s naturally led, on contemplating 
any phenomenon out of the ordinary courfe of nature, to form fome con- 
jecture, and to hazard fome opinion as to-its origin, which on the prefent. 
occafion is rather offered for the purpofe of defcribing: its appearance, 
than accounting for the caufe of its exiftence. About fix in the evening, 
we paffed within about half aleague of cape F airweather, fituated according 
to our obfervations in latitude 58° 504’, longitude 222° 20’. This cape 
cannot be confidered as a very confpicuous promontory; it is moft dif- 
tinguifhable when feen from the fouthward, as the land to the weft of it 
retires a few miles back to the north, and there forms a bend in the coaft, 
which is the moft confpicuous point we noticed, eaftward from cape — 
Phipps. It is terminated by a low bluff cliff, on a fandy beach; near 
which are a few detached rocks. At eight in the evening mount St. 
Elias bore by compafs nN. 734 w., and mount Fairweather, N. 10 E.; the 
length of time we had been in fight of thefe very remarkable lofty moun- 
tains, afforded us many obfervations for afcertaining their fituation; whence 
the former appeared to be im latitude 60° 224’, longitude 219° 21’, and 
25 miles from the neareft fea fhore, which is that of Icy bay; the latter . 

in latitude 58° 57’, longitude 222° 47’, and 9 miles from the fea fhore. 
The favorable breeze continuing with delightfully pleafant weather, and 
having the advantage of day-light, nearly the whole of the twenty-four 
hours, we were enabled to keep within 5 miles of the coaft, which was now 
again well wooded, and from cape Fairweather took a direétion s. AQ E.3 
it 1s fleep and intire, with the exception of one fmall opening, that 
had the appearance of being likely to afford fhelter for fhipping; but it 
is completely bounded at a little diftance by fteep compaét mountains, 
which are a continuation of the fame undivided range ftretching to the 
eaftward. ~Until paft eleven at night mount St. Elias was yet within our 
vifible horizon, appearing like a lofty mountain ; although at this time, it 
was at the diftance of one hundred and fifty geographical miles; it was’ 
2 however 
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however foon obfcured by a thick haze gathering on the coaft, which by 
four o’clock on monday morning became a low thick fog; above which, 
the fummits of the nearer mountains were not only vifible but perfectly 
clear, whilft the fhores were intirely hidden from our fight. This cir- 
cumftance obliged us to haul our wind, and to wait for a more favorable 
opportunity to proceed in our examination; this by feven o’clock was 
again refumed, direéting our courfe for a very confpicuous high bluff 
promontory, which, as we fuppofed, proved to be the welt point of en- 
trance into Crofs found; named by me in honor of Lord Spencer, Care 
Spencer. The wind being faint, our progrefs was flow along the 
coaft, compofed of a fteep woody fhore, much indented with coves or 
bays, of a hilly and uneven furface, with fome rocks and rocky iflets, 
{cattered about it at the diftance of about a mile. The obferved latitude 
at noon was 58°14’, longitude 223° 21’; the wefternmoft part of the 
coaft then bearing by compals nN. 47 w.; the outermoft of the above 
rocky iflets v.65. diftant 2 miles; cape Spencer Nn. 59 £., off which hie 
fome rocks that extend about half a league; and the eafternmoft part of 

the coaft in fight, s. 85 £. | 
Shortly after noon, we were vifited by a few of the inhabitants in a ca- 
noe, who without much hefitation came alongfide, but none of them 
would venture on board, without a hoftage being fent into their canoe 
as a fecurity for their fafe return. As thefe people were likely to be- 
come our frequent vifitors, during the time we might find occafion to 
remain in this neighbourhood, their requeft was complied with; and on 
one of our feamen going into their canoe an Indian came on board, to 
whom I gave fuch things as were likely to be acceptable, and to encou- 
rage them in friendly offices. This treatment feemed to operate agree- 
ably to my wifhes, for the Indian remained on board fome time to all 
appearance perfeétly eafy and reconciled, until a breeze from the s, w. 
fprang up, and being favorable to our proceeding into Crofs found, .I 
defired our man to come on board, and made figns to the Indian that he 
fhould return into his canoe; but his countrymen feemed to be very de- 
firous of detaining their new companion, making figns that they wifhed 
to take him on fhore; and it was not until fome threatening figns were 
. E.e2 made 
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made ufe of, mufkets produced, and preparations made for hoifting out 
a boat, that he was permitted to quit the canoe, into which, the Indian 
on board, immediately returned. 

It is not eafy to determine on what were the intentions of thefe people, 
whether they were friendly, or whether otherways inclined; but judging 
from appearances the former would feem to have been the cafe, as 
their behaviour was civil and -orderly, and they were alfo very good 
humoured. No fooner had our man got on board the fhip, than he was 
prefented with a fea otter fkin, and fome other trifles, by a perfon who 
appeared to be the principal or chief of the party, and to whom I made 
a very ample return. After this they departed finging fongs, and we 
proceeded up Crofs found, which isa very fpacious opening in the coaft; 
and as Captain Cook very correétly obferves, branches into feveral arms, 
the largeft appearing to take a northerly direétion. On the furface of 
the water in the found were a great number of {mall, though hard pieces 
of loofe ice; fome of which, at firft fight, oecafioned confiderable alarm, 
irom their ftrong refemblance to fea-beaten rocks, juft level with the 
furface of the water, which had the appearance of breaking over them 
with great violence, and prefented the navigating of this inlet as an ex- 
tremely intricate and difficult tafk; efpecially, as no bottom could be 
reached with 80 and go fathoms of line, clofe to thefe apparent dangers. 
A little time however foon difcovered them to be nothing more than 
dark-coloured and dirty pieces of ice, which left me without any appre- 
henfions for our fafety, and I had afterwards everv reafon to believe that 
this found is free to navigate, and is not incommoded with either rocks 
or fhoals, that are not fufficiently conf{picuous to be eafily avoided. 

The fouth-weft wind was too faint to admit of our reaching a place of 
anchorage on either fhore, and as in the evening it was fucceeded bya calm, 
accompanied by thick foggy weather, we were obliged to fubmit during 
the night to the influence of the exifting tides or currents; not being able 
to gain bottom with 140 fathoms of line, until about eight in the morn- 
ing; when the roaring of the furf on the rocks in an eaftern direétion, 
announced we were faft approaching them; and at that time we gained 


foundings 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


foundings at 46 fathoms; but as the next caft, decreafed the depth to 4o 
fathoms, we immediately anchored on a bottom of fand and mud. 

About ten o’clock in the forenoon the fog difperfed, and we difcovered 
that our fituation was on the eaftern fide of the found, nearly midway 
between two rocks about a mile afunder, and each lying about half a mile 
to the weftward of two points of land, the one forming the north, and 
the other the fouth point of a fpacious harbour, without any vifible dan- 
ger or ob{trution to our entering; and as it appeared to be an eligible 
{tation for the veffels, whilft the boats fhould be employed in the exami- 
nation of this fpacious inlet, Mr. Whidbey was fent to examine, and fix 
upon a convenient fituation. 

About noon the Chatham arrived off the entrance of the found, on 
which Mr. Manby was difpatched, to conduét her to our ftation. Mr. 
Whidbey returned about three o’clock in the afternoon, after having 
found a tolerably convenient cove behind the land that forms the north- 
ern point of the harbour, which is a fmall ifland. This place being 
fufficient to anfwer all our immediate pnrpofes, we loft no time in pro- 
ceeding thither, and juft as the anchor was up, the depth of water fud- 
denly decreafed from 40 to 11 fathoms. The channel was afterwards 
founded but no danger was difcovered, the fhalloweft water being g fa- 
thoms clofe to our former foundings of 11 fathoms, which was found to 
be upon a fmall patch of rocky bottom, with 30 to 4o fathoms all 
around it. We foon reached the cove, and moored in 14 fathoms water, 
{tiff clayey bottom, within about a cable’s length of the fhore; where, in 
‘the evening, the Chatham moored likewile. 

In the courfe of the day we had been vifited by fome of the natives in 
a very civil and friendly manner; they fold us a few fifh, and fome in- 
different fea otter fkins, for our various articles of traffic; but for the 
fkins they preferred old clothes of any defeription, to cloth in the piece. 

As the view we had hitherto obtained of Crofs found had been very 
imperfeét, the next morning I rowed about the found, in order to deter- 
mine on the beft mode of carrying the examination of it into effeét. 
Having left nothing behind us unafcertained without the found, it ap- 
peared to me very evident, that only one boat party could be advan- 

tageoufly 


213 


1794; 
July. 


Wednel. 9. 


214 


1794- 
July: 


Thurlday10. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOWERY 


tageoufly employed, and that the furvey would be a very irkfome and 
tedious tafk, in confequence of the immenfe numbers of large pieces of 
ice that were floating in the found in every direftion. To guard as much 
as poffible againft accidents, I direéted that inftead of two boats as here- 
tofore, three fhould be equipped for this fervice, with a fortnight’s fup- 
ply of provifions, under the direétions of Mr. Whidbey, who had my 
orders to go back to cape Spencer, as we had to that place now traced 
the continental boundary eaftward from Cook’s inlet; and there to com- 
mence and profecute its examination, fo long as their provifions would 
hold out. On this fervice he accordingly departed early on thurfday 


morning, accompanied by Mr. Menzies in the purfuit of botanical re-— 


fearches. Thofe on board were now fully employed in the various fer- 
vices the veffels required: thefe principally confifted in caulking the 
decks and top fides of the Difcovery, brewing {pruce beer, which here 
proved to be extremely good, and in repairing our fails and rigging; 
this latter had now become an objeé&t of our moft ferious attention, and 
called forth all our management and ingenuity, as we had little rope left 
to replace thofe that were by this time worn down to the very laft flage 
of being ferviceable. 

The plan of our operations thus arranged; and having received from 
Mr. Puget, his journal and chart of the coaft, eaftward from Prince Wil- 


liam’s found; I fhall proceed in the following chapter to {tate fuch infor- a 


mation, as was procured during the feparation of the veffels, in which 
it will appear, that I have adopted the name of Beering’s bay, inftead of 
that of Admiralty bay, fo named by Mr. Dixon; this I have done from 
a conviction of its being the place that Beering had vifited, and in con- 
formity with Captain Cook’s intentions, that the bay in which .Beering 


had anchored fhould bear his name; and for the following reafonsalfo,, 


On reference to the chart of Mr. Dixon, who firft named that place Ad- 
miralty bay, another fpacious bay is therein defcribed to the eaftward of it, 
having an ifland lying off its fouth-eaft point, and called Beering’s bay; 


this has evidently been done in conformity to Captain Cook’s chart, for 


the diftance at which Meffrs. Portlock and Dixon paffed the coaft, gave 
them the fame fort of view of it, and precluded their detetting the error 
into 
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| into which Captain Cook had fallen from fimilar circumftances. Captain 


Cook alfo reprefents an extenfive bay to the weftward of Beering’s bay, 
and hence the two charts exa€tly correfpond. I had confidered Mr, 
Dixon’s to have been the firft European veffel that had ever entered that 
bay; but our late minute examination has fhewn, that between cape 


: Suckling, and cape Fairweather, only one fuch bay exifts; and confe- 


quently it muft be that in which Beering had anchored, and:from whence 
at that time he fent Chitrow the mafter of the fleet to reconnoitre the 
bay. “ Chitrow found between fome iflands a convenient anchoring 


_ * place fecure from all winds, but there was no oceafion to make ufe of 


« it."* Now fince port Mulgrave is formed by iflands, and fince it is the 
only place on the coaft between cape Hinchinbrook, and cape Fairweather, 


_ that affords “a convenient anchoring place fecure from all winds”; and 


fince that fituation will be found to correfpond with the latitude affigned 
to Beering’s anchorage, as ftated by Mr. Smyloff to Captain Cook at 
Oonalafhka in o€tober 1788; it is hardly probable that Beering could 
have anchored any where elfe, or that Controllers bay, and Kaye’s ifland, 
could have been the places alluded to in Muller’s account of Beering’s. 
voyage, becaufe that bay is rendered inacceffible by fhoals, and is inca- 
pable of affording any fhelter to fhipping. This bay then, fince no 
other exifts within the limits in queftion, muft be the fame which Cap- 
tain Cook meant to diftinguifh by the name of Beering’s bay, in honor 
of its firft difcoverer; although it is not found to be fituated in the iden- 
tical fpot on the coaft that Captain Cook at that time did fuppofe, but 
further to the north and weft. Had circumftances permitted Captain 
Cook to have approached nearer to thefe fhores on paffing by them, there 
cannot remain a doubt but that this miftake would not have taken place ; 
and in all probability he would not have been fo much at a lofs to have 
reconciled the accounts of the Ruffian difcoveries on this part of Ame- 
rica. For thefe reafons the bay in our chart bears Beering’s name, but 
port Mulgrave, and other places in the bay noticed by Mr. Dixon, re- 
main unaltered. 
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Mr. Puget’s narrative of his tranfattions and furvey of the coaft, between 
Prince William's and Crofs founds ; during the Chatham's feparation from 
the Difcovery. 


THE Chatham on the 12thof june got clear of Prince William’s. 

found, and her courfe was direéted round cape Hinchinbrook along the 
eaftern fide of that ifland, at the diftance of about a league from its 
fhores ; thefe were fomewhat irregularly indented with fmall bays, taking 
a direGtion N. 53 £., about feventeen miles to point Bentinck. About 
2 miles to the fouth of that point, commences the fhoal noticed by Mr. 
Johnftone, as extending acrofs to the oppofite continental fhore of the 
paflage, that he attempted to pafs. This fhoal, not only formed a barrier 
to that paflage, but ftretched in an eaftwardly dire€tion along the exterior 
continental fhore, at the diftance of about five miles, without having either 
break or opening in it. Mr. Puget proceeded along this fhoal at the 
diftance of about two miles from the breakers, the depth from 7 to 9 
fathoms; and having now advanced about 10 or 11 miles from point 
Bentinck, the fhoal, which was chiefly compofed of a dry barren fand, 
though in fome places producing a little verdure, took a more foutherly 
turn, and increafed its diftance from the high land, which extended in a 
more northerly line: that of the fhoal was about s. 41 £., along which, 
Mr. Puget fteered at the diftance of about a league; the depth of water _ 
varying from 44 to g fathoms. By nine in the evening, he had advanced 


~ or 8 leagues along the fhoal, when the favorable breeze being fucceeded . _ 


by light baffling winds, and thick hazy weather, he was obliged to haul | 
off 
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off under an eafy fail, with intention of renewing the examination the 
next morning. This fhoal was obferved to fhoot out into ridges of high 
fand, ftretching from 3 to 6 or 7 miles from the main land, which in fome 
places is compofed of a low fhore, in others of fteep abrupt cliffs ; the 
whole apparently was well wooded, and in two places it had the appear- 
ance of having fall inlets at the back of the fhoal; but the clofe conneé&- 
ed range of lofty {nowy mountains, running nearly parallel to the coaft at 
no great diftance, plainly fhewed the limits of their extent, befide which 
there was no channel through the fhoal, by which they could have been 
approached. Towards midnight, the wind and weather became more un- 
fettled, and at laft produced a {trong gale from the eaftward; this induced 
Mr. Puget to ftand to the fouthward, left it fhould have proved the 
forerunner of one of thofe very unpleafant eafterly ftorms we fo fre- 
quently contended with, and which had fo much retarded the progrefs 
of our refearches in thefe regions; but in the forenoon of the 19th, the 
wind became fteady, and the weather being tolerably well fettled, the 
Chatham again ftood to the northward, and by four in the afternoon 
was again in fight of the continent, prefenting a low fhore, which by 
compafs bore from N.w.to N.£. In about an hour foundings were 
had at the depth of 20 fathoms, and fhortly after the fhoal was again 
feen extending along the coaft, of which the Chatham was within about 
2 miles at feven o’clock, and being at this time in 6 fathoms water fhe 
tacked. The fhoal here formed one conneéted barrier along the coaft, 
extending by compafs from Nn. 66 E. to s. 76 w., as far as could be dif- 
cerned in either point of view; and as the veflel was now, not more than 
2 or 3 leagues to the fouth-eaftward of the place from whence fhe had 
hauled off the preceding evening, there could not be the leaft doubt of 
this being a continuation of the fame fhoal bank. 

The weather being fair, afforded a good opportunity of eae the 
adjacent fhores. At the time Mr. Puget tacked, the ifland lying to the 
north-weft of Kaye’s ifland, which he named Wincuam Isianp, bore 
by compafs nN. 87 E. to. N. 81 £., two rocky iflets lying off the north-weft 
point of Controller’s bay, which after Sir Henry Martin, I called Pornt 
Martin, and is fituated in latitude 60° 132’, longitude 215° 96’; bore, 
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the one N. 59 E., the other N. 52 £., and a {mall apparent opening in 
the main Jand, n.3 £. The fhoal in this point of view, appeared to 
unite with point Martin, and to admit of a paflage between them and 
Kaye’s ifland towards cape Suckling. To afcertain this fact Mr. Puget 
ftood towards Kaye’s ifland, purpofing to pals between it and Wingham 
ifland; but as the wind then blew frefh from the Nn. E£., he plied during 
the night, and the next morning tacked within about a league of point 
Martin, bearing by compafs N.10w., having the cliffy iflets between 
the veffel and that point, with a continuation of the fhoal, which had 
now been traced from Hinchinbrook ifland to this flation; where the 
depth of water was 10 fathoms; yet its termination could not be dif- 
cerned, as it was feen extending towards the fouth-eaft, completely pre- 


venting any communication with | the fhore, and rendering the expected 


paflage to cape Suckling a very doubtful matter. In order to gain fome 
information on this head, Mr. Le Mefurier, one of the midfhipmen, was 
fent in the cutter to examine, whilft the Chatham ftood over to Kaye’s 
land in queft of anchorage, and of a paflage between it and Wingham 
ifland; the latter m a north and fouth direction its about a league long; 
and about a mile broad, forming with the north-welt point of Kaye’s 
land a paflage apparently navigable about a league in width, with res 
gular foundings from 20 to 6 fathoms, until its eaftern extent was 
reached; when the depth fuddenly decreafed to 3 and 2} fathoms. This 


circum{tance compelled Mr. Puget to defift from proceeding until he | 
fhould be better acquainted with the paflage; and on difpatching a boat 


for that purpofe, the depth from ifland to ifland was found not to exceed 
from 2 to 3 fathoms. Inconfequence of this repert, Mr. Puget waited 
for the return of the cutter near the north-weft part of Kaye’s ifland in 7 
fathoms water, its fhores bearing by compafs s.14 w. to N. 38.5.; 


Wingham ifland from N.15 £. to N. 17 w.; the wefternmoft part of the 


main land in fight, N. 47 w., and the neareft fhore, benga fteep green 
point on Kaye’s.ifland, s. 11 w., one mile diftant. 

Towards midnight Mr. Le Mefurier returned, and reported that he 
firft proceeded round the north and eaft fides of Wingham ifland, where, 
clofe to its fhores, he found from 15 to. 109 fathoms water, in a narrow 

channel 
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channel formed by a continuation of the above fhoals, at the diftance of 
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about half a mile to the north and eaft of Wingham ifland, from whence “—-—~ 


he fteered for the northern fide of Kaye’s ifland, with 3 to 5 fathoms 
water: at no great diftance to the north of his courfe, was the edge 
of the fhoal, interfperfed with dry fand banks appearing to unite with the 
main land, which at a confiderable diftance rofe to lofty mountains, and 
formed the boundary of Controller’s bay. From the north-eaft point of 
Kaye’s ifland he proceeded to two {mall iflets, that lie in an eaftern di- 
rection from it, towards cape Suckling. Not far from thefe the depth 
of water was from 4 to 44 fathoms. He then proceeded about 2 miles 
in a northerly direétion, having from 3 to 6 fathoms water near the 
edge of the fhoal, which now appeared to continue to cape Suckling; 
this was the extent of his refearches eaftward, from whence he returned 
by the paflage between Wingham ifland and Kaye’s ifland, with foundings 
from 4 to 6 fathoms, until he reached the fhallow part that had {topped 
the progrefs of the Chatham, over which was not found more than from 
2 to 3 fathoms. So far as Mr. Le Mefurier had gone, there had not 
appeared any impediment to the Chatham’s making a paflage between 


thefe iflands and cape Suckling, which would not only greatly expedite. 


her progrefs along the coaft, but it might prove to future vifitors a de- 
firable circumftance to be informed that fuch a paflage was navigable, 
in cafe of their being caught in a fouth-eaft gale, between Kaye's ifland 
and cape Suckling, in which cafe they might be enabled to elude thofe 
ftorms and their attendant dangers. 

With this intent the Chatham proceeded the next morning (15th june) 
round the north fide of Wingham ifland, that being the fafeft channel, 
and keeping clofe to its fhores had 15 and 17 fathoms water; but on the 
wind failing, the flood tide drifted her to the eaftward, and on to the fhoal: 
a {mall anchor was immediately carried out, and at eleven fhe floated off, 
and came to an anchor in 13 fathoms water, near the eaft fide of Wing- 
ham ifland, without having received the leaft injury by this accident. 
It was now nearly high water, and a favorable breeze prevailed from the 
weftward; but as it was not confidered prudent to venture through fo 
intricate a channel, and of which fo little knowledge had been obtained, 
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on a falling tide; Mr. Puget determined to remain at anchor until near 
low water, and in the interim to difpatch Mr. Le Melfurier again, for the 
purpofe of acquiring fome further information relative to this paflage, 
At five in the evening, the Chatham was again under fail with a light 
wefterly wind, but on its being fueceeded by a calm, the veflel was by 
the influence of the tide again fat upon the fhoal; a light breeze of wind 


from the north very opportunely fpringing up, the fails foon backed her 


off, and fhe again anchored near Wingham ifland in 9 fathoms water, 
about a fourth of a mile from its eaftern fhore. 

Mr. Le Mefurier did not return before midnight, having from the 
before mentioned rocky iflets followed a {mall intricate channel leading 
into the ocean, where the depth of water had gradually increafed from 
4to16fathoms. In this channel he had found a very heavy {well from 
the fouthward, and that the bottom was a bed of rocks. He alfo afcer- 
tained that the fhoal, over which the fea broke with great violence, con- 
tinued quite to cape Suckling. 

The principal obje& having been thus accomplifhed by the tracing of 
the continental boundary to cape Suckling, and by finding that the fea 
coaft from Hinchinbrook ifland to that cape, is rendered inacceffible by a 
connected fhoal bank of fand, extending feveral miles from the main land, 
and particularly from Controller’s bay, the whole of which it occupies 


-to the diftance of 6 leagues from the fhore or elevated land; Mr. Puget 


did not confider the delay that would moft probably attend his. naviga~ 
ting this channel, confiftent with the important objeét fill in view, which 
would fully employ the remainder of the feafon, For this reafon he 
gave up his intention of paffing by this channel to cape Suckling, and 
in the morning of the 17th, though. not without fome difficulty, owing 
to the want of wind, and the irregular fet of the tide; he pafled round te 
the weft fide of Wingham ifland, and with a light north-eafterly breeze, 
directed his courfe for cape Hamond, with gloomy and unfettled, wea- 
ther. 

On quitting this ftation Mr. Puget remarks, that according to the in- 
formation he had obtained from the Spaniards, the channel through 
which the cutter had pafled, and found navigable for {hipping, was ftated 


to 
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to be totally clofed, and impaffable even for boats; but in Mr. Dixon's 
delineation of the coaft, the fhoal extends to the fouth-weft part of Kaye’s 
ifland, includmg Wingham ifland, feveral miles within it. Over a large 
portion of the fpace thus allotted to this fhoal the Chatham paffed, with- 
out being able to reach bottom with 70 fathoms of line. Such an error 


in this publication is hard to account for, and may have a bad tendency ;. 


as the mifreprefentation in this inftance, would neceffarily have the effect 
of deterring ftrangers from feeking the excellent fhelter which thefe 
illands afford againft the fouth-eaft winds, which are the moft prevailing 
florms, and are moft to be dreaded. Wingham ifland Mr. Puget repre- 
fents as forming on its eaft fide a tolerably well fheltered roadftead, even 
againft the eaftwardly winds, where good anchorage will be found to the 
fouthward of the firft {mall beach from its north point, at a commodious 


diftance from the fhore; here the north-eaft point of Kaye’s ifland bore 


by compafs eaft, and cape Suckling, n.76£.; this isthe only {pace open 
to the ocean, and even this, is mtercepted by the rocky iflets, bearing 
nN. 83 £., and the intermediate fhoal, which completely prevents any very 
heavy fea from rifing in that direétion; good anchorage will alfo be found 
on the north and weft fides of this land. The place where the Chatham 
anchored off Kaye’s ifland, 1s alfo well prote¢ted from the moft prevailing 
winds. Repeated trials were made to take fome fifh with hooks and lines, 
but to no effect; fome refrefhments were however procured, as the wett- 
ern fide of Wingham ifland afforded a fupply of upwards of fixty dozen 
of eggs, which proved excellent, although taken from the nefts of fea- 
fowl; confifting chiefly of two forts of gulls, fea parrots, fhags, and cur- 
lews; no ducks were here feen, and only two geefe were obferved. The 
eggs were taken from fteep, rugged, rocky cliffs, conftituting in many 
places the fhores of this ifland, which is moderately elevated, well 
wooded, and has on its eaftern fide two {mall ftreams of frefh water. It 
did not appear to be much the refort of the natives; but near the north- 
eaft point of Kaye’s ifland, Mr. Le Mefurier found a village that had 
been recently deferted. He defcribes the north fide of that ifland as a 
low tract of land well wooded, and that its fhores are indented in {mall 
bays or coves: behind Controller’s bay, and the fhoal coaft that lies to 

the 
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the north-weft of it, extended a continuation of the fame lofty frozen 
mountains that had bounded the northern branches of Prince William’s 
found, and what had been noticed as appearing like two {mall openings, 
were, from the hills of Wingham ifland, feen to be intirely clofed. Whilft 
the Chatham was at anchor a It, ha variation was obferved to be 27° 5 
the latitude of its north point 60° 54’, its longitude 215° 46’. | 

This 1s the fubftance of the information derived by the examination 
of that part of the coaft comprehended between cape Hinchinbrook and 
cape Suckling; and as the furvey of the continental fhore eaftward to 
Beering’s bay, was carried on by the Chatham, at a much greater diftance 
from the land, than had been the cafe in the Difcovery, and from which 
nothing illuftrative of our refearches could be obtained, I fhall pafs on te 


the tranfa€tions of the brig after her arrival in Beering’s bay. 


On the evening of the 26th of june, the Chatham arrived off point 
Manby; the water was found to be much difcoloured at the diftance of 
4 miles from the fhore, where bottom could not be gained with the hand 
line, nor were any riplings, or other indications of {hallow water, or hid- 
den dangers noticed. The fame appearances had been obferved by us 
on board the Difcovery in feveral inftances, to the eaftward of cape Suck- — 


ling, which I concluded were occafioned by the vaft quantity of frefh 


water produced by the diffolving ice and fnow on the fides of the moun- 
tains at this feafon of the year; this draining through the low border of 
land becomes impregnated with the foil, and being fpecifically lighter 
than the fea water on which it floats, produces the effeét noticed by Mr. 
Puget. At this time a favorable wefterly breeze and fair weather pre- : 
vailed, with which, as the veffel was paffing along the north-weft fhores of 
Beering’s bay about eight in the evening, the report of a gun was heard — 
from the land; this was foon accounted for by the appearance of five 
Kodiak Indians in two fkin canoes, who repaired on board the Chatham, 
and acquainted Mr. Puget that there was a party of nine Ruffians on 
fhore, from whom they brought a letter addreffed in Englifh to ‘the’ 
commander of either the Difcovery or Chatham. This letter dated the’ 
13th of june, was from Mr. Shields the Englifh fhip-builder before men- 
tioned, in the fervice of the Ruffians at Blying found. ) 
Mr. 
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Mr. Shields had been informed, that our veffels had met with feveral 
accidents, and that I much wifhed to find a convenient fituation for lay- 
ing the Difcovery on fhore; this fervice he ftated could no where be 
better performed than in Blying found, and offered in the frankeft and 
handfomeft manner, to afford us every affiftance in the power of himfelf 
or his people, that the ftores of the company could furnifh. Mr. Shields 
regretted very much that he had not known the Difcovery was in his 
neighbourhood until after our departure. He remarks in his letter that 
he had not written four Englifh words in the courfe of the preceding 
four years, yet his letter did great credit not only to his abilities and un- 
derftanding, but to the goodnefs of his heart; which manifefted in the 
higheft degree, thofe ever living inherent principles of attachment to 
their native country, government, and laws, which the generality of 
mankind, however far removed, are found to poffefs. Whether fuch ge- 
nerous notions are more to be afcribed to the Britifh, than to any other 
nation, I will not pretend to determine; but that they exifted in their ful- 
left extent not only in the mind of Mr. Shields, but in the minds of four 
other Englifhmen who were with him, was unqueftionably -evident, as 
thefe alfo by the fame conveyance fent notes, requefting in the moft ear- 
neft and ferious manner to be informed as to the health and welfare of 
His Majefty, and the profperity of old England, from whence they had 


all been abfent fome years at nearly the remoteft habitable extent of the. 


globe, cut off from all conneétion with their country, families, and friends, 

On my perufing this letter, I concurred with Mr. Puget in lamenting 
our not having been fo fortunate as to meet Mr. Shields, as his letter in- 
dicated him to be an intelligent perfon, from whom in all probability 
fome valuable information might have been procured. 

Mr. Puget fent an invitation to the Ruffians by the Indians, and pur- 
fued his courfe along the fhore, which from point Manby took a direc- 
tion firft N. 85 £., 2 leagues, and then n. 69 £., 8 miles further; here 
the land failing back formed a {mall bay, with a low ifland about two 

miles long to the nN. N.E. of it, from whence, the coaft extended more 
| eafterly towards an opening formed by two bluff points, lying nearly eaft 
and-welt of each other half a league afunder; the eafternmoft of thefe 
poimts 
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points named by Mr. Puget Point Laroucue, is fituated in latitude 59° 
51’, longitude 220° 444’; the fhores were compofed of a continuation of 
the low border, extending from the foot of the mountains to the fea fide, 
they were nearly flraight and compaét, and were bounded by ice or frozen 
fnow, which alfo greatly abounded in the above opening, which ob- 
tained the name of Dicces’s Sounp. In the morning of the 27th 
the wind being unfavorable to the veflel’s proceeding in its examination, 
a boat was difpatched for that purpofe, and fhortly after her departure a 
number of canoes made their appearance to the fouthward, which oc- 
cafioned fome little concern, as the inhabitants of the bay are reputed to 
be a treacherous, unfriendly, and barbarous tribe. Thefe apprehen- 
fions were however foon done away by a vifit from Mr. Puget’s old Ruf 
fian acquaintance Portoff, who informed him, that the canoes which had 
occafioned his anxiety belonged to him, and were then fifhing for his 
Englifh friends. This was foon confirmed by their carrying on board a 
plentiful fupply of halibut, which proved to be extremely good, and was 
very acceptable. Thefe canoes contained a numerous party of the 
Kodiak, and Cook’s inlet Indians; many of them were old acquaintances, 
but not a fingle native inhabitant of the bay was in the party. From 
Portoff was underftood, that he had quitted Cook’s inlet about a month 
or five week’s before, with feven hundred {kin canoes, carrying about 
fourteen hundred Kodiak and Cook’s inlet Indians, with nine Ruffians, 
all under his dire€&tions, on an expedition to procure fea otter and other — 
furs; and that the whole party were now affembled in this bay. Their 
route had been clofe along the coaft, and in a fhallow bay about 8 
leagues to the eaftward of cape Suckling, (mentioned by me early in the 
morning of the 27th of june) they ftopped at a {mall river, which emp- 
ties itfelf into that bay, and is called by them Rica, malo, unala, Its en- 
trance is obf{truéted by a bar, on which with eafterly winds the fea breaks 
with great violence, and in the fineft weather is only navigable for boats; 
but within the bar the depth increafes for a little diftance, and then it 
ftretches towards the mountains; from this river they had gone to an- 
other a few leagues further to the eaftward, (probably the fame opening 
noticed by me at noon on the 27th of june) this was obftructed by a 


fimilar — 
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fimilar bar, and a lefs depth of water swithit it, and is called by them 


Riko bolfhe unala. Here Portoff had met between fifty and fixty of the, 


native Indians, who treacheroufly murdered one of the Ruffians whilft 
afleep at a little diftance from the main body; on difcovering which 
a {kirmifh had enfued, in which fix of the native Indians were killed, 
and their chief taken prifoner; after this they quitted their ftation, and 
{topped at another {mall rivulet on the eaftern fide of Icy bay, from 
whence the whole party had come hither about fourteen days before the 
arrival of the Chatham. In addition to this information, Portoff faid, 
that a very dangerous rocky fhoal, about 15 miles in length, lies by 
compafs in a direétion s. by w., 63 miles from a place called by them 
Leda unala. This Mr. Puget conceived to be near the point that I had 
called point Riou. Portoff himfelf had been on this fhoal, taking fea 
otters, and ftated that the firft difcovery of it was owing to a Ruffian galiot 
having had the misfortune fome years before to be wrecked upon it; 
two of the crew were drowned, but the reft efcaped in their boats. Since 
that period an annual vifit had been made to it for the purpofe of killing 
fea otters, which are there met with ; and as it generally proves advan- 
tageous, Portoff meant to ftop there on his return. 

From the Spaniards alfo I afterwards became acquainted, that a very 
dangerous rock exifted in this neighbourhood, the fituation of which they 
had taken great pains to afcertain, and had found it to lie s. 41 £. from 
cape Suckling, at the diftance of 26 leagues, and which was called by them 
Roca Pamplona; when this was delineated on our charts it appeared to 
lie in a dire€tion s. 77 E., diftant 8 miles from the rocky fhoal defcribed 
by Portoff; hence it may be inferred, that Portoff and the Spaniards 
intend the fame fhoal, though it is not ftated by the latter to be fo exten- 
five as by the former. 

It is without doubt dangeroufly fituated for the navigation of this coalt, 
and it may poflibly have proved fatal to Mr. Meares’s confort, Mr. Tip- 
ping, who with his veflel was never heard of after leaving Prince Wil- 
liam’s found in 1786. . 

The Ruffians, it feems, in navigating this coaft make but little ufe of 
the compafs, even in fteering for the above fhoal;. on fuch occafions they 

Vou. III. ; Gg depart 


. 226 


1794» 
July. 


A VOYAGH OF DISCOVERY 


depatt from fome particular point on the coaft, fhape a courfe by the 
land, and never fail to hit upon fome part of the fhoal; and hence arifes 
the probability of its being extenfive, as has been already mentioned. 
 Portoff alfo ftated, that in the north-weft part of Controller’s bay, a 
river like Rzko malo unala, emptied itfelf over thofe fhoals. This I had 
likewife underftood to be the cafe from Mr. Smyloff, but I left that cir- 
cumftance to be decided by the Chatham. 

The weather in the forenoon fell calm with fhowers of rain, steal 
with a rolling fwell from the s.w.; at noon, point Latouche bore by 
compafs N. 34 W., a league and a half diftant ; the neareft fhore N. 45 £., 
two miles diftant; and an opening in a low fhore, which commenced 
about a league from point Latouche, taking a direétion s. 14 £., bore by 
compafs s. 78. Shortly after noon the boat that had been fent to ex- 
plore Digges’s found returned, and Mr. Puget became informed, that it 
was clofed from fide to fide by a firm and compact body of ice, beyond 
which at the back of the ice a fmall-inlet appeared to extend N.55 £. 
about a league. The depth of water at the entrance of the opening is 
great, and on its north-eaft fide is a bay which afforded good anchorage, 
but had a moft dreary afpeét from its vicinity to the ice; notwithftanding 
which, vegetation was in an advanced flate of forwardnels. 


From the time of the Chatham’s arrival off point Manby to this fla~_ 


tion, the foundings were at firft from 60 to 40 fathoms, and then 35 to 
‘20, 13 and 90 fathoms. Digges’s found was the only place in the bay 
that prefented the leaft profpe& of any interior navigation, and this was 
neceffarily very limited, by the clofe conneéted range of lofty fnowy moun- 
tains that ftretched along the coaft at no great diftance from the fea fide. 
Mr. Puget’s attention was next direéted to the opening in the low land, 


but as the wind was variable and adverfe to the progrefs of the veffel, a 


boat was again difpatched to continue the inveftigation of thefe fhores, 
which are compatt from point Latouche, and were then free from ice. 
This opening was found to be formed by an ifland about two miles long, 
in a direction s.50 £. and N. 50 w., and about a mile broad, lying at 
the ‘diftance of about halfa mile from the main land. Oppofite to the 


fouth part of this, named by Mr, Puget Knrcurt’s Istann, is Elea- — 


nor’s 
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nor’s cove, which is the eaftern extremity of Beering’s bay, in latitude 
59° 44, longitude 220° 51’. Knight’s ifland admits of a navigable pal- 
fage all round it, but there are fome rocks that lie about half a mile 
from its weft point, and there is an iflet fituated between it and the main 
land on its north-eaft fide. From Eleanor’s cove the coaft. takes a direc- 
tion s. 30 w., about fix miles to the eaft point of a channel leading to the 
fouth-weft, between the continent and fome iflands that lie off it; this was 
confidered to lead along the fhores of the main land to point Mulgrave; 
and in the event of its proving navigable, the examination of the bay 
would have been complete, and the veflel brought to our appointed place of 
meeting; which was now fuppofed to be at no very great diftance. At this 
time about fifty canoes of Portoff’s party were about the’ boat, the In- 
dians in which carried on an advantageous commerce in purchafing white 
fhirts, flockings, cravats, and other parts of the officers apparel, (which 
comforts were readily parted with) for fuch things as were deemed curio- 
fities, -confifting of bows, arrows, darts, {pears, fifh-gigs,. whale-gut 
fhirts, and {pecimens of their very neat and curious needle-work ; articles 
with which thefe people, though at fo great a diftance from home, were 
well provided, in expeétation of finding a profitable market before they 
returned. In all their dealings they manifefted great keennefs, and feemed 
to know very well what they were about; yet they dealt with the {triéteft 
honefty, and with the moft implicit confidence of being fairly treated. 

During this intercourfe, two of the native inhabitants of the bay paid 
the Chatham a vifit; and after the ufual ceremonious fong was ended, 
they repaired on board without the leaft hefitation, A few prefents of 
iron, looking-glaffes, and other trinkets, feemed to have the effe&t of 
making them feel perfettly eafy and at home; not a moveable efcaped 
attention, but underwent a moft minute examination. 

In the evening, the Kodiak and Cook’s inlet party, having finifhed thei: 
commercial bufinels very fatisfactorily; Portoff, after diflributing a few 
pinches of {nuff to fome, and filling the boxes of others, formed them 
into three divifions, and difpatched them all in queft of fea otters: on 
this fervice they departed with the greateft cheerfulnefs, whilft Portoft 
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remained on board the Chatham, where he was foon joined by the reft of 
his countrymen and the other fquadron of their Indian party. 
In the morning of the 28th the Chatham entered the ehannel before 
mentioned; (a boat having been fent forward to carry on the examina- 
tion of the continental fhore ;) here the depth of water was jo fathoms. 
After having advanced a fhort diftance, the channel was found to: unite 
with a paflage that took a winding courfe through the iflands to the 
weflward, and was incommoded with many rocks and huge ftones, fimi 
lar to thofe noticed in Cook’s inlet. 
The channel leading along the continent was found on examination 
to be not more than fifty yards wide, though nearly at high water; fora 


{mall fpace the depth was only 15 feet, but it quickly increafed to 19 


fathoms. This narrow fhallow part was carefully examined as it was 
paffed over; the depth foon increafed to 17 fathoms, when port Mulgrave 


was feen; point Turner bearing s.93 w. The number of native vifitors 


now amounted to ten, who feemed on the moft friendly terms with the _ 
Kodiak party; one of the former by figns and words, ufed alk his elo- — 
quence to point out the impoffibility of the veffel’s pafling through this 
narrow paffage, and that ultimately fhe would return by the fame way _ 
fhe was going; in this however he was miftaken, for by keeping in mid- 
channel the depth was no where found to be lefs than 93 fathoms. This 
paflage is about fix hundred yards long, lying from the entrance of the 
channel s. 60 w., 2 miles, in which fpace the continental fhore formsa 
fmall bay, and to the fouthward of the narrow part it takes a more fouth- — 
erly dire€tion; alomg it are fome iflets and rocks, and the weftern fide 
of the channel is much broken. About a league from the narrow part 
the depth continued to be from 17 to 12 fathoms, until a fhoal was 
reached that lies acrofs the paflage; with this Mr. Johnftone had been 
acquainted on a former vifit, and he now entertained hopes of finding a _ 
fufficient depth for the Chatham to pafs over-it, for which purpofe.a 
boat was difpatched to fearch for its deepeft part. The boat had fearcely 
put off when the depth of water fuddenly decreafed to 5 fathoms, and 
the veffel inftantly grounded. The cutter which was in fhore among 
the iflands was. immediately recalled, and attempts were made to heave _ 

the 
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the Chatham off, but it being then falling tide they proved ineffectual ; 
and as it was near the top of the [prings, a bower anchor was carried out 
and a ftrong purchafe prepared, left the veflel fhould be pinched in 
floating the next tide. 

The native Indians here made their appearance again, and brought 
with them a fupply of excellent falmon; they feemed to exult in the 
corretinefs of their information, and perfifted that no. paflage for the vef- 
fel would be gained by that route to port Mulgrave. Mr. Puget how- 
ever conceiving that they had now proceeded too far to abandon this 
defign without making further attempts, determined to give it another 
trial. 

It was low water about eight in the evening, the tide not having fallen 
more than fix feet perpendicularly fince the veffel had grounded. At 
this time the boats were founding for the deepeft water, when the tide 
flowed fo much fafter than was expected, that before eleven o'clock the 
velfel floated, and fhe was hove off into 13 fathoms water, without ha- 
ving received the leaft apparent damage. Here the Chatham remained 
during the night, which was dark and gloomy, attended with rain and a 
_frefh eafterly gale of wind. - The ebb tide on the morning of the 20th 
fell five feet lower than it had done on the. preceding evening; this af- 
forded a perfect view of the furrounding fhoals, which were in moft 
places dry, with two large rocks. Between thefe the Chatham had 
grounded, and had fhe been fteered a few yards only to the right or left, 
it is moft probable fhe would have refted on one of them, which would 
have endangered her overfetting. About the conclufion of the ebb, a 


boat was fent to examine two places on the bar that were not dry, one of 


thefe, though narrow, was found to be fufficiently deep and free from. 
danger, provided its line of direétion was marked with buoys; this was 
ammediately done, and at half flood the Chatham paffed through it, ha- 
ving not lefs than g fathoms water, which foon after deepened to 15 
fathoms. As the fhoals were approached that are laid down by Mr. Dixon 
to the north-eaft of point Turner, which is a low narrow ftrip of land 
forming the fouth-eaft point of the ifland that proteéts port Mulerave 
from the ocean, the depth again decreafed to 4 and 34 fathoms; but by 
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pafling to the weftward of the moft fouthern of thefe fhoals, a good chan: 
nel was found, through which the veffel paffed, and about noon an- 
chored in port Mulgrave in 12 fathoms water, tough clayey bottom; 
point Turner bearing by compafs s.32£.; the above fhoals, s. 65 te 
s.80£.; mount St. Elias, n. 69 w.; the neareft fhore fouth, three ca- 
bles length; and the fhoals about the fame diftance. 

Thus, by perfevering, Mr. Puget made his way through a channel 
which, though he found praéticable, he does not recommend to be fol- 
lowed; efpecially as the communication between port Mulgrave and the 
ocean is eafy and commodious, by the paflage to the fouth and weltward 
of point Turner. 

The continental fhore from thefe narrows having been partly examined 
by the boat, fhe was again fent to finifh the furvey of it to cape Phipps, 


the eaftern point of Beering’s bay. In the evening fhe returned, having. 


accomplifhed this fervice; by which it appeared, that from the narrows 


the continental fhore takes a courfe s. 28 w. for about a league, andis _ 


indented with {mall bays or coves, and that there are many 1flets lymg 
near the land. At a little diftance from a point, lying from point Tur- 
ner N. 86 £., about a league diftant, the main land takes firft a foutherly, 


then a wefterly and north-weft dire@tion ; forming a rounding bay about 


4 miles acrofs to cape Phipps; which, according to our obfervations is 
fituated in latitude 59° 33’, longitude 220° 29/; point Turner lying from 
it s.77£., diftant two miles. About the fame diftance within cape 
Phipps is a {mall opening in the low land acceffible only for boats, near 


which was found’an Indian village, that had the appearance of having | 
been very recently deferted; not one of its former mhabitants was to be — 


feen, excepting about fifty dogs that were making a moft dreadful howl- 
ing. This circumflance gave rife to an ‘opinion, that the arrival of 
Portoff’s party in this neighbourhood had induced the native Indians to 


quit their habitations, and retire to the woods, or further along the coaft 
to the eaftward; and Mr. Puget thinks that this idea was fupported by the 
defcription that Portoff firft gave of thefe people, as being atreacherous, 
cruel tribe, by whom his numerous party were kept ina ftate of con- 
flant anxiety for their general fafety. It alfo led to a fuppofition, that 


at 
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at’ fome earlier period the Ruffians had made ufe of harfh and coercive 
meafures to bring the inhabitants of this bay to a friendly intercourfe ; 
this however, had been pofitively denied by Portoff, who afferted, that no 
{kirmifh whatever had hitherto taken place between thefe people and 
their modern Ruffian vifitors; though according to his own ftatement, he 
had at that time met with only thirty of the natives, notwithftanding that 
Mr. Dixon in the year 1787, computes their number to be feventy ; and 
Mr. Johnftone, who vifited this bay in the year following, is of opinion, 
that they amounted at that time to one hundred and fifty of both fexes, 
_and allages. This apparent difference may however be Owing to the 
wandering life which the North Weft Americans are found to lead, par- 
ticularly in the fummer feafon, for the purpofe of procuring a fupply of 
fifh, and other articles of food, for their maintenance during the winter ; 
and as it was afterwards proved, that thefe fhores were not fo thinly in- 
habited as had been imagined, the ftlatement made by Portoff is likely to 
be correét. 

Portoff was not at this time on board the Chatham, and Mr. Puget was 


a little furprized at receiving a meflage from him by one of the Ruffians, 


* inquiring if a gold watch-chain, and feals, were miffing from the veffel, 
as the captive Indian chief, who had been permitted to fleep in the cabin 
the night Portoff remained on board, had produced thefe valuables, and 
had alleged that he had received them as a prefent from Mr. Puget, who 
until that inftant, was unconfcious of his lofs. On the meflenger being 
made acquainted with the theft, he replied that Portoff would deliver 
them up the next morning, which on the goth he accordingly performed. 
‘On this occafion Portoff exprefled great indignation at. the robbery, and 
confidered himfelf as being very fortunate that he had been able to ob- 
tain the chain and feals uninjured, and to have an Opportunity of refto- 
ring them, whilft he had the power of fo doing. Portoff embraced this 
occafion to inform Mr. Puget, that on the evening of the 28th, whilft he 
and his whole party were on one of the {mall iflands im port Mulgrave, 
- they were furprized by a vifit of about fifty of the natives; and notwith- 
ftanding the fuperior numbers of his party, he had fo little confidence in 
the courage of the Kodiak and Cook’s inlét Indians, that he was ex- 
2 tremely 
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tremely anxious to be quit of fuch dangerous vifitors, and had deter- 
mined on returning to the Kodiak as foon as the Chatham fheuld leave 
the bay; in the mean time he purpofed to remove his whole {quadron 
from its then ftation to point Turner. For this purpofe he departed, 
and on the morning of the 1ft of july, he returned with his numerous 


‘little fleet, and pitched his encampment on that point. 


In the evening the Chatham was in readinefs for fea agreeably to ‘my 


direétions; but as the weather during the day had been pleafant with a _ 
fine wefterly breeze, Mr. Puget was in conftant expeétation of feeing the. 


Difcovery, and deemed it moft prudent to remain ftationary until the 
next morning, rather than rifk a longer feparation by proceeding to fea. 


His conjectures of the Difcovery being nigh at hand, were in a great : 


-meafure confirmed late in the evening; and Mr. Manby was difpatched as 


before related. The next morning however brought no tidings to the 
Chatham either of Mr. Manby, or the veflel; but as it had been pre- 
vioufly fettled, that Mr. Manby’s not returning fhould denote the arrival 
of the Difcovery, Mr. Puget concluded fhe was coming into port Mul- 
grave, and remained at anchor in that expectation. 

In the afternoon Mr. Puget vifited the Ruffian encampment on point 
Turner, and found the whole party comfortably fituated. Portoff had 
an excellent fmall tent made of Ruffian fail cloth, which feemed to be 


appropriated to his fole ufe, and as a depofit for their fire arms, ammu-_ 
nition, and other articles of value; near which, an Indian hut was ereéted — 


for the refidence of the other Ruffians; the captive chief and his family, 


and the reft.of the party, were fo fituated, that no furprize could be well © 
apprehended; their fpears, formed at the point like a fpontoon, were — 


placed near each habitation, in readinefs to a€t on the defenfive; and 
their daggers, and other weapons were equally well difpofed. Their 


temporary habitations were each formed by two canoes placed edgeways; - 


about four feet afunder, and their paddles conftituted a kind of roof, over 
which were laid thick fkins of land animals, which effectually protected 


them from the inclemency of the weather; and formed, though a fmall i 
and low, yet a comfortable refting place; the bottom being firft:covered 


by a mat, {trewed over with clean dry grafs. Many fea otters that were 
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juft brought on fhore by fome of the Kodiak Indians, gave Mr. Puget 
an opportunity of feeing their manner of preparing thofe fkins, which 
differed materially from that praétifed by the other inhabitants of the 
coaft, in whofe poffeffion we have found that fpecies of fur. Thefe peo- 
ple drew the fkin over the body of the animal, without making any inci- 
fion either in the back or the belly, and in that flate the {kins were hung 
up to dry; but whether they underwent any other procefs prior to their 
being fent to market was not underftood. ‘The fleth of thefe animals is 
efteemed to be a very great dainty; and whilft fome were employed in 
{kinning, the furrounding company were bufily engaged, with their 
knives, in {craping the blubber or fat from the carcafe, and in that raw 
flate eating it with the greateft relifh. The reft of the animal was boiled, 
with the wild vegetables procured in great abundance, in and-about the 
woods, and afforded the party an excellent repaft. The bones of the 
fea otter, with thofe of all other amphibious animals, are preferved with 
the greateft care by thefe Indians, but for what purpofe Mr. Puget was 
unable to learn. ‘Thofe of the party who were not thus engaged, feemed 
to be induftrioufly employed in making fuch articles of curiofity, as 
found the moft ready market amongft their Englifh friends. 

In the evening the canoes that had been fent with Mr. Manby returned 
without him, and as they brought neither letter nor meflage, it ferved to 
confirm Mr. Puget in his former opinion, that the Difcovery was coming 
into port; efpecially as the wind and weather were extremely unfettled, 
and confequently,: very unfavorable to the examination of the coaft to the 
eaftward. The arrival of a large party of native Indians the next morn- 
ing, on the fouthern fhore of the main Jand oppofite to poimt Turner, 
threw the whole Ruffian encampment into a ftate of confufion, and 
caufed every preparation to be made for aéting on the defenfive; in the 
mean time the captive chief was difpatched in a Kodiak canoe, for the 
purpofe of ufing his endeavours to bring about a friendly intercourfe, and 
to eftablifh a good underftanding. On this occafion feveral meflages 
paffed, but no interview took place between the two parties during the 
day, which was very unpleafant, the wind being very boifterous from the 
eaftward. Early in the morning of the 4th, alarge wooden canoe, with 
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twelve of thefe ftrangers, vifited the Ruffian encampment, and were wel- 
comed to the fhore by a fong from the Kodiak Indians ; this compli- 
ment being returned in the fame way, a conference took place; in which 
the native chief exerted his utmoft eloquence to point out the extent 
of their territories, and the injuftice of the Ruflians in killing and taking 
away their fea otters, without making them the fmalleft recompence. 
After thefe grievances had been enumerated with great energetic force, 
the chief fent a fea otter {kin to Portoff, and on his accepting this pre- 
fent, a loud fhout was given by both parties: this was followed bya 
fong, which concluded thefe introduétory ceremonies. The vifitors now 
landed, and were conduéted to the encampment, where the friendly re- 
ception they met with, induced the chief to difpatch his canoe, with fuch 
information to the reft of his tribe, that they foon repaired to point 
Turner; and after fimilar ceremonies of fongs and dancing, thefe like- 
wife landed, amounting to about fifty, in whofe poffeffion were fix ex- 
cellent mufkets, kept in the higheft order, and each had a large iron dag- 
ger that hung from his neck in readinefs for immediate fervice. 

But as no confidence could be placed im their profeffions of friendfhip, 
fo large a party excited in Portoff the moft ferious apprehenfions for the 
fafety of his people, efpecially, asthe native Indians took up their abode 
in the vicinity of his encampment; and although at that time it contained 
nearly nine hundred, whilft the number of the natives did not amount _ 
to more than feventy perfons, amongft whom, were fome women and 
boys, yet he greatly dreaded an attack; being confcious that the major 
part of his people would be unequal to refift the impetuofity of fo — 
and defperate an adverfary. 

Mr. Puget relieved Portoff of his diftrefling folicitude by the f{trongeft 
affurances, that fo long as the Chatham remained in his neighbourhood, 
he might, in the event of an attack, depend on every affiftance in his 
power to afford, as alfo in the exertion of his beft endeavours, to gain 
thefe ftrangers more over to the intereft of the Ruffian party. Thefe 
offers were received by Portoff with marks of the moft lively gratitude, 
as he had confidered his fituation as being extremely critical, but was 
now, from Mr. Puget’s affurances of jetty ae made perfeétly eafy; 

and 
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and for the purpofe of preferving the good underftanding that appeared 
to have taken place, he diftributed amongft his vifitors fome large and 
{mall blue beads, with fheet copper, and bracelets made of that metal. 
This meafure appeared to have its defired effe€t, as the chief and his party 
feemed to be well pleafed, and foon after they all retired from the encamp- 
ment, apparently well fatisfied with their reception. The trivial articles 
given by Portoff, were the only fpecies of merchandize the Ruflians 
had with them; even thefe, had been brought in very {mall quantities ; 
and it would appear that they were very inadequate to the purchafe of 
furs from the tribes or nations, in the more fouth-eaftern parts of this 
~ coaft; but a commercial intercourfe with the native inhabitants of 
North Weft America to the eaftward from prince William’s found did 
not appear to be an object of the Ruffian purfuit. 

Late in the evening, Portoff acquainted Mr. Puget, that the Difcovery 
was coming round the point; a gun was immediately fired, and Mr. John- 
{tone difpatched in the cutter ; but the veffel under fail foon appeared 
like a galiot, and was fuppofed to be a Ruffian, until the return of Mr, 
Johnftone about four in the morning, who had found the veflel-to be the 
Jackall, which anchored near point Turner. Here Mr. Johnftone 
learned, that fhe had parted from the Difcovery the preceding afternoon, 
and that fhe had after that time been driven fome leagues to the eaftward.. 

As Mr. Puget did not receive by this veffel any letter or meflage, he 
full fuppofed that I fhould return to port Mulgrave, to wait a more fa- 
vorable opportunity for profecuting the furvey of the coaft. The wea- 
ther ftill continued in the fame unfettled flate until the evening, when 
the clearing of the weftern {ky ftrongly indicated’a favorable change. 
In the morning of the 5th the whole party of native Indians quitted port 
Mulgrave, and left the Ruffians in quiet poffeflion of point Turner. 
Before their departure, their number had gradually increafed to an hun- 
dred and upwards. The feveral chiefs had occafionally vifited Mr. 
Puget, who made them all prefents of fuch articles as were by them confi- 
dered valuable, and were well accepted. Mr. Puget mentions alfo, that 
-after an amicable intercourfe had been eftablifhed between the two par- 
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ties, they entertained each other with fongs and dances, psnapasikce to the 
different cuftoms of each particular tribe. 
A fine breeze having fprung up about noon from the vn. w., the 


“Chatham quitted port Mulgrave. Here Mr. Puget ftates, that they 


were enabled to procure fome tolerable refrefhments; the fhores pro- 
duced an abundance of very good wild celery, which had been daily 
boiled with portable foup in their peas, and had been eaten alfo as fal- 


lad; but to the bounty of their Ruffian friend Portoff, they had been 


more confiderably indebted, for a conftant and ample fupply of fifh, 
chiefly hahbut,. with fome few cod and falmon. Thefe were all he had 
to beftow, but he furnifhed them in fo handfome and fo difinterefted a 


manner, as plainly indicated, that he poffeffled a mind and difpofition, j 


not only capable of great a€ts of generofity, but highly intitled to a 
more refpe€table poft in civil fociety, than the lot of his fortune feemed 
to admit. His behaviour from his firft vifit, had been marked by a 
fileady, uniform line of conduct, that manifefted a juft fenfe of thofe 
obligations, which although demanded by the rights of hofpitality, are, 
when fo very pleafantly conferred, deferving the higheft commendations 


and acknowledgments; befide which, Mr. Puget had little in his power 
to offer. Some few trivial articles were however moit thankfuily ae2 | 


cepted by Portoff, who took charge of fome books likely to be fervice- 
able as a prefent for Mr. Shields, to whom, and likewile to Mr. Berre- 
noff, the conduétor of the company’s affairs at the Kodiak, Mr. Puget 
wrote in fuch terms of the conduét of this honeft failor, as he moft richly 
had deferved. , 

Mr. Puget concludes the account of his tranfactions at this place by no- 
ticing, that in failing into port Mulgrave it is neceffary to give a good birth 
to point Phipps, mm order to avoid a {mall reef that {tretches from it into the 
fea. From the ner or north point of this cape, point Turner lies 5.83 &., 
diftant two miles and three quarters; this point is bold, and mutt be kept 
clofeon board, for the purpofe of avoiding the fhoals that he at a little 
diftance to the eaftward of it; between thefe fhoals and the point, good 
anchorage 1 is found in 8 to 14 fathoms, clear good holding ground; the 
variation by the Chatham’s compafs was 26° eaftwardly; the rife and fall of 
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the tide perpendicularly was about nine feet, and it was high water 90! 
after the moon had paffed the meridian. 

The dangers in Beering’s bay, particularly between point Manby and 
the iflands forming port Mulgrave, are confidered to be numerous, fince 
feveral rocks were feen, juft fhewing their heads above water; but Mr. 
Puget had not leifure to undertake a minute examination of thefe latent 
dangers, or of the iflands juft mentioned forming the port, which, by its 
_ fouth-eaftern entrance, is free from any danger or interruption, and af 
fords ample fpace to turn in, between the main land and the ifland. 

Here the Chatham was employed in reaching the ocean with a welterly 
wind until fix in the evening, when her courfe was dire€ted for Crofs found. 
On approaching cape Spencer, a dozen of the natives in one canoe vi- 
fited the brig, all of whom expreffed the fame want of confidence that 
had been exhibited to us, and not one-of them would venture on board, 
without a hoftage being fent into the canoe. As this ceremony had not 
been before obferved by any of our North Weft American vifitors, it was 
not at firft comprehended, but on the demand being underftood, Mr. 
Puget ordered one of his people into the canoe; upon which the chief 
immediately repaired on board, and a large fupply of halibut was foon 
purchafed with iron. Whilft this traffic was going on, and. the hoftage 
remained in the canoe, the chief feemed perfeétly fatisfied, and recon- 
ciled to his fituation; but the inftant the man was defired to come from 


out of the canoe on board, the chief returned. This exceflive fufpicion- 


and diftruft, which had been by no means the general charaéter of the 
North Weft Americans, is not eafily to be accounted for; unlefs it. be 
fuppofed, which is too much to be apprehended, that fome of their civilized 
vifitors had given them caufe for adopting this precaution. | 
Mr. Puget and the gentlemen on board the Chatham had been equally 
deceived with ourfelyes by the appearance of the ice, and had tacked to 
avoid approaching too near fome pieces which they had fuppofed to be 
rocks; but after difcovering the miftake they foon joined us as already 
mentioned, without noticing either rocks, fhoals, or other interruption 
in failing up the found, ex¢epting the ice before mentioned. 
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CHAPTER Ix, 


Tranfactions in Crofs found—Proceed to fea— Account of a boat excurfion— 
Defcription of port Althorp and Crofs Sound—Aftronomical and nautical 
obfervations. 


A LT HOUGH the weather, during the night and morning, had been 
very rainy, yet it did not prevent our being vifited by the natives in 
feven or eight canoes, containing men, women, and children; who, from 
this early vifit, we had great reafon to fuppofe had their refidence at no 
great diftance. It appeared that they had taken up a temporary abode 
on one of the two {mall branches in this cove, for the purpofe, it fhould 
feem, of being our near neighbours. Their numbers were afterwards 
fo augmented that we had frequently near an hundred about the veffels, 
who, notwithftanding the weather was foggy, rainy, and very unpleafant, 
furnifhed us with a tolerable fupply of halibut and falmon ; the latter was 
of a very inferior fort, and poffeffed little or no tafte ; in addition to thefe 
effentials, they difpofed of a few indifferent fea otter fkins: m this traffic 
they dealt very honeftly, and in the other parts of their conduét they 
feemed to fhew an open, cheerful, and lively difpofition; yet no one 
was inclined to truft himfelf in our power on board, although on fhore 
they were affable and familiar. 

Since our arrival on the coaft this feafon, the ftate of my health had 


_been too indifferent to allow of my taking any fhare in the feveral diftant 


boat excurfions; but as it feemed to be highly probable, from the ex- 
tremely broken appearance of this extenfive opening in the coaft, that — 
Mr. Whidbey might be led to a great diftance, in land, by purfuing the — 
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continental fhore, and by that means be precluded from examining the 
various iflands that appear to lie before it, and to form the external 
boundaries of this found; and confidering myfelf now fufficiently re- 
cruited to be equal to that tafk, early in the morning of the 14th I fat 
out for that purpofe, but by noon I was obliged to return, in confe- 
quence of being feized with a moft violent indifpofition, which termina- 
ted in a bilious cholic, that confined me for feveral days to my apart- 
ments. 

During my abfence a fail had been defcried in the offing, which had 
been fuppofed to be the Jackall, and on my return a boat was fent to 
afford her every affiflance in our power. At three the next morning 
the boat returned from the veffel, which was found to be a brig named 
the Arthur, commanded by a Mr. Barber, belonging to Bengal, but laft 
from port Jackfon. At noon fhe anchored in this port, off the ifland 


forming its weftern fide, to the fouth of the ftation we had taken. The 


Indians were as ufual about our veffels, bufily employed in commercial 
dealings ; but on the arrival of this veffel, I thought it proper to prohi- 
bit the-purchafe of furs, by any of our people. 

The fame very unpleafant weather continued with little variation; the 
wind blowing a {trong gale from the eaftward. -On friday afternoon our 
amicable intercourfe with the inhabitants of the country was in fome 
meafure interrupted, by one of them having been deteéted in the aét of 
{tealing fome of the lower part of the rudder chains. Some mufkets had 
been fired to induce thofe in the canoe to return their prize to no effeét; 
the launch was therefore fent in purfuit of the canoe, and juft as the 
Indians were about to land the canoe overfet, by which accident the 
ftolen goods were loft, with fuch other valuables as they had colleéted 
during the day; and the party, confifting of two women and a man, were 
made prifoners, and with their canoe, brought on board. The three 
delinquents were ordered into irons; but they had not been long fo cir- 
cumftanced, before I received a very humble petition from the two 
ladies, who on promifing they would not again be found fo offending 
were liberated. ‘The man remained in confinement until the next morn- 


ing, when I underftood that fome fimilar a€ts had been committed on 
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board the Chatham; this information induced me to confider, that 
making an example of the thief in our poffeffion, might be attended 
with the defirable effeét of preventing further mifdemeanors ; and for this 
reafon he was punifhed with four dozen lafhes, after which his canoe was 
returned to him, and he with his ladies was difmiffed. 

On this correétion being infli€ted, the reft of the canoes quitted the 
cove, and no one came near us until tuefday, when one only came along~ 
fide. On the Indian meeting a friendly reception, his neighbours were in- 
duced to follow his example, and our former intercourfe was perfeétly re- 
eftablifhed. Amongft the number who now vifited us, was one of the wo- 
men who had been overfet in the canoe, and who in that {cuffle had hurt 
the feparated part of the lower lip; but on receiving the neceflary fur- 
gical affiftance for healing the wound, for which purpofe fhe came regu- 
larly on board every morning, it was foon perfeétly healed. | 

The Arthur failed on the 23d, and on the faturday following the Jackal 
arrived, and anchored near us; on this occafion the former reftriétions 
as to the purchafe of furs were again enforced, 

Mr. Brown ftated, that he had quitted port Mulgrave the morning after 
the Chatham had failed, and had left Portoff and his party at point Turner; 
but on his meeting with a hard gale from the eaftward, he was obliged 
to return thither, with the lofs of fome f{pars, and with material damage 
to his fails. The Ruffian party he found ftill at their encampment, but 
underftood that fix of the Kodiak Indians had been captured by the na- 
tive inhabitants. Portoff requefted Mr. Brown would afford him fome 
affiftance to regain his people; for which purpofe, with a numerous fleet 
of canoes, and one of the Jackal’s boats, Portoff direéted his courfe up 
the bay, and foon met with the hoftile Indians, who, after.a long difcuffion 
delivered up five of their prifoners, and in return received five of their 
comrades, being part of a number which in retaliation, the Ruffians had 
captured, but the remainder of the party amounting to twelve men and 
women, were detained by Portoff, until the other Kodiak Indian fhould 
be reftored. Mr. Brown’s fecond vifit to port Mulgrave was of fhort 


duration, and Portoff with his numerous fleet quitted it a few hours be- 
fore his departure. 
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We were now in hourly expectation of the party’s return under the 
command of Mr. Whidbey, for the comfort and. even fafety of whom, 
it was. not poffible for us.to avoid having the moft anxious folicitude, as 
the weather that, had generally ie fince our arrival in’ this place, 
had been of an extremely unpleafant nature... In the afternoon, however, 
we were very agreeably relieved of our anxiety for their welfare, by their 
returning all. in good health and {pirits; after having traverfed the conti- 
nental {hore fo far as to be within about 20 leagues ta cape Decifion, from 
whence a clear channel had been feen.into the ocean. To this ftation a good 
inland navigation had been found, excepting that in an eafterly direction 
from the oie geen of the veffels at the diftance of about 10 leagues, the 
_paflage though fufficiently {pacious, was at that time greatly incommoded, 
and, in fome places, nearly clofed by large fragments of floating ice. This 
inconvenience having already occafioned us much annoyance, and mo- 
ments of the moft anxious concern, I did not choofe to combat again fuch 
difficulties, efpecially as by purfuing our route by the ocean, it would af- 
. ford us an opportunity of delineating the exterior coaft; and as Mr. John- 
ftone had accomplifhed the fervice, which want of health had prevented 
my effecting, I direéted every thing to be taken from the fhore, and the 
veflels prepared for failing the next morning; but it was not.until mon- 
day in the forenoon that the wind permitted us to move, when, with a 
light air from the north, and with the affiftance of all our boats, we were 
enabled to get out of the port which I have named Port ALTHOR?. We 
had no fooner arrived in the found than the breeze died away, and. the 
flood tide obliged us to anchor until one o'clock. At this time a breeze 
again {prang up, but being from the s. w., we were employed until mid- 
night in turning out of the found. We ftood to and fro off cape Crofs 
to wait the return of day, in order to carry on the examination of the 
external coaft fouthward towards cape Decifion, which was now difco- 
vered to be either the coaft of a long iland, or an archipelago extending 
to the latitude of 56°15’, and probably further fouth. Near its fouth- 
eaftern extremity, I intended to take the firft convenient fituation that 
might offer for the veffels, whilft the boats were employed in completing 
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the furvey of the fmall portion of the continental fhore that now re- 
mained for our examination. 

Previoufly however, to my proceeding in this part of my journal, I 
fhall ftate the fervices performed by Mr. Whidbey during his late excur- 
fion, which according to the dire€tions he received commenced on the 
forenoon of the 10th from cape Spencer, with very thick foggy unplea- 
fant weather; this convenience, in addition to the immenfe numbers of 
huge pieces of floating ice, very much retarded his progrefs acrofs the 
found. Having at length effe€ted this obje€t, the continental fhore from the 
cape above-mentioned was found to take nearly a north dire€tion for 
about 3 leagues to a low pebbly point; n.N.w. from which, five miles 
further, a {mall brook flowed into the found, and on its northern fide ftood 
the ruins of a deferted Indian village. To reach this ftation, the party had 
advanced up an arm about 6 miles wide at its entrance, but which had 
decreafed to about half that width, and their further progrefs was now 
{topped by an immenfe body of compaét perpendicular ice, extending 
from fhore to fhore, and connected with a range of lofty mountains that 
formed the head of the arm, and as it were, gave fupport to this body of 
ice on each fide. Their courfe was now dire&ted acrofs the arm, and 
on its eaftern fide, compelled by the inclemency of the weather, the party 
ftopped until it fhould prove more favorable to their purpofe. Thefe 
fhores are compofed of a border of low land, which on high tides is over- 
flown, and becomes broken into iflands. Here were ere€ted two pillars 
fixteen feet high, and four feet in circumference, painted white; on the 
top of each was placed a large fquare box; on examining one of them 
it was found to contain many afhes, and pieces of burnt bones, which 
were confidered to be human; thefe reliéts were carefully wrapped up in 
{kins, and old mats, and at the bafe of the pillars was placed an old 
canoe in which were fome paddles. 

The weather in the night was dark with conftant rain, and on the fol- 
lowing morning it improved but little; yet as it permitted the party 
to fee from point to pomt, Mr. Whidbey profecuted his refearches, and 
found the fhores of the icy barrier taking a dire€tion s. 53 £. 4+ leagues, 
to a point, which I have called Point Wims.epon, lying from 
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cape Spencer N.53 £., diftant eleven miles. In pafling this fpace, they 
were obliged to make their way through a great quantity of floating ice, 

and between three {mall rocky iflands lying at a little diftance from the 
main land, which oppofite to thefe iflands terminates in fleep, rugged, 
rocky cliffs. This point forms the north-weft point of entrance into 
an extenfive branch of the found extending to the eaftward; its oppofite 
point of entrance, which I named Poinr Lavinia, is the north- 
eaft point of port Althorp, and lies from it s.12 £., at the diftance of fix 
miles. Between thefe points is a group confifting of one low, and two 
high rocky iflands, with fome rocks and iflets about them; from hence 
the fhore took a circular direction to the N.N.£. for about a league, and 
‘formed the weftern entrance of a fmaller branch about 2 miles wide, ex- 
tending to the north and north-weftward; at the entrance of which, in 
mid-channel was only found 18 fathoms water; a circumftance we had 
been little accuftomed to meet with in our examination of the feveral 
branches of this very extraordinary country; as in almoft every other 
inftance their depth had been far greater, than we had been provided to 
reach. Up this opening the party advanced nearly in a north-welt di- 
rection about 2 leagues, where their further progrefs was nearly {topped 
by fhoals, rocky iflets, and rocks, extending acrofs the branch, which de- 
creafed to about a mile in width, and for the {pace of about two miles, was 
occupied by thefe iflets and rocks; beyond them on the weftern fhore 
was a {mall fhallow opening, that appeared to communicate with one of 
a fimilar defcription, and which had been noticed in the other arm a few 
miles below the icy barrier, but was too fhallow to be approached by 
the boats. About 4 miles from hence ina northerly dire€tion this branch 
finally clofed, being in moft places greatly encumbered with ice. On 
the return of the boats, they were much incommoded by the fhoals that 
extend from the north-eaft fide of the arm, to within half a mile of its 
fouth-weft fide. About its entrance the foundings were regular, of a 
moderate depth, and afforded good and fecure anchorage; but at this 

feafon, veffels would be much inconvenienced by the immenfe quantities 
of floating ice; this impediment, in addition to the weather being again 

very foggy, ftopped the progrefs of their refearches early in the after- 

Tie noon, 


243 


1794+ 
July. 


A VONMAGE OF DUSCOWER Y 


noon, and obliged them to retire about a league within the entrance on 
the eaftern fhore. About ten of the natives in two canoes had been met 
with, who had conduéted themfelves in a very civil and friendly manner. 
Toward the evening and in the night, the ice accumulated fo much as to 
threaten deftru€tion to the’ boats, which under the circumftances of their 
fituation, could not,without inconvenience and delay be hauled on fhore: 


the utmolt vigilance of the party became requifite to prevent their being: 


damaged, which was happily effected, though with the lofs of a grapnel, 
as the Chatham’s cutter had by the ice been unavoidably forced adrift. 
This, though an important lofs, (none of the boats having a {pare grap- 
nel) was foon compenfated by the ingenuity of Mr. Le Mefurier, who 
had the Command of the cutter, and who immediately conftruéted one of 
wood, that anfwered the purpofe of an iron one extremely well, aes 
the reft of the excurfion. 

The morning of the 12th, though unpleafant, was rather more favo- 
rable to their purfuit, which was {till greatly impeded by the ice. From 


‘the eaft point of this branch, which I have called Pornr Dunpas, fitu- 
ated in Jatitude 58° 21’, longitude 224° 1’, the coaft takes an irregular. 


E.N/=£. direction about feven miles to a point, from whence this branch 
of the found appeared to be very extenfive invan.£.s.£. point of view, 


anid was upwards of 3 leagues acrofs.» The party proceeded from point - 


Dundas to this: flation, through’ a channel from 2 to 3 miles in width, 


between the continental fhore, and an ifland about feven miles long and 


three miles’ broad, lying in a N.£. and s. w. direction. This fpacious 
infet prefented to our party an “arduous tafk, as the fpace between 
the fliores’'on the northern and fouthern fides, feemed to be intirely 


occupied by one compaét fheet of ice as far as the eye could diftine 


guifh. Whilft the boats remained at this point they were vifited by the 
natives in feveral canoes, that had come from out a {mall {hallow brook 
a little to the weftward of the point... Excepting a few indifferent’ fea 
otter fkins, thefe people brought with them no articles for traffic. To 
the north and eaft of this point, the fhores of the continent form two 
large open bays, which were terminated by compaét folid mountains of 
ice, rifing perpendicularly from the water’s edge, and bounded to the 
~ north 
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_ north by a continuation of the united lofty frozen mountains that extend 
eaftward from mount Fairweather. In thefe bays alfo were great quan- 
tities of broken ice, which having been put in motion by the fpringing 
up of a northerly wind, was drifted to the fouthward, and forcing the 
boats from the northern fhore, obliged them to take fhelter round the 
north-eaft point of the above ifland. This made Mr. Whidbey apprehen- 
five, that the ftill apparent conneéted body of ice from fide to fide, would 
at length oblige him to abandon his refearches by this route, unlefs he 
fhould find it poffible to force a paflage through this formidable ob- 
ftruétion. 

In attempting this, the party fucceeded far beyond their expe€tations, 
for they gained an open navigation, and by four in the afternoon arrived 
at a low and nearly round ifland about 2 leagues in circuit, lying from 
the former ifland n. 89 £., diftant 3 leagues. - This ifland is moderately 
elevated, its fhores pleafant and eafy of accefs, and well ftocked with 
timber, moftly of the pine tribe. It prefented a much more inviting 
appearance than they had been accuftomed to behold, and the wind and 
weather being more favorable than for fome time patt, they continued 
along the continental fhore, paffing within fome iflets that lie about a 
league to the eaftward of the round ifland, until nine in the evening, when 
it became calm, and the party refted for the night at the entrance of a 
brook, in a bay on the northern or continental fhore, which from the 
_ round ifland lies s. 82 £., diftant ten miles. Here in the morning of the 
13th they were vifited by fifteen Indians, men, women, and children, 
who conduéted themfelves in the moft civil and affable manner, and 
took much pains to explain, that they had recently been engaged in a 
war with the inhabitants of the fouthern fide of the branch, in which 
they had been beaten, and pointed to a deferted village, where thofe of 
their comrades who had fallen had been buried. ‘Thefe people appeared 
to be a part of a very poor tribe, and had fearcely any thing to difpofe of; 


for which reafon Mr. Whidbey made them prefents of fome few trivial . 


articles, which were very thankfully received, and then he refumed his 
examination, and found the continent from the laft_ mentioned open bay 
compaét, and taking a courfe fomewhat irregularly s.50 £. 7 leagues, 
toa point, which I called after the feat of my anceftors, Pornr Cov- 
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VERDEN, where the obferved latitude was 58° 12’, longitude 225° 7’, 
At the diftance of 2 miles to the north-weft of this point, the party 
paffed a fmall cove with an ifland lying before it, and half a league fouth 
of the point, a high barren rocky iflet. 

The branch that had been thus navigated, was here about five or fix 
miles wide, and at this ftation was united with a very extenfive arm, 
taking a s.s.e. and n.N.w. dire€tion. The latter becoming the firft ob- 
jet of attention, the boats proceeded to the northward, along the wef- 
tern or continental fhore, which in this neighbourhood conftituted a 
narrow border of low land, well wooded with ftately trees, moftly of 
the pine tribe, behind which ftill extended a continuation of the lofty 
fhowy mountains. About two miles to the north of point Couverden 
were paffed one {mall ifland and three rocky ifiets; one of which lies 
nearly in mid-channel, and having advanced about 4 or 5 leagues up this » 
arm, the oppofite fhore that had appeared to be compaét now feemed 
to be broken. The progrefs of the party in this purfuit was greatly re- 
tarded by a frefh northerly wind, and a conftant ftream fetting againft 
them, fo that it was noon on the 14th before they reached a point lying 
N.10 w. from point Couverden; where Mr. Whidbey obferved the lati- — 
tude to be 58°95’. From this point the eaftern fhore of the arm full 
prefented the fame broken appearance, but that along which they had 
pafled was firm and compatt, indented with a few coves, and fome iflets 
and rocks lying near it. Both fides of this arm were bounded by lofty. 
{tupendous mountains, covered with perpetual ice and fnow, whilft the 
fhores in this neighbourhood appeared to be compofed of cliffs of very 
fine flate, interf{perfed with beaches of excellent paving ftone. This 
point forms a projecting promontory, about a league long, ina norther- 
ly direétion, from which the continental fhore {till continued in the above | 
line about nine miles, where, near a fmall brook, the party refted for 
the night. Moft of the preceding day had been foggy and rainy, the 
latter increafed greatly during the night, and detained them until nine in 
the forenoon of the 1 5th; when, having a gentle breeze in their favor, 
they proceeded along a ftraight and compaét fhore, and by noon reach- f 
ed a {mall iflet, where the obferved latitude was 58°54’, longitude 224° ~ 
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47’. This iflet is about two miles from the weftern fhore of the main 
channel, which ftill continues to be five miles wide. Another iflet lies 
to the north, between it, and the fouth point of an ifland about five 
miles long and a mile broad, lying along the weftern fhore, and forming 
a channel that is about a mile wide, having at its fouthern entrance 
fhoals that extend nearly from fide to fide. Up this channel the boats 
paffed, and found the continental fhore now take a dircétion n.22 w., 
nine miles from the above iflet, to a point where the arm narrowed to 
two miles acrofs ; from whence it extended ten miles further ina direGtion 
N.30 w., where its navigable extent terminated in latitude 59° 12’, lon- 
gitude 224° 33’. This ftation was reached in the morning of the 16th, 


after pafling fome iflets and fome rocks, nearly in mid-channel. Above — 


the northernmoft of thefe (which hes four miles below the fhoal, that 
extends acrofs the upper part of the arm, there about a mile in width,) 
the water was found to be perfeétly frefh. Along the edge of this fhoal 
the boats pafled from fide to fide in fix feet water, and beyond it, the 
head of the arm extended about half a league, where a {mall opening 
in the land was feen, about the fourth of a mile wide, leading to the 
north-weftward, from whence a rapid ftream of frefh water rufhed over 
the fhoal; but this, to all appearance, was bounded at no great diftance 
by a continuation of the fame lofty ridge of fnowy mountains fo re- 
peatedly mentioned, as ftretching eaftwardly from mount Fairweather, 
and which, in every point of view they had hitherto been feen, ap- 
peared to be a firm and clofe-connefted range of ftupendous mountains, 
for ever doomed to fupport a burthen of undiffolving ice and fnow.. It 
was here remarked, that notwithftanding the quantity of frefh water 
which flowed into this arm from the brook jaft mentioned, the fhores 
were perfeétly free from fnow or ice, although they were three fourths of 
a degree to the north of thofe parts that had undergone the examina: 
tion of the party in the early part of their prefent expedition, where 
they had been much annoyed by ice, and it became another inftance of 

the local exiftence of thefe fubftances. 
It may reafonably be prefumed that this ftream is alone indebted for its 
exiftence to the diffolution of the {now and ice in its vicinity at this fea- 
fon 
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fon of the year; as it feemed to be too inconfiderable, and the adjacent 
mountains appeared to be too compact, to admit of its deriving its fource 
from any other caufe. , faa 
Up this brook, the Indian party, which had now accumulated to upwards 
of an hundred, gave our gentlemen to underitand, that eight chiefs of 
great confequence refided, and they folicited the party, with much earneft- 
nefs, that they would remain in that neighbourhood fome days, to give 
the chiefs an opportunity of paying them a vifit. Inquiries were made 
for the chief of the tribe then prefent, but no one of the Indians affumed 
that character. Their behaviour was peaceable, civil, and friendly ; but 
our party having a more important object to purfue than that of recei- 
ving new vifitors, declined the propofed civility, and returned down the 
arm, along the eaftern fhore, which was low, indented into “fmall bays 
and coves, and appeared to be a border that extended from the bafe of 
the mountains that lie behind it, and which took a direction s. 40 z., 44 
leagues to a point that obtained the name of Point SEDUCTION, in 
confequence of the artful charatter of the Indians who are faid to refide 


‘In 1ts neighbourhood. 


From this point lies a range of {mall iflands about four miles in a fouth 
direction. The fouthernmoft is a flat barren rock, but on the others, 
trees were produced. From hence the oppofite fhore forming the eaft- 
ern fide of the arm was about two miles diftant, and at this point a 
branch of it extended v.18 w., about eleven miles; and fhewed that 
what had been taken for a low border uniting with the mountains, was a 
narrow {trip of land from one to two miles acrofs. This branch after 
winding in a wefterly dire€tion about 3 miles further, terminated this 
extenfive arm in its north-wefterly dire€tion, by low land formed imme- 
diately at the foot of high {tupendous mountains, broken into deep gul- 
lies, and loaded with perpetual 1 ice and {now. - 

Through the low land uniting with the narrow ftrip, flows apoulaae 
brook, much fmaller than the former, but originating apparently from 
a fimilar caufe, the diffolving ice and fnow. On this low fpit, as alfo 
on the border, feveral very large pine trees were feen, with fome birch - 
and {mall alder trees, The examination to this extent occupied the party 


until 


ROUNay TRE WOrR LiD; 


until the afternoon of the 16th; when they returned along the eaftern — 


fhore, which, as they advanced to the fouth, became high, fteep, and 
craggy. 

On this occafion it may not be improper to remark, that the upper 
part of this arm, which after the place of my nativity, the town of Lynn in 
Norfolk, obtained the name of Lynn CanAt, approaches nearer to thofe 
interior waters of the continent, which are {aid to be known to the traders 
and travellers from the oppofite fide of America, than we had found the 
waters of the north pacific penetrate in any former inftance. This ap- 
proximation is towards the fouth-weft fide of the Arathapelcow lake, as 
_ Jaid down in Captain Cook’s chart, from which its diftance is about 
three hundred and twenty geographical miles; but from the clofe con- 
ne€tion and continuation of the lofty {nowy barrier, fo frequently before 
adverted to, trending fouth-eaftward, and nearly parallel to the direc- 
tion of the continental fhore, little probability can remain of there being 
any navigable communication, even for canoes between fuch waters and 
the north pacific ocean, without the interruption of falls, cataraéts, and 
various other impediments. 

The boats were fhortly joined in their way down the canal by a large 
canoe, in which there were about twenty Indians, with a chief who af- 
fumed the charaéter of king or principal chief over all the people refiding 
up the brook. He introduced himfelf ina friendly and courteous manner, 
made Mr. Whidbey a prefent of a fea otter {kin, and cheerfully received 
a fuitable return; but like the Indians who had vifited the veffels, he did 
not care to venture himfelf in the power of our party, and nothing could 
induce him to get into the yawl, but Mr. Whidbey himfelf going as a 
hoftage into his canoe, and there remaining fo long as he might think 
proper to ftay in the boat. With this requeft Mr. Whidbey did not 
think proper to comply, yet they accompanied our party down the canal, 
who in the evening refted for the night on the eaftern fhore, about five 
miles to the fouthward of point Seduétion; on their landing, the chief 
fhewed much civil attention, and as he had before done on all occafions, 
ufed his utmoft endeavours to imprefs our gentlemen with a good opinion 
of his fincerity. 
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This chief Mr. Whidbey reprefented as a tall thin elderly man. He 


_ was dreffed in a much more fuperb ftyle than any chief we had hitherto 


feen on this coaft, and he fupported a degree of {tate confequence, and 
perfonal dignity, unufual to be found amongft the chiefs of North-Weft 
America. His external robe was a very fine large garment, that reach- 
ed from his neck down to his heels, made of wool from the mountain 
fheep, neatly variegated with feveral colours, and edged, and otherwife 
decorated with little tufts, or frogs of woollen yarn, dyed of various co- 
lours. His head-drefs was made of wood, much refembling in its fhape,; 
a crown, adorned with bright copper and braf{s plates, from whence 
hung a number of tails or {treamers, compofed of wool and fur wrought 
together, died of various colours, and each terminating by a whole er- 
mine {kin. The whole exhibited a magnificent appearance, and indica- 
ted a tafte for drefs and ornament, that we had not fuppofed the natives 
of thefe regions to poffefs. ; 

The very cordial behaviour of thefe new acquaintances did not, how- 
ever, prevent Mr. Whidbey from being on his guard, and knowing that 
there were many others in the neighbourhood, he caufed every one of 
his party to fleep in the boats at their grapnels, a little diftance from the 
fhore, and gave particular dire€tions that the watch fhould be vigilantly 
attentive, as he had reafon to expeét more of the natives would arrive in 
the courfe of the night. In this conjeéture he was not miftaken, for at 
the next dawn of day it was difcovered, that another large canoe, with 
three fmaller ones, had found their way into the cove unpereeived by 
thofe who were on watch, and at the fame time two other large canoes, 
attended by feveral {maller ones, all full of Indians, were advancing at 
no great diftance, and thofe already in the cove, were in motion towards 
the boats. On this fufpicious appearance, for they were all armed, and 
prepared for hoftilities, Mr. Whidbey took fuch inftant precautions as 
were moft likely to repel any attempt that might be in contemplation; 
and by the time our party had.increafed their diftance a little from the 
fhore, and were prepared to aft on the defenfive; the chief, who had 
fhewn fuch marks of friendly attention during the preceding day and 
evening, was, with his followers, alongfide of the yawl, purfuing a mode 
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of behaviour very different to that which he had before obferved. He 
now waited for no invitation, but on his coming alongfide, with an empty 
box in his hand, he jumped into the yaw], feemingly with no other in- 
tent than that of plundering the boat: fortunately, however, the awning 
being fpread much impeded his progrefs, and prevented the reft of his 
companions from following his example, before he was obliged to retire, 
and put off with his canoe. By this time the other canoes had divided 
their forces, and had gone againft the other two boats, where they ex- 
perienced a fimilar repulfe. Notwithftanding that their numbers had 
now increafed to at leaft two hundred; yet feeing our boats were {fo 
well prepared, and ready to aét on their defence, they declined making 
any further attempt, and feemed to content themfelves with vaunting 
only. One chief in particular became very valiant, he was of the laft 
party that had arrived, and was in a large canoe full of Indians, who 
were well provided not only with fpears, but with feven mufkets, and 
fome brafs blunderbuffes, all in moft excellent order. He advanced, and 
hailed the yawl with a {peaking trumpet, which he held in one hand, 
and had a fpying glafs in the other; a powder horn was flung acrofs his 
fhoulders, and aclean bright brafs blunderbufs was lying near him, which 
he frequently took up and pointed at Mr. Whidbey, in fuch a manner as 
evidently fhewed he was no {tranger to the ufe and management of fuch 
weapons; and by his adroitnefs in the ule of the trumpet and telefcope, 
it would feem that he had not been unfuccelsful in copying this part of 
maritime education. Little doubt remained with our party as to the hoftile 
intentions of thefe people, and it was probably a very happy circum- 
ftance that they had not been more aétive in carrying their defigns into 
effe&t ; for, befide the arms already mentioned, each man was provided 
with a fhort handy dagger, very conveniently tied round his wrift. Had 
they with thefe weapons affailed our boats, and got poffeffion of them in 
the night by furprize, which was evidently what had been meditated, 
their projeét might poffibly have been attended with ferious confequences, 
if they had poffefled fufficient courage to have maintained a conteft; this, 
however, feemed to be very doubtful, as our boats remained for a fhort 

Kk 2 time 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


time nearly ftationary, waiting their affault, but this they all thought 
proper to decline. 

Some chaftifement for fo unprovoked and treacherous breach of hof- 
pitality and good faith, might probably have been attended with the 
defirable effect of preventing fimilar aggreffions in future; but as our 
party had received no injury from their evil intentions, Mr. Whidbey 
very humanely defifted from taking any revenge; and notwithftanding he 
had them much in his power, and could not have fired upon them. with- 
out making great~flaughter, he neverthelefs did not avail himfelf of his 
fituation, but left it at their option to retire, or to become more attive 
agereflors. By his having direéted his courfe toward mid-channel, the 
canoes were drawn from the fhore into the middle of the canal, where 
they were lefs liable to be troublefome, as it had appeared that on all 
fuch occafions they were defirous of fecuring a retreat, by being near 
to the rocks or woods. ‘The whole Indian party followed the boats for 
about three miles, when they gave up their purfuit, and retired, making 
a great noife, and holding up fea otter fkins, which they feemed to 
poffefs in great abundance. 

With this party three chiefs only had appeared, although, according 
to their own account, the tribe refiding up the brook had belonging to 
it, eight chiefs. The whole of this party, which had been colleéted ata 
very {hort notice, feemed to be fighting men, or perfons of that defcrip- 
tion, there being neither {triplings nor women amongft them, excepting 
five principal ladies, each of whom, agreeably to the fafhion of the na- 
tions of this part of America, fteered and conduéted one of the five large 
canoes, the ftation allotted to them in all warlike enterprizes, as has been 
defcribed on a former occafion. By this ftrength it will appear, that 
if, as it is prefumed, thefe were three only, of the eight chiefs of the 
brook, and that the other five were equally powerful, this muft be 
amongft the moft numerous tribes we had yet become acquainted with, 
on the coaft of North Weft America. 

The party being at length relieved from thefe very troublefome vif 
tors, with the piewine refle€tion of not having been driven to the ne- 
ceflity of depriving any one of life, purfued their route quietly along the 
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eaftern fhore. The weather was dark and gloomy, and as the day ad- 
vanced the wind blew {trong from the fouthward, attended with much 
rain. At breakfaft time a point, called by me Point Sr. Mary’s, was 
reached in latitude 58° 434’, longitude 225° 9’, forming the north point of 
a bay, which Inamed BeErneERs Bay, about 4 miles acrofs, in a direction 
S.20., about 5 miles deep to the N.N.£. From the fouth point of this 
bay, which I called Poinr Brincet, the continental fhore took a direc- 
tion s. 26 £., and having advanced about 10 miles paffing a {mall ifland, 
with fome rocks and iflets about it, the feverity of the weather obliged them 
to take fhelter amongft a group of {mall iflets, where, during the night, 
they experienced a hard gale from the fouthward, attended with a heavy 
rain, which detained them until eight in the forenoon of the 18th, when the 
party refumed their examination in a channel difficult to navigate, even 
for boats: it being much incommoded with numberlefs rocks between this 
group of iflets and the continent, which ftill continued in the dire&tion 
before mentioned. Beyond thefe iflets to the weftward, lies a larger 
ifland, and from the fhore of the main land, a fhallow bank extends nearly 
half a league, commencing about a league from the place at which the 
party had: flept the night preceding. In paffing through this intricate 
navigation, {mokes were feen in various dire€tions, and many Indians were 
obferved about the fhores, along which the party having now advanced 
about five miles, they came to the north point of .a {mall bay where the 
fhoal bank terminated. Here they {topped to dine in exceffively cold 
rainy weather, with a {trong gale of wind from the fouthward. From 
this {tation the fouth point of the large ifland, which ina nN. w. and s. kz. 
direétion is about fix miles long, and about two miles broad, lies 
N.77 w., diftant two miles and a half, and forms the north point of a 
channel into the main arm, about a mile and three quarters wide; the 
fouth point of this channel being alfo the weft point of a narrow branch 
leading to the fouth-eaft. After dinner, accompanied by a canoe and 
‘twelve Indians, the route of the party was direéted up this fouth-eaftern 
branch, but their progrefs in confequence of the very bad weather was 
rendered extremely flow, and towards the evening they had the further 
mortification of being joined by another large canoe full of Indians. 

As 
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Ge. As the day declined with every profpett of a difmal boifterous night, 
wena the party anxioufly looked out for fome place of fhelter, and endea- 
voured to get rid of the Indians by firing fome mufkets over their heads; 
but inftead of this meafure having the defired effe€t, it feemed only to 
make them more daring, and encouraged them to advance nearer to the 
boats. Thus unpleafantly circumftanced, they continued at their oars 
until ten at night, without having gained more than 4 miles from the 
place where they had dined, and without the moft diftant probability of 
the Indians taking their leave. Although this branch had every appear- 
ance of being clofed not far a-head, yet as Mr. Whidbey wifhed to afcer- 
tain that fatt pofitively, the party f{teered for the-fhore with an intent of © 
there pafling the night; this the Indians perceived, made the beft of their 
way thither, and got poffeffion of the beach before them, where they drew 
up in battle array, with their {pears couched ready to receive our people 
on landing. There was now no alternative but either to force a landing 
by firing upon them, or to remain at their oars all night. The latter. 
Mr. Whidbey confidered to be not only the moft humane, but the moft 
prudent meafure to adopt, concluding that their habitations were not 
far diftant, and believing them, from the number of fmokes that had 
been feen during the day, to be a very numerous tribe. So far as the 
branch had been difcernible before dark, which was’ not more than a 
mile wide, there was, every reafon to think its termination had been 
feen; but fhould the party have been deceived, it was here infinitely too 
rocky and dangerous to be confidered as navigable for {hipping, and for 
that reafon unworthy any further examination, -at the rfk of a ferious 
difpute with thefe troublefome people. Thefe confiderations determined — 
Mr. Whidbey to return through the channel above-mentioned into the 
main canal, where about the dawn of day on the 19th the boats arrived 
at a point which obtained the name of Point RETREAT, fituated in 
latitude 58° 24’, longitude 225° 12’. Here they ftopped to take fome — 
reft, and having breakfafted, Mr. Whidbey, although in fome meafure 
departing from the {crupulous exaétnefs with which our furvey had been 
hitherto conducted, became fatisfied that the branch he had thus quitted, ~ 
was but barely navigable for boats, and therefore purfued his refearches 
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about fixteen miles, to a point called by me Point Marspen, along 


255 


17946 


July. 


the eaftern fhore of the canal, concluding it to be the continent, faking ys 


adireGtion s.gE.; it is compofed of land, very moderately elevated, 
covered with fine timber, chiefly of the pine kind, and terminating at 
the water-fide, with alternate fteep rocky cliffs and fmall fandy bays, 
with a few detached rocks and iflets lying near it. The wind was ftill 
boifterous, with thick, rainy, unpleafant weather, fo that they could 
feldom fee a mile before them; they were, however, fometimes favored 
by a light northerly wind, with which, on the 20th, they advanced about 
10 leagues further, {till finding the eaftern fhore compact, and the coun- 
try of a fimilar defcription to that they had pafled the preceding day. 
Here, at a point in latitude 57° 37’, longitude 205° 29, which I called 
Porn’ Parker, the party took up their abode for the night, which 
was very rainy; but in the morning of the 21ft the weather became fair, 
and gave them a diftin@ view of the furrounding region. It was feen 
that they were advancing in a very fpacious ftrait or channel, to all ap- 
pearance free from interruption ; its weftern fhore, diftant feven miles, 
appeared to confift of an extenfive traét of land, or a large group of 
iflands, that feemed to form channels, which took a welterly dire€tion 
towards the ocean; the latter appearing the moft probable, I have ho- 
nored this country with the name of Kinc Georcre tHE TuHrrp’s 
ARCHIPELAGO. 

The flood-tide, although of fhort duration, not running more than two 
hours, had, fince their pafling to the fouth of the fpacious branch, com- 
municating with Crofs found, been regularly obferved to come from the 
fouthward, and ftongly indicated that this channel likewife communica- 
ted with the ocean in a foutherly dire@tion. As the weather was now 
favorable to that purfuit they loft no time, but ftill kept along the eaftern 
fhore, which, from point Parker, took a general dire¢tion s. 7%. mdent- 
ed into feveral {mall bays ; the fhores are low, and at high tide are much 
divided by the water. A league to the s.z. of point Parker, in one of 
thefe bays, is an opening about the eighth part of a mile wide, where 
many of the natives in their canoes were affembled, and from the treat- 
ment our party had lately received, it was neceflary that their fire-arms 
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fhould be in readinels, but as fome of them had been loaded many days 


— Mr. Whidbey ordered them to be difcharged into the air; this foon af- 


ter produced a return of nearly an equal number from the Indians on 
fhore; but as the boats approached the opening, the canoes were all 
haftily paddled off by the natives, and foon difappeared. 

In the entrance 5 fathoms water was found, and after advancing about 
half a mile it proved to be only a fhallow rocky place, having a {mall 
part of its fouthern fide an ifland at high water. On each fide of the — 
entrance fome new habitations were conftruéting, and for the firft time 
during our intercourfe with the North Weft American Indians in the vi- 
cinity of thefe habitations, were found fome {quare patches of ground in 
a {tate of cultivation, producing a plant that appeared to be a fpecies of 
tobacco; and which, we underftood, is by no means uncommon amoneft 
the inhabitants of Queen Charlotte’s iflands, who cultivate much of this 
plant. On the return of the boats the Indians again made their ap- 
pearance in a large body, headed by a chief who manifefted a friendly 
difpofition, by frequently taking up and laying down his mufket, and 
making figns that thofe in the boats fhould do the fame. On this being 
complied with, he fent a young man dreffed in a fearlet coat and blue 
trowfers to invite our party on fhore; but Mr.Whidbey thought proper 
to decline the intended civility, but gave the meffenger to underftand he 
wanted fome fifh; on which the young man, though not without fome 
hefitation, got into the yawl, and difpatched his canoe for the purpofe of 
obtaining a fupply.. It was not long before the canoe returned with | 


; 


fome {mall herrings, for which they were well rewarded; and no fooner 
was this intelligence known on fhore, than the whole tribe were in motion, 
and in the courfe of a few minutes the boats were furrounded by upwards 
of five hundred Indians of all ages and both fexes, feemingly with no other 
intent than that of carrying on a fair and brifk trafhc. This crowd 
however became very unpleafant, and on Mr. Whidbey pointing out to 
the chief that the throng was inconvenient to our party, he made a fhort 
harangue to the furrounding multitude, and they all returned to the fhore; 
the chief followed his people, and fent an abundant fupply of fifh to the 
boats 
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boats, for which kindnefs a handfome reward was fent back, and Mr. 
Whidbey purfued his refearches. 

About ten miles from point Parker, a proje€ting point was pafled, 
which I called Point SAmvueEL, this forms the north point of Hood’s bay, 
which is about a league and a half acrofs, haying fome iflands nearly in its 
center. On the fouth point of this bay the party {topped to breakfaft, and 
were vifited by fourteen canoes from the Indian tribe they had laft feen, 
in none of which were more than four perfons. Their errand feemed 
purely for the purpofe of trading, in which they conduéted themfelves 
with the greateft good humour, and the ftri€teft honefty ; and feemed to 
be infinitely more inclined to difpofe of their fea otter {kins, than of their 

‘fifh. Of the former they had great abundance, and many were thrown into 
the boats, for which they thankfully received any trifling article of wear- 
ing apparel in return. Mr. Whidbey defcribed their canoes as not mate- 
rially differing from the general fafhion of thofe of Nootka, and the parts 
to the north-weft of that place, although they were better contrived, far 
more ferviceable, and infinitely neater than any of that fort which he 
had feen on this coaft. From thefe people he underftood, that the weft- 
_ ern coaft was compofed of feveral iflands which they had lately paffed 
through, and had traded with veffels in fome port on the exterior coaft, 
from whence they procured moft of the European commodities they had 
about them, confifting chiefly of wearing apparel; of which, coats and 
cloth trowfers feemed by them to be preferred to every other article, 
excepting arms and ammunition: copper and iron being reduced to a 
very inferior value. 
_ Quitting this ftation Mr. Whidbey continued his furvey along the eaft- 
ern fhore, ftill in the direétion of s. 7 E.; two {maller bays were now paffed, 
~~ and off the points of each of them, iflets and rocks were feen lying ata 
little diftance. In the evening a point was reached in latitude 57° 19’, 
near which the party refted for the night in-a {mall cove. Soon after 
dark they were vifited by fome Indians, who on being given to under- 
{land that their company was not defired, quietly departed. Here they 
evidently experienced the oceanic {well rolling from the fouthward;, and 
after proceeding the next morning 13 miles, s.10.£., they arrived at a 
Vou. III. Tat _ point, 
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point, from whence a clear and diftin& view of the fea was gained, be- 
+ tween the high land of cape Decifion, lying s.9 £., and the fouth ex- 
tremity of the land, forming the weftern fide of thefe ftraits lying fouth., 
Here Mr. Whidbey obferved the latitude to be 57° 1’, longitude 225° 
39. The fhores of the eaftern fide, along which they had paffed fince 
the morning of the 19th, were confidered in general to be not more 
than moderately high, and terminating uniformly in a bold fhore, free 
from fhoals or other interruptions to navigation; excepting, that the 
flood tide is of fhort duration, the ftream having been generally found 
to fet downwards. The furface of the country is compofed of rugged 
rocks, but in their chafms was a tolerably good foil, which produced an 
abundance of very fine timber of the pine tribe in great variety, fome of 
which trees meafured twenty-three feet in girt; but the oppofite fhore 
feemed to be compofed of rugged mountains lefs fertile, and rifing by a 
more fteep afcent from the water fide. From this point, which obtained 
the name of Point GARDNER, in a direétion s. 23 E., lie fome rocks 
and a {mall ifland, the former at the diftance of three quarters of a mile, 
and the latter at that of three miles. It forms alfo the fouth-weft point 
of entrance into another very fpacious arm of the fea, that takes a di- 
rection toward the N.£., where, after continuing their examination for 
about 10 miles along its larboard or north-weftern fhore, off which lie 
many detached rocks; the party refted for the night near a point which 
Icalled Point TOWNSHEND. 

In the morning of the 23d the weather was again dark and gloomy; it 
however permitted them to fee, that the furrounding regions were too 
much divided by water, to admit of the moft diftant probability of their 
being able to complete their furvey up to cape Decifion, during this expe- 
dition; the party having already been abfent the length of time for which 
they had been provided, and being now diftant upwards of an hundred and 
twenty miles from the veffels. Mr. Whidbey was therefore obliged to _ 
decline any further profecution of his refearches, and to make the beft of 
his way back to Crofs found. They had now a ftrong gale from the eaft- 
ward, which after they had paffed point Gardner veered to the s.£., greatly 
increafed, and was attended with heavy rain; but as it was fair, and juft 
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permitted the boats to carry their clofe-reefed forefails, they made great 
progrefs until the yawl’s maft was carried away, which compelled them 
to {top in a {mall cove to repair the damage. Here they embraced an 
opportunity of taking fome refrefhment of which they ftood in great 
need, as they were all extremely wet and very cold. Soon after quitting 
this place, they paffed clofe by the village of friendly Indians, but not one 
of them was feen, and it is moft probable, that the badnefs of the weather had 
confined them to their habitations. At the time of ftarting from the cove, 
Mr. Whidbey had intended to avail himfelf of the favorable gale, by run- 
ning all night; but by eleven o'clock the atmofphere became fo thick, 
and the night fo dark, that he was obliged to abandon that defign, and 
take fhelter in a fmall cove on the eaftern fhore, 21 leagues from point 
Gardner, On the following morning the weather was calm, fair, and 
pleafant; but the preceding gale had left behind it a fhort irregular fwell, 
which rendered their paflage acrofs the ftraits, fo extremely tedious and 
flow, that they did not reach the fouth-eaft point of the branch leading 
into Crofs found until near noon; when from this point, which obtained 
the name of Poinr AucustTa, and is fituated in latitude 58° 32, longi- 
tude 225°10', their courfe was directed along the fouth-weft fhore; but 
the continued agitation of the water, fo obfisuéied their rowing, that. 
they had not advanced more than 2 leagues, before it was time to halt for 
the night. 

The weather continued to ee calm and pleafant, and as they again 
proceeded on the morning of the 25th, this fide of the branch was found 
to be compofled chiefly of rocky cliffs, with iflets and detached rocks, ly- 
ing at fome diftance from the fhore, which was compatt, not very high, 
but well covered with wood, taking a direétion N. 60.w., 17 miles, to a 
point which I called Point Soruia; forming the north-eaft point of 
entrance into a deep found, which I named Port Frepericx, about 
a league wide, in an eaft and weft dire€tion, winding to the fouthward, 
and apparently much divided by water. From the weft fide of this 
found the fhore took a more northerly dire€tion, with fome iflets lying 
near it, to a point, which is the northern: extremity of this fuppofed, ar- 
chipelago, and which obtained the name of Poinr Apotpuus, fituated 
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in latitude 58° 18’, longitude 224° 284’. This point the party reached 
in the evening, and about a league to the fouth-weft of it they refted for 
the night in a fmall cove under a high hill, where a box was found about 
four feet fquare, placed upon wooden pillars about fix feet from the 
ground. ‘This box contained the remains of a human body very care- 
fully wrapped up, and by its fide was erefted a pole about twenty feet 
high, painted in horizontal ftreaks red and white; the colours were frefh 


and lively, and from the general neatnefs of the whole, it was fuppofed 


to be the fepulchre of fome chief. The next morning in making the beft 


of their way towards the veffels, the fouthern fhore was found from point — 
Adolphus, to contain many open bays, and to take an irregular courfe 
about s.77w., feventeen miles and a half to point Lavinia. In this 


route they paffed to the fouth of the group of rocky iflands, noticed on 


the 11th at point Wimbledon. Thefe iflands form a kind of termination — 


to Crofs found, and almoft feparate it from the paflage to the ocean — | 


which had now been difcovered; but between thefe iflands and the fhores 


that form the northern and fouthern fides of entrance into this fpacious 
branch, there are two narrow channels; the northernmoft being the 
wideft is near a mile acrofs, the fouthernmoft is about half that width, 
both of which are free from rocks, fhoals, or any other impediments, 
excepting the large mafles of floating ice, which at that time rendered 
each of thefe channels very dangerous to navigate, although in the fum- 
mer feafon; and in the winter, they are moft probably intirely clofed, or 


impaffable. The fhores of that branch had the appearance of affording — 


fome good harbours, but thefe muft neceffarily be greatly inconveni- 


enced by the ice, which did not appear to Mr. Whidbey and his party, to 


have been much diminifhed in the courfe of the fortnight they had been 
abfent, although they had not experienced quite fo much difficulty in 
paffing through it on their return, as on their outfet, which was accom- 
plifhed as before ftated, having, notwithftanding the extremely fevere and 
boifterous weather that had generally prevailed, completed in about fix- 
teen days a traverfe of upwards of five hundred miles. 


Such being the refult of Mr. Whidbey’s refearches, I fhall now pro- q 


ceed to notice fuch circumftances ref{pe€ting the port in which the vef- 
fels 
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fels had taken their ftation, and the neighbouring fhores of Crofs found, 
as fell under my obfervation. 

Although the exiftence of this fpacious arm of the ocean has been pub- 
licly denied by fome vifitors fubfequent to its original difcovery by Cap- 
tain Cook, yet in common juftice to the abilities of that able navigator, 
it muft be obferved that he has given a much more accurate defcription 
of it, than from the tranfitory diftant view he had of it, might have been 
reafonably expefted. The recent examination it has now undergone 
_ has however fhewn, that cape Crofs is not precifely its fouth-eaftern 
point of entrance, as from that cape a traét of low rocky land extends 
in a north direétion about feven miles to a point, from whence the fouth- 
ern fhore of the found takes a fharp turn about N. 40 £., and conftitutes 
that as the fouth-eaft point of entrance, to which I have given the name 
of Poinr Bincuam; it lies from cape Spencer s.17 £., diftant ten 
miles, and affords a bold entrance into the found, without rock, fhoal, 
or any permanent obftacle. This appears to be the cafe alfo in every 
other part of the found, and if it do poffefs any navigable obje€tion, it is 
the unfathomable depth of it, which every where exifts, excepting very near 
the fhores, along which, in many places are detached rocks; thefe how- 
ever lie out of the way of its navigation, and are fufficiently confpicuous 
to be avoided. 

The northern fhores of this found from cape Spencer to point Wim- 
bledon, which I confider as its boundary in that quarter, have been al- 
ready noticed in the account of Mr. Whidbey’s excurfion; and as I con- 
fider point Lavinia to be its eaftern boundary, there yet remains to ftate 
of what its fouth-eaftern part is compofed. 

Between the above-mentioned eaftern boundary and point Bingham, 
on that fide, there are two openings ; the firft lying from point Bingham 
N.60 £., diftant four miles, appeared to be about a mile and a quarter 
wide,-and to take a direétion s. 30 £. for fome diftance. This was not 
examined by us, but will moft likely be found to afford anchorage and 
fecure fhelter ; the other is the port Althorp which we had laft quitted. 
_ This has its fouth point of entrance, which has obtained the name of 
Point Lucan, fituated in the fame line of dire&tion, ten miles from 

point 
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point Bingham. From point Lucan, in a direétion about n.w., lies a 
narrow high ifland, about two miles and a quarter in length; and between 
its fouth-eaft point and point Lucan there are two {mall iflets, which ren- 
der that paflage not fo commodious for failing in and out of the port, as 
that by which we had entered, being to the north of that ifland, between 
it, and the weftern part of aclufter of three {mall iflands, which extend 
about two miles from the eaftern fide of the port. This channel is 
clear, free from danger, and is about a mile and a quarter in width, with 
a tolerably {nug cove, juft within its north-weft point of entrance, where 
we anchored, and remained during our flay. The high narrow ifland 
affords great protection to the northern part of this port, which, oppo- 
fite to that ifland, is about two miles and an half wide; but nearly in the 
middle of the harbour, and oppofite the fouth point of the ifland are 
fome detached rocks; and at point Lucan, which is fituated from the 
fhip’s cove s. 23 £., four miles and an half diftant, the width of the har- 
bour is two miles, from whence it extends s. 36 E., about 2 leagues, and 
terminates in a bafon, that affords good and fecure anchorage, the 
beft paflage into which is on the eaftern fhore. The cove in which the 
{hips were ftationed afforded good anchorage alfo, but it was not fo 
well fheltered as the bafon, nor was there any frefh water in it that 
could eafily be procured ; a difadvantage that can be readily done away 
by reforting to a {tream of excellent water clofe at hand, on the eaftern 
fhore, where our cafks were filled in the boat. - The furrounding coun- 
try is chiefly compofed of a rugged rocky fubftance, covered with a foreft, 
confifting in general of pine trees; and where the fteep acclivities do not 
forbid their growth, they were feen down to the water’s edge. 

The weather, for the moft part, during our continuance in port was 
boifterous, rainy, and unpleafant, which allowed but few opportunities: 


for making aftronomical obfervations. The refults, however, of fuch as 


we were awed to procure, are as follow : *(viz.) a 
On the 12th of july, in Crofs found, the chronometers:fhewed the fold 
lowing longitudes; (viz.) Arnold’s No. 14, 223°55'; Arnold’s No. 176, 
224° 44’; and Kendall’s, 224° 42’... The true longitude being 223° 55’, it 

appeared 
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appeared that No. 14 was corre@, and that No. 176 and Kendall’s were — 1794 
" 3 July. 
each of them 9’ 30” to the eaftward of the true longitude. 
By twenty fets of obfervations, taken between the 12th 
and 26th of july, Arnold’s No. 14 was found to be faft of 


mean time at Greenwich at noon on the 26th, A cay Poy! 

And gaining, per day, at the rate of ss 23 
Arnold’s No. 176 faft of mean time, on the fame day, 9 54 25 

And gaining, per day, at the rate of - 1s) baie 
Kendall's, faft of mean time, on ditto, a 8 58 24 

And gaining, per day, at the rate of . on § 
The latitude of the place of obfervation, by three meri- 

dional altitudes, * - = 58° 12’ 


The mean variation, by four compaffes and forty-four fets 
of obfervations, differing from 27° 32’ to 30° 42’, fhewed 


the variation to be - ; - m 30° 
The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle. 
Marked end, North Face Eaft, Ms 79° 28' 20” 
Ditto ditto Welt, - - 79 36 40 
Ditto South Face Eaft, - - VOLS 
Ditto Ditto Welt, - - 70° Fr 
Mean inclination of the magnetic needle, - 78 58 35 
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CAH Pd Hae: 


Proceed to the fouthward along the exterior coaft of King George the Third’s 


archipelago—Arrive in port Conclufion—Tranfactions there—Two boat 
excurfions—Complete the furvey of the continental fhores of North-Weft 


America—Afironomical and nautical obfervations. 


OR aitention being now direéted to the furvey of the exterior coaft 
of George the Third’s archipelago, at the dawn of day, on the 2gth, 
with a frefh wefterly breeze, we made fail along the fhore, to the fouth- 
ward.; cape Crofs bearing by compafs n.68 £., diftant four or five 
miles. From this cape the coaft takes a direétion s. 91 £., about 7 leagues 
to another promontory, that obtained the name of Cape Epwarp; 
off which lies a clufter -of {mall iflets and rocks. The coaft between 
thefe capes is much broken, and has feveral openings in it that appear- 
ed likely to afford fhelter; but the vaft number of rocks and {mall iflets, 
fome producing trees, and others intirely barren, that extend to the 
diftance of three or four miles from the fhore, will render the entering of 


fuch harbours unpleafant and dangerous, untila more competent know- ~ 


ledge of their feveral fituations may hereafter be acquired: that which 
appeared to be the eafieft of accefs, lies about two leagues to the north- 
ward of cape Edward, and as it is in latitude 57°44’, I was led to con- 
fider this opening as Portlock’s harbour. We did not reach cape Ed- 
ward until the afternoon, as the wefterly breeze was foon fucceeded by 
faint variable airs, that blew direétly towards the fhore, which was vi- 
fible only at intervals, owing to the thick foggy and rainy weather, and 


which rendered the view we had obtained of this part of the coaft, by | 
no 
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wo means fatisfaftory. During the night the wind fettled in the weftern 
quarter, notwith{tanding which, by its blowing gently, our diftance from 
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the fhore was increafed to about 3 leagues, andat day-light the next morn- Weduel. 30. 


ing, cape Edward bore by compafs nN. 27 w., diftant twelve miles; from 
whence the coaft bends more to the eaftward, and takes a direétion about 
S.30E., toa very confpicuous opening, which I fuppofed to be that repre- 
fented in fome late publications, as feparating the land on which mount 
Edgcumbe is fituated from the adjacent fhores, and named the Bay of Iflands 
by Captain Cook, who imagined at the time he paffed it, that fuch a fepa- 
ration did exift. We were oppolite to this bay about eight in the morning, 
but the imtermediate fpace between the bay of Iflands and cape Edward 
was pafled in very thick foggy weather ; this difadvantage, in addition to 
the diftance we had been from the land, may fubjeét the delineation of that 
fhore to fome error. Near the land forming the fouthern fide of the bay 
of Iflands are feveral {mall iflets, and from the fouth point of the bay, which 
I called Potnr Amettra, the coaft extends s. 5 £., fixteen miles, to 
cape Edgcumbe, having nearly in the middle of that {pace an opening, 
with two {mall iflets lying before it, and prefenting an appearance of a 
good harbour, which I called Port Mary; the other parts of the 
coaft that were paffed at the diftance of about a league, are indented 
with fimall open bays. 

As the day advanced a brifk gale from the n.w. attended us, with 
fair and pleafant weather, which enabled us to afcertain the fhip’s fitua- 
tion. At noon the latitude was found to be 57° 42’, longitude 224° 1g. 
The moft northern part of the coaft at this time in fight bore by com- 
pals N.N.w. ; port Mary n. 22 £., eight niles diftant; and cape Edg- 
cumbe s. 80 £., four or five miles diftant. This cape, by the fame ob- 
fervations was found to be in latitude 57° 9’, longitude 224° 252’, which 
is one mile to the fouth ‘and eighteen miles and an half to the eaft- 
ward of its fituation, as ftated by Captain Cook. We had now alfo a 
very good view of mount Edgcumbe, and notwithftanding that it muft 
be confidered as high land, yet it was intirely free from fnow, and 
feemed to us but an inconfiderable hill, when compared with the 
mountains we had generally feen, Rane along the fhores of this 
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continent. Cape Edgcumbe forms the north-weft point of a fpacious 
opening, that branches into feveral arms, and is called by Mr. Dixon 
Norfolk Sound; its oppofite or fouth-eaft point, which I have dif- 
tinguifhed by the name of Pornr Woopuouss, lies from the cape 
8.50 E., at the diftance of feventeen miles. One of the northern 
branches of the found, by its communication with the bay of Iflands. 
makes, it feems, the imtermediate part of the fea-coaft an ifland. On 
the northern fide of the found, two leagues within cape Edgcumbe, 
are, what appeared to us, two iflands, and N.N.w. from point Wood- 
houfe, lies an extenfive group of iflets and rocks that extend three or 
four miles from the fhore, which, from that point, with little variation, 
takes a courfe s.96£. This part of the coaft is much broken into 
{mall openings, with iflets and detached rocks lying off it. We had ad- 
vanced about fixteen miles only from point Woodhoufe at eight in. the 
evening, after which, the night was pafled in ufing our endeavours. to 
retain our {tation near this part of the coaft; but we found ourfelves on. 
thurfday morning, much further from the land than we had expetted ; we 
had, however, a favorable breeze from the weftward, with which we 
ftood towards the fhore, but the weather becoming thick and foggy,. we- 
were under the neceffity to haul off the coaft until ten in the forenoon, 
when the land being again vifible, about four miles from us, we refumed: 
eur examination, pafling fome {mall openings, with feveral iflets and de- 
tached rocks lying near to them; but of which we were precluded any: 
diftinét view by the hazinefs of the weather. 

This difadvantage had attended us almoft generally fince our depar- 
ture from Crofs found, and although I have reafon to believe that we 
had. nearly afcertained the general line of the coaft, yet it 1s poffible 
that there may be openings or harbours that we were unable to notice. 
as circumftances would not admit of our devoting fufhcient time to: a 
more minute examination. 

By noon we had paffed the fouth extremity of this archipelago, which 
was now found to ftretch a few miles further fouth than Mr. Whidbey 
had eflimated; our obfervations placed it in latitude 56° 10’, longitude 
225°972'. It conftitutes a very remarkable promontory, that terminates 
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in a high bluff rocky cliff, with a round, high, rocky iflet lying clofe to 
it, and by its fhores on its eaftern fide taking a {harp northerly direétion, 
it becomes a very narrow point of land, which having been feen by 
Captain Colnett in his mercantile expedition to this coaft, was by him 


named Cape Ommaney, and the opening between it and cape Decifion, - 


Chriftian Sound. . 

Our conjectures of foon finding a port in this neighbourhood, did not 
long remain unconfirmed, for after advancing 7 or 8 miles from cape 
Ommaney, we difcovered on the eaftern fhore of the archipelago an 
opening that took a fouth-weft direttion; and as it appeared likely to 
anf{wer all our purpofes we worked into it, with a frefh breeze direétly 
again{t us until feven in'the evening; when we anchored off a cove about 
half a league within the entrance of the harbour. On friday mornin g the 
1f{t of auguft the veffels were moored head and ftern in this cove, there 
not being fufhcient room for them to fwing; and whilft thofe on board 
were fo employed, accompanied by Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Johnftone, 
{who were each to undertake a diftin€t expedition, and by which means 
we entertained the hope of being enabled to conneét the furveys of the 
prefent, with thofe of the two preceding feafons) I rowed to the entrance 
of the port, in order to be better able to arrange the mode of conduéting 
that fervice: this appeared to be no difficult tafk, as there were two 
given points before us, and both were nearly in view. The one was cape 
Decifion, where our examination of the continental fhore had finifhed 
the former feafon, and the other was point Gardner, from whence Mr, 
Whidbey had returned on his laft excurfion from Crofs found. Mr. 
Whidbey was directed to recommence his refearches from that point, 
whilft Mr. Johnftone proceeded to cape Decifion, there to begin his ex- 
amination along the eaftern fhore of the found northward, until the two 
parties {hould meet, or be otherways informed by notes which each party 
was to leave in confpicuous places for the government of the other, 
defcribing the extent of their refpective furveys. 

The fpace now to be explored occupied about a degree of latitude, 
and although I hoped that the examination of it with tolerable weather, 
would not employ the boats more than a week; yet in order that it fhould 
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not be left unaccomplifhed for want of provifions, each of the parties was 
provided for a fortnight. The Difcovery’s yaw] and large cutter was. 
to proceed with Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Swaine; and the Chatham’s. 
cutter, and the Difcovery’s fmall cutter, with Mr. Johnftone and Mr: 
Barrie; with this arrangement both parties departed early in the morning, 
of the ed, in the profecution of their refpettive purfuits. 

The ftation we had taken, though fufficiently commodious for our 
purpofe, was extremely folitary; there were no inhabitants on the adja- 
cent fhores, nor was there the {malleft appearance of any part of our 
neighbourhood being a place of their refort, fo that our time was not 
likely to be very intereftingly employed, or our attention diverted from 
{uch neceflary concerns as the ordinary fervices of the veffels now re- 
quired. Thefe confifted principally in repairing our fails and rigging in 
the beft manner we were able. This had now becomea bufinels of con- 
{tant employment. Some of the carpenters were caulking, others cut- 
ting fuch {pars and timbers for plank as were wanted; and the brewers or 
fhore were making [pruce, beer, which with a little famphire, and fome 
halibut, caught with our hooks near the entrance of the harbour, were the 
only refrefhments the place afforded. 

The five following days we had light variable winds, attended by much 
rain; but the weather being more pleafant on friday, I was employed in 
making a furvey of the harbour. * Its fouthern point of entrance is fitu- 
ated N. 15 £., about 2 leagues from cape Ommancy, its oppofite point 
lying N.7 w., 2 miles diftant. The depth of water in mid-channel be- 
tween thefe points is 75 fathoms, but decreafes to 8 or 10 clofe to the 
fhores, without rocks or fands, excepting near the points, which are 
fufficiently evident to. be avoided. South s.w., about half a mile from 
the north point of entrance, is a moft excellent and fnug bafon about.a- 
third of a mile wide, and half.a mile long; but its-entrance is by a very 
narrow channel half a mile in length, in a direétion s. 70 w.,. with fome 
ifléts and rocks lying off its fouth point; thefe are fteep. nearly clofe to. 
them, as are the fhores on both fides, which vary from a fixth to a twelfth 
ofa mile afunder, with a clear navigable paflage from 8 to 12 fathoms 
deep in the middle, and 5 fathoms on the fides. The foundings. are to- 
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ferably regular in the bafon, from go in the middle, to 10 fathoms 
clofe to the fhores. Immediately within its north point is a fine fandy 
beach, and an excellent run of water, as is the cafe alfo at its head, with 
a third fandy beach juft within its fouth point of entrance. In the vici- 
nity of thefe beaches, efpecially the firft and third, is a {mall extent of 
low land; but the other parts of the fhores are compofed of fteep rugged: 
cliffs on all fides, furrounded by a thick foreft of pine trees, which grew 
with more vigour there than in the other parts of the harbour. From. 
its entrance to the head, it extends about a league in a dire€tion s. 39 w., 
free from any interruption, although it is inconvenient from its great 
depth of water. Near the fouthern fide of entrance lies a fmall iflet and. 
fome rocks, but thefe are intirely out of the way of its navigation. The 
foundings cannot be confidered as very regular, yet the bottom in general 
is good ; in fome places it is ftony, in others fand and mud; but in the 
cove where the veffels were at anchor the bottom is rocky. The head of 
this cove approaches within the fourth of a mile of the head of another 
cove, whofe entrance on the outfide is about 2 miles to the fouth of the 
fouth point of this harbour. Inthe entrance of that cove the depth is 7 
fathoms, weeds were feen growing acrofs it, and to the north of it is a 
{mall iflet with fome rocks. The furrounding fhores are generally fteep: 
and rocky, and were covered with wood nearly to the water’s edge, but: 
on the fides of the adjacent hills were fome fpots clear of trees, and: 
chiefly occupied by a damp moift moorifh foil, in which were feveral: 
' pools of water. The furface produced fome berry bufhes, but the fruit 
at this feafon of the year was not ripe. This little information I pro-' 
cured from fome of our gentlemen, who had made fome excurfions: 
about the neighbourhood. In the above cove on the weft fide were found: 
a few deferted Indian habitations, which were the only ones that had 
been met with. Our not having been vifited here by any of the natives, 
was rather a mortifying circumflance, as they generally eccafioned us 
fome entertainment, and frequently added fome variety to fuch refrefh- 
ments, as by our own efforts we were enabled. to procure. 

From the oth to the 13th the weather had been moftly boifterous, 
—unfettled, and rainy; this kind of weather fince our arrival had pre- 
vented. 
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vented our making any lunar obfervations, but had afforded me fufficient 
opportunities for afcertaining very fatisfactorily the rates of the chrono- 
meters, by fuch means as were 1m my power on board, not having ereét- 
ed the obfervatory on fhore; for as a convenient fituation could not be 
found near the fhip, and as I was in hopes we fhould not long be de: 
tained at this ftation, I was not particularly anxious to land the inftru- 
ments; and under the circumftances of the weather, I had not much to 
regret that they had remained unremoved. 

Other objeéts began to claim our ferious attention. The plan that I had 
adopted for drawing our laborious examination of this coaft to a conclu- 
fion, by the furveys on which the boats were now employed, I had fully 
expeted would have been accomplifhed in a week or ten days at the fur- 
theft, but the whole time for which they had been provided was now ex- 
pired, and the 15th arrived without bringing any relief to our very anxious 
concern for their welfare. This unpleafant ftate of fufpenfe continually 
brought to our recolleGtion the various untoward accidents to which our 
expeditions in fuch {mall open boats had been liable; and when we ad- 
verted to the very treacherous behaviour of the Indians experienced by 
Mr. Whidbey in his late excurfion from Crofs found, and the fimilar difpo- 
fition that had been fhewn to us the preceding feafon by thofe people who 
inhabit the countries not far diftant to the fouth-eaftward, our minds were 
filled with apprehenfion, and every hour increafed our folicitude for the 
return of our abfent friends. The fervice that each party had to per- 
form, called them, if not into the immediate neighbourhood of thefe - 
unfriendly people, at leaft into the vicinity of the places to which they 
frequently refort; and as they are by nature of a cunning, defigning, 
and avaricious difpofition, they were much to be feared; for although 
they could not be confidered asa courageous tribe, yet the very unwar- 
rantable and impolitic conduét of the feveral traders on this coaft, in fup- 
plying them fo amply with fire arms and ammunition, and in teaching 
them the ufe of thofe deftru€tive weapons, has not only given the na- 
tives a degree of confidence that renders them bold and importunate, but 
the dread which they before entertained of mufketry is greatly leffened 
by their becoming fo familiar to them; and they are now fo well fur- 
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nifhed, as to confider themfelves when in their large canoes nearly on an 
equality with us, and of courfe are daily becoming formidable, efpeci- 
ally to the parties in our {mall boats. Thefe diftreffing confiderations, 
in addition to the protraéted abfence of our friends, gave us but too 
much reafon to be apprehenfive, that we had at length hazarded our 
little boats, with the {mall force they were able to take for their defence, 
once too often. 

Whilft we endured this irkfome anxiety, it is a tribute that is jultly 
due to the meritorious exertions. of thofe under my command, that I 
fhould again acknowledge the great confolation. I derived on all pain- 
ful occafions like this, by having the moft implicit confidence in the 
diferetion: and abilities. of my officers, and the exertions and ready obe- 
dience of my. people. Thefe happy refle@tions left me no grounds for 
entertaining the moft diftant idea that any precaution would be wanting 
to guard againft, or effort unexerted to avert, fo far as human prudence 
could di€tate, the threatening dangers to which I was confcious they 
muft neceflarily be expofed. 

_ In the hourly hope that thefe confoling refleGions would once more be 
_ proved to have been well founded, by the fafe return of the boats, I di- 
rected that every thing fhould be got in readinefs to proceed with all dif- 
patch: in fuch direétion as. circumftances might require ; for which pur- 
pofe the veffels were moved to the oppofite fide of the harbour, as be- 
ing a more convenient fituation. for our immediate departure.. Here 
we remained. in the moft uncomfortable fate of fufpenfe that can be 
Imagined until the 19th; when,. in the midft of a deluge of rain, with 
the wind blowing very ftrong from the s.z., we had the indefcribable 
fatisfaction of feeing the four boats enter the harbour together from 
the northward. The parties foon reached the veffels, all well, and 
communicated the glad tidings of their having effectually performed 
the fervice, and attained the obje& that had been expeéted from this ex- 
pedition. 
_ The accomplifhment of an undertaking, the laborious nature of which 
will, probably, from the perufal of the foregoing fheets, be more eafily 
conceived than explained: a fervice that had demanded our conftant 
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4794 and unwearied attention, and had required our utmoft abilities and exer- 
.—— tions to bring thus to a conclufion, could not, after the indefatigable la- 
bour of the three preceding years, fail of exciting in the bofoms of our 
little community, fenfations of a nature fo pleafing and fatisfa€tory, that 
few are likely to experience in the fame degree, who were not participa- 
tors in its execution; and to the imagination of thofe alone, muft I refer 
the happinefs we experienced on this interefting event. . 
In order that the valuable crews of both veffels, on whom great hard- 
fhips and manual labour had fallen, and who had uniformly encountered 
their difficulties with unremitting exertion, cheerfulnefs and obedience, 
might celebrate the day, that had thus terminated their labours in thefe 
regions ; they were ferved fuch an additional allowance of grog as was 
fully fufficient to anfwer every purpofe of feftivity on the occafion. 
This foon prompted a defire for mutual congratulations between the two 
veflels, expreffled by three exulting cheers from each ; and it may be eafily 
conceived that more heart-felt fatisfattion was fcarcely ever more reci- 
procally experienced, or more cordially exchanged. ° 
We had now no reafon for remaining in this port, which, m confe- 
quence of this vifit, obtained the name of Port CONCLUSION, except- 
ing that which a continuation of the inclement weather produced, which 
Friday 22, detained us until the evening of the ged. But before I proceed to the 
recital of fubfequent occurrences, it is neceffary that I fhould advert 
to the manner in which the late furvey in the boats had been executed. “ 
Agreeably to the direétions Mr.Whidbey had received, he proceeded — 
to the ftation where his former refearches. had ended; here he arrived — 
about noon on the 3d, after pafling clofe along the weltern fhore of the 
{trait, until he was ppb lite to the branch lesting to the eaftward. In 
his way he paffed feveral, openings on the weftern fhore, fome of which — 
he had reafon to fuppofe communicated with the ocean in a wefterly 
direction, and others feemed to afford tolerably well fheltered anchorage. 
The weather at this time was fo thick and rainy, that the party had 
but a very imperfeét view of the inlet before them. They, however, — 
continued along its larboard fhore, in a direétion nN. 65 £., for about fix - 
miles and an half, pafling feveral {mall rocky bays, and at this inlet ar- 


’ rived 


ROUN Gs THE WOR LD: 


rived at a high fteep bluff rocky point, named by me Point NAPEAN, 
fituated in latitude 57°10’, longitude 226° 6’; off which lies a ledge of 
rocks about half a mile, and from this point the coaft takes a more nor- 
therly direétion; but the weather became fo thick that the party was 
obliged to ftop about two miles beyond it, where the operation of the fame 
caufe detained them until eight o’clock the next morning; when, with 
very hazy unpleafant weather, they refumed their inquiries, and paffed 
between a coaft much indented with {mall bays, and vaft numbers of 
fmall iflets and rocks, both above and beneath the furface of the water. 
The weather cleared up towards noon, and enabled Mr. Whidbey to 
obferve the latitude to be 57° 18’, on a {mall iflet, clofe toa point named 
by me Point Pysus, lying from point Napean N. 98 £., ten miles and 


-an half diftant. From this flation a tolerably diftinét view was obtained 


of the inlet, in which the party had advanced thus far nearly in the 


dark. It was now feen to be a fpacious arm of the fea, containing, in 


moft dire€tions, many iflands, iflets, and rocks; the country on the left 
hand fide, being that {hore the party had coafted, excepting about point 
Napean, feemed in general to be but moderately elevated, and although 
it Is compofed of a rocky fubftance, produced a very fine foreft, chiefly 
of pine timbers; but the oppofite fide of the inlet was too far off to 
notice any thing refpeéting it. From this ftation the party proceeded ftill 
along a very rocky fhore, about fix miles further, in a dire€tion Nn, 41 £., 
to a point called by me Point Gambier, which forms the fouth point 
of a branch leading to the northweftward : its oppofite point of entrance, 
named by me Point Huéu, lying from it N. 29 £., at the diflance of 
five miles. Beyond this, another extenfive branch appeared to ftretch to 


the northward, but the former being the objeé of their firft inquiry, 


they proceeded along its weftern fhore ; this is low, and in many places 
is terminated by fandy beaches. On one of thefe, about ten miles from 
point Gambier, they refted for the night, which was very ftormy from 
the fouthward, with continual rain, and dark gloomy weather; this lafted 
until ten in the forenoon of the 5th, when the wind moderating, and the 
weather permitting them to fee fome little diftance before them, they 
proceeded, with a favorable breeze, up this branch of the ocean, called 
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by me Seymour’s Canat, which, at this place, is from two to three miles _ 


wide, and which kept gradually increafing to its head, where, in a direc- 
tion of N.E. and s.w., it is nearly two leagues acrofs: on the weftern 
fide are many fmall bays, and it terminates, at its north-weft extremity, 
in a fmall brook of frefh water, in latitude 57°51’, longitude 226°, ly- 


ing from point Hugh Nn. 33 w., diftant twenty-nine miles. One mile 


fromm the fouth point of the brook is an ifland, about three miles and an 
half long, and half a league broad; and half a mile from the fouth point 
of that ifland kes another ifland, about the fame width, and fix miles 
long; both thefe iflands lhe in the above dire€tion, and occupy the mid- 
dle of the branch, having a great number of iflets on their north-eaft 
fides, and fome rocks on their oppofite fhores. Here were feen five 
Indians, who were very fhy. The party caught fome young ducks, 
but they were very fifhy, ‘and bad eating. The adjacent country is mo- 
derately high, and was covered with timber of large growth, excepting 
towards point Hugh, which is a lofty rocky promontory, from whence 


extends a ledge of rocks, where the fea broke with confiderable force, 


Owing to the badnefs of the weather thefe rocks were not pafled until 
ten at night on the 6th, and even then not without the moft imminent 
danger; occafioned by a heavy rain and the darknefs of the night, which 
prevented the party from difcovering their perilous fituation until they 
were nearly amongit the breakers, when, by timely and great exertion, 


they happily paffed clear of them, and refted for the night, about a mile 


on the north-eaft fide of that point. The rain continued, with a {trong — ) 


gale from the fouthward, until the forenoon of the 7th, when the atmof- 
phere becoming more clear, their fituation was difcovered to be on the 
weftern fide of the branch which was feen from point Gambier, extending 
to the northward, about four miles in width; but was now feen to take a 
more wefterly direétion, nearly. parallel to Seymour’s canal, which the 
party had quitted; and making the intervening fhore a long narrow ftrip of 
land. The oppofite or north-eaft fide of this northern branch is compofed 
of a compact range of ftupendous mountains, chiefly barren, and co- 
vered with ice and {now. ‘The route of the party was along the fouth- 
welt fide; this is nearly ftraight, compact, and free from rocks or other 
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interruptions, and favored by a s.r. breeze, they advanced about 12 
leagues from point Hugh; where they ftopped for the night, oppofite 
to a high round ifland, lying in the middle of the channel. 

From this ftation, fituated in latitude 58° 1’, longitude 226° 9’, in the 
morning of the 8th, they departed with calm rainy weather, and pur- 
fued their refearches along the weftern {hore, which now took a dire€&ion 
N.10W., eight miles, to a point named by me Point ArpeEN, where 
this branch divided into three arms; that which appeared to be a conti- 
nuation of the arm they had been navigating took a north-eafterly direc- 
tion; the fecond, lying about a league to the N. w., not more than half 
a mile wide, took a north-wefterly direGtion, and, apparently, made the 
land on its fouth-welt fide an ifland. About 3 leagues up this arm is a 
{mall iflet nearly in mid-channel. This afforded another inftance of the 
partial exiftence of the ice, which here intirely blocked up this arm, 
whilft the others were free from any fuch inconvenience. The third and 
wideft arm took a general courfe nN. 81 w., and is about a league in 
width; this agreeably to our ufual praétice was firft purfued along the 
fouthern fhore about 5 leagues to point Young, forming the eaft point of 
a cove, with an ifland and rock in its entrance, and another at the bot- 
tom of the cove. At this point the width of the arm decreafed to about 
half a league, and from it the fouthern fhore ftretched n. 42 w. At the 
diftance of about feven miles the eaft point of another {mall cove was 
reached, with an iflet lying near it. At the back of this iflet was an 
Indian village, and another was feen on an oppofite point lying north, 
about a league and a half from this cove, on the land forming the north 
fide of the arm, and feemed to be the north-weft point of the land be- 
fore mentioned, appearing to be an ifland. 

As Mr. Whidbey advanced from this cove, the fhore ftill continuing the 
fame line of direétion, he recognized the {pot, from whence in his excur- 
- fion from Crofs found on the night of the 18th of july he had retired, in 
confequence of the hoftile behaviour of the natives, and he now became 
fatisfied that he had been miftaken in fuppofing at that time the branch 
to be clofed; as it was now evident that it communicated with that which 
the party had thus navigated, making the intermediate land, which had 
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hitherto been confidered as a part of the continent, one extenfive ifland, 


~ which I called ADMIRALTY ISLAND. 


In order however that no doubt fhould in future arife, Mr, Whidbey 
proceeded to point Retreat. After. pafling the village, which from 
that point lies s. 93 £., at the diftance of about 10 miles, the boats were 
followed by many large and {mall canoes; and as the evening was draw- 
ing near, to get rid of fuch troublefome vifitors a mufket was fired over 
their heads, .but this as before had only the effeét of making them lefs 
ceremonious; this was proved by their exertions in paddling to come up 
with our party, which they did very faft, until another fhot was fired at 
the largeft canoe, and was fuppofed to have ftruck her, as the Indians all 
fell back in the canoe, and were quite out of fight ; they, however, ma- 
naged to bring their canoe’s ftern in a line with the boats’ ferns: in 
that fituation they paddled backwards with all their ftrength, and at the 
fame time {creened every part of their perfons, by the height and fpread- 
ing of their canoes’ bows, excepting their hands, which, in the aét of pad- 
dling only became vifible, fo very judicioufly did they provide for their 
fafety in their flight; in which, having gained fome diftance from our 
party, who had quietly purfued their courfe, the canoes {topped for a 
{hort time, as if for confultation, but foon made the beft of their way 
back to the village, and Mr. Whidbey proceeded without further inter- 
ruption to point Retreat. In this route the party pafled by the fouth- 
weit fide of a very narrow ifland, about half a mile broad, and about a 
league and an half long; this before had been pafled on its north-eaft 
fide, in the night of the 18th of july, but it was then fo dark that it 
was not difcovered to be anifland. ‘The channel, about three fourths 
of a mile wide, which was now purfued, is by rocks and iflets réndered 
equally unfafe and intricate with that mentioned on the former furvey, 
fo that the communication between thefe two extenfive branches of the 
ocean is, by thefe impediments, very dangerous for the navigation of 
fhipping. In this fouth-weft channel, about a league from poimt Retreat, 
on the fouthern fhore, is a deep cove, which, with the narrow ifland ly- 
ing before it, forms a very fnug harbour, of good accels by the paflage 
round to the north of point Retreat; as the rocky part of the channel 
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lies to the fouth-eaft of this cove, to which Mr. Whidbey gave the name 
of Baritow’s Cove. The fhores of Admiralty ifland, which now had 
been completely circumnavigated, and found to be about 60 leagues in 
circuit, are, excepting at this and its fouth-eaftern part, very bold, afford 
many convenient bays, likely to admit of fafe anchorage, with fine 
ftreams of frefh water flowing into them, and prefented an afpea very 
different from that of the adjacent continent, as the ifland in general is 
moderately elevated, and produces an uninterrupted foreft of very fine 
timber trees, chiefly of the pine tribe; whilft the fhores of the continent, 
bounded by a continuation of thofe lofty frozen mountains, which ex- 
tend fouth-eaftward from mount Fairweather, rofe abruptly from the 
water-fide, and were covered with perpetual fnow, whilft their fides 


were broken into deep ravines or vallies, filled with immenfe mountains 


of ice. 

Such was the contraft exhibited at point Retreat, where Mr. Whidbey 
had an opportunity of feeing feveral of the points that had been fixed 
by his former obfervations, and which, on the prefent occafion, affifted 
him in corre€ting his furvey, for he had thus far been able to procure 
but one obfervation for the latitude, fince his leaving port Conclufion. 

From point Retreat the party returned to Barlow’s cove, where they 
refted for the night. The next morning a ftrong gale blew from the 
s.E. with a very heavy fall of rain; this greatly impeded their progrefs 
in their way down this paflage, which dividing Admiralty ifland from the 
continent, obtained the name of STEPHENS’S PassacGeE; the point on 
which the northern villa ge is fituated, was found to be, as had before been 
conjectured, the welt point of entrance into the narrow icy arm, in which 
was again feen the iflet noticed the preceding morning in an f£.s.£. di- 
reftion, whence it was clearly afcertained, that the intermediate land, 
forming the north fide of Stephens’s paflage was an ifland, which after 
the Bifhop of Sahfbury, I named Douctas’s ISLAND; it is about 
twenty miles long, and fix miles broad in the middle, but becomes 
narrow towards each end, particularly that to the eafward, where it 
terminates in a fharp point: the channel between this ifland and the 
main land, being rendered by the ice impaffable, the boats were fteered 
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ever to the fouthern fhore for prote€tion againft the fouth-eaft wind, 
which had now become fo violent, that it was late in the evening before 
they had paffed the fouthernmoft village; and after they had proceeded 
about three miles to the eaftward of it, they refted for the night. 
Although the party had been a confiderable time within fight of the 
village of thefe unfriendly people, not a fingle individual had been feen; — 
but they were heard making a moft hideous and extraordinary noife in 
their houfes, the found of which reached the refting place of our party, 
by whom it was fuppofed, that fome perfon of confequence had been 
hurt by the fhot fired the preceding evening at the large canoe, and 
which not improbably had .been the occafion of their hafty retreat. In 
the morning of the 10th they were vifited by an old Indian man, and a 
boy, who after receiving fome prefents went about their bufinefs, and 
our party proceeded to the arm leading to the north-eaft from Stephens’s — 
paflage, having its weftern point of entrance, which I have called 
Point SaxisBury, fituated in latitude 58° 11’, longitude 226° 3’, in 
which the great quantity of floating ice, with a ftrong northerly wind 
againft them, fo retarded their progrefs, that a paflage was with great 
dificulty effected; the weather here was feverely cold, with frequent 
fhowers of fleet and rain. From its entrance it extended N. 11 E., about 
13 miles, where the fhores fpread to the-eaft and weft, and formed a 
bafon about a league broad, and 2 leagues acrofs, ina N.w. and s.E. 
direction, with a fmall ifland lying nearly at its north-eaft extremity. 
From the fhores of this bafon a compatt body of ice extended fome dif 


tance nearly all round; and the adjacent region was compofed of a clofe — 4 


conneéted continuation of the lofty range of frozen mountains, whofe fides, 
almoft perpendicular, were formed intirely of rock, excepting clofe to 
the water fide, where a few fcattered dwarf pine trees found fufficient ae 
foil to vegetate in; above thefe the mountains were wrapped in undif- , 
folving froft and fnow. From the rugged gullies in their fides were 
projected immenfe bodies of ice, that reached perpendicularly to the 
furface of the water in the bafon, which admitted of no landing place for 
the boats, but exhibited as dreary and inhofpitable an afpeé as the ima- 
gination can poflibly fuggeft, The rife and fall of the tide in this fituation 
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was very confiderable, appearing to be upwards of eighteen feet. The 
examination of this bafon, &c. engaged the party until near noon of the 
11th, when they returned along the eaftern fhore, which is a continua- 
tion of the fame range of lofty mountains rifing abruptly from the water 
fide; by dark they reached the ifland mentioned on the 7th, as lying in 
the middle of Stephens’s paflage; here they took up their lodging for the 
night, which was very ftormy from the fouth-eaftward, and attended with 
a heavy rain. In the morning of the 12th the wind became more mo- 
derate, but the rain continued with an extremely unpleafant crofs fea, 
which the violence of the wind during the night had occafioned. This 
greatly retarded their progrefs down the paffage, the eaftern fhore of 
which was found to be much indented with {mall bays, and to take a ge- 
neral dire¢tion from a {pot oppofite to the ifland they had quitted s. 41 z., 
about twelve miles, to a point which I named Point Stytema N, form- 
ing the north-weft point of a harbour, fituated in latitude 57° 53; lon- 
gitude 226° 29’; the oppofite point of its entrance lying from it s. 99 £., 
at the diftance of 2 miles. This harbour, which obtained the name of 
Port SNETTISHAM, firft extends about a league from its entrance in a 
north-eaft direGtion, where on each fide the fhores form an extenfive 
cove, terminated by a fandy beach, with a fine ftream of frefh water. 
On the north-weft fide of entrance is a {mall cove, in which there is alfo 
arun of water, with an iflet lying before it. The fhores are high and 
fteep, and produce very few trees. Several fmokes were feen, but none 
of the inhabitants made their appearance. From the fouth point of this 
port, which I called Point Anmer, the fhore takes a direGtion s. 29 E., 
nine or ten miles, to a point, that obtained the name of Point CoKE, 
and which forms the north point of a deep bay, about four miles wide, 
which I called Hotxuam Bay; this the party did not reach until the 
morning of the ‘13th, when, nearly in the middle of it, were found 
three fimall iflands ; to the wefternmoft of which a fhallow bank extend 
ed from each fide of the bay, which is bounded by the full continued 
lofty range of mountains. Much floating ice was feen within the iflands. 
From point Coke, in a direétion s. 43 w., two miles and an half, are 
two finall rocky iflets, nearly in the middle of the branch, and from 
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the fouth point of this bay, which I called Pornt Ast ey, the fhores are 
very rocky, and contain many fmall open coves, taking a foutherly direétion 
thirteen miles, to a point which obtained the name of Point Winp- 
HAM, fituated in latitude 57° 31’, longitude 226° 36’. This poimt forms. 
the eaftern point of entrance into Stephens’s paflage: here they again 
arrived in the fpacious part of the inlet noticed from point Gambier. 
As the party advanced feveral iflets were feen in various direétions, 
and from point Windham, on the eaflern fide, were fome bays; the 
fhores took a general direction s. 25 £., twelve miles and an half, to a 
point named by me Point Hosart, being the north point of a {mall 


branch, where the party refted for the night, and on the following | 


morning they found its points of entrance to lie from each other N.11 w. 


and s.11£., about a league afunder. From its entrance it extends — 


s.70E., 5 or 6 miles, where it terminated. Some iflets and funken 


rocks lie near its fouth point, which I called Point WaLPoLe. From — 
point Hobart extends a bank of fand a litile diftance from the fhore, x 
but there is a clear paflage between it and the iflets, within which, it ~ 


forms a fnug harbour, with foundings at a confiderable diftance from the 


fhore from 10 to 6 fathoms water, fand and muddy bottom. It is — 
bounded by lofty mountains, and from their bafe extends a {mall border | 
of low land forming the fhores of the harbour, which I called Port — 
Hovucuton. On quitting this place many rocks were feen along the 
fhores, which took a direétion s.12w., fix miles and a half, to a very — 


confpicuous low projecting point, which obtained the name of Caps — 
Fansuaw, fituated in latitude 57° 11’, longitude 226° 442’. Here was 


feen an old deferted village, and a f{pacious branch of the inlet-8 miles — 


wide, leading to the eaftward and fouth-eaft. 

From its very extenfive appearance in thefe direétions, Mr. Whidbey 
became apprehenfive, left their utmoft exertions fhould not enable them to 
draw their labours to a conclufion during his prefent excurfion, and for 
this reafon, he loft no time in proceeding along its northern fhore, which 
from cape Fanfhaw takes a direétion s.66 £., fixteen miles, to a low 
narrow point of land two miles long, and half a mile broad, {tretching 


fouth from the general line of the coaft on each fide of it; but this dif 
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tance, owing to the badnefs of the weather, and a ftrong gale ftom the 
eaftward, was not reached before the 1 5th in the afternoon. At this 
low point, which I called Point Vanpeput, the width of the branch 


‘ decreafed to about three miles and an half, in a fouth dire&ion, to 


a fteep bluff poimt, where, as alfo from this flation, the fhores of the 
branch took a more foutherly courfe. South from this point a fhoal 
extends about a mile, and on its eaftern fide, a {mall bay is formed, 
from whence the eaftern fhore trends s.94 £., feven miles, to another 
point, where a fhoal ftretches out about three fourths of a mile from the 
fhore; this prevented the boats approaching the point, although feve- 
ral attempts were made, in the hope of gaining fhelter from the in- 


clemency of the weather, but it was to no effeét, and the party was” 


obliged to remain cold, wet, and hungry (having no provifions cooked) 
in the boats, until the morning of the 16th; when the weather became 
fair and clear, and fhewed their fituation to be before a fmall extent of 
low flat land, lymg immediately before the lofty mountains, which here 
rofe abruptly to a prodigious height immediately behind the border. A 
few miles to the fouth of this margin the mountains extended to the water- 
fide, where a part of them prefented an uncommonly awful appearance, 
rifimg with an inclination towards the water to a vaft height, loaded with 
an immenfe quantity of ice and fnow, and overhanging their bafe, which 
feemed to be infufhicient to bear the ponderous fabric it fuftained, and 
rendered the view of the paffage beneath it, horribly magnificent, 

Soon after pafling this very remarkable promontory, the arm of the 
fea over which it hangs appeared to be intirely clofed by a beach, ex- 
tending all round the head of it; at the fouth-eaft extremity was a large 
body of ice, formed in a gully between the mountains that approach 
the water-fide, from whence, much broken ice feemed to have fallen, and 


had intirely covered the furface of the water in that direétion. From the 


fouth-weft corner iffued a narrow f{tream of very white water, that feemed 


to have obtained this appearance by the melting fnow draining through 


the low land that was feen lying in that direétion ; and as it was confidered 
not to be navigable, Mr. Whidbey was anxious to lofe no time in the fur- 
ther extenfion of his refearches. Having now been abfent longer than the 
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time for which the party had been fupplied, and being diftant upwards of 
an hundred miles from the veffels, towards which they had to proceed 
along a coaft, the principal part of which might require a very minute 
examination; he made the beft of his way back, along the fouthern 
fhore of the branch. 

We became afterwards informed by Mr. Brown of the Jackal, that 
the above narrow ftream was found, on his fubfequent vifit to this place,. 
to afford a paflage for canoes and boats, and that it communicated with 
the apparently fhoal inlet that Mr. Johnftone had made feveral unfuccefs- 
ful attempts to enter on the 28th of auguft, 1793. Mr. Brown alfo 
ftated, that the intervening land which had the appearance of forming 
the head of the arm between its fouth-eaft and fouth-weft extremities, is 


an ifland, fituated on a very fhallow bank, which, at the depth of a 


few feet, conneéts the two fhores, and at low water fpring tides be- 
comes dry. This may ferve to account for the report of the Indians to 
Mr. Brown the preceding year, and which he obligingly communicated 
to me on the gift of july, 1793, refpecting Ewen Na/s, by which means 


an inland navigation for canoes and boats is found from the fouthern - 


extremity of Admiralty inlet, in latitude 47° 3’, longitude 237° 18’, to the 
northern extremity of Lynn canal, in latitude 59° 12’, longitude 224° 94’. 
By this information it likewife appeared, that our conclufions at the end 
of the laft feafon, refpeéting cape Decifion being a continental promon- 
tory were not precifely correct, as, by the {hallow boat paflage difcovered 
by Mr. Brown, that cape is found to-be feparated above the level of 
high-water mark from the continent. 

Mr, Whidbey obferves, that in no one inftance during his refearches, 
either in the feveral branches of Prince William’s found, in thofe extend- 
mg from Crofs found, or, in the courfe of his prefent excurfion, did he 
find any immenfe bodies of ice on the iflands ; all thofe which he had feen 
on fhore, were in the gullies or vallies of the conneéted chain of lofty moun- 
tains fo frequently mentioned, and which chiefly conftitated the conti- 


nental {hore from Cook’s inlet to this ftation; though, in different places _ 


thefe mountains are at different diftances from the fea fide. He likewife 
ebierves that all the iflands, or groups of iflands, were land of a mode- 
rate 
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rate height, when compared with the {tupendous mountains that com- 
pofe the continental boundary, and were ftill feen to continue in a fouth- 
eaftern direction from this fhallow paflage, whilft the land to the weft- 
ward of the paflage affumed a more moderate height, was free from 
{now, and produced a foreft of lofty pine trees. Thefe obfervations 
more particularly applying to the former, than to the fubfequent, part 
of this furvey, I have, for that reafon, thought proper to introduce them 
in this place, and fhall now refume the fubje€t of Mr. Whidbey’s excur- 
fion. 

The day being fair and pleafant, Mr. Whidbey wifhed to embrace 
this opportunity of drying their wet clothes, putting their arms in order, 
and giving a thorough cleaning to the boats, which, from the continual 
bad weather, had new become an objeét of real neceffity. For this 
purpofe the party landed on a commodious beach; but before they had 
finifhed their bufinefs a large canoe arrived, containing fome women and 


children, and fixteen ftout Indian men, well appointed with the arms of 


the country, but without any fire-arms. They behaved in a very friend- 
ly manner on the beach for a little time, but their condu@ afterwards 
put on a very fufpicious appearance; the children withdrew into the 
woods, and the reft fixed their daggers round their wrifts, and exhibi- 
ted other indications, not of the moft friendly nature. To avoid the 
chance of any thing unpleafant taking place, Mr. Whidbey confidered 
it moft humane and prudent to depart, and he continued his route down 
the branch along its fouth-weft fhore, pafling fome iflets that lie near it. 
The Indians did the fame, but kept on the oppofite fhore, and in the 
courte of a little time the canoe difappeared. In the hope of being quit 
of thefe people the party {topped to dine near the high bluff obferved 
from point Vandeput, but before they had finifhed their repaft the fame 
Indians, who muft have turned back unperceived, for the purpofe of 
crofling over to follow the boats, were feen coming round the point of 
the cove in which was the party, and not more than a quarter of a mile 
from their dinner ftation; as the canoe approached a mufket was fired 
over it, in order to deter the Indians from advancing ; but this, as on for- 
mer occafions, feemed to encourage them, and they appeared to come for. 
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ward with more eagernefs, but on a fecond fhot being fired at the canoe 
they inftantly retreated with all poflible f{peed, and were foon again be- 
hind the point: yet as Mr. Whidbey fufpeéted they might be inclined to 
attempt by furprize, that which they dared not venture to do openly, he 
haftened the meal of his party, and put off from the fhore; this was 
{carcely effe€ted, when his conjeCtures were proved to have been well 
founded, by the appearance of a number of armed people iffuing from _ 
the woods, exactly at the fpot where our party had dined; and nearly 
at the fame inftant of time, the canoe was again feen paddling round = 
point of the cove. 

This conduét, on the part of the Indians, greatly attracted the ob- 
fervation of the party, and whilft they were watching the motions of 
thefe people, their attention was fuddenly and moft agreeably called 
toan objeé&t of more pleafing concern; that of the boats under Mr. John- 
ftone’s dire€tion, coming within fight about two miles diftant. 

The ftratagem thus pra€tifed by thefe Indians is alone fufficient to fhew, 


. that our apprehenfions on board, for the fafety of our abfent friends, — 


had not been without reafon; and it is one, amongft many other cir- 
cumftances, which taught me to believe, that we were but juft in 
time, for the accomplifhment of the arduous and hazardous fervice in 
which we had been fo long engaged; as the very unjuftifiable conduét. 
of the traders on this coaft, has encouraged the inhabitants to attempt 
fuch aéts of hoftility, that the means we pofleffed to repel their attacks, 
would, in all probability, have been infuffcient for our proteétion, had 
it been our lot to have tried the experiment one year later. 

On the fight of the two other boats all the Indians difappeared, and 
our two parties were not long before their forces were united. It was 
immediately underftood that Mr. Johnfione had examined the coaft 
from cape Decifion to this ftation, On this occafion Mr. Whidbey re- 
marks, that it is not poflible for language to deferibe the joy that was 
manifefted in every countenance, on thus meeting their comrades and 
fellow-adventurers, by which happy circumftance, a principal objeét of — 


the voyage was brought toa conclufion; and the hearty congratulations 


that were mutually exchanged by three cheers, proclaimed not only the’ 
pleafure 
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pleafure that was felt in the accomplifhment of this laborious fervice, 


Auguft, 


but the zeal with which it had been carried into execution, and the lau- CoH 


dable pride that had been entertained by both parties, in having been 
inftrumental to the attainment of fo grand an objeét. 

The little {quadron now proceeded to a cove about a league to the 
weltward, where they took up their abode for the night. In the courfe 
of the evening no {mall portion of facetious mirth paffed amongfi the 
feamen, in confequence of our having failed from old England on the 
firft of April, for the purpofe of difcovering a north-weft paflage, by 
following up the difcoveries of De Fuca, De Fonte, and a numerous train 
of hypothetical navigators. 

Early in the morning of the 17th both parties fat out on their return 
to port Conclufion, and being favored with a frefh gale from the s.z. 
they made great progrefs under fail. 

_. In the event of the two parties meeting, and confequently a finifhing 
flroke being put to the examination of the fhores of North-Weft Ame- 
rica, within the limits of my commuiflion ; Mr. Whidbey had my direc- 
tions to take poffeflion of the faid continent, from New Georgia north- 
weltward to cape Spencer, as alfo, of all the adjacent iflands we had 
difcovered within thofe limits; in the name of, and for, His Britan- 
nic Majefty, his heirs, and fucceffors: this, on the parties ftopping 
to dine, was carried into execution; the colours were difplayed, the 
boats’ crews drawn up under arms, and pofleffion taken under the dif- 
charge of three vollies of mufketry, with all the other formalities ufual 
on fuch occafions, and a double allowance ef grog was ferved to the re- 
fpeétive crews, for the purpofe of drinking His Majefty’s health. The 
happy meeting of the two parties, having taken place on the birth-day of 

’ His Royal Highnefs Frederick Duke of York, the found in which they 
met I ‘honored with the name of Prince FREDERICK’s SOUND, and 
the adjacent continent, north-weftward from New Cornwall to Crofs. 
found, with that of New Norrouk. 

From hence the boats made the: beft of their way. to. the veffels, with- 
out any particular occurrence, until they arrived at port Conclufion, 


when the wind blowing very hard from the fouthward, brought with it 
2 a heavy 
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aes 8 heavy confufed fea, which, with the meeting of the tides, produced a 
\_-—-~' kind of race. Here the boats, for fome time, were in a moft critical fitu- 
ation, but by the great exertions of their crews, they were at length pre- 
ferved, and arrived fafe, as has been before related. ' 
It now remains to recount the circumftances attendant on Mr. John- 
ftone’s expedition; who, from cape Decifion, found the exterior coaft 
firft take a dire€tion N. 39 w., about 9 leagues, and then N. 10 w,; 
about the fame diftance, to the north point of a harbour about a mile 
wide ; the intermediate fhore, between it and cape Decifion, has in it 
many {mall open bays, and at fome diftance from it, lie many rocks. 
This ftation was reached in the forenoon of the 3d, the harbour was 
found free and eafy of accefs, by keeping near the fouthern fhore; in 
general it is about a mile wide, At firft it takes a north-eaft courfe for 
about a league, and then terminates in a s.s.£. dire¢tion, about a league 
further, having fome iflets and rocks in it, notwithftanding which it af- 
fords very excellent fhelter, with foundings from 17 to 34 and 12 fa- 
thoms water. It is conveniently fituated to the ocean, has its north 
point in latitude 56° 172’, longitude 225°58’, and obtained the name of 
Port Matmessury. Its north point, which I have called Point 
Harris, is rendered very remarkable, by its being a projecting point, 
on which is a fingle hill, appearing from many points of view like an 
ifland, with an iflet and fome rocks extending near a mile to the fouth- 
weft of it. North from hence, three miles and an half, and then n.N.8. 
about the fame diftance, is the fouth point of a large bay, full of in- 
numerable iflets and rocks, with a great number of very {mall branches 
in various direétions ; its examination occupied much time, and its fouth- 
ern extremity reached to the latitude of 56°15’, longitude 226° 15); its 
eaftern branch to latitude 56° 28’, longitude 226° 18’; and its northern 
extremity to latitude 56° 33’, longitude 226°12’. Between the two lat- 
ter the party met with about a dozen of the natives, who occupied a 
fingle habitation on the fhore, and were the firft people Mr. Johnftone’s 
party had feen on this expedition. ‘The 5th was very ftormy, with much 
rain, but the 6th was fair and pleafant, which enabled them to finifh 
the examination of this intricate found, and in the evening they reach- 


ed 
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ed its north-weft point of entrance, which I called Point Ex.is, where 
they remained during the night. It is fituated in latitude 56° 31’, longi- 
tude 225°56. This alfo forms the fouth-eaft point of another {mall in- 
let, which is equally intricate, and as much incommoded with iflets and 
rocks. The examination of this employed the whole of the 7th. It 
forms a narrow arm, extending from point Ellis yn. 56 £. for ten miles, 
where it terminates. Here they found a fingle houfe, fimilar to that be- 
fore mentioned, and containing about as many inhabitants. From hence 
they returned along the northern fide of this arm, from half a mile to 
half a league in width, and about feven miles from its head to its north 
point, which forms alfo the fouth point of a bay or inlet, full of iflets 
and rocks, the north point of which, called by me Pornt Sutuivan, 
lies in latitude 56° 38’, longitude 225° 512’. From point Sullivan the 
fhores were lefs rocky, and became firm and compatt, taking a direétion 
N. 9 w. thirteen miles, to a con{picuous point, which after Vice Admiral 
Kingfmill, obtained the name of Point KincGsmiui. From this point, 
which is the fouth point of the {pacious inlet, up which Mr. Whidbey 
had purfued his refearches to the north-eaftward; the fhores took a di- 
rection N. 47 E., fix miles and a half to another point, which I called 
Pointy Cornwa tis, and which forms the fouth-weft point of entrance 


|. into an arm leading to the fouth-eaft. The fpace between thefe two 


points is occupied by two bays, each taking a fouth-eafterly dire@tion, 
from a mile to half a league wide, and 4 or 5 miles deep, in which as 
ufual along the coaft were many iflets and dangerous rocks. The exami- 
nation to this extent, employed the party until the 1oth in the morning, 
when they quitted:the main inlet, and purfued the arm leading to the 
fouth-eaftward, which firft took a dire&tion s. 68 &. for g miles, and then 


s. 268. for 7 miles and a half further; here a branch was entered about 


half a league wide, that took a s.s. w. direétion for about 8 miles, where 
it terminated in latitude 56° 382’. The fhores of the fouthern parts of 
this branch, which I have diftinguifhed by the name of Port CAMDEN, 
are pretty free from iflets and rocks, but thofe-to the north-weft of it, are 
lined with them, and render the approaching of it extremely dangerous. 
The termination of this branch reaches in a north and fouth dire€tion; 

within 
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within about 2 miles of the north-eaft extent of the fmall inlet which the 
party had-examined on the 7th, and in the fame line of dire€ticn, within 
about 4 miles of the northern part of that which had engaged them on 
the 5th and 6th. So very tedioufly and flowly were our refearches car- 
ried into effeét in this very broken and extraordinary region! 

At the head of the laft mentioned branch was a fmall Indian village 
confifting of three houfes, and containing about forty or fifty perfons. 
On meeting fome of the Indians here who had been feen in the fouthern 
branches, it gave rife to an opinion, that fome {mall paflage exifted which 


had efcaped the notice of the party; but this Mr. John{tone obferves was — 


foon explained by the Indians who took up their canoe, and pointing toa 
{mall valley ina foutherly direétion, made figns that could not be miftaken, 
that they had walked, and had brought their canoe, over the ifthmus. 
The next morning, although very wet and hazy, they returned along 
the eaftern fide of this arm, and paffed its north-eaft point, which from 
the head lies about .N.N.£. at the diftance of about 4 leagues, near which 
are fome rocks, The party immediately entered another branch, about 
the fame breadth, which took firft a direction s. 68 £. for about 5 miles, 
and’ then turned irregularly round to the fouthward. The weather being 
clear about noon, the obferved latitude was found to be 56° 42’, longitude 
226° 25’. The branch in which they had thus advanced, although too fhal- 


low and rocky for the paffing of any veffels larger than boats or canoes, and 


even for them intricate and dangerous, would not have been further exa- 


mined, had not the tide been found running ina very contrary direction, to 


that which had been obferved at its entrance, the flood tide here fettingto 
the northward. This circumftance gave rife to an opinion, that this branch 
would be found to communicate with the main inlet they had left under 
Mr. Whidbey’s examination extending to the north-eaft; and fhould it 
make the intermediate very broken land an ifland, it would greatly faci- 


litate their furvey of what they fuppofed to be the continental fhore. f 


This hope induced Mr. Johnftone to perfevere, but inftead of the 


channel {tretching to the eaftward as it was wifhed, and expeéted to do, it — 


extended to the weftward of fouth, and communicated with a bay in the 
north-weft. part of Clarence’s flrait, which had been examined by Mr. 
Johniftone 
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johnitone on the 11th of feptember, 1793; but this communication was 
not at that time afcertained, in confequence of the numerous iflets, rocks, 
and fhoals that exift in that bay, and render it intirely unnavigable for 
thipping. ‘The party now diftinétly faw port Proteftion and the adjacent 
fhores, and having taken the neceffary angles that their further furvey 
would demand, they returned by the way they had arrived; but the pro- 
grefs of the boats was rendered very flow by the numberlefs rocks and 
‘flee; and the examination of the feveral little bays into which the fhores 
were broken. ‘To the eaftward were feen high diftant mountains covered 
with fnow, but the land in their neighbourhood ‘was, comparatively 
fpeaking, low, of a very uneven furface, much divided by water, and 
covered with wood. Mr. Johnftone unwilling to lofe any advantage 
that prefented itfelf, ftopped but a fhort time on the night of the sath, 
in order that he might take the benefit of the flood tide the next mornin g, 
which returning about half after one, they proceeded with it clofe along 
the eaftern fhore round every cove and corner ; for they could not by any 
other mode have determined its boundary, as they were at this time fur- 
rounded by a very thick fog, that obfcured every diftant obje& until 
about ten in the forenoon, when a frefh welterly breeze brought fair and 
clear weather, and difcovered their fituation to be near the weft point of a 
{mall branch, in latitude 56° 55’, longitude 226° 16’. The adjacent 
fhores in all directions, but particularly to the north-weft, were lined 
with iflets and rocks, that extended nearly two miles into the opening, 
which was here about 2 leagues acrofs. 

This branch about a mile wide {tretched about 5 miles in an eaftwardly 
direction, and there it terminated; but before the party had reached this 
extent, Mr. Johnftone {tates, that the remains of no lefs than eight de- 
ferted villages were feen; fome of them were more decayed than the 
others, but they all uniformly were fituated on the fummit of fome pre- 
cipice, or ficep infular rock, rendered by nature almoft inacceffible, and 
by art and great labour made a {trong defence; which proved, that the 
inhabitants had been fubjeét to the incurfions of hoftile vifitors. Thefe 
fortified places were well conftructed with a {trong platform of wood, laid 
on the moft elevated part of the rock, and proje€ting fo far from its fides 
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as to overfpread the declivity. The edge of the platform was fur- 
rounded by a barricade raifed by logs of wood placed on eachother. In 
the vicinity of thefe ruins were many fepulchres or tombs, in which dead. 
bodies were depofited. Thefe were made with a,degree of neatnefs fel- 
dom exhibited in the building of their habitations. A wooden frame was 
raifed about ten feet from the ground, the upper half of which was in- 
clofed, and in the open part below in many, though. not in all of them, 
was placed a canoe; the flooring of the upper. part. was about five feet 
from the ground, and.above that the fides and top were intirely clofed. in. 
with boards, within which were human bodies in boxes wrapped up in 
fkins or in matting. Thefe repofitories of the dead were of different fizes, 
and fome of them contained more bodies than the others; in the largeft, 
there, were not more than four or five, lying by the fide of each other, not 
one appearing to be placed above the reft; they were. generally found: 
near the water fide, and. very. frequently on fome confpicuous, point. 


Many of thefe facred monuments feemed to. have been eretted.a great: — 


length of time, and the moft.ancient of them had evidently been repaired» 
and ftrengthened by additional fupporters of more modern: workmanfhips 
Hence it would appear, that whatever might be. the enmity that-exifted, 
between the feveral tribes when, living, their remains when:dead:, were 


refpected and fuffered to reft quietly and unmolelted. 


Having fatisfied their .curiofity in thefe refpetts, and having gained:the. 


head of the arm, they flopped to dine in a. cove.a little way from its ter-. 


mination. Hitherto the party had not feen,any of; the natives, but) at» 
this time they were vifited by feveral who came chiefly from.the head of - 


the arm, where they muft have been, fecreted,or they, could not. haye 


efcaped being noticed, The number of thele people accumulated very 
faft, and in a very little time, they.amounted ‘to. upwards of, a hundred, 
among{t whom were a chief, and feveral of the Indians feen at, the ifths.. 
mus on the preceding thurfday and funday.. Whatever might be the real . 
intention, or the difpofition of thele ftrangers, their numbers.and. gene-- 


ral appearance, induced Mr. Johnftone to defire them to. keep.atsa- 


greater diflance; this the Indians did not feem_ inclined. to do, although » 


every fign to that effect was made, and, our party armed in readinefs, for- 
their 
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their defence. As their numbers increafed, fo were they encouraged to 
advance; on fome mufkets being fired they ftopped for a fhort trme, but 
foon again followed the boats as they returried down the arm, keeping 
juft without the reach of mufketry. Although thefe people had amongit 
them fome guns, and were otherways well armed with their native wea- 
pons, Mr. Johnftone did not impute to them any hoftile intention, but 
attributed the ardour with which they had ftriven to join our party, toa 
defire of bartering away their fea otter {kins, of which they appeared to 
have many, for European commodities. The fituation of the party on 
this occafion was in a very confined place, and being furrounded by fuch 
a tribe of armed Indians, with reafon to apprehend there might be others 
at no great diftance, it became prudent to avoid, if poffible, a nearer in- 
tercourfe, by which alone the true fpirit of their defign could have beet 
known, and in which they muft have been greatly interefted, as they 
continued to follow the boats, until after they had gained a more open 
fituation. One of the canoes now advanced before the reft, 1n which 4 
chief ftood in the middle of it, plucking the white feathers from the rump 
of an eagle, and blowing them into the air, accompanied by fongs and 
other expreffions, which were received as tokens of peace and friendfhip. 
The canoe was now permitted to come alongfide Mr. Johnftone’s boat, to 
whom the chief inftantly prefented a fea otter fkin, for which Mr. John- 
{tone made him a fuitable return, with every expreflion likely to be un- 
derftood of his pacific difpofition; the Indians feemed to be fincere in 
their profeffions alfo, as they now came to the boats unarmed, and with the 

utmoft confidence in their fecurity. Expréffions of mutual friendfhip 
were now exchanged, and on its being fignified to the chief, that as night 
was approaching the canoes fhould no longer follow the boats, he returned 
to the reft of his countrymen; but they ftill continued to paddle after 
our boats until a mufket or two were difcharged, when they all dropped 

a-ftern and were no more feen. 

- However fatisfaétory the latter part of the natives’ conduét may appear 

to be, as to their friendly intentions, yet a diftruft which prudence on fuch 

occafions ought always to fuggelt, induced Mr. Johnftone to proceed as far 
as he conveniently could before he ftopped for the night; but as the fhore 
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was quite fteep and compaét they continued to row until after midnight, 
when they came toa grapnel, and refted in the boats. This day had proved | 
extremely fatiguing to the people, as they had been nearly the whole of 
the twenty-four hours on their oars. In this route they had reached the 
main arm of Prince Frederick’s found, and had found the fhores to form a 
large rounding, though not lofty promontory, in which were feveral {mall 
open bays, and near it feveral detached rocks. This promontory obtained 
the name of Point Macartney, the weftern extremity of whichis fitu- 
ated in latitude 57° 14’, longitude 226° 12’. From hence the fhore trends 
N.15 £. about a league, where the width of the found is about 7 miles 
acrols, in a direttion N.47w. to point Napean. From this ftation 
N. 28 E., at the diftance of about a league and a half lies a fmall ifland, 
with patches of rocks from this point reaching nearly to its fhores. The 
promontory flill took a rounding dire€étion about N. 65 E., five miles fur- 
ther, from whence the fouthern fhore of the found extends Nn. 75 £. fe- 
venteen miles, to the weft point of a {mall cove, the only opening in the 
fhore from point Macartney; but off the little projeéting points be- 
tween this cove and that point, are detached rocks lying at no great dif- 
tance from the fhore. This extent was not reached until the afternoon. 
of the 16th, in confequence of the wind blowing hard from the eaftward, 
attended with a heavy rain, againft which they contended with their ut- 
moft exertions, left the exhaufted {tate of their provifions fhould oblige 
them to retire before they could join the other party. This cove ex- 
tended s. 34 £. about a league, where it terminated, and according to 
our furvey, formed a narrow ifthmus between it and the head of Duncan’s 
canal, about 2 miles acrofs in a northern dire€tion; and is another ftri- 
king inftance of the very extenfive, and extraordinary infular {tate of the 
region lying before the weftern coaft of the American continent, be- 
tween the 47th and 59th degrees of north latitude. 

Having dined, the party refumed their furvey along the fouthern fide 
of the found, which took nearly an eaft direétion. They had not far 
advanced, when about five in the evening they had the joyful fatisfaétion » 
of meeting Mr. Whidbey and his party as before recited. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Johnftone ftated, that the part of the coaft that had claimed his 
attention during his laft excurfion is a peninfula, conneéted with the 
more eaftern land by the laft mentioned narrow ifthmus, and that it is by 
no means fo high or mountainous as the land compofing the adjacent 
countries on the oppofite or north-eaftern fide of the found, which at no 
great diftance confifted of very lofty, rugged, dreary, barren mountains, 
covered with ice and fnow; but that the land compofing the peninfula 
was chiefly of moderate height, and produced a noble foreft of large, and 
ftately pine trees of clean and {traight growth, amongft which were a few 
berry bufhes and fomealders. The fhores along the bays and arms they 
had vifited were in general low, and prefented a probability that if the 
wood were cleared away, the foil of the country might be advantageoully 
employed under cultivation. Thefe bays and arms abounded with a 
greater number of falmon and fea otters, than Mr. John{tone had obferved 
on any other part of the coaft; and as they were found in the greateft 
abundance at the heads of thofe places, it was inferred that falmon, and 
other fmall fifth, form a large proportion of the food of the fea otters, 
which are thus induced to frequent thefe inland channels, to which at this 
feafon of the year fuch fifhes refort. 

Mr. Whidbey in his obfervations on Admiralty ifland, remarks, that 
notwithftanding this ifland feemed to be compofed of a rocky fubftance 
eovered with little foil, and that chiefly confifting of vegetables in an 
imperfect ftate of diffolution, yet like the peninfula juft adverted to, it 
produced timber, which he confidered as fuperior to any he had before 
noticed on this fide of America. He alfo fates, that in his two laft ex- 
curfions feveral places were feen, where the ocean was evidently. in- 


_ croaching very rapidly on the land, and that the low borders extending 


from the bafe of the mountains to the fea fide, had, at no very remote pe- 
riod of time produced tall and {tately timber; as many of their dead-trunks 
were found ftanding ere&, and: ftill rooted faft in the ground, in different 
ftages of decay; thofe being the moft perfect that had been the leaft fub- 
Je&t to the influence of the falt water, by which they were furrounded 
on every flood tide: fuch had been the incroachment of the fea on thefe 
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fhores, that’ the -{horter ftumps in fome imflances at low water mark, 
were even with, or below the furface of the fea. : 
This fame appearance. has been noticed before in port Chalmers, 
and on this occafion Mr. Whidbey quotes other inftances of fimilar in- 
croachments not only in Prince William’s found, but alfo in Cook’s inlet; _ 
where he obferved fimilar effe€ts on the fhores, and is of opinion from 
thefe evidences, that the fhallow banks occupying fo large a part of Gray’s 


' harbour, have recently been produced by the operation of one and the — 


fame caufe: and it is not lefs reafonable to conclude, that the waters of 

the north pacific, have, poffibly for ages, had a general tendency: to pro- - 
duce the fame effeé, on all the coaft comprehended within the limits before 

mentioned. 

A return of fair and clear weather on the 18th enabled them to fee that - 
large traét of broken land lying between Crofs found and cape Omma- 
ney, which has been defcribed as having a range of high mountains 
capped with fnow extending through it; but from thefe {till continumg 
to have the appearance of being difunited in feveral places, it tended to 
corroborate our former opinion; and although as before we had not had 
an opportunity of afcertaining the fact, I have been induced to confider — 
the country as being divided mto many lands, and have for that reafon 
termed it an archipelago. The firait that feparates this land from the eaftern 
fhore, which after Lord Chatham, I have called CoatTHam Strait, Mr, 
Whidbey confiders as likely to be one of the meft profitable places for — 
procuring the {kins of the fea otter, on the whole coaft; not only from the 
abundance obferved in the poffeffion of the natives, but from the: im: 
menfe number of thofe animals, feen about the fhores in all direétions. 
Here the fea otters were in fuch plenty that it was eafily in the power 
of the natives to procure as many as they chofe to be at the trouble of 
taking. I was alfo given to underftand by Mr. Brown of the Jackal; 
who followed. us through thefe regions, that the fea otter fkins which he 
procured there were of an extremely fine quality. 

The principal objet which His. Majefty appears to have had in-view; 
in direGting the undertaking of this voyage having at. length been com- 


pleted, I truft the precifion with which the furvey of the coaft of North 
Welt 
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Weft America-has been carrietl-into effet, will remove every deubt, and 
fet afide every opinion of a north-weft paffage, or any water commimica- 


interior of the American continent, within the limits of our refearches. 


! 


purfued, and witha degree of minutenefs far exceeding the letter of my 


the cenfure of difobedience, had I not been intrufted with the moft liberal, 
difcretionary orders, as being the fitteft and moft likely means of attain- 
ing the important end in queftion. 

The very:detached and broken region that lies before fo large a portion 
of this coaft, rendered a minute-examination altogether unavoidable : this 
had frequently the good effeét of facilitating the labours of our furvey; 

i by its leading us through narrow, fhallow, imtricate-channels, which cut 


from the continent, their further examination beeame unimportant to 
the-objeét of our inquiry: ; 
| For this reafon I have confidered jt.effential: to thé illuftration- of our 
_furvey, to ftate very exactly not only the track of ‘the 'veflels when navi- 
gating thefe regions, but,likewife thofe of the-boats-whén fo employed; 
as well when I was-prefent myfelf, as when'ithey were condu&ed by Mr. 
Whidbey or Mr. Johnftone, on whom the -execution of that laborious 
and dangerous fervice principally fell, and to whom I feel myfelf indebted 
for the zeal with which they engaged in it onall occafions. The perufal of 
 thefe parts of our voyage to perfons not particularly interefted, Iam con- 
- feious will afford but little entertainment; yet Ihave been induced to give 
a detailed account, inftead of an abftra&, of our proceedings, for the pur- 
pole of illuftrating the charts accompanying this journal; of fhewing the 
manner in which our time day by day had been employed; and, for the 
additional purpofe, of making the hiftory of our tranfa€tions on the north 
weft coaft of America, as conclufive as poffible, againft all f peculative opi- 
nions refpetting the exiftence of a hyperborean or mediterranean ocean 


within the limits of our furvey. 
2 I fhall 


tion navigable for fhipping, exifting between the north pacific, and the. 
The difcovery that no fuch communication does exift has been zealoufly 


commiffion or inftruétions: ‘in this. refpect L-might poflibly-have incurred» 


off-extenfive tracts of broken land, and -by' thus fhewing their feparation’ 
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17946 I fhall now conclude the account of our tranfa€tions at this place by 
i—— the infertion of fuch aftronomical and nautical obfervations as were made 
during the time we paffed at this ftation. : 
On the 2d of auguft in port Conclufion the chronometers fhew the 
following longitudes, viz. Arnold’s No. 14, 225° 37’; Arnold’s No. 176, 
225° 38’; and Kendall’s, 225° 34’ 30"; the true longitude being 225° 97’ 
30”, 1t appeared that Arnold’s No. 14 was 30’ to the weftward, Arnold’s 
No. 176 30’ to the eaftward, and Kendall’s 2’ 30” to the weftward of 
the true longitude. 
By eighteen fets of obfervations taken between the ed and 18th of 
auguft on fhore with the artificial horizon, Arnold's No. 14 was found to 
be faft of mean time at Greenwich at noon on the 18th of 


augutt, - - - - - 4" 38''19%308 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 24 00 ~ 

Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich on ditto 10 13 33 00 
And gaining per day at the rate of, aa) Hea 49 37 

Kendall’s faft of mean time at Greenwich on ditto 9 8 30 00 
And gaining per day at the rate of, i = 26 11. 
The mean variation by two compaffes and eighteen fets 

of obfervations, differing from 24° 9/ to 27° 10’, was 25° 30° 


The latitude of the place of obfervation by four meri- 
dional altitudes, taken on fhore with the artificial horizon, 56 14 55 
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PASSAGE TO THE SOUTHWARD ALONG THE WESTERN COAST 
or AMERICA; DOUBLE CAPE HorN; ToucH aT ST. 
HELENA; ARRIVE IN ENGLAND. | 
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Depart from port Conclufion—Arrtval at Nootka—Tran/uttions there— 
Vifit Maquinna at Tahfheis—Aftronomical obfervations for correcting the 
Survey between cape Douglas and cape Decifion. 


‘THE preparations that had been made for our departing immediately 
on the return of the boats, proved of little importance, as the s.z. gale 
which commenced on the day of their arrival, continued with little varia- 
tion to blow very violently from the direétion in which I purpofed to 
{teer, attended with very heavy rain, and thick foggy weather until friday 
evening, when the atmofphere became fomewhat clearer, and the wind 
more moderate. Although it continued to be contrary to our purfuit, 
yet being completely tired of remaining in this inattive folitary fituation, 
I determined to put to fea, and with the Chatham departed from port 
Conclufion. We plied towards the ocean, but made little progres, as 
we were full attended by adverfe winds and thick foggy weather. 

It was not until the morning of the 24th that we reached the open 
ocean, in accomplifhing of which, we were in imminent danger of lofing 
the veffels about twelve o’clock the preceding night, by being driven on 
cape Ommaney. The faint variable winds, and the great irregularity of 
the tides, fat us fo near to that promontory, and the rock that lies near it, 


that it required our utmoft efforts in towing to keep the veflels off from 
Vou. Il. Oq the 
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the land, and confequently from the inevitable deftruétion that muft have 
followed. A very heavy weftern {well at this time broke with great fury 
not half a mile from us; and as no anchorage, or even bottom could be 
found, our fituation for fome time was moft ferioufly alarming; from ~ 
which however, we were moft providentially extricated, by a gentle 
breeze {pringing up from the N. w., when in the moft perilous and. criti- 
cal {tate that can be imagined. 

This breeze by two in the morning, enabled us to gain a fufficient dif 
tance from the fhore, to allow the boats, which had been employed in 
towing the fhip from the rocks, to be taken on board. In the execution 
of this bufinefs we had the misfortune of lofing Ifaac Wooden, one of 
the cutter’s crew, who unfortunately fell overboard; and although a boat 
was inftantly fent to his affiftance, yet as he was no fwimmer, and as in 
falling he unluckily ftruck his head againft the boat’s gunwale, he funk 
fo immediately that no help could be afforded him. This poor fellow 
had affifted in moft of the boat excurfions, was highly regarded by his 
comrades, and much regretted by his officers; in fhort, he was a good 
man, and an active failor; and to commemorate his unexpected and me- 
lancholy fate, I named the rock which his off cape Ommaney, Woop- 
EN’s ROCK. 

At day-light we had a frefh gale from the n. w., and having now finally 
accomplifhed fo much of my commiffion, as appertained to the difcovery 
of any navigable water communication, from the north pacific into the 
interior of the American continent, my attention became dire€ted to the 
adjuftment of thofe differences that had arifen in my negociation with 
Sen" Quadra as to the ceffion of Nootka; under the idea that a fufficient 
time had now elapfed, fince the departure of Lieutenant Broughton, for _ 
the arrival of the neceffary inftructions at that place, by which I might 
be enabled to regulate my future conduét, with refpeét to the reftitution 
of thofe territories. 

In this expectation our courfe was directed fouth-eaftward towards 
Nootka, pafling about 3 leagues to the weftward of the Hazy iflands; : 
thefe form a group of {mall rocky iflets a league in extent, lying s. 7 £., 
at the diftance of 16 leagues from cape Ommaney; s. 62 w. from cape _ 
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Decifion, and 3 leagues weft from Coronation ifland, which is the near- 


eft land to them. At noon the fouthernmoft land in fight, being C’.de ——,- 


St. Bartolom, forming the north point of entrance into Puerto del Bay- 
lio Bucareli, and difcovered by Sen" Quadra in 1775, bore by compafs 
s.87.; the neareft fhore was a confpicuous promontory, which I 
diftinguifhed by the name of Carr AppinGTon after the fpeaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, N. 73 E., diftant 4 or 5 leagues; Warren’s 
ifland in the entrance of Clarence’s ftrait, N.g E.; mount Calder, N.1£.; 
Coronation ifland, n. 13 w. to N. 30 w.; and cape Ommaney, N. 44 w. 
In this fituation the obferved latitude was 55° 294’, and the longitude, 
agreeably to the pofition of feveral confpicuous {tations as fixed by for- 
mer obfervations, and now very accurately correfponding, was found to 
be 225° 58’; but by the chronometers, allowing their rate and error as 
afcertained at port Conclufion, the longitude was by Kendall’s chrono- 
meter 226° 4’, by Arnold’s No. 14, 226° 9 45”, and by No. 176, 226° 15' 
30”; hence it would appear, that fome alteration in their rate of going 
had taken place fince the laft obfervations were made in port Conclufion, 
on the evening of the 18th; and particularly in No. 176, which it is ne- 
ceffary to remark, had for the purpofe of obferving with, been there taken 
on fhore. 

In the afternoon we paffed C? del St. Bartolom, which, according to 
our obfervations, is fituated in latitude 55° 12+’, longitude 226° 34’. From 
this cape, in a dire€tion s.21£. at the diftance of 14 miles, and 12 
miles from the neareft part of the contiguous fhore, lies a very low flat 
_ rocky iflet, furrounded by rocks and breakers, that extend fome diftance 
from it; from thefe circumftances, and from its being fo far diftant from the 
main land, it is rendered one of the moft dangerous impediments to na- 
vigation that we had met with on the exterior coaft; and hence it obtained 
the name of the Wo.r Rock. S.11 w. from this rock, at the diftance 
of 3 leagues, lies a {mall high ifland, named by Mr. Dixon, Forrefter’s 
Ifland; between thefe we paffed, and fo far as we became acquainted 
with the channel, it appeared to be clgar and free from interruption. 

After paffing Forrefter’s ifland, our courfe was direfted towards the 
north-weft point of Queen Charlotte’s iflands, with an intention of exa- 
mining their exterior coaft, for the purpofe of correéting any error that 

O q2 might 


Monday 25. 


300 
EES 
September. 


ao ey 


Monday 1. 


Tuefday 2. 


A VOYAGE Gk DIS © OV BR Y 


might have occurred im our former furvey; but this we were unable'to 
accomplifh, on account of the thick hazy or foggy weather which for the 
moft part obfcured the land from our view, and when vifible, it was feen 
but indiftinéily. This weather was attended by calms, or light variable 
winds, fo adverfe to our purfuit, that it was not until the 1ft of {eptember 
that we gained fight of the wefternmoft of Scot’s iflands. At noon this 
ifland bore by compafs n.8 £., and our obferved latitude being 50° 21’, 
{hewed the longitude to be 230° 95’; but by the chronometers allowing the 


rate as before ftated, Kendall’s chronometer gave 230° 46’ 45"; Arnold’s — 
No. 14, 230° 45' 45"; and No. 176, 231°0'15”. Now, although we 


were not pofitively certain as to the identical part of the ifland to which 
thefe calculations applied, (it being but juft yifible in the horizon) yet, 
concluding the longitude as had been afcertained by its bearings, and the 
obferved latitude of the fhip to be moft corre&t; the former opinion, that 
the chronometers had varied fince our laft obfervations by them in port 
Conclufion, was now very much {trengthened, as we were thoroughly con- 
vinced that no error, either in making the prefent or any of the former 
obfervations, had taken place; the moft particular care and attention 


having ever been obferved throughout the whole voyage on all fuch 


occafions. . 

The wind at nN. w. gradually increafed to a gentle gale, accompanied 
by clear and pleafant weather, which brought us by fix in the evening of 
the following day to an anchor in Friendly cove, Nootka found; here 


we found His Catholic Majefty’s armed veflels the Princifla, Aranfafu, 


and the St. Carlos, belonging to the eftablifhment at St. Blas, with the 
Pheenix bark, commanded by Mr. Hugh Moor, from Bengal; the floop 
Prince le Boo, one of Mr. Brown’s fquadron, commanded by Mr. 


Gordon from China, who had been employed in colleéting furs during the 
fummer upon this coaft, moftly to the northward of Nootka; befide thefe ; | 


Englifh traders, was the Wafhington, J. Kendrick, commander, of Bofton 


im America; who had been employed in the fame purfuit, but whofe - 


velfel was now under repair. 


The Princifla commanded by Sen* Fidalgo had arrived from St. Blas 
conly the day before, and had brought hither Brigadier General Don ~ 


Jofe 
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Jofe Manuel Alava, colonel of the regiment of Puebla, and governor of 
Nootka. 

The appointment of this gentleman as governor of Nootka, had 
taken place in confequence of the death of our highly valuable and much 
efteemed friend’ Sen™ Quadra, who in the month of march had died 


_ at St. Blas, univerfally lamented. Having endeavoured, on a former oc- 


cafion, to point out the degree of admiration and refpeét with which the 
conduét of Sen™ Quadra towards our little community had imprefled 
us during his life; I cannot refrain, now that he is no more, from ren- 
dering that juftice to his memory to which it is fo amply intitled, by 
ftating, that the unexpected melancholy event of his deceafe operated 
on the minds of us all, in a way more eafily to be imagined than de- 
fcribed; and whilft it excited our moft grateful acknowledgments, it 
produced the deepeft regret for the lofs of a charaéter fo amiable, and 
fo truly ornamental to civil fociety. . . 

The Difcovery having in the courfe of the day greatly outlailed the 
Chatham, the latter did not arrive until after dark; for this reafon, our for- 
mal vifit to the governor was deferred until the day following. Mr. Puget 
had come down the coaft from Woody point, much nearer to the fhore 
than we had done; and from him I learned, that between the entrance of 
the found, and the breakers which are about 7 or 8 miles to the weftward 
of it, he had met with much fea-weed; growing about 2 miles from the 
fhore in very irregular depths of water, from 5 to 10 fathoms, rocky 
bottom, until within about 2 miles of Friendly cove, when the fea-weed 
difappeared, and the depth of water greatly increafed. 

On wednefday morning we waited upon the governor, who {till re- 
fided on board the Princifla, where we were received by him and Sen* 
Fidalgo with marks of the moft polite and friendly attention. I was 
foon given to underftand by Sen* Alava, that his appointment to this 
government had taken place as above ftated for the particular purpole of 
finifhing the pending negociation, refpeéting the ceflion of thefe territo- 
ries; which, in confequence of the different conftruétion put on the firft 
article of the Spanifh convention, of the 28th of o€tober 1790, by the 
late Sen™ Quadra and mylelf, had, fince the month of feptember 
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1792, been intirely fufpended. The prefent governor however was ftill 
unprovided with the credentials neceflary for finifhing this bufinefs; but 
on his departure from St. Blas in june, thefe documents were hourly 
expeéted, and a veffel was waiting there in readinefs to be difpatched to 
this port, provided they arrived in time for her reaching Nootka on or 
before the 15th of o€tober; but in the event of her not being able to 
effect a paflage by that time, fhe was to repair to Monterrey. In confe-” 
quence of this arrangement Sen" Alava purpofed to remain here until 
that period fhould arrive; and as no communication from England, ei- 
ther of a public or private nature, had yet reached me, I confidered it to 
be highly probable, that a duplicate of my inftru€tions for the like pur- 
pofe might be tranfmitted by the fame conveyance. 

Under this impreffion, and the confideration of many other circum- — 
ftances relative to the fituation of both veflels, I thought it moft advife- 
able to determine on remaining till that period with Sen Alava; indeed it 
was not very likely, from the various important duties we had now to 
execute, with the inadequate means we poflefled for doing fo, that we 
fhould be enabled to proceed much before that time. Our {tore of cord-* 
age was completely exhaufted, nor had we a fathom of rope but what 
was then in ufe; the whole of it was much worn, and had been fpliced 
in feveral places, and therefore it became neceflary to contrive fome 
means for procuring a fupply before we could venture to fea again. The 
quantity which our Spanifh friends, or the trading veffels in this port, 
were likely to afford us, was very inadequate to our neceffities, which 
obliged us to refort to the expedient of converting fome of our cables 
into cordage. This would neceflarily prove a tedious bufinefs, efpecially 
as we had to conftru@ a machine for that purpofe. The Chatham was 
not only in a fimilar predicament with refpeét to cordage, but fhe re- 
quired caulking, and immediate repair in fome of her plank, that was found 
to be rotten. Both veffels demanded many fpars to be cut and prepared; 
the fails and cafks ftood in need of great repair; and it had become effen- 
tially important, that the obfervatory fhould be ereéted on fhore, for the 
purpofe of afcertaining more pofitively the rate and error of our chrono- 
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meters, in order to corre€t our furvey from cape Douglas to cape 
Decifion; for notwithftanding that I had little doubt in my own mind 
of the mode that had been purfued, yet I was fenfible that correfpond- 
ing obfervations at this place would be very fatisfattory. 

With thefe objeéts in contemplation, our time was not likely to be 


unprofitably employed; and although I would gladly have poftponed 


the execution of thefe feveral tafks until our arrival in a more fouthern 
clime, where we had reafon to believe the weather would be more favo- 
rable to our wifhes, and where the neceflary refrefhments of which we 
all {tood fo much in need, might have been procured in greater abun- 
dance; yet it would have been highly indifcreet, and extremely dange- 
rous, for the veffels to have put to fea again, until a fupply of cordage 
could be provided. In addition to this, other circumftances feemed to 
demand, that I fhould remain within the reach of any difpatches that 
might have been forwarded through New Spain; which could only be 
done by ftaying here, or reforting to fome of the fouthern Spanifh 
fettlements, where we fhould lofe the advantage of procuring the fpars 
and plank which were now required; and as moft of our bufinefs muft 
have been ill executed on board the veffels, I felt little encouragement, 
when I reflected on the treatment we had experienced the preceding year 
from the acting governor of California, to expe€t being indulged with 
permiffion for performing it on fhore, in any of the ports under his ju- 
rifdiction. 

Thefe weighty confiderations induced me to refolve on continuing at 
Nootka until all our important operations were completed; and if in the 
mean time I fhould receive any inftruétions for the government of my 
conduét, as to the reftitution of thefe territories, by the expe€ted Spanifh 
packet, or by any other conveyance, ‘I fhould be upon the fpot to aét 
with Sen" Alava as the nature of my orders might require. 

I took an early opportunity of reprefenting to Sen" Alava our necefli- 
tous condition, and requefted his permiffion to ereét our obfervatory and 


- tents on fhore. To this requeft he gave his moft hearty concurrence, 


and feemed very earneftly to regret, that the ftate of their eftablifhment 
precluded 
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precluded him from adminiftering to our wants in that effectual manner, — 
to which he was prompted by his inclinations. i 

Sen" Saavadra, who had remained in charge of Nootka ae our fae 
mer vifit, joined our party on board the Princifla, where the day paffled — 
in making inquiries about the civilized world, and in deploring the tur- 
bulent eed unhappy ftate of Europe. The melancholy .circumftances _ 
that had been detailed by Mr. Brown, were now confirmed by thefe gen- _ 
tlemen to the clofe of the year 1793; and we became much concerned 
by the events that had happened, and alarmed at the fatal confequences _ 
which it was natural to fuppofe they muft produce. 

The weather was gloomy with continual rain, but it did not prevent — 
Maquinna and Clewpaneloo, with fome other chiefs, and a few of the na- | 
tives, from vifiting the veffels. The two former received fuch compli- 
ments as were fuitable to their rank,-with which they were highly fatis- — 
fied ; and the latter difpofed of a fcanty fupply of fifh at a very exorbi- © 
tant price. Fifh had become of great value amongft thefe people, as 
either from the badnefs of the feafon during the preceding fummer, or — 
from their negleét and inattention in providing their ufual fupply for the 
winter, they had experienced the greateft diftrefs for want of provifions — 
during that period; and had not Sen* Saavadra adminiftered to their re- , 
lief, many of them would probably have fallen a facrifice to the {carcity. 
And although the provident care he had taken was inadequate to all — 
that was demanded of him, yet the affiftance he had been able to afford - 
them, was, much to the credit of the natives, acknowledged by them 
with the moft grateful expreffions. 

The governor, Sen" Fidalgo, Saavadra, and fome others of the Spa- , 
nifh officers, honored us with a return of our vifit on thurfday morning; — 
but in confequence of our reduced ftock of powder, I was under the. 
neceflity of declining the ufual ceremony of faluting, which was ven . 
politely excufed and difpenfed with by the whole party. 

The weather continued very rainy and unpleafant until faturday morn- — 
ing, when the clouds difperfed with a breeze from the weftward, andthe — 
PEN: became clear and agreeable. The tents, obfervatory, and. in- 
{ftruments, were now fent on fhore; the fails dried and unbent, and our | 
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¥arious fervices were put in a train for execution, in which we were 


affifted by fome Spanifh caulkers and carpenters, who were employed on 
board the Chatham; and on monday following having conftrutied a 
machine, we began making rope from the materials of a new bower 
cable. 

Whilft the wind continued in the weftern quarter, it regularly died away 
every evening; and through the night light airs prevailed from the land, 
which were fucceeded by the refrefhing wefterly breeze from the fea in 
the day time, accompanied by cheerful pleafant weather; which, with the 
advantage of the fociety we here met, made our time pafs as agreeably as 
could well be expeéted in thefe rude and diftant regions. 

On wednefday the wind again blew frefh from the s.£. and exhibited 


' another of the very rare inftances of lightning and thunder im this coun- 


try, which with torrents of rain continued moft of the night. 

The wind returned again to the weftward on thurfday evening, and 
brought with it fair and pleafant weather ; with which.the Aranfafu failed 
for St. Blas, and through Sen Alava’s civility, I tranfmitted by this 
opportunity a letter to the Admiralty, ftating our having accomplifhed 
the furvey of North Weft America, and the expeétation I was in of re- 
ceiving their final inftru€tions for the accomplifhment of the other objects 
of my réoinkAdhien 

Both wind and weather, as might reafonably be ecicien on the ap+ 
proach of the autumnal equinox, became now very changeable; on 
the 19th the atmofphere was dark and gloomy, with drifting fhowers; 
and the wind from the s.., which in the afternoon fuddenly fhifted to 


' the n.£., blew in heavy f{qualls, accompanied by a very heavy fall of 


rain. Notwithftanding that the wind came direétly from the land, yet 
towards midnight, when the gale feemed to be at its height, an extremely 
heavy {well rolled in from the ocean, and broke with great fury on. the 
fhores of the found that were expofed to its influence; and even thofe of 
this little cove were by the furge greatly annoyed. This kind of weather 
continued until the 17th, and much retarded our feveral works, which 
could not yet be confidered as ‘in any ftate of forwardnels. The violence 
of the equinoxial gales from this time feemed to have abated, and a feries 
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of fair weather, with regular Jand and fea breezes, enabled our people 
to make all the progrefs that the tedious nature of their feveral labours 
would permit. 

Since our arrival we had occafionally been vifited by Maguinna, Clew- 
paneloo, with fome of the inferior chiefs, and many of the inhabitants, 
who fold us a few fifh, and brought to market fome venifon; but moft 
of thefe people had now retired to their winter habitations up the found. 
Thefe Sen* Alava expreffeda defire to vifit, and as we all knew that fuch 
an excurfion would be highly flattering to Maguinna, and to the other 
chiefs and people, a party was formed with three of our boats, and a 
Spanifh launch to carry the luggage. Notwithftanding that we were 
well perfuaded of the friendly difpofition of the natives, yet I confidered 
it neceflary that the boats fhould be equipped for defence, as on.all other 
fuch occafions. The fettled ftate of the weather had now not only fa- 
vored and forwarded all our tranfactions, but was extremely inviting to 
the relaxation we had in view. 

Sen" Alava and Fidalgo, with Mr. Menzies, accompanied me in the 
Difcovery’s yawl; Mr. Puget, attended by fome of the officers of the 
Chatham, was in the cutter; Lieutenant Swaine, with fome of the gen- 
tlemen of the Difcovery, were in our large cutter; and with thofe in the 
Spanifh launch, our party confifted of fifty-fix officers and men. No 
doubt was entertained that Maguinna, who had been informed of the 
honor intended him, would be in readinefs to receive us, and for this 
reafon our courle was firft diretted towards Tahfheis, the place of his 
refidence. But as we were not much affifted by the wind, it was near 
fun-fet before we arrived at a very pleafant {pot not far from Magutnna’s 
village, where we pitched our tents; and as the day was too far ad- 
vanced, our ceremonial vifit was deferred until the next day, and a mef- 
fage to that effect was fent by Clewpaneloo, who had attended us from the 
fhips. But Maquznna, who with his people was in readinefs to receive us, 
inftantly difpatched a meffenger, requefting that we would repair to his 
rele that evening. This however we thought proper to decline, but 
in order that Maguinna might be fatisfed of our intentions to vifit him 
in the morning, fome of the gentlemen walked to the village, and ex- 
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plained to him, that it was the latenefs of the hour only that prevented 
our then complying with his requett. 

Matters being comfortably arranged for the night, centinels were 
planted, as well to avoid any furprize from the natives, as to prevent our 
own people from ftraying to their habitations, from whence difputes or 
mifunderftandings might have arifen; ftri€t orders were iffued to this ef- 
fe€t, and being uniformly adhered to, the night paffed without the leaft 
interruption. 

After breakfaft on friday morning, we proceeded with the four boats to 
Tahfheis, and were welcomed on our approach to the fhore by a vocife- 
rous old man, exclaiming “ Wacof/h, wacofh ;” by which he meant to exprefs 
friendfhip, and the good intentions of the natives towards us. Thefe fen- 
timents being returned in a fimilar manner by our party, we landed, and 
were received by Maquinna and two of his brothers, Whaclaffe pultz, 
and Tatoochfeatticus, with repeated expreflions of “ Wacofh,” until we 
were almoft ftunned with their gratulations. This ceremony being 
concluded, we were conduéted through the village to Maquznna’s habita- 
tion, where we were led to feats prepared and coyered with clean mats 
at the upper end of the houfe. 

Having taken our feats, about thirty men began each to beat with a 
fick on a hollow board, in order to affemble the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage to that fpot; this fummons being readily obeyed, Maquinna in- 
formed the affembled crowd with great earneftnefs, and in a {peech 
of fome length, that our vifit was to be confidered as a great honor 
done to him, and that it had taken place in confequence of the civil 
and orderly behaviour of all the inhabitants of the found under his au- 
thority towards the Englifh and the Spaniards. This, he obferved, was 
not the cafe with Wicanantfh, or any other chief whofe people commit- 
ted aéts of violence and depredation on the veffels and their crews that 
vifited their country; but that fuch behaviour was not practifed at 
Nootka, and that for this reafon they had been more frequently vifited ; 
by which means, their wealth in copper, cloth, and various other articles 
of great value to them, had been increafed far exceeding that of any 
of their neighbours. He particularly mentioned fome tribes, but by 
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appellations we were not acquainted with, over whom he feemed to 
confider our vifit to him as a great triumph; and from his manner of 
fpeaking, there evidently appeared to exift no fmall degree of jealoufy 
between them. He then proceeded to enumerate the various good qua- 
lities that marked the charaéter of the Spaniards and the Englih; that 
both were ftrongly attached to himfelf and his people, and that he hoped 
that we fhould be much pleafed by being entertained according to their . 
manner of receiving vifitors. 

The performers I believe were all in readinefs without, and anxious 
to begin their part; for the inftant Maguznna had ceafed f{peaking, the 
hollow board mufic recommenced, and a man entered the houfe moft 
fantaftically dreffed in a war garment, which reached to the calves of his 
legs, but not below them; this was varioufly ornamented, as was alfo his 
face with black and red paint, fo that his features appeared to be moft 
extravagantly diftorted, ‘or more properly fpeaking, they were {carcely 
diftinguifhable; his hair was powdered, or rather intirely covered with 
the moft delicate white down of young fea fowl, and in his hand he bore’ 
a mufket with a fixed bayonet, making altogether a moft favage, though 
at the fame time a whimfical figure; this man was followed by about 
twenty more, decorated with confiderable variety after the fame fafhion, 
but differently armed; fome like himfelf with mufkets, others with piftols, 
{words, daggers, fpears, bows, arrows, fifh-gigs, and hatchets, feem- 
ingly with intent to difplay their wealth and power, by an exhibition of 
the feveral implements they poffeffled, as well for the ufe of war, as for 
obtaining the different neceffaries of life. 

This indefcribable group of figures was drawn up before us; and 
notwithftanding we were perfeétly fatisfied of the harmlefs and peaceable 
intentions of thefe people, yet I believe there was not one of our party 
intirely free from thofe fenfations which will naturally arife from the fight 
of fuch unufual objeéts ; whofe favage and barbarous appearance, was not 
a little augmented by their a€tions and vociferous behaviour, accompa- 
nied by an exhibition, that confifted principally of jumping in a very pe- 
cular manner. In this effort the legs did not feem to partake much of 
the exertion, although they fometimes raifed themfelves to a confiderable 

2 height ; 


ROUND THE, WORLD. 


height; and we underftood that thofe were confidered to be the beft 
performers, who kept their feet conftantly parallel to each other, or in 
one certain pofition, with the leaft poffible inclination of the knees. After 
thefe had finifhed their part, Maguinna performed a mafk dance by himfelf, 
in which,. with great addrefs, he frequently and almoft imperceptibly 
changed his mafk; this feemed to be avery favorite amufement of his, 
as he appeared to be in high fpirits, and to take great delight in the 
performance.; The mafks he had made choice of, certainly did credit to 
his imagination-in point of whimfical effeé{; his drefs was different from 
that worn by any of the other: performers, confifting of a.cloak and. a 


kind of {hort apron, covered with hollow fhells, and {mall pieces of cop-_ 


per fo placed as to ftrike againft each other, and to produce a jingling 
noife; which, being accompanied by the mufic before defcribed as a fub- 
{titute for a drum, and fome vocal exertions, produced a favage difcor- 
dant noife as offenfive to the ear, as the former exhibition had been to 
the eye. Butas the objeét of our vifit was a compliment to Maguznna, 
a previous determination to be pleafed infured our plaudits, which were 
bountifully beftowed, and received with great pleafure and fatisfa€tion by 
the furrounding fpeétators. 

A paufe now took place in the entertainments, which however was 
foon filled up to the great gratification of our hoft and his friends. The 
prefents that had: been provided for the occafion were now exhibited to 
public view, confifting of copper, blue cloth, blankets, ear fhells, and 
a variety of {mall articles of lefs value; thefe were feverally diftributed 
by Sen" Alava and myfelf to Maguinna and his relations, according to 
the rank and confequence of each; in thefe tokens of our friendfhip we 
fucceeded fo well, that our liberal donations foon refounded through the 
village, and the glad tidings were received with loud acclamations of ap- 
plaufe. On thefe fubfiding, we had a fecond vocal and inftrumental 
performance, which concluded by a return from Magquinna for the pre- 
fents we had made. In this Maquznna did not perfonally appear; Wha- 
claffe pultz, a€ting as mafter of the ceremonies, firft addrefled Sen™ Alava 
in a fhort {peech, refpeéting the friendfhip that had fo long been eftablifhed 
between the Spaniards, and the tribes under the authority of Maquinna, 

who 
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who, he faid, was highly pleafed by the trouble he had taken in paying 
him this diftant vifit; and that, as a proof of Maquinna’s fincerity, he was 
then about to make fome return for the repeated inftances of friendthip 
he had experienced, by placing a fea otter {kin at the feet of Sen" Alava. 
I then received a fimilar compliment, as did Sen" Fidalgo and Mr. Puget, 
after which Sen" Alava and myfelf were each prefented with a fecond — 
fea otter fkin, which concluded the ceremonies of this vifit. 

The day was not yet far advanced; and being fair and pleafant, we 
amufed ourfelves in {trolling through the village; and found it, although 
extenfive, far from being numeroufly inhabited. This was accounted 
for by Maguinna, who ftated, that many families were ftill abfent, not 
having yet procured their flock of provifions for the enfuing winter fea- 
fon; at which time, if all their habitations are fully occupied, its popu- 
lation cannot be much lefs than eight or nine hundred perfons. Maquin- 
na’s habitation was confiderably larger than any of the others, and had a 
very fuperior advantage over them all by being lefs filthy ; it was at pre- 
fent not more than half occupied, nor was it intirely covered in, though 
it did not appear to have been recently ere€ted; but we remained ig- 
norant of the reafon why fo large a proportion of the roof remained un- 
finifhed. The conftru€étion of the Nootka houfes, efpecially with refpe& 
to their infide, has been fo fully treated by Captain Cook, as to preclude 
any material addition from my pen; yet it is fingularly remarkable, 
(although particularly reprefented in Mr. Webber’s drawing of the vil- 
lage in Friendly cove) that Captain Cook fhould not have taken any 
notice whatever in his journal, of the immenfe pieces of timber which 
are raifed, and horizontally placed on wooden pillars, about eighteen 
inches above the roof of the largeft houfes in that village; one of which 
pieces of timber was of fize fufficient to have made a lower maft for a 
third rate man of war. Thefe, together with the large images, were at 
that time fuppofed to denote the habitation of the chief, or principal per- 
fon of the tribe; and the opinion then formed, has been repeatedly. 
confirmed by obfervations made during this voyage. One or more 
houfes in many of the deferted villages, as well as in moft of the inha- 
bited ones we had vifited, were thus diftinguifhed... On the houfe of 
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Maguinna were three of thefe immenfe {pars ; the middle piece was the 
largeft, and meafured at the but-end nearly five feet in diameter; this 
extended the whole length of the habitation, which was about an hun- 
dred feet Jong. It was placed on pillars of wood; that which fupported 
it within the upper end of the houfe was about fifteen feet in circumfe- 
rence, and on it was carved one of their diftorted reprefentations of a 
gigantic human figure. We remained totally unacquainted with the inten- 
tion of, or the purpofe that was to be anfwered by, thefe fingular roof trees; 
but it is natural to fuppofe that they muft be direéted to fome important 
objeét, as the raifing of fuch immenfe maffes of timber twelve or four- 
teen feet from the ground, and placing them firmly on the pulars by 
which they are fupported, muft, to a people fo totally devoid of mecha- 
nical powers, be.a moft tedious and laborious Operation. 

Our curiofity being fatisfied, and our pockets completely emptied by 
the unremitting folicitations of the inhabitants of Tahfheis, of the ftock 
of trinkets with which we had been provided, we proceeded to the upper 
end of the arm, which afforded me an Opportunity of explaining to 
Sen® Alava the manner, in which the numerous canals and branches in 
the continent he had feen ‘delineated on our charts, terminated ; as this 
ended in the fame way, by a low border of and in the front of a valley, 
through which fome fmall ftreams of water were difcharged; but the 
adjacent fhores were infinitely lefs high than we had been accuftomed to 
obferve; where having ftrolled a little about in the fkirts of the woods, 
we returned to our encampment. “Here we found Maquinna with feve- 
ral of our Tahfheian friends, who were very folicitous that we fhould re- 
turn and partake in the evening of an entertainment fimilar to that we 
had received in the morning; but as we had appointed to be at home on 
funday morning, and had promifed a vifit to our friend Clewhaneloo at 
his principal refidence called Mooetchee, which was at a confiderable 
diftance from Tahfheis, it was not in our power to comply with the civil 
folicitations of Maguinna and his fraternity. 

_ We were honored at. dinner with the company of Maquanna, moft of 
his family, and many of the other chiefs; who, with the moft unequivocal 
affurances of their friend{hip, and with expreffions. of the,great pleafure 
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they had derived from our vifit, bad us farewell after dinner, and we 
departed. | 

As Mooetchee is fituated near the upper part of the next branch to 
the eaftward of Tahfheis canal, our route was direéted back by the 
way we had come; and having reached in the evening the dividing point 
of thefe two arms of the fea, which is fituated about n.6r., fix or 
feven miles from Friendly cove, we pitched our tents for the night, im 
order to have the day before us for vifiting Clewpaneloo, whofe habita- 
tion was about feven or eight miles from us; towards which place, after 
breakfaft on faturday morning, we proceeded ; and as our vifit was not 
intended to be a very long one, the Spanifh launch was left in a plea- 
fant fituation, in order to pitch the encampment, and provide a dinner 
againft our return; by which means our journey to the fhip the next 
day would be materially fhortened. Our progrefs was not very rapid, 
as both wind, and the ftream which I believe in general runs down, 
were adverfe to our purfuit, which was through a region fo wild and 
inhofpitable in its appearance, as occafioned Sen™ Alava frequently to 
exprefs his aftonifhment, that it could ever have been. an objeét of cons 
tention between our refpective fovereigns. The fhores either conftituted 
impenetrable forefts, produced from the fiflures of a rugged rocky 
country, or were formed by ftupendous barren precipices, rifing per- 
pendicularly from the water to an immenfe height; fo that, excepting 
the ice and cataraéts to which we had been accuftomed in many other in- 
ftances, Sen™ Alava was enabled from this fhort excurfion to form 
a very complete idea of the general charaéter of thofe countries to the 
northward of this ftation, which had fo long occupied our time and 
labour. 

It was nearly three in the afternoon before we reached the village of 
Mooetchee, which confifted of a few houfes huddled together in a ‘cove, 
with as little regularity m the difpofal of them as was apparent’ in the 
conduét of its inhabitants ; who crowded about us, and produced us much 
inconvenience, although with the moft inoffenfive and peaceable defign. 
Our friend Clewpaneloo, though their chief, feemed not to “poffefs faf- 
ficient influence to reftrain this behaviour, even within his own: habi- 
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tation, to which we were conduéted by a very narrow paflage be- 
tween the houfes; the filth of which, and the combination of fo 
many offenfive exhalations, rendered it highly neceflary to our feel- 
ings, that as much difpatch as poflible fhould be ufed in the diftribu- 
tion of our prefents, which, when effeéted, would leave us perfectly 
at liberty to depart, without giving the leaft offence to our hoft or 
to any of his friends. On this occafion, ceremonies fimilar to thofe 
practifed at Tahfheis were here obferved; but the want of order and 
decorum, independently of the difference in point of numbers between 
Tahfheis and Mooetchee, evinced the fuperiority of Magutnna’s autho- 
rity, when compared with that of the neighbouring chiefs; amongft 
whom Clewpaneloo was reputed to be one of the firft in wealth and 
power; and I certainly noticed as many of their large {quare boxes, in 
which they generally keep their. valuables, in his habitation, as I had 


. done in almoft all the other houfes collectively taken, but what they 


contained we did not intirely learn; yet, if credit were to be given to 


our landlord, they were all well appropriated, being, according to his 


account, filled with the fkins of the fea otter, bear, deer, martin, and 
other animals of the country, or with copper, iron, cloth, and other 
European commodities. 

Our part being performed, and our ftore of prefents exhaufted, we re- 
turned to our boats, accompanied by Clewpaneloo, who made us in return 


prefents fimilar to thofe we had received from Maguinna ; to which he. 


added one infinitely more valuable than all the reft. This was a very 


_ fine buck, juft killed; which being depofited in our boat, we took 


leave of Mooetchee, amidft reiterated acclamations of “ Wacofh, Wacofh,” 
with repeated intreaties of the moft friendly nature to prolong our flay ; 
but as the day was now far advanced, no time was loft in making the 
beft of our way towards the ftation where the Spanifh launch had been 
left; this we reached in the evening, and found every thing comfortably 
prepared for our reception. 

_ As we bent our way homewards the next morning, we ftopped at an 
anchoring place called by the natives Mowenna, in great repute with 
the traders on this coaft, and particularly fo with the Americans. It is 
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fituated on the weftern fide of the found, between four and five miles to 
the northward of Friendly cove, over which it poffefles (though further 
from the fea) feveral advantages in point of fecurity and accommodation. 
The Jand in its neighbourhood continues to be low to a greater diftance 
than about Friendly cove, and feems to be compofed of lefs rocky mate- 
rials. Theextent of this harbour is but fmall, but being well proteéted 
againft all winds, and its diftance from the ocean preventing its being 
much affected by the fwell, feveral veffels might ride here in perfeét 
fafety; and as it has a fair navigable channel out of it in a foutherly di- 
reCtion, veffels can fail out of this harbour whenever the land wind 
prevails to pufh them clear of the found, with infinitely more eafe than 
from Friendly cove ; out of which, they are firft obliged to warp a con- 
fiderable diftance, and to anchor not only in an inconvenient depth of 
water, but on an uneven rocky bottom; in addition to which in the event 
of the wind fuddenly fetting in {trong from the fea, their fituation becomes 
by no means pleafant. The departure from Friendly cove, although not 
difficult in the fummer feafon, yet (as I have been given to underftand) is 
fubje€ in the winter to great, and indeed dangerous, inconvenience, from 
the heavy fea which rolls in ftormy weather into the found ; efpecially 
during the s.r. gales, againft which, from its vicinity to the ocean, itis — 
not fufficiently protected. As a military eftablifhment however, it is 
greatly to be preferred to Mowenna, as nothing can pals or ae into 
the found unobferved at Friendly cove. 
About noon we arrived on board. Nothing of any moment had oc- ~ 
curred during our abfence; the weather, which had been favorable to our — 
excurfion, had been fo likewife to the feveral employments of re- a 
ment, though we had yet much remaining to perform. 
On monday afternoon arrived a very {mall fhip called the Jenny, — 
belonging to Briftol; the fame veffel that had vifited Nootka in o€tober, — 
1792, then rigged as a three-maf{ted fchooner, and commanded by Mr. 
Baker, who had proceeded in her to England, with the cargo of furs he 
had then colleéted. She was now commanded by a Mr. John Adamfon, 
who had returned with her from England, and had in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding fummer in the neighbourhood of Queen Charlotte’s iflands, col- 
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leéted upwards of two thoufand fea otter {kins, with which he was bound 
to the Chinefe market, and from Canton was to be employed as packet 
in the fervice of the Eaft Indiacompany. He brought us the agreeable 
intelligence of having met Mr. Brown in the Jackal on the coaft, in the 
latitude of 54°, for whofe fafety we had entertained fome apprehenfion; 
for when we left Mr. Brown in port Althorp, it was his intention to pro- 
ceed to the fouthward through the inland navigation, and as the inhabi- 
tants of thofe fhores had. atted a very fufpicious part towards Mr. 
Whidbey, we were fearful left Mr. Brown’s {mall force might not have 
been equal to his protection. 

The ferenity of the weather continued to favor our operations with 
little interruption. The wind blew for a few hours on tuefday afternoon 
from the s.£. attended with rain; but the nN. w. wind again prevailed, 
and the weather became fair and pleafant the next morning. 

On the day following I was honored with the company of the Gover- 
nor, Sen" Fidalgo, Saavadra, and moft of the Spanith officers to dine on 
board the Difcovery. The very exhaufted ftate of my ftores, and ftock 
of articles neceffary on fuch occafions, had precluded my receiving this 
pleafure fo frequently as I could have wifhed. 

I was very agreeably furprized by receiving a meflage from the gover- 
nor on faturday afternoon, purporting that the expetted Spanifh packet 
from St. Blas was in the offing; thefe however were but {hort lived hopes, 
for we no fooner had recourfe to our glafles, than we became of opinion 
that the veffel in queftion was the Jackal. But as the wind at this time 
blew {trong from the s. E. attended with dark, rainy, hazy weather, and 
as fhe could not reach the port before dark, fhe ftood to fea again; du- 
ring the night the s.r. gale: increafed with inceffant rain, and a very 
heavy {well rolled into the found; the next day the weather was more 
moderate, and in the evening the Jackal arrived. It was now that I re- 
ceived the information of Mr. Brown’s having paffed through the fhallow 
pafflage mentioned in Mr. Whidbey’ s laft furvey in the boats, which ap- 
pertaining immediately to the region then under confideration, I thought 
it moft properly introduced in the narrative of that expedition. Since our 
Feparation with the Jackal, Mr. Brown had colletted upwards of a thou- 
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fand prime fea otter {kins, and feveral of inferior quality. Mott of thefe 
had been procured from thofe people, whofe conduét had put on fuch a 
fufpicious appearance in the opinion of Mr. Whidbey and his party, in 
his way from Crofs found: they had beliaved very properly to Mr. 
Brown, whofe readinefs to enter into a traffic with them might proba- 
bly operate in gaining their good opinion, for it had been evident, on 
many occafions, that our difinciination to a commercial intercourfe had 
excited the difpleafure of feveral tribes we had met with; this opinion 
was confirmed, by their ufual formalities on firft vifiting the veffels, which 
generally concluded with a defire to open a negociation for the difpofal 
of their merchandize. 

As the month of o€tober advanced, we knew perfettly well, both 
from our former and prefent experience, that the fummer feafon of this 
country was faft drawing to a conclufion, and as moft of our material 
bufinefs with the fhore was now nearly finifhed, I took the advantage 
of monday, being a fair day, to receive on board the obfetvatory in- 
ftruments and tents. Our fuel and water was yet, however, to complete, 
which would unavoidably detain us three or four days longer, fo that 
waiting the ftipulated time, after which the Spanifh packet was not to 
be expeéted, could now be of little moment, when compared to the im- 
portance her arrival might poffibly be of, in expediting our return to 
England. This, however, did not happen, nor did any circumftance 
worthy of notice take place during this anxious interval. At midnight 
on the 16th we put to fea, in company with the Chatham. The Prin- 


eiffa, Captain Fidalgo,. with Governor Alava on board, was to follow — 


us the next day. Monterrey was appointed as the next rendezvous, 


where thefe officers entertained little doubt of our meeting a reception, — 


and every refpeét fuitable to our fituation and wifhes. In this opinion 
I was induced to concur, from a converfation that had lately pafled 
between Sen™ Alava and myfelf, when I became acquainted that the re- 
prefentation I had made to Sen" Quadra of the treatment we had received 
on our former vifit to New Albion, had in confequence of his deceafe been 
tran{mitted to the viceroy at Mexico, whofe very humane and liberal in- 
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tentions towards us, had, no doubt, been materially mifunderftood by 
Sen" Arrillago, é 

Having bad farewell to Nootka, and made fuch remarks on our ordi- 
nary tran{aétions there as appeared to me deferving attention, I fhall now 
proceed to ftate the refult of our labours at the obfervatory, and fhew 
from what authority I deduced the longitude of the various ftations 
in our late furvey, which in many inftances differs materially from the 
longitude affigned to them by Captain Cook. I have already {tated my 
reafons for fubfcribing to our own calculations in preference to thofe 
made by Captain Cook; and muft again repeat, that I have prefumed 
fo to do, under the conviétion of our having had the means of being 
accurate, more fully in our power than fell to the lot of that renowned 
and illuftrious navigator. 

On feptember 6, in Nootka found the chronometers fhew the follow- 
ing longitudes; viz. Arnold’s No. 14, 232° 39’ 50"; Arnold’s No. 176, 


>. 232° 49 5°; and Kendall’s, 232° 32’ 50”. The true longitude being 


233° 31’ 30", it appeared that Arnold’s No, 14, and Kendall’s, were each 
of them 1° 0’ 4o”, and Arnold’s No. 176, 44’ 25” to the weftward of the 
true longitude. 

On the 6th of oftober at noon, Arnold’s No. 176 was found by the 


mean of twenty-nine days equal altitudes, to be faft of mean time at - 


Greenwich, - : - : - 10° 49° 45" 50” 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, AAR 
Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean time on the fame day, 4 57 10 56 
And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 23° 4 
Kendall’s, faft of mean time on ditto, - 9.30 52 56 
And gaining on mean time per day, - . oorad 


By obfervations taken on fhore with the artificial horizon, between 
the 6th of feptember and 11th of oftober, 1794, the chronometers were 
found to be gaining on mean time, viz. Arnold’s No. 176, 41” 57"; Ar- 
nold’s No. 14, 23” 6”; and Kendall’s, 28” 29" per day; by which it ap- 
peared, that when opportunities did not offer of obtaining equal alti- 
tudes for afcertaining the rates of the chronometers, common altitudes 
if taken with care, would anfwer the fame purpofe; this is exemplified by 
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the above obfervations, as the difference of the rate between two of the 
chronometers was only one fourth, and that of the other, viz. Arnold’s 
No. 176, rather more than half a fecond, which is accounted for by the 
very unequal rate in general of that chronometer. . 

The latitude, longitude, variation, and inclination of the magnetic 
needle, were found to be the fame as on our firft vifit to this place in 
the year 1792. 


CHAPTER 
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Depart from Nootka found—Violent ftorm—Arrive at Monterrey—Receive 
on board the Deferters from the Chatham and Dedalus—Excurfion into 
the country—Examine a very remarkable mountain—Aftronomical and 
nautical obfervations. 
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PAPOIGHT trees from the Jand favored our progrefs out of Nootka 
found, and by day-light on friday we were about 3 leagues from the land, 
when the wind fuddenly died away, and was fucceeded by a calm with 
thick hazy weather continuing the whole of the day, and giving the vel- 
fels an appearance of being {tationary; the depth of water continued to 
be the fame from noon until midnight, 75 fathoms, muddy bottom. At 
this time the haze was fucceeded by a very thick fog, without the leaft 
air of wind; and although by the depth increafing we imagined that we 
were proceeding from the coaft, yet our motion was fo flow, that by fix 
m the evening of faturday, we were ftill in foundings at the depth of 100 
fathoms, muddy bottom, and by the lead when on the ground, the veflel 
feemed to lie as if atanchor. This ob{curity in the atmofphere had pre- 
vented our feeing the Chatham fince the preceding evening, but the 
ferenity of the weather, and the apparent ftationary fituation of the 
Difcovery, made me conclude that fhe could not be far off. Our 
powder being much exhaufted, the fog fignal had not been made; but 
in order to afcertain the faét, a gun was now fired, and to our great 
aftonifhment it was not anfwered. The fog and calm ftill continued, and 
the depth of water gradually increafed, at eight o’clock we had 105 fa~ 
thoms, with fandy bottom. The fog now difperfed, and the calm was 
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fucceeded by a light breeze from the E.N.£.; another gun was now fired, 
and a falfe fire burnt as a fignal to our confort, but neither was an{wered. 
After repeating thefe ftgnals in the fame manner at three o'clock on fun- 
day morning to no effect, we made all fail, fteering to the s.s.r. At 


day-light the high land over Nootka and Clayoquot, was {till in fight, 


bearing by compafs from n. 6 w. to E.N.E.; our diftance from the coaft 
was 10 or 12 leagues. The foundings we had gained at midnight at the 
depth of 135 fathoms, proved to be at the diftance of about 7 leagues 
from point Breakers, and fomething more from the general line of the 
coaft to the eaftward of that point. This I confidered to be the edge of 
a bank of foundings that appeared to lie along the coaft, which com- 
menced a-breaft of cape Lookout, and terminated a little to the north- 
ward of Nootka. Near the entrance of De Fuca’s {traits it feemed to 
ftretch further into the ocean, as at the diftance of 8 leagues from thofe 
fhores we had only 58 fathoms water, with muddy bottom. 

In looking round for the Chatham a veffel was difcovered a-ftern, for 
which we immediately fhortened fail, but foon finding it to be the Spanifh 
{hip Princifla, we again direéted our courfe as before with all fail fpread 
to a pleafant eafterly breeze and fair weather; with this favorable weather 
we were not long indulged, for in the evening the wind veered to the s.s.£., 
and by monday in the afternoon, increafed to fo ftrong a gale as to oblige 
us to clofe-reef our topfails. The wind fixed in the fouth-eaftern quarter, 
and became variable, with fometimes clear, and at others cloudy weather: 


this gale did not reduce us below our topfails, although we plied not only 


again{t it, but againft a very heavy fouth-wefterly fwell to fo little pur- 
pofe, that by noon on friday we had by our reckoning (for we were un- 
able to gain any obfervation) only reached the latitude of 47° 12’, longi- 
tude 232°19’. In the evening the wind veered to the s.s. w., with which 
we made a tolerably good progrefs to the fouth-eaftward until funday 
morning, when it became light and variable, with alternate calms, anda 
very heavy {well from the w.s. w. 


This uncomfortable weather was fucceeded by a frefh breeze from the — 


N.E., which as ufual veered to the s.r. on monday morning, and in the 


afternoon increafed to a gale fo violent, as to make it neceflary that we” 


fhould 
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thould {trike the topgallant-mafts, and bring to, under the ftorm Rtayfails ; 
this gale was attended with an extremely heavy rain until midnight, 
when the ftorm fuddenly moderated, and the wind veering to the s.w. 
we ftood to the s. £. under our courfes and clofe-reefed topfails. 

The obferved latitude on tuefday was 44° 14’, longitude by account 
233° 27’; in the afternoon all our canvas was again fpread, but by wed- 
nefday morning the wind had again refumed its fouth-caftern direétion, 
with hard fqualls and heavy rain, which again reduced us to the forefail 
and ftorm ftayfails. . 

Since our departure from Nootka we had conftantly been incommoded 
by a very heavy wefterly and fouth-weft fwell, which at this time was 
greatly increafed, notwithftanding the fea, raifed by the violence of the 
wind from the fouth-eaft; thefe together caufed a very confufed agita- 
tion of the ocean, and although the fhip was made as {nug as poffible by 
the topgallant-matts being ftruck, and by every thing, that conveniently 
could be taken from aloft, yet fhe was extremely uncomfortable, and 
{hipped great quantities of water. About noon the gale moderated, and 
on the wind returning to the s.w., we again made fail to the fouth-eaft- 
ward. The afternoon was tolerably fair; vaft flocks of wild geefe and 
_ ducks were obferved, flymg to the fouthward, which indicated that ina 
| more northern climate the winter had fet in with much feverity. 

The wind, although variable between s.r. and s.w. was moderate, 
with frequent calms, and the weather, comparatively fpeaking with that 
we had fo recently experienced, might be confidered as tolerably fair, 
notwith{tanding which, we made little progrefs until monday morning, 
when the wind feemed fixed in the north-weft quarter, with very plea- 
fant weather. To this favorable gale we fpread all our fails, {leering for 
cape Mendocino; the fouthern promontory of which, at noon, bore by 
compafs s. 51 £., and with the coaft to the north of it, in fight to the 
N.E., was about 9 or 10 leagues diftant. The obferved latitude 40° Ae’; 
longitude according to our former calculations of the fituation of cape 
Mendocino, 235° 30’, the variation 14° eaftwardly. 

At this time the longitude by the chronometers agreeably to the Nootka 
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raté, was by Keridall’s, 235° 27’; Arnold’s Noi! 145 295° 22’; and vee 
176; 235° 55° 

As, we drew in with the fhores of the =i a part of the cape, having 
fince noon fteered: s. E. by compafs about 3 leagues, we fuddenly came 
into difcoloured water, with a very irregular ‘fea; but foundings could 
not be gained with the hand line, nor at the rate we were then going, 
could bottom have been reached-at a greater depth than from 7 to 10 
fathoms. 

As I intended before we proceeded to Monterrey .to vifit the bay of 
Sir Francis Drake, and from thence in our boats to acquire a better 
knowledge than we had hitherto gained of port Bodega, our courfe after 
pafling this promontory was directed along the coaft to the fouth-eaft for _ 
that purpofe. 

. In the evening about fun-fet a very fingular appearance was obferved 
over the interior, mountains, immediately behind the high land of this 
lofty proje@ing promontory. An immenfe body of very denfe clouds 
énveloped the fummits of thofe mountains, rifing in a confafed agitated 
ftate like volumes of {team from a boiling cauldron of great magnitudes 
thefe expanded to the northward, and obfcured all that part of the ho« 
rizon, whilft to the fouthward, it was perfectly clear and unclouded. 
From our.own experience, as well as from the information we had de- 
rived from the Spaniards, we had long been led to confider cape Men- 
docino as fituated on the divifionary line between the moderate and 
boifterous climates of this coaft. For this reafon, however unfcientifte it 
may appear, we could not avoid entertaining an idea, that from the ims 
menfe accumulation of exhalations, which the ftupendous mountains in 
this uamediate neighbourhood arreft, arofe thofe violent fouth-eaft ftorms, 
with which, farther to the northward, we fo frequently contended, and by 
which, the coaft of New Albion to the fouthward of this ftation, is certainly 
but feldom, and never in fo violent a degree affected. This extraordis 
nary appearance inclined us to believe that {ome turbulent weather was not 
far remote, but from what quarter we could not guefs, as the fteady favo- 
rable north-welt gale, and the appearance of clear and fettled weather, in 
the direftion we were fteering, did not give us reafon to apprehend any 
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mconvenience from the wind fhifting to the fouth-eaftward ; and its 
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blowing from the oppofite point had always been confidered as the har- —~— 
binger of moderate and pleafant weather. ‘This general rule was on Tuelday 4. 


tuefday morning partly confirmed, and partly contradicted, as the va- 


- pours we had obferved collecting on the preceding evening, were now 


found to have been deftined to difcharge their fury from a quarter we 
had leaft expetted. During the night we had made fuch progrefs 
along the coaft, that by four in the morning it became neceflary to haul 
to the wind, in order that we might not overfhoot our intended port 
before day-light. At this time the wind at N.N.w., attended with a 


‘ moft tremendous fea from the fame quarter, had increafed to fuch a 


degree of violence, as allowed us to haul off the fhore under our forefail 
and ftorm ftayfails only; but the forefail, though a very good one, not 
being able to refift the violence of the ftorm, was about fun-rife blown 
nearly to pieces; this was immediately replaced with the beft we had, 
the topgallant-mafts were ftruck, and the {hip made as fnug as poffible; 
but unable to fcud with fafety before the ftorm, we lay to, with the 
fhip’s head to the weftward, under the ftorm ftayfails, it being impoffible 
to fhow more canvas, and of courfe too hazardous to fteer for that part 
of the coaft I wifhed to make,. or to attempt running under our bare poles 
into a port, of which, we had fo little knowledge as that of the bay of Sir 
Francis Drake; to keep the fea, was therefore our only prudent alterna- 
tive. 

During this ftorm I felt a high degree of fatisfattion, that we had not 
made a more fpeedy paflage from Nootka to Monterrey, as from the 
dire&tion in which it had blown, I confidered, that had we been arrived 
in that port, we fhould have been expofed to the whole of its fury, 
and the violence of the fea that had attended it. As Monterrey was 
now lying s. 50 £. of us, I could not fuppofe from the diftance of that 
port, that the gale had not reached fo far, for excepting the ftorms we 
experienced at and off New Zealand, this was certainly the moft violent 
of any we had met with during this voyage; the {hip however was by no 
means fo uncomfortable as we had found her on many other occafions. 


The waves although extremely high, were long and regular, the {ky was 
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hard and clear, and intirely free from clouds. About the horizon anda few 
degrees above it, was feen a bright glaring haze; and as this at intervals 
became more perceptible, the violence of the wind was conftantly ob- 
ferved to be increafed. 

In this fituation we remained until the ftorm moderated, though it fill 
blew extremely hard: we now wore and ftood for the land under the 
forefail and ftorm ftayfails, in the hope, that by the time we fhould arrive 
near the fhore, now at the diftance of 45 leagues, the violence of the ftorm 
would in a great meafure have abated. It was not however before ten 
at night that it had fufhciently moderated to allow of our fetting the clofe- 
reefed topfails ; at midnight we had the topgallant-fails fet for about an ° 
hour, but the wind foon again increafed, and feeing the land at no great 
diftance about two o’clock in the morning of the 6th, we hauled off 
fhore, and plied under an eafy fail to wait the return of day, when find- 
ing ourfelves about 3 or 4 leagues from point Anno Nuevo, point Pinos 
in fight bearmg by compafs s.z.i£., and having a moderate breeze 
with fine pleafant weather, we fteered for Monterrey, where about two 
in the afternoon we anchored, and moored nearly in our former fituation. 

Here we found the Chatham, fhe having arrived in the evening of the 
ad. By Mr. Puget I was informed, that whilft we were becalmed: and 
ftationary off Nootka, the Chatham on the evening of the 17th of o€to- 
ber was favored with a light breeze from the eaftward, which gradually 
increafed ; with this Mr. Puget fteered to the fouth-eaft, concluding we 
were doing the fame, and he was not undeceived until noon of the 18th, 
when the fog with them had fufficiently difperfed, to fhew that the Dif 
covery was not within their vifible horizon. Mr. Puget was equally at a 
lofs with ourfelves, to account for the feparation that had then taken 
place; but as he confidered that we had preceded the Chatham, and fhe — 
having at that time a pleafant breeze from the eaftward, he thought it — 
moft advifeable to make the befi of his way to the fouthward, and on — 
the 19th m the morning whilft we continued to be within fightof Nootka, 
the Chatham had increafed her diftance near 40 leagues from the fhore. 
‘This circumftance, in confequence of the fucceeding winds, afforded the 


’ Chatham a fuperior advantage in getting to the fouthward, and whieh 
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in all probability was confiderably augmented, by the Chatham having 
{tood further from the coaft to the fouth-weftward, than we had done 
during the prevalence of the fouth-eafterly winds. On reference to the 
journals it appeared Mr. Puget had been enabled fo to do, by the wind 
having been much further to the fouthward with the Chatham than with 
the Difcovery; by which means on the wind’s fhifting to the s.w. as is 


_. moft frequently the cafe after the fouth-eafterly gales, our confort made 


much better flants along the coaft to the fouthward, than we were able 
todo, becaufe we were fo much nearer to it. The Chatham had to con- 
tend with nearly the like boifterous weather we had experienced until fhe 
had pafled cape Mendocino on the goth of the preceding month; when, 
at the diftance of 40 leagues from the cape the weather was pleafant, with 
wefterly and north-weft winds. The greateft diftance fhe had on this 
paflage been from the coaft, was ftated by Mr. Puget at 93 leagues from 
cape Difappointment, and from thence, fouthward to cape Mendocino 
from 60 to 70 leagues; the greateft diftance we had been from the coaft 
did not exceed 78 leagues off Deftruétion ifland, but to the fouthward of 
cape Lookout we were not more than from 16 to 4o leagues from the land. 

The north-welt ftorm we had fo lately contended with, and to which 
I had confidered this anchorage as dangeroufly expofed, Mr. Puget in- 
formed me had been here felt, at the fame time; but that the gale had been 
principally from the weftward; and although it certainly blew {trong, yet 
it neither prevented the ufual communication with the fhore, nor would 


have caufed any apprehenfion for the fecurity of veffels riding in the bay, 


if tolerably well provided with anchors and cables. Indeed the Chatham 
rode it out, with cables that had been long in ufe, and were in the laft 
{lage of being ferviceable. This was by no means an unpleafant faét to 
afcertain, as it tended to prove, that although the weather may be ex- 


‘tremely boifterous out at fea, and in the offing, yet this bay may be ap- 
proached with the greateft facility, and will afford extremely good fhelter 


again{t thofe winds, to which, apparently, it 1s moft expofed. 

Our profeffional inquiries being mutually fatisfied, I had the pleafure 
tounderftand from Mr. Puget, that he had met the moft cordial recep- 
tion from our former friend Sen* Arguello, the lieutenant of the Prefi- 
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dio, who then, as on our firft vifit to this place, in the abfence of thé 
governor of the province, officiated in that capacity. From this gen: 
tleman we were likely to meet very different treatment to that which we 
had received from Sen" Arrillago, whofe reftri€tive arrangements on our 
laft vifit to Monterrey, had obliged us to feek that hofpitality and pro- 
teCtion from the untutored inhabitants of the Sandwich ilands, which we 
defpaired of obtaining in any of the ports under his jurifdi€tion. Sen™ 
Arrillago having been ordered, to fome inferior eftablifhment, had re- 
figned his authority at this place, and had departed about two months 
previoufly to our arrival, and a lieutenant in the Spanifh army, Don 
Diego de Borica, had been appointed fome time fince, to the govern- 
ment of this province, and was now daily expected at Monterrey. 

As foon as the fhip was fecured, an officer was fent to the Prefidio with - 
the ufual ceremonious compliments, and with an apology for our not 
having faluted. On landing I was received by Sen" Arguello, to whofe 
kind and benevolent offices we had before been greatly indebted, with 
marks of the greateft friendfhip and refpect. He expreffed the fatisfac- 
tion he fhould receive by having it now in his power to fupply us 
with the various neceflary refrefhments the country afforded ; and being 


without the leaft reftraint, he fhould endeavour to adminifter to our 


amufement and recreation. Whatever means he pofleffed that were like- 
ly in any way to contribute to the happinefs or comfort of the prefent 
time, or to our future welfare, he was now impowered, by the orders 
that had been tranfmitted to this government from the viceroy of New 
Spain, feduloufly to afford, and prompted by the intereft he felt in 
our accommodation, he fhould with great pleafure carry thofe order 
into effeat. 
The people who, on our firft vifit to this Prefidio, had deferted from 
the Daedalus and Chatham, we found here, with dire€tions for their be- 
ing delivered up to me; but as the governor of the province was fo foon 
expetted, I deferred taking any fteps in this bufinefs until he fhould ar- 
rive; nor did I ereét our tents or obfervatory on fhore for the fame rea-_ 
fon, as I confidered it would be more refpeétful to fubmit thefe mat- 
ters to the approbation of Governor Borica himfelf than to Sen At 
guello, 
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gucllo, from whom I only folicited permiffion to recruit our wood and 
water, and to obtain fome neceflary refrefhments. 

On friday morning I received from Sen" Arguello the only letter that- 
had arrived at this place for me; this letter was from the Conde Revilla 
Gigedo, the late viceroy of New Spain, in reply to one I had written 
to his excellency on the ged of may, 1793. In the moft polite and 
friendly terms the count informed me of Mr. Broughton’s fafe arrival at 
Madrid, and exprefled the higheft approbation of the conduét of Sen 
Fidalgo, whofe fervices I had reprefented to him we had been greatly 
indebted to, on heaving the Chatham down at Nootka. Thofe very 
obliging offers he had before made, in wifhing to contribute to our health 
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and welfare, by whatever means of affiftance thes country could beftow, were - 


tn this letter repeated. It was dated on the 2oth of o&ober, 1793, about 
the time: when we firft felt the influence of Sen" Arrillago’s difinclina- 


tion towards our little fqguadron. It was addreffed to me at Monterrey, 


with directions there to remain for my reception, until it fhould be un- 
derftood Thad taken my leave of thefe regions, and in the event of my 
fo doing, without repairing to this place again, the letter was then 
to be tranfmitted to me in England. From thefe circumftances it would 
appear, that the correfpondence I had been thus honored with, was not 
intirely of that complimentary nature that Sen* Arrillago had thought 
proper to confider it; and that the viceroy did expect that I fhould make, 
at leafi, a fecond vifit to Monterrey, was evidently proved by the defer- 
ters having been fent hither, inftead of being forwarded to Nootka, as 
he had formerly intended to do, but which determination, Sen*™ Arguello 


| informed me, he had been induced to alter, under the perfuafion of this 


being the moft likely place of our meeting with them. 
* Not having received official intelligence at this port from England, 
and there being here no difpatches waiting the arrival of Sen" Alava, 
through which channel I might poffibly have obtained fome fort of in- 
formation, by which my future proceedings might, in fome degree, have 
been regulated, I could not help feeling very great difappointment, anxi- 
€éty, and concern. I was not, however, totally deftitute of hope, that 
fome letters might have arrived at St. Diego. To afcertain this fa@ 
3 notwith- 
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notwithftanding that it was from hence to St. Diego more than four hun- 
dred Englifh miles, Sen™ Arguello very obligingly ordered an extraordi- 
nary courier to be ready the next day, whofe return from St. Diego 
might be expeéted in ten or twelve days, and before the expiration of 
that time, I had no idea of quitting this flation. Under the circumftances 
of the mortifying difappointment I now felt, I was unable to form any 
plan for our future operations, excepting that which I had before medi- 
tated, of remaining here a fufficient time to recruit the health and 
ftrength of our little community, For, notwithftanding that we were not 
materially affe€ted with indif{pofition, yet the health of moft of us de- 
manded care and attention. The fatiguing fervice in which we had now 
been fo long employed, and the very few frefh meals we had been ena- 
bled to obtain fince the middle of the preceding month of march, muft 
be fufficient to convince the judgment, without the appearance of actual 
difeafe, that three weeks or a month would be well dedicated in availing — 
ourfelves of the refrefhments and recreation, in which we had now fo fa- 
vorable an opportunity to indulge. . 

Frefh beef, which was extremely good, was daily and unlimitedly 
ferved to the crew of each veffel; but vegetables were a {carce commo- 
dity, owing to the drynefs of the feafon, which gave the country an ap- 
pearance of being parched up; and the few articles which had been pro- 
duced on the {mall portion of land allotted here to the purpofe of gar- 
den ground were nearly exhaufted. We, however, were not apprehen-- 
five of wanting fufficient variety to cover our tables, as in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the bay there were an immenfe number of wild — 
gecfe, ducks, plovers, curlews, and other wild fowl; to which, by little 
excurfions into the country, our {portfmen added an abundance of very 
fine quails and fome hares, which afforded us excellent repafts in ad. 
dition to theiramufement. It was fomething fingular that none of thefe | 
if BEA of wild fowl, had been found in any degree fo numerous on either 
of our former vifits to Monterrey. 

The weather was fair and pieafant, with a moderate tee from te 
fea, which in the evening brought in the Princifla. We had confider-. 
ed this veffel to have been to the northward of cape Mendocino, whilft 

We 
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had arifen, from the appearance of the evening that preceded the gale, Guam 


. that the Princiffa muft, in that fituation, have ‘experienced much blow- 
ing weather from the fouth-eaftward; but on inquiry this was not found 
to be altogether the cafe; fhe was, however, to the north of the promon- 
tory in queftion at that time, and her progrefs, like ours, had been 
greatly retarded by contrary winds; but on the ift of november, in the 
latitude of 45° go’, fhe having generally kept about 30 leagues from the 
coaft; thefe adverfe winds were fucceeded by a pleafant gale from the 
north-weft, which continued during the remainder of the paflage. 

This faét, though not proving cape Mendocino to be fo fingularly 
fituated as we had fuppofed it to be, with refpeét to moderate or boif- 
terous weather, yet ferves to fhew that it has an influence on the winds 
that prevail during the winter feafon, as the fouth-eafterly ftorms are 
{carcely ever known to the fouthward of cape Mendocino; where, whilft 
the north-weft gale reduced us to our ftorm ftayfails for twenty-four 
hours, the Princiffa to the north of it, felt nothing of its fury; but, on 
the contrary, had only a moderate north-weft gale, to which the whole 
-of her canvas was f{pread. 

We had the pleafure to meet our friends in the Princifla Very well, 
though much difappointed, like ourfelves, in not receiving any official 
communications from Mexico; but as the courier was in readinefs to de- 
part the next morning, Sen™ Alavaembraced this opportunity to make 
the neceffary inquiries at St. Diego. 

In the night the wind blew ftrong from the northward ; and on the re- 
turn of day it confiderably increafed from the north-weft. Notwithftand- 
ing the veffels rode without the leaft inconvenience or apparent danger, 
yet, as our cables had been a long time on board, and had endured great 
trials, the topgallant mafts were got down, the yards and top-matts ftruck, 
and the veffels made perfeétly {nug ; by noon, however, the wind modera- 
ted, and we had a return of fair and pleafant weather ; all hands were 


now employed in different fervices, amongft which, recruiting our ftock 


of fuel and water, was no inconfiderable labour; no difficulty was ex- 
perienced in procuring the former, but the ere es of the feafon had 
Vou. III. Uu rendered 
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rendered the latter very {carce. The wells that we had dug, on our firft 
vifit to Monterrey, though not perfe€tly dry, afforded too {mall a quantity 
to anfwer our demand, and we had no means of obtaining a fufficiency 
of water nearer than up a valley about half a mile to the eaftward of the 
Prefidio, and full that diftance from the fea-fide, where a fluggifh 
ftream oofed through the bed of a water-courfe, compofed of a loofe 
fandy foil; and here, by finking feveral cafks, temporary wells were 
formed, which afforded only a fcanty fupply, though the water was ex- 
tremely good. ‘This mode of procuring it was very tedious, and the dif 
tance which the cafks, when filled, had to be rolled, through a loofe 
{andy gully, to the boats, was very great, and proved to be a very labo- 
rious tafk, yet the water was infinitely preferable to any that could 
have been colleéted from the ftagnated brackifh pools, in the vicinity of 
the Prefidio. 
« On funday part of the fhip’s company were indulged with a run on 
fhore, and the day following we were bufily employed in facilitating, as 
much as poffible, the procuring of our water, by the beft arrangement 
in our power, notwithf{tanding which we could not prevent its. being a 
very laborious bufinefs. : 
The weather continued to be remarkably pleafant, and on tuefday - 
evening Sen" Don Diego Borica arrived at the Prefidio, where, the next 
morning, accompanied by Mr. Puget and moft of the officers. of both 
veffels, I waited upon him, to congratulate him on his fafe arrival, and 
to acquaint him with my reafons for vifiting the countries under his 


jurifdiétion; thefe attentions, I had the pleafure to find were perfeétly 


fatisfa€tory, and were received ma manner that was.highly compatible 
with the re{pe€tive ftations that each of us had the honor to fill. 

The indulgence I had folicited, and which had been granted by Sen* 
Arguello, was now very politely extended by the governor, with further 
permifion to ereét our tents and obfervatory on fhore, under the direc- 
tion of our officers, and: protection of our own guard, to which he very 
obligingly added the affurance of doing every thing in his power that 
could in any way contribute to make our ftay as pleafant and agrees 

ay 3 a" able 
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able as their limited fociety and the lonelinefs of the country would 
afford. i 

. After this introduétory difcourfe, we underftood from Sen" Borica, 
that, accompanied by his wife and daughter, a young lady about eleven 
years of age, and a fuitable number of attendants, he had come from 
Mexico to this place on horfeback; as no other mode of conveyance 
was to be procured. They were provided with a fmall camp equipage, 
which was occafionally pitched, either as a retreat from the heat of the 


fun, or for reft during the night. Upwards of eight months had been 


employed in performing this journey, through a country very thinly in- 
habited, and which afforded but little comfortable accommodation for 
travellers. 

In the evening an exprefs arrived from Mexico, which brought dif 
patches from the viceroy of New Spain to the governor, together with the 
long expetted inftruCtions to Sen" Alava, refpecting the ceflion of Nootka 
to the crown of Great Britain, but nothing addreffed to me accompanied 
thefe credentials ; and, from a conyerfation with Sen" Borica, I was not 


flattered with the leaft probability of receiving any intelligence from 


St. Diego, becaufe it was not likely, had any difpatches for me arrived 
there, that he fhould have remained ignorant of the circumftance ; and 
as the deftination of Sen" Alava was well known to the officers com- 
manding the fouthern pofts of this province, letters for either of us, 
would moft likely, immediately on their arrival, have been tranfmitted 
hither. 

The embarraffment I had been long under was now very materially 
increafed, and I was greatly at a lofs as to what meafures were beft 
to be purfued. From this dilemma, however, I was very unexpectedly 
relieved the next day, by Sen" Alava very obligingly confiding to me, 
that part of his inftructions which flated, that no further altercation 


_ would take place with refpeét to the precife meaning of the firft article 


of the convention of the goth of o¢tober, 1790, as the documents tranf- 


mitted by the late Sen' Quadra and myfelf, had enabled our refpeétive - 


courts to adjuft that matter in an amicable way, and nearly on the terms 
which J had fo repeatedly offered to Sen" Quadra in feptember 1792. In 
PAY a3 addition 
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addition to which the Spanifh minifter’s letter fet forth, that this bufinefs. 
was not to be carried into execution by me, as a frefh commiffion had 
been iffued for this purpofe by the Court of London.* The fame was. 
announced to governor Borica by the new viceroy of Mexico, the Mar- 
quis de Branciforte, with mftructions to receive the perfon a€ting under — 
this commiffion into their Prefidio’s. 

Having maturely confidered the feveral parts of this intelligence, I 
concluded that from the length of our voyage, and the various accidents 
to which the fervice in which we were employed would neceflarily ren- 
der us liable, Government did not expeét we fhould remain longer in 
thefe feas, than the furvey of the American coaft might require; and in 
truth we were not now ina fit condition to protra€t our flay in thefe 
regions. 

The very exhaufted ftate of our ftores and. provifions not only de- 
manded fuch fupplies as were not eafily within our reach; but. as 
the Difcovery had been frequently aground, it was highly probable 
that her bottom might fiand in need of fome very material repair, of 
which we had remained intirely ignorant, not having been fo fortunate 
as to meet with a proper fituation for the purpofe of her undergoing this 
neceflary examination. 

-One of the great objeéts of our voyage, the furvey of the coaft of 
North Weft America, being now accomplifhed, and relying on the au- 
thenticity of the intelligence I had derived from Sen" Alava; I did not 
long hefitate, but determined on making the beft of my way towards 
England, by the way of cape Horn, agreeably to my inftruétions; and 
as I had no intention of vifiting any part of the American coaft to the 
northward of the 44th degree of fouth latitude, I purpofed that our courfe 
from hence fhould be direéted towards that latitude without ftopping, un- 
lefs we fhould be fo fortunate as to fall in with the Gallapagos iflands, 
whofe undefined fituation much wifhed correttly to afcertain; and of — 
courfe it would neceffarily be fome time before we reached our next refting 
place. On this account it became highly expedient that we fhould fail 
from hence with as great a quantity of water as we might be enabled to” 
procure, for the reception of which the coopers were direéted to repair, 

and 
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and put into order every cafk on board capable of holding water ; in many ,, 1794: 
: ' : November: 
cafes this was attended with great trouble, from the length of time they U-—~ 


had been in ufe, and the hard fervice that many of them had endured. 
Although the very great diftance, and the badnefs of the road we had 

to pafs in getting the water down to the fea-fide, made the obtaining of 

this indifpenfable article a very tedious and fatiguing bufinefs, yet as we 


were in the mean time benefiting from the air, the exercife of the fhore, 


and the excellent refrefhments of the country, I could not confider our 
detention here as a lofs of time, becaufe I was affured that it would be 
attended with the ineftimable advantage of fecuring to us all, that flate of 
health which the remainder of our voyage we had yet to perform home- 
wards, would neceffarily require. 

Some doubts having arifen in my mind, as to the fafe arrival in Eng- 
land of the copies (which I had forwarded thither) of our furvey of the 
American coaft to: the northward, from Fitzhugh’s found to cape Deci- 
fion, and fouthward from this port to the goth degree of north latitude 
Ideemed it expedient that a duplicate of the former papers, together 
with a copy of our furvey during the preceding fummer, as alfo that of 
the Sandwich iflands, fhould from hence be tranfmitted to the Admiralty ; 
that in the event of any mifchance having befallen the others, or any 
unfortunate accident happening hereafter to us, our labours might not 
be intirely loft to our country. The like information, in conformity to 
my original promife to my much-lamented friend the late Sen™ Quadra, 
had: been folicited by Sen" Alava, for the ufe and information of the 
Spanifh court, and with which of courfe I complied. The prepa- 
ration of thefe documents would necefflarily occupy fome time, but I had 
little doubt of their being finifhed by the time we fhould in other re- 
fpects be ready to depart. 

‘The deferters from the Chatham and Dedalus had, at my requeft, been 
delivered up to me, at leaft fuch of them as were the fubjeéts of Great 
Britain. An account of expences, amounting to three hundred and 
twenty-five dollars and an half, was exhibited againft them; but as I did 
not confider myfelf authorized to difcharge this debt, (though of its 
having been incurred by the deferters, I could entertain no doubt) of 


which ‘ 
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which I acquainted Governor Borica, by letter, on funday morning, and« 
at the fame time added, that I fhould reprefent the bufinefs fully to the 


Board of Admiralty, and that I had no doubt that the ftri€teft juftice _ 


would be done.- With this. the governor feemed to be complete- 


ly fatisfied, and in his letter to this effect, after expreffing the greateft 
approbation, he, in virtue of the harmony and good underftaading » 
that continued to exift between us, folicited my good offices in behalf of: 


the deferters before mentioned. 


The weather, fince the 8th, had been. delightfully pleafant; in the 


day-time tlre wind blew a gentle gale from the fea, and during the night 


a calm, or gentle breeze, prevailed from the land, fo that the precaution . 
we had taken of ftriking our yards and topmatts, fince the moment of our: 


having fo done, ceafed to be neceflary. This agreeable weather caufed 
the water in the bay to be fo very tranquil, that landing was eafily effeét- 


ed on any of its fhores, and rendered our intercourfe with the country 


extremely pleafant. 


The fame caufe operated to invite the excurfions of feveral parties into — 
the country on foot and on horfeback. Thefe were rendered further: 


agreeable and pleafant, by the friendly and attentive behaviour of our ~ 
Spanifh friends, of which I was feldom able to avail myfelf, not only: 
from the various matters of bufinefs in which I was deeply engaged, ~ 


but from the very debilitated ftate of my health, under which I had fe-_ 
verely laboured during the eight preceding months; I was, however, 
on wednelday, able to join in a party to the valley through which the ~ 


Monterrey river flows, and was there gratified with the fight of the moft ~ 
extraordinary mountain I had ever beheld. On one fide it prefented the- q 


appearance of a fumptuous edifice fallen into decay; the columns which 
looked as if they had been raifed with much labour and induftry, were of 
great-magnitude, feemed to be of an elegant form, and to be compofed 


of the fame cream-coloured ftone, of which I have before made mention. ~ 
Between thefe magnificent columns were deep excavations, refembling” 
different paflages into the interior parts of the fuppofed building, whofe ’ 
roof being the fummit of the mountain appeared to be wholly fup-- 
ported: by thefe columns rifing perpendicularly with the moft minute | 
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mathematical exa€tnefs. The whole had a moft beautiful appearance of 


and very humble race of beings that are found to be the native inhabi- 


tants of this country, to fuppofe they could have been capable of raifing 
fuch a ftructure, its being the produétion of nature, cannot be quel- 
tioned, and it may not be prepofterous to infer, that it has been from 
fimilar phenomena that man has received that archite@tural knowledge, 
by which he has been enabled to raife thofe mafly fabricks, which have 
{tood for ages in all civilized countries. 

In this excurfion I had an opportunity of feeing what before I had 
been frequently given to underftand; that the foil improved in richnefs 
and fertility, as we advanced from the ocean into the interior country. 

The fituation we had now reached was an extenfive valley between 
two ranges of lofty mountains, whofe more elevated parts wore a fteril 
and dreary afpeét, whilft the fides and the intervening bofom feemed to be 
compofed of a luxuriant foil. On the former fome pine trees were pro- 
duced of different forts, thou gh of no great fize, and the latter generally 
{peaking was a natural pafture, but the long continuance of the dry 
weather had robbed it of its verdure, and had rendered it not very in- 


terefting to the eye; yet the healthy growth of the oak, both of the | 


Englifh and holly-leaved kind, the maple, poplar, willow, and ftone 
pine, diftributed over its furface as well in clumps as in fingle trees, with 
a number of different fhrubs, plainly fhewed the fuperior excellence of 


4 


the foil and fubftratum in thefe ftuations, to that which was found bor= 


dering on the fea fhore. ‘ 

_ The fame uninterrupted ferenity of the weather continued, and: on 
friday evening the courier from St. Diego returned, but it brought no 
kind of intelligence whatever; and the 24th being the day fixed for the 
return of the exprefs. to Mexico, I embraced that opportunity for tran 
mitting to the Admiralty a brief account of our tranfaCtions. during the 
preceding fummer, and a copy of our furveys made in that and the for- 


_mer year, which had been prepared for that purpofe. Thefe documents, 


_ agreeably to the advice of the governor and our other Spanith friends, I 


took 
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took the liberty of addrefling to the marquis of Branciforte, viceroy of 
New Spain, and requefted that he would do me the favor of forwardin 
them to England by the moft early and fafe conveyance. 

All expeétation of Mr. Broughton’s return and of his refuming the com- 
mand of the Chatham being now at anend, I appointed Lieutenant Puget 
to that office, Mr. Baker, and* Mr. Swaine I removed to~be the firft and 
fecond lieutenants of the Difcovery; “Mr. Thomas Manby I appointed to 


i 


the vacant lieutenantcy, and Mr. H. Humphreys, to be the mafter of — 


the Chatham in his room. 

Our bufinefs with the fhore now began to draw nigh to a conclufion; 
the yards, topmafts, and topgallant-mafts were got up, and the rigging 
put into condition for fea fervice, but a fufficient ftock of water was how- 
ever not yet obtained; whilft this was completing, I difpatched Lieutenant 
Swaine on thurfday morning with three boats over to the miffion of S* 


Cruz, in order to procure a fupply of garden ftuff, as the continuation — 


of the dry weather, here, had made every {pecies of efculent vegetables 


extremely fearce. Mr. Swaine returned on Saturday evening, having — 


been tolerably fuccefsful, fo that with our live {tock and the other refrefh: — 
ments that Monterrey had afforded, we were likely to take our leave of — 
it, with as good a ftore for the prefervation of health, and to beas well 

provided for the long and diftant paflage we had to perform, as from 
any port in the known world. The two following days were employed — 
in receiving on board the tents, obfervatory, inftruments, and all other ~ 


matters from the fhore, and in getting the fhip in readinefs to proceed. 


The variety of objeéts that had occupied my time whilft at Monterrey, _ 
had, as at Nootka, precluded my attending to little more of our aftro- — 


nomical] bufinefs, than that of afcertaining the rate and error of the chro- 


nometers, according to the meridian of thefe places as fixed by our for- ' 
mer obfervations : yet I had confidered thefe to be of fufficient authority _ 
to anfwer all the purpofes of correéting our furvey of the coaft in the — 


refpective vicinity of thofe ftations. By comparative obfervations made 


by Mr. Whidbey with Mr. Ramfden’s circular inflrument, and thofe — 
made with the artificial horizon by myfelf, I was in hopes of adducing 4 


futther 
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further reafons in fuppoft of the means I-had adopted for fixing of the | 1794. 
November. 

longitude, and for corre€ting our general furvey of this coaft during the Ua 
preceding fummer, between Trinity iflands and cape Decifion; and I 
had the fatisfa€tion to find the fame correfponding accuracy at Monter- 
rey as had appeared at Nootka. 

On the 13th of november in the bay of Monterrey the chronometers 
fhewed the following longitudes: 


Arnold’s No. 14, - =. - - 238° 0 50° 
Ditto, 176, — - - - 293199) ws 
Kendall’s, - - 2 237 59 18 


The true longitude Deve ee 25) 415s aie No. 14 
appeared to ba 24° 55’, Kendall’s, 26’ 30” to the weft. 
ward, and Arnold’s No. 176, 7’ 20” to the eaftward of the 
true longitude. And by altitudes taken on fhore with the 
artificial horizon on the 28th of november, Arnold’s No. 
14 was found to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, at 


noon on that day, : “ 2 t Bae co” 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rateof - 24 1 
_Arnold’s No. 176 was faft of mean time at Green- 
wich, - - - - - 29-2821 90 
And gaining on nrean time per day at the rateof - zs 5O 25 
Kendall’s faft of mean time at Greenwich, - = Hoos tao wel, 
And gaining on mean time per day at the rate of - 30 53 


By equal altitudes taken on fhore with the circular in-_ 
flrument between the 13th and goth of november, the 
following are the rates at which the chronometers were 
found to be gaining per day; (viz.) 


Arnold’s No. 14, - : " " A 23 55 
Ditto ow 176; mh - - - - 52 19 
Kendall’s, - - - - - - 30 52 


The very inconfiderable difference between the rates thus found, and 
thofe afcertained by the artificial horizon, mutt be received as a proof of 
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November. - 


__— better authority cannot be had. bas , al 
The above true longitude, latitude, variation, ed. acinar of, 1 


marine dipping needle, were found to correfpond with our obfervati 
made on our former vifit to this place indecember, 1792. | 
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CHAPTER IIL 


Leave Monterrey—Some account of the three Marias iflands—Proceed to 
the fouthward—Aftronomical and nautical obfervations. 


“THE method that had been purfued to preferve as great a regularity as 
was poflible in the rate of the chronometers, had {o far fucceeded with No. 
14, that its rate as afcertained at Nootka and at Monterrey, differed only 
54"; this made me very anxious to fall in with fome place whofe longi- 
tude had been fettled by profeffed aftronomers, by which means the accu- 
racy of our calculations would be confirmed, or the error they might have 
been liable to, would by fuch comparifon become apparent; leaving it at 
the difcretion of geographers, or of thofe who might hereafter follow us, to 
adopt or reject fuch correétion as their own judgment might direct. For 
this purpofe, no ftation appeared to me to be fo eligible as cape St. Lucas, 
at the fouth extremity of the peninfula of California, (on a moderate 


computation not more than eight or ten days fail from Monterrey,) as at 


St. Jofeph’s, in the immediate neighbourhood of that promontory, the 
tranfit of Venus had been obferved, and other aftronomical obfervations 
had been made by profeffors in that fcience, whence its pofitive fituation 
had been corre€tly determined. But as our obfervations during the pre- 
ceding autumn for fixing the longitude of the coaft of New Albion, fouth- 
ward from hence to the goth degree of north latitude, had been all re- 
duced to port St. Diego as a central ftation, and the rate of the chrono- 
meters for correéting that furvey had been there afcertained; I deemed it 
expedient to {leer firft for the ifland of Guadaloupe, for the purpofe of ex- 
amining whether the fituation we had before affigned to that ifland from 
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the refult of thofe obfervations, would agree with the longitude in which 
we had now placed Monterrey. 


With a frefh breeze from the N.E. ge alia with fair and pleafant — é 


weather, on tuefday the 2d of december we quitted Monterrey, and bad 
adieu to governor Alava, and the reft of our Spanifh friends, from whofe 
great kindnefs and hofpitality we had not only derived much relaxation 
and happinefs, but by their attention to our future wants, we had every 
profpeét of a continuation of that health, which now feemed to be efta- 
blifhed, by the refrefhments we had there procured. 

From Monterrey bay our courfe was direéted to the s.z., but in the 
evening the gale died away, and after about twelve hours calm, it was 
fucceeded by light variable adverfe winds, which continued until near 
noon on thurfday, when it fixed in the weftern quarter, blowing a plea- 
fant gentle breeze. The obferved latitude was 35° 29', longitude 238° 
16. The coaft of New Albion was ftill in fight, bearing by compafs. 
from N.E.to N.w.by N. This was the laft we faw of it; the wind be- 
tween w.N.w. and N.N. w. gradually increafed to a pleafant gale, which 
by the evening of the 8th brought us in fight of the illand of Guadaloupe; 
this we paffed in the night, and from the obfervations made on the pre- 


ceding and following day, which exa€tly agreed with the fhips run by — 


the log, I had the fatisfaétion of finding its fituation exa€tly to correfpond 
with that which we had before affigned to it; hence it is fair to prefume, 
that the whole of this coaft which has fallen under our examination, has 


been laid down relatively correétly, however our longitude may be found _ 


to vary from other navigators or obfervers. 

Having afcertained this faét, and being unwilling to lofe any opportu- 
nity by which the advancement of geography might in the flighteft de- 
gree be furthered, I fteered over to the coaft of California, for the pur- 


pofe of fixing in our way towards cape St. Lucas, the pofition of fome of — 
the moft projeéting points between that promontory, and the part where _ 


we had quitted its fhores the foregoing autumn; but in fo doing [had no 
intention of approaching fufficiently near to attempt a minute delinea- 
tion of the coaft. 7 


ee 
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At day-light in the morning of the oth we had fight of the ifland of 


Cerros, bearing by compafs from E.N.E. tq N.E. about 10 leagues dif- 
tant. This ifland is reprefented in the Spanifh charts to be about 10 
Iéagues long, and to be lying before an extenfive bay, on the fhores of the 
_ peninfula. The fouth-weftern point of this bay is a very projeéting pro- 
' montory named Morro Hermofo: weft from thence is laid down a {maller 
_ ifland called Natividad. To thefeas the day advanced we drew fomewhat 
nearer, but the land was ftill too far off to admit of our forming any cor- 
} rect judgment as to the produétions of the country, or the fhape of its 
| fhores. Thofe of the ifland of Cerros wore an uneven broken appear- 
| ance, though on a nearer view they feemed to be all conne&ted. The 
~ fouthern part, which is the higheft, is occupied by the bafe of a very re- 
~ markable and lofty peaked mountain, that defcends in a very peculiar 
_ rugged manner, and by proje€ting into the fea, forms the fouth-weft end 
of the ifland into a low craggy rocky point; this as*we pafled at the dif. 
tance of 5 or 6 leagues, feemed, like the other part of the ifland, to be 
deftitute of trees, and nearly fo of all other vegetable produétions. Nativi- 
dad appeared to be more moderately elevated, and at noon bore by com- 
[ pals N. 70 £.; the fouth-eaft point of the ifland of Cerros, nN. 46 £.; the 
peaked mountain, N.378.; its fouth-weft point, N. 27 £.; its north- 
welternmoft part in fight, N. 20 £.; and ifle de St. Benito, which is a 
{mall ifland, feemingly with fome rocks and iflets about it, N. 11 w., dif 
tant 8 or g leagues. In this fituation the obferved latitude was 27° 51’, 
longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, 244° 383’, by Kendall’s 244° 3982’ and by 
Arnold’s No. 176, 244° 54. The variation, by the furveying compafs, 
was at this time 8° eaftwardly. 

The weather continued to be fair and pleafant, and, with a gentle 
breeze from the north-weft, we proceeded along the fhore. In the af- 
ternoon we had fight of what we fuppofed was Morro Hermofo, which 
at that diftance appeared to be infular, and, like Natividad, feemed to 
be moderately elevated. Although we were too far diftant to attempt 
an accurate delineation of thefe fhores, yet we were enabled pretty 
clearly to afcertain the pofition of their moft prominent points, and, from 
the refult of our calculations, the ifland of Cerros appeared to form on 

its 


94 


1794. 
December. 
SS 

Tuelady 9. 


342 


1794¢ 
December. 


need 


Wednel. 10, 


Thurfday 13. 


A VOYAGE OF DESCOVERY 


its weftern fide a deep bay, between its north-weft and fouth-weft points, 
which are about 5 leagues apart, in a direction N, 20 E. and s.20 w.; the 
peaked mountain being the part whofe fituation we were. bef able to fix, is: 
in latitude 28° 8’, longitude 244° 58’. From this mountain the ifland St. 
Benito lies v.65 w., at the diftance of twenty miles, and the ifland of Nati- 
vidad s. 4 x., diftant fourteen miles. The latter appeared to be about four 
miles long, in a s.£..and Nn.w. dire€tion, and, like the ifland of Cerros, 
prefented a barren and dreary afpeét. Behind it was the poimt which we 
had taken for Morro. Hermofo, in latitude 27° 52’, longitude 245° 7’, 
The channels round thefe iflands, and between them and the main. land, 
are, in the Spanifh charts, reprefented as clear and navigable; we were 
not, however, fufficiently nigh to them to fatisfy ourfelves in this particu- 
lar. During the night our courfe was direéted more foutherly, which, 
although it kept us within fight of the land, yet by the morning it had: 


increafed our diftance further from the coaft than I had reafon to expeét,) _ 


from the way in which it has been Jaid down. We were now at the dif- 
tance of 12 to 14 leagues, and whether the parts in fight were or were not’ 
immediately on the fea fhore, it was not poffible for us to determine, but 
the {hore was fufficiently marked to admit of our making the neceffary” 


obfervations, as we failed along it, for the object I had in view. The ~ 


northernmoft point in fight at noon, being the fame land that had form- 
ed the northern extremity ever fince the morning, bore by compafs n.- 
3 w., diftant 17 leagues, a particular high part, appearing to form the’ 


north point ofa bay or opening on the coaft, N.17 £., at the fame dif- 


tance; and what appeared to form a very confpicuous point, from. 


whence the coaft feemed to take a very eaftwardly turn, nN. 25 £., diftant’— 
13 leagues. In this fituation the obferved latitude was 26° 48’, longitude 
245° 264"; and, if the above eftimations be correét, the latter pomt will ~ 
be found to lie in latitude 27° 207, longitude 245° 49. Several turtles — 


were feen at this time on the furface of the fea, one of which was taken > 


by our {mall boat. ‘Towards fun-fet the weather became cloudy, ‘the — 


wind veered to the fouthward, and threatened us with a heavy rain, 


but by midnight the wind refumed its north-weft direction, and the wea- — 


ther became fair and pleafant. Not being in fight of the coaft on thurf- 


1 day 
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day morning I fteered more to the eaftward, and by day-light on the 


12th we were within fight of a high round mountain, which we fuppofed 
was on the main land of the peninfula, bearing by compafs N.r. 4 x. 
The part of the ocean in which we had now arrived abounded with 
bonitos, albicores, and various other fithes of the tropical regions, with a 
great many turtles. Thefe feemed fo perfectly indifferent to any interrup- 
tion that we occafioned them, either by pafling near to, or even over them, 
that I. was induced to fend the fmall boat to take fome of them up, and 
in about half an hour fhe returned loaded with thirteen very fine green 


ones, each weighing from feventy to two hundred pounds. They all 
_ proved to be extremely good eating. Some of them were ftuck with the 


turtle peg, but moft of them were taken into the boat unhurt. The ob- 
ferved latitude at noon was 25° 11’, longitude 247° 482’, and the variation 


of the compals 9° eaftwardly. The above high round mountain at this 


time bore N. go £., diftant 25 leagues, and land fuppofed by us to-be an 


land, s.35 £.; to the eaftward of which our courfe was dire@ed until. 


two in the afternoon, when our conje€tures were difcovered to have 
been ill founded; for, inftead of this land proving to be an ifland, it 


- formed the weft point of a {pacious open bay, the contiguous fhores to 
which were very low, and bounded by breakers, whilft the more interior: 


country rofe in {mall detached hillocks, giving the whole from the deck 
the appearance of a group of iflands, but from the-maft-head it was 
feen to be all conneéted, for which reafon we hauled our wind, and 


a pafied to the weftward of this land, which, in every point of view, even 
ata very little diftance, feemed to be infular, owing to the lownefs of the: 
_land to the eaftward of the elevated part that forms the point, and which, 


in a fouth-eaft and north-weft dire€tion, appeared to occupy an extent 
of about five miles. It is higheft in the center, from whence its north- 
weftern extremity fhoots out and defcends gradually to a low point of 
land, with an even furface, but in every other part the acclivity was 


fteep and irregular; and the furface, broken into deep chafms, terminates 


at the water-fide in abrupt rocky cliffs. On its northern fide lies an iflet 
with fome rocks at a little diftance from the fhore, on which there was 
an appearance of fome verdure and fertility, but where its furface was 
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rocky and broken it had a fteril and barren afpe&t. In the evening 
we paffed within about five miles of this point, which I fuppofed was 
the fouth point of the bay de la Magdalina, and which, according to our 
obfervations, is fituated in latitude 24° 59’, longitude 247° 56’, from 
whence, ina fouth-eaft dire€tion, at the diftance of about 3 or 4 leagues, 
is another elevated part of the coaft, which, like the former, at a little 
diftance, has the appearance of being infular. As the coaft, for fome 
extent to the fouth-eaftward of this flation, is in the Spanifh charts re- 
prefented as low, and dangerous to approach, we {tretched to the fouth- 
eaftward during the night, and on faturday morning, there being no 


land in fight, we ftood to the eaftward, and foon regained a diftant view — 


of the coaft, which was high and mountainous. ; 

Being favored with a fine gale from the north-weft, and delightfully 
pleafant weather, we made great progrefs towards the land, for which 
we continuéd to fteer until nine in the evening; when, being in 80 fa- 
thoms water, and conceiving the land to be not far off, we hauled to. 
the wind and plied under an eafy fail, with foundings from 80 to 90. 
fathoms, until five on funday morning, when we again ftood towards the 


land, and to our great furprize; at day-light, found it to be 8 leagues 


diftant, and bearing by compals from N.54 5. to s.68 8. By ten in the — 


forenoon we were within about 3 leagues of the fhore, at which time we _ 


bore away, and fteered for cape St. Lucas. The parts of the coat to which. 


we were now oppofite were in a great meafure compofed of fteep white 


rocky cliffs, from whence the country rofe with a very broken and un-_ 


even furface to a ridge of {tupendous mountains, which were vifible ata 


great diftance into the ocean. The fhores jut out into {mall projeéting 


- 


points that terminate in abrupt cliffs, and having lefs elevated land be- 


hind them, gave them at firft the appearance of being detached iflands” 
along the coaft, but, on a nearer approach, this did not feem to be the 
cafe. ‘The general face of the country was not very inviting, being 
deftitute of trees and other vegetable produétions. . : 
The obferved latitude at noon was 25° 12’, longitude 250°, and the 


variation of the compafs 7° eaftwardly. At this time the northernmoft. — 


part of the exterior coaft of California in fight bore by compafs N. 15 Ea 


the | 
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the neareft fhore v.63 =., diftant 3 leagues, and a point to the north- 
ward of, and intercepting our view of cape St. Lucas s.39 £., diftant 6 
leagues, beyond which the cape foon appeared, and was found to lie 
from that point s. 47 £., diftant 2 leagues. In the afternoon we pafled 
this point, or promontory, which gradually, though not very regularly, 
defcends from the range of mountains before mentioned, and terminates 
‘at its fouth extremity in a hummock of low, or very moderately elevated 
land, that had the fame rocky fteril appearance as that we had been op- 
pofite to in the morning. 

The weather had been very favorable to the obje€t I had had in view 

in thus dire€ting our courfe to the fouthward. According to our obfer- 

vations cape St. Lucas is -fituated in latitude 22° 52’, longitude 250° 16’ 

18”. The very fharp turn which the coaft takes from that point towards 

the gulph of California, enabled us in a very precife manner to afcertain 

the moft projecting part of the cape, which according to the Spanith 
charts, and the information I had procured from the Spaniards them- 

felves, is fituated under the fame meridian as their eftablifhment of St. 
Jofeph, and which agreeably to the Spanifh printed chart compiled by 

Miguel Coftanfo in 1770, is ftated to be in latitude 23° 3’ 42”, longitude 

250°17'30". On the confirmation of our calculations by this authority 

I derived much gratification, as I had now great reafon to prefume, that 

the pofition of the weftern coaft of America between cape St. Lucas in 

California, and cape Douglas in Cook’s inlet, as heretofore ftated by me, 

would be found tolerably correét. The very trivial variation that had 

occurred in the rate of Arnold’s No. 14 for the preceding two or three 

months, induced me to place my principal reliance upon it, and by 
which the longitude of cape St. Lucas differed from the above, only 1’ 

a2”. By Arnold’s No. 82 on board the Chatham, the longitude of the 
cape was 250° @3 Arnold’s No. 176, gave 250° 37’; and Kendall’s, 250° 

21’ 30".. From thefe feveral refults it fhould feem, that Arnold’s No. 176 

varied moft from the truth; and as I have had occafion-before to ob- 

ferve, this deviation may poffibly have arifen by the motion it received on 

its being taken on fhore, for the purpofe of difcovering its rate of going. 
Vou. Il. Yy As 


345 


1794. 
December. 
UL .-——! 


346 


1794. 
December. 


Eee ammend 


Monday 15. 


Tuefday 16, 


Wednel, 17. 


A VOYAGE OF DISC OMERY 


As the fituation of the Marias iflands lying between cape St. Lucas 
and cape Corientes before the port of St. Blas, had been varioufly defined 
by different perfons, and as thefe iflands were nearly in our route, an 
opportunity was likely to be afforded me for determining their pofition; 
and on confidering the length of the.paflage we had yet to perform, I _ 
was induced to hope we might at thofe iflands be enabled to recruit our 
{tock of water; for thefe reafons our courfe was dire€ted towards the Ma 
rias, witha frefh gale from the northward, and delightful weather. The 
fea fill abounded with fafhes, and feveral turtle were feen; but as our 
former fupply was not yet exhaufted, and as the gale was too favorably 
tempting to admit of a moment’s delay, they remained unmolefted. 

According to Dampier, the iflands for which we were then fteering are 
fituated E.s.£., at the diftance of 40 leagues from cape St. Lucas ;. ac- 
cording to the Spanifh chart 47 leagues; and by the Spanifh MS. chart 
they are ftated to be 60 leagues from that promontory. This irrecon- 
cilable difference rendered it no eafy tafk to determine on which to rely; 
the difference in the Spanifh charts rendered the accuracy of each equally 
queftionable, and our own experience had proved both of them to be 
very erroneous in feveral inftances. Under this uncertainty about nine 
o'clock on monday night, being then 42 leagues from cape St. Lucas, 
and in the dire€tion in which the Marias were faid to lie, we plied under 
an eafy fail until the next morning, when we made all fail, fteering to the 
E.$.E., which courfe, by nine in the forenoon, brought us in fight of 
thofe iflands, bearing by compafs £.4N.; in this direftion we inftantly 
fteered, but as. we were not fufhciently up with the land to gain ancho- — 
rage before dark, the night was pafled in preferving our fituation with 
the land, and in the morning of the 17th we fteered for the paflage be- 
tween the northernmoft and the middle, or Prince George's ifland, fo 
diftinguifhed by Dampier. ‘Fhe moft northern and largeft ifland of 
this group, is about thirteen miles long, ina s. £. by £. and N. w. by w. ~ 
direétion, which is alfo nearly the line in which thefe iflands feemed to lie 
from each other. As we pafled along the northernmoft ifland it ap- 
peared to be but moderately elevated, notwithftanding that we had de- 
feried it at the diftance of near 18 leagues; its higheft part is towards the. 

fouth, 
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fouth, from whence it gradually defcends and terminates in a long low 
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point at its north-weft extremity, which according to our obfervations —~— 


is fituated s.68 £., and at the diftance of 64 leagues from cape St. Lucas. 
A fmall low detached iflet, and a remarkably fteep white cliffy rock, lie 
off this point of the ifland, whofe fhores are alfo compofed, but particu- 
larly fo on its fouth-weft fide, of fteep white rocky cliffs; the fame fort 
of fubftance feemed to be its principal component part, and although in 
fome places it was tolerably well covered with a low kind of fhrubs, yet 
upon the whole it prefented but a dreary and unproduétive f{cene. Its 
fouth-eaftern extremity, which likewife defcends gradually from the fum- 
mit of the ifland, terminates alfo in a low projecting point with fome rocks 
lying off from it. On either fide isa fmall bay; that on the eaftern fide 1s 
bounded by a beach, alternately compofed of rocks and fand, and as we 
gained foundings of 35 fathoms at fome diftance as we pafled by it, 
little doubt was entertained of its affording good anchorage, provided 
the bottom fhould be good ; as it is protected againft the general prevail- 
ing winds. The furf however broke with fome violence on its {hores, and 
as it did not feem from the fcanty portion of its vegetable productions, 
and the apparent drynels of the foil, to poflefs what we principally, and 
indeed only wanted, water; we proceeded towards that ftation which 
Woods Rogers defcribes to have occupied, and where about the fame 
feafon of the year, he procured a great fupply of excellent water. ‘This 
was on the north-eaft fide of Prince George’s ifland. In our way thither 
we pafled between Prince George's and the north-wefternmoft ifland, in 
a paffage about fix miles wide, with foundings from go to 4o fathoms, 
fandy bottom, and fo far as we became acquainted with its navigation, it is 
free from danger or interruption. The fouth-weft fide of Prince George’s 
ifland is bounded by detached rocks lying at a fmall diftance from its 
fhores; thefe in general, but more fo on its northern and eaftern fide, 
defcend gradually from the center of the ifland (whofe fummit is nearly 
as high as that of the northernmoft ifland,) and terminate at the water 
fide in a fine fandy beach. This was infinitely more verdant than the 
other ifland, as its vegetable produétions extended from the more ele- 
vated parts to the wath of the fea, and grew with fome luxuriance, 

Yywe though 


348 


4194s 


December, 


Eee nd 


A VOWAGE OF (DISCOVERY 


though we did not perceive any trees of great fize on the ifland,. nor did: 
it feem to afford any ftreams or runs of frefh water. Some gullies were: 
feen as we paffed along, which in addition to the cheerful appearance of 
the country, flattered us with the hope, that on further exaramation they. 
would be found to afford us the fupply of water we needed. Having fhort- 
ly after noon, reached the {pot pointed out by former vifitors as moft likely. 
to furnifh this effential article, we anchored on a clear fandy bottom, in 
10 fathoms water, about three quarters of a mile from the fhore, on the 
north-eaftern fide of Prince George’s ifland; its eaft point bearing by: 
compals s.16£., about two miles anda half diftant ;_ its north-eaft point, 
nN. 68 w., diftant two miles; the north point of the northernmoft ifland, 
nN. 46 w., about 6 leagues diftant; and the moft fouthern ifland,. whielr is. 
the fmalleft, from s. 21 £. to s. 45 z., about 4 leagues diftant. 

Two boats were immediately difpatched with Mr. Whidbey and Mn: 
Manby in different dire€tions in queft of water, which however, if found, — 
would not be got on board without fome difficulty, on account of the: . 
furf which broke on every part of the fhore, but not fo violently as to: 
prevent the parties from landing. In the evening both returned; Mr. 
Whidbey had extended his excurfion to the north-weftward from our an=: 
chorage, without finding any water, and Mr. Manby had been equally 
unfuccefsful to the fouth-eaftward round the fouth pomt of the ifland. 
On its fouth-eaft fide the beds of many f{pacious water courfes were feen,. 
which in the rainy feafon appeared to give vent to copious ftreams, as 
fome of them were twenty feet in width. In fome a moiftnefs was obfer- 
ved, and Mr. Manby was of opinion, that by digging wells, water might 
have been procured. A fupply by this means was however precarious, 
and as we could not devote any time to uncertainties, I determined to de-. 
part without further delay, and at eight o’clock we were again under fail. 

Our vifit to thefe lands not having afforded us an opportunity of 

making a very accurate delineation of their fhores, or of acquiring fuch, 
information as might render them objeéts worthy the particular attention, 
of future vifitors to thefe feas, I have not fubjomed any {ketch of them, 
and fhall content myfelf by noticing, that the anchorage we quitted, is 
fituated according to our qbfervations made on the preceding day, and, 

the 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


the day after we failed (not having obtained any obfervations on the day 
of our arrival and departure) in latitude 21° 28’, longitude 959° 543 and 
that in a direétion n. 50 w. and s.50£.; thefe iflands occupy a {pace of 
about 14 leagues; the length of the northernmoft has been already ftated, 
its breadth is about nine miles; the next in fize and direétion is Prince 
George’s ifland, this is about 8 leagues in circuit; and thé third, or 
fouth-eafternmoft, is about nine miles round. In navigating near them 
we obferved no danger; fome detached iflets and rocks are about the 
fhores, but all are fufficiently confpicuous to be avoided; and the regu- 
larity of the foundings, fo far as our examination extended, gave us rea- 
fon to believe, that fecure anchorage might be obtained againft fe pre- 
vailing winds, at a commodious iitiitess from the fhore. 


From the gentlemen who had landed (being myfelf from the ill flate of 


my health unable to go on fhore) I became acquainted, that the foil of 
Prince George’s ifland feemed to be principally of a fandy nature, on 
which the chief valuable produ€tion was lzgnwm wie, befides which, was 
an almoft impenetrable thicket of {mall trees and bufhes of a thorny na- 
ture, together with the prickly pear, and fome plants of the orange and 


lemon tribe; the whole growing as clofe to the water fide as the wath of: 


thefurf would permit. Some of the lignum vite which was cut clofe to 
the beach and brought on board, worked up full eight inches in dia- 
meter at heart; this wood was very ponderous, of a clofe black grain, 
and extremely hard. Before this time I did not recolleét to have met with 
this fpecies of wood growing on any of the iflands in thefe feas, and it is 
not improbable, that in the more interior parts of this ifland the trees may 
be of a much larger fize. About the outfkirts of the woods, for except- 
ing where in the rainy feafon the defcending waters had formed a path, 
the thicket was impenetrable; many birds were feen, thofe of the larger 
kind were hawks of feveral forts, green parrots with yellow heads, paro- 
_quets, pigeons, doves, and a variety of {mall birds, many of which were 
of beautiful plumage. Pelicans, gulls, curlews, terns, and fandpipers 
were obferved, but no quadrupedes were feen, although in the fand on 
the bottom of fome of the water-courfes Mr. Manby noticed the footing 


of an animal, which he confidered to be about the fize of a fox; many 
turtle 
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turtle tracks were on the beach, and nearly a hundred of dead manatee, 
or fea-cows, were lodged at fome diftance beyond the prefent range of 
the furf. The carcaffes of thefe animals, from their then ftate of putre- 


- faGtion, were confidered by Mr. Manby to have been fo left about ten 


or twelve days before, and as they all feemed to be nearly in the fame 
ftate of decay, the only conjeéture that could be reafonably formed, was, 
that they had been fo depofited in a violent foutherly ftorm. They were 
eagerly devoured by the vultures, hawks, and other birds of prey that 
had affembled about them in great numbers, and it appeared to be not 
improbable that the carnivorous animals of the Marias are frequently 
regaled with fuch fumptuous repatfts, for, befides the fea-cows that re- 
mained intire, the fkeletons of many hundreds of the fame or fimilar ani- 
mals had been in like manner caft on fhore, at more remote and diffe- 
rent periods. A variety of fifh, common to the tropical regions were 
feen in great numbers about the fhores; amongft thefe the fharks were 
very bold and daring, they followed the boats, and made repeated at- 
tempts to catch the oars, in which one of them at length fucceeded, but 
with the lofs of five of its teeth, which were left in the blade of the oar. 
A few {nakes and guannas were alfo feen, and fome of the latter were very 
good eating. No traces of human vifitors were perceived, though gn 
fhore fome drift wood was found, with evident marks of its having been 
worked or hewn with European tools. 

This appeared to me to be the fubftance of the information we acquired 
by calling at thefe iflands, which are not more than 160 leagues from 
Acapulco, and in the immediate vicinity of St. Blas.. In dia Spanifh | 
M.S. chart they are placed weft from that port, at the diftance of 
about 20 leagues, which appeared to correfpond exaétly with our ob- 
fervations, in refpeét to the bearings from cape St. Lucas, and to differ 
only three leagues in the diftance from that promontory ; this was further 
proved (fo far as eftimated diftances could be relied upon) by the diftant. — 
view we had had of the continent in that direétion at our laft place 
of anchorage; notwithftanding which, thefe iflands do not feem to have. 
engaged or attracted the attention of the Spanifh government. 
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As on leaving the Marias it was my intention to make cape Corientes, 1794 
in order to afcertain its latitude and longitude, our courfe was dire&ted . ba 
between the iflands and the main land; fteering well to the eaftward at 
firft, in order that we might avoid a fhoal faid to extend fome diftance 
from the fhores of the fouthernmoft of the Marias ; at midnight we pur- 
fued a more foutherly courfe, but the wind, though attended with fine 
pleafant weather, was fo moderate, that at day-light the iflands we had Thurfday:8, 
left were ftill in fight, bearing by compafs the fouthernmoft n. 82 w. to 
N.72 w.; Prince George's ifland, n. 70 W. to N.64 w.; the eaft point 
of the northernmoft, N.58 w.; and a diftant view of the continental 
fhore from n.z. by N. to E. by s. This was too remote to form any judg- 
ment refpe€ting the country, further than its appearing to have a very 
lofty and uneven furface, {welling into various eminences of different 


forms and magnitude. 

The obferved latitude at noon was 21°, longitude 254° 27’, and the 
variation of the compafs 7° 90’ eaftwardly. In this fituation the high 
Jand over cape Corientes bore by compals s. 25 £., land appearing like 
a {mall ifland, lying at fome diftance from the continent s. 66 £.; the 
northernmoft part of the main land in fight N.N.E., and the fouthern- 
moft of the Marias iflands n. 58 w., diftant g leagues. Much to our 
furprize, in the afternoon we approached a {mall black rugged rock, or, 
more properly fpeaking, a clofely-conneéted clufter of fmall rocks, 
which though deferving of attention, from their fituation, and the fafety 
of the navigation between cape Corientes, St. Blas, and: the Marias, yet 
they are not inferted in either of the Spanifh charts, nor do-they ap- 
pear to have been noticed by any former vifitor with whofe obferva- 
tions I have become acquainted. The fpace they occupy does not ap+ 
pear to exceed the dimenfions of a large fhip’s hull, nor are they much 
higher. They are at a great diftance from any land, and, fo far as we 
could perceive on pafling by them at the diftance of about half a league, 

the water near them appeared to be deep in every direétion. We could 
not gain foundings clofe round them with the hand-line, nor did this {mall 
rocky group feem to be fupported by any bed of rock or fhallow bank. 


_ The fhores of the main land, to the eaftward of them, at the diftance of 
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about 8 leagues, appeared'to be broken, and about ten miles within them 
are two fmall iflets. Thefe rocks, according to our obfervations, are 
fiuated in latitude 20° 45’, longitude 254° 27’, lying from the land men- 
tioned at noon as appearing like a fmall ifland s. 76 w., 6 leagues dif- 
tant, and from the fouthernmoft of the Marias s. 36 £., at the diftance of 
12 or 13 leagues. 

In the evening the breeze that had been very moderate all day, frefh- 
ened, and towards midnight we pafled cape Corientes, at the diftance of 
about 5 leagues; this time was rather unfavorable for the fixing of its 
pofition ; but as it was {till in fight at day-light the next morning; bear- 
ing by compafs nN. 8 £., and having been conftantly within our view du- 
ring the night, I fhould fuppofe that it’s fituation as refulting from our 
obfervations will be liable to no very material error. Thele oben cape 
Corientes in latitude 20° 22’, longitude 254° 40°; from whence if this 
ftatement be correct, the above rocky group will be found to lie n. 26 w., 
at the diftance of 9 leagues. 


The American coaft to the fouthward of cape Corientes not continas 


ing to take a direétion favorable to our route, we were no longer defirous 
of keeping near its {hores, and I therefore made the beft of our way towards 
the ifland of Cocos and the Galipagos, with an intention of {topping at one 
or both of thofe places. At noon the obferved latitude was 19°15’, longt- 
tude 254° 48’; the coaft at this time was ftill in fight, bearing by com- 
pals north, N.85 £., and its neareft part north-eaft, about 10 leagues 
from us. We were now accompanied by many of the tropical fifhes, and 
oceanic birds, and notwithftanding that we had a frefh breeze from the 


north-weftward, the weather was very fultry and unpleafant. The ther- | 


mometer within thefe two days had rifen from 70 to 81, and the heat 
that we now experienced was attended with a degree of oppreflive incon- 
venience, that exceeded any thing of the fort I had ever before felt, under 


fimilar circumftances of fuchan alteration in the height of the mercury. f 
The unpleafantnels of the atmofphere on faturday morning became great- 


ly increafed by the north-wefterly wind dying away, and by its being fuc- 


ceeded by calms or light variable airs. The atmofphere was perfectly : 


clear, ferene, and wniede eed either with fogs or clouds, which made 
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it very difficult to account for the extraordinary change in the climate 
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between our then ftation and the three Marias iflands, as the diftance ~—.-—~ 


did not exceed 70 leagues. This may poflibly be accounted for by the 
projeCling promontory of cape Corientes, and other parts of this moun- 
tainous country intercepting thofe cool refrefhing gales from the north 
that are fo grateful and acceptable to the human conftitution. 

That part of the globe we had now to pafs over having been little 
frequented by perfons pofleffing the means of making due obfervations 
on the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle, I purpofed to procure 
fome obfervations at different intervals when the {hip was fufficiently 
{teady for this purpofe. This day im Iatitude 18° 20’, longitude 255° 40’, 


the Marked End, North Face Eaft, fhewed 38° 17’ 
Ditto ' Ditto Welt, - Stee: 
Ditto South Face Eaft, - 34 8 
Ditto Ditto Welt, - 36 20 
Mean vertical inclination of the north point of the 
marine dipping needle - - - 36 41 
The horizontal inclination or variation was about 6 eaftwardly. 


A continuation of very light winds made our progrefs very flow, 
through an ocean on whofe furface great numbers of turtles, in every 
dire€tion, were lying afleep, and we had only to lower down the boat, 
and without interrupting the progrefs of the fhip, make choice of as 
many as we required; though under our prefent circumftances we 
would readily have waved the acquifition of thefe luxuries for a litle 


more wind, as with that which now prevailed, the fhip’s motion through 


the water was {carcely perceptible. 

We had again fight of the American coaft on funday morning; it bore 
by compafs from N. 5 E. to eaft, to N. 72 E.; but at fo remotea diftance 
that we loft every appearance of it by noon, when the obferved latitude 
was 17° 56’, longitude 255° 52’. During the two preceding days we had 
very light variable winds from the eaftward and s.£. with alternate calms, 
and very oppreffive fultry weather; but by the thurfday following we had 
fome little alleviation, as the wind then blew a moderate fteady breeze 
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from the north-weftward. Whilft the light winds continued we were 
greatly incommoded by a very heavy {well from the fouth-eaftward, 
which made the {hip extremely uneafy; this had now in a great meafure 
fubfided; but the weather though perfeétly clear was ftill very hot and 
fultry, the thermometer night and day varying from 81 to 83. Had it 
not been for our anxious folicitude to get forward, and the exceflive heat 
of the weather, our fituation would have been by no means unpleafant; 
the ocean was tranguil, and abounded with a great variety of fifh; its. 
furface as it were was covered with turtles, and the numerous fea fowls. 
hovering over, and diving for their prey, prefented fuch an animated 
{cene, as the ocean, unaflifted by intervening land, or other objeéts, is 
feldom, I believe, found to exhibit. We were here at no lofs to provide 
a repaft for this our fourth Chriftmas day fince we had quitted the civi- 
lized world; and with the addition of the frefh beef, mutton, and poul- 
try we had brought from Monterrey, the officers tables prefented 
fuch an appearance of luxury as is not frequently feen in fuch dif- 
tant regions of the ocean. In addition to our frefh provifions, and 
what the fea afforded, the people were ferved fuch an extra allow- 
ance of grog as was fufficient for the celebration of the day, and to call 
to their recolleétion their friends and favorites at home; on which occa- 
fion, though perhaps the circumftance may appear too trivial here to be 
noticed, yet as the fentiment arofe {pontaneoufly from the gratitude of. 
the crew, I am induced to mention it; the memory of Sen" Quadra, and 
the health of Tamaahmaah were not forgotten. ) 

The fame light baffling winds continued to impede our progrefs, which 
was tardy and irkfome beyond all defcription; im addition to which, fome 
of our water cafks were found to have leaked out; this, very contrary 
to my wifhes, obliged me to reftrain the allowance of water to three quarts 
aman per day. So very flowly did we proceed, that by the 91ft at noon 
we had only reached the latitude of 13°50’, longitude 259° 5’ 30"; the 
latter was deduced from 116 fets of Junar diftances, as follow, with the 
fun and aldebaran on different fides of the moon between the 97th and 
31ft of december.. Thofe taken on the 27th, and brought forward by 
Arnold’s No. 14, gave the following refults. 
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The mean of 6 fets }) a © welt of her, by Mri Whidbey, 

~~ Ditto 4 ditto Mr. Baker, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Manby, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 
Ditto 6 ditto, taken on goth, by Mr. Whidbey, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Baker, 
Ditto . 6 ditto Mr. Manby, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 
Ditto. 6 ) abaldebaran eaft of her, Mr. W hidbey, 
Ditto 6. 0- ditto Mr. Baker, 
Ditto 4 ditto Mr. Manby, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 
Ditto 6 Da © welt of her, taken 91ft, Mr. Whidbey, 
Ditto 6. ditto Mr. Baker, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Manby, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr, Orchard, 
Ditto 4 D abaldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Whidbey, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Baker, 
Ditto 6 ) ab aldebaran eaft of her, Mr. Manby, 
Ditto 6 ditto Mr. Orchard, 
Ditto 3 ditto Mylelf, 
Ditto of 3 days’ obfervations, in 28 fets, Mr. Whidbey, 
Ditto ditto 28 Mr. Baker, 
Ditto ditto 28 Mr. Manby, 
Ditto ditto 29° Mr. Orchard, 


Ditto of the whole, colleétively taken, being the refult 
of 116 fets of lunar diftances, fhewed the longitude, 


at noon on the gift of december, 1794, to be 
At which time Arnold’s No. 14 fhewed 


176 > 

Kendall’s - - 

And by the dead reckoning - 
here 


259° 38° 


cst ht 
ooo Om 
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259 37 
259 55 
259 56 
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260 14 
260 8 


259 55 
259 46 
259 41 
259 47 
259 47 
259 52 
259 58 
259 55 
260 1 
259 58 
259 47 
259 48 
259 55 
259 54 


259 51 
260 6©6 


260 53 
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Ricca ae Hence, as I confidered the longitude deduced from the lunar obferva- 
tions to be correét, or nearly fo, it will appear evident that the chrono- 
meters, fince the commencement of the very hot weather, had been gain- 
ing confiderably lefs than the rate we were allowing as afcertained at 
Monterrey ; for which reafon a new rate was, from thefe and fubfequent 
obfervations, found and adopted for pointing out our longitude, by the 
chronometers, from this ftation fouthward to the land of Cocos. 

By this mode No. 14, at noon, on the 31ft of decem- 
ber, appeared to be faft of mean time at Greenwich, 5 91'36tges 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 20 
No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich on the fameday, 11 51 59 45 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, Aes 
Kendall’s faft of mean time on the fame day, - 10 11 43 45 
And to be gaining on mean time per day at the rate of, 21195 


fe 
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Vafit the ifland of Cocos—Some defcription of that rfland—Afironomical and 
nautical obfervations there — Proceed to the fouthward —Pa/fs between 
Wenman’s and Culpepper’s iflands—See the Gallipagos rflands, and afcer- 
tain therr fiuation. 


DuRING our paffage thus far from Monterrey, it did not appear 
that we had been much affeéted by currents, the log and the obferva- 
tions having in general correfponded very nearly, and the difference 
between the longitude, by the dead reckoning, and that which I confi- 
dered to be the true longitude, had not exceeded half a degree, the dead 
reckoning having been in general to the eaftward of the truth. 

The wind in the north-weftern quarter continued to blow a fteady 
breeze, and as we advanced to the fouth-eaftward it increafed in its 
force; the heat was lefs oppreflive, and the mercury in the thermome- 
ter fell to a general temperature of about 78 ; the atmofphere was gene- 
rally clear, and the fea, which was remarkably fmooth, abounded with 
immenfe numbers of flying fifh, dolphins, bonitos, albicores, and a great 
variety of fmaller fifhes ; of turtles we eafily procured as many as we 
could difpenfe with. 

By noon on monday we had reached the latitude of g®27’, and the 
longitude, brought forward from the preceding lunar obfervations, with 
the new rates of the chronometers, was fhewn by Arnold’s No. 14 to be 
263° 36 15", No. 176,. 263° 34’ 15", and by Kendall's 263°'40'; the dead 
reckoning at this time fhewed 265° 33’; whence it became evident that 


we were now materially affe€ted by a current fetting to the weftward, 
4 as 
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as this deviation had been gradually increafing fince the 31{t of december, 
and by our daily obfervations for the latitude, the dire€tion of this cur- 
rent feemed to be irregularly between the north-weft and fouth-welt, the 
reckoning’ being fometimes to the north, fometimes correfponding, and 
at others to the fouth of the obfervations. 

In this fituation the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle was as 


under : . 
Marked end North face Eatt, - - 24° 50° 

Ditto ditto Weft, - - 25 30 

Ditto South face Eaft, ~- - - 24 45 

Ditto ditto Weft, - - 24 30 

Mean inclination of the marine dipping needle, - 24 54 


The variation being about 73 degrees eaftwardly. 
The two fucceeding days we were fet to the fouthward, at the rate of 


about half a mile per hour, and on wednefday the wind from the north- 
eaftward again became very light, and I found it neceflary to begin 


diftilling frefh water from the fea; by this procefs, without any great 
additional expenditure of fuel, a fupply of from twelve to eighteen gal- 
lons of frefh water was procured in the courfe of each day; and al- 
though it could not be confidered of the firft quality, yet it was per- 
fe€tly frefh, and applicable to all the purpofes of cooking. In this re- 
{pect 1t was highly acceptable, as by the affiftance of the diftilled water, 
we were enabled to appropriate to greater advantage the abundant re- 
frefhments which the fea ftill continued to afford, and which were fome. 
compenfation for the very tedious and tardy progrefs that the faint baffling 
winds permitted us to make. 

Since wednefday we had frequently noticed very {trong riplings on the 
furface of the water, but felt fcarcely any effect from currents. The 
obferved latitude on funday was 7° 47’, longitude, by Arnold’s No, 14, 
266° 27’; No. 176, 260° 20'; Kendall’s, 266° 33°; and by the dead rec- _ 
koning 268° 32’; fo that admitting No. 14, as I conceived it to be, near- 
eft the truth, the error in the reckoning, fince the 5th, had only increa-. 
fed 19’. ‘The variation of the compafs was now about 8° eaftwardly. 
During the laft week the clouds, particularly in the northern quarter, 
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had fometimes hung about the horizon very dark and heavily, but 
they had now difperfed without any rain, excepting about noon on the 
preceding day, when we had a fmart fhower that lafted near two 
hours, and was the firft rain that had fallen with us fince our arrival at 
Monterrey in the beginning of november laft. 

As we thus gently advanced to the fouth-eaftward, the riplings on the 
furface of the water became more frequent, and were attended with a 
greater degree of agitation, making a ruftling hiffing noife, like a tide 
in fhoal water; and though we felt fomething of their influence, they 
feemed infinitely more to affe@ the Chatham in her fleerage ; yet, from 
the refult of our obfervations, they did not appear to be the confe- 
quence of any current, which gave rife to an idea, that probably the 
{pace we were then paffing over was of very uneven bottom. To afcer- 
tain this fat foundings were tried, but no bottom was found in thefe 
riplings with 140 to 170 fathoms of line. During the night of the 12th, 
and until noon the following day, we had a frefh breeze from the N.N.E., 
which afterwards veered round to the eaftward and E.S.E, nearly in the 
‘dire&tion in which I wifhed to fteer. On wednefday noon we had reach- 
ed the latitude of 5° 37’, longitude 268° 91’, approaching nearly to the 
parallel of the ifland of Cocos, and about 2 or 3 degrees of longitude to 
the weftward of its meridian, according to the different accounts of its 
fituation in the ocean; and as we had no indication whatever of our 
having left it to the weftward of us, our courfe was direG@ed eaftwardly, 
as the moft probable means of finding the ifland. 

We were {till attended by vaft numbers of fithes, varying both in 
fize and {pecies ; few birds were now about us, and the abundance of 
turtles was fo much decreafed, that, on thurfday, notwithftanding the day 
_ was for the moft part calm, our boat’s crew caught only two. The 


weather fill continued clear, and gave us fo good a view all around - 


us, that had any land been within the limits of our horizon, it could not 
have efcaped our notice. After having paffed to the fouth of the 6th 
degree of north latitude, we again found ourfelves under the influence of 
the current, that, during the 14th, had fet us 18’, in a direGion $.47_ Ev 
and, during the laft twenty-four hours, at the fame rate, in a direction 
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w.62£. Alight breeze fpringing up foon after noon from the north, 
we purfued our eaftwardly courfe, intending to incline a little to the 
fouthward. This, however, we were prevented doing, from the current 
continuing to fet to the E.N.E. at the rate of a male per hour ; fo that 
at noon the following day our obferved latitude was 5° 51’, and the lon- 
gitude 269° 32’. 

The tranquil ftate of the wind and fea, which with fo little interrup- 
tion had for fuch a length of time attended us, now feemed likely to un- 
dergo a very material change. A very heavy fwell rolled from the weft- 
ward, and the atmofphere became loaded with denfe, heavy clouds, par- 
ticularly between the s.£. and s. w.; in this dire€tion our view was li- 
mited toa very few miles. The wind now blowing a gentle breeze from 
the n. w. amore foutherly courfe was purfued, in the hope of regaining 
what we had loft by the current having driven us to the northward. 
Towards midnight after about three hours calm, the wind came from the 
fouthward, and obliged us to fteer again to the eaftward; this I much 
regretted, as we had not, with all our efforts, yet been able to get fo far 
fouth, as the latitude afligned to the -ifland we were in queft of, which 
according to Lord Anfon’s voyage is ftated to be in 5° 20’, and by the 
Buccaneers in 5°15’. I could not help being apprehenfive, that a con- 
tinuation of thefe adverfe winds and currents would oblige us to pafs to — 
the northward of the ifland without feeing it; for, by our obfervations on 
faturday, after making every allowance, inftead of our being in latitude 
5° 22’, which was fhewn by the reckoning, the refults of our meridional 
and double altitudes (which agreed extremely well together) proved our 
latitude to be 5° 46, and that we were alfo feveral miles to the eaftward 


of our account, the longitude being 270° 97’... The variation at this time 


was 84° eaftwardly. 

Between this and the preceding noon, we had paffed over upwards of 
a degree of longitude, without being able to fee far to the fouth of the 
latitude of 5° 30’, owing to very thick hazy gloomy weather; hence it 
was very poflible, that we might have pafled to the northward of the 
ifland of Cocos. This was confidered by fome on board to have been 
highly probable, from the circumftance of our being now attended by 
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vaft numbers of the different: fpecies of birds that are generally found 


frequenting the fhores of the uninhabited tropical iflands ; but this did < 


not amount to proof, as thofe birds might have been attraéted to the 
neighbourhood of our then fituation by the great numbers of bonitos, 
albicores, and other fifhes, with which the fea at that time abounded: 
and as we were fuccefsful in taking as many of them as we could make ufe 
of, they made us ample amends for the deficiency of turtle, which did 
not appear to be an objeé&t of much regard, as I believe moft of us be- 
gan to be tired of that food, which was only ufed to diverfify our other 
provifions. 

The currents with which we had met, fhewed that little reliance 


" was to be placed on the longitude, afligned to any land in this part of 


the ocean, from the teftimony of thofe who had fo long fince vifited thefe 
regions, but who had not been provided with the means we pofleffed for 
afcertaining the ftrength and direétion of thefe ftreams. 

For fome days paft we had been fet confiderably to the eaftward, and 
as, from the feveral authorities I had confulted, it did not appear that we 
had yet reached the moft eaftern fituation affigned to the ifland in quef- 
tion, the prefumption was that it was {till to the eaftward of our prefent 
track; and although I fhould have been greatly mortified to have been 
obliged to abandon an objeét that had fo much attracted my attention, 
yet, from the reduced ftate of our water in confequence of this unex- 
pettedly tedious paffage, and the worn-out and defettive ftate of our wa- 
ter-cafks, the reaching of the ifland of Cocos became a matter more of 
neceflity than choice; as I was very unwilling to enter any port in 
the continent. There feemed, however, no profpett of effecting this, 
unlefs we fhould be able to fhape fuch a courfe as would counteraé 
the ftrength of the adverfe north-eafterly current. For this purpofe, 
with the wind at s.s.w. we fteered to the s.z., and in the evening had 
a tolerably diftinét view a-head, but the fouth-weft horizon was {till ob- 
feured in dark denfe clouds, and haze; the night was moftly calm, but 
in the following morning the weather was ferene and clear, attended 
with a gentle breeze from the n.w., with which we fteered to the fouth, 
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and at noon were in latitude 5° 33’, longitude 271° 7’; having been fet 
during the laft twenty-four hours 19' to the north, and 11’ to the eaft of 
our reckoning. 

The clear weather was not of long continuance in the fouthern quarter, 
although the oppofite fide of the horizon retained its former appearance; 
for by fun-fet we could not fee a mile from the fhip in the eaftern, fouth- 
ern, or fouth-weftern quarters. The various kinds of birds became more 
numerous, and having at length reached the ftated parallel of the ifland, 
we plied during the night, which was attended by variable winds, fome ram, 
and dark gloomy weather. This continued until noon the next day, when 
the obferved latitude was 5°14’, longitude 271°9'; being 10’ to the 
north, and 4‘ to the eaft of what the log fhewed. The weather now 
admitted of an extenfive view all round, but no land was in fight; and as 
the number of birds was confiderably leffened, fome additional reafons 
were offered in fupport of the former opinion, that we had left the ifland 
to the fouth-weftward of us. Of this however I was by no means con- 
vinced, as in my feveral traverfes over the pacific ocean, I had feldom 
found that fuch indications amounted to a proof of the very near vicinity 
of land. 

With the wind between the fouth and s. w., although I had continued 
during the night to the fouth-eaftward, we were not able to keep our 
fouthing; for the obferved latitude at noon the following day was 5° 16, 
the longitude 271° 52’, which was 24’ further north, and 10° further eaft 
than was given by our reckoning. 

In the courfe of the laft three or four days we had, in different in- 
ftances, been deceived for a fhort time both by night and day, by very 
heavy dark clouds which aflumed the appearance of land. Shortly after 
noon a fimilar refemblance was feen from the maft-head at a great diflance, 
bearing E.N.E., which was not given credit to as being land, until aided 
by a gentle breeze and the current, we had approached nearer to it by 3 
leagues, when it was decided beyond all queftion to be land. Concluding it 
to be the long-looked for ifland of Cocos, at the diftance of 14 or 16 
leagues, the glad tidings were communicated by fignal to our little 
confort. All the turtles had now left us, but we had fill many fifhes and 
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fea fowl attending us, though thefe were not quite fo numerous as on the 
preceding evening. The night was calm, or accompanied with light vari- 
able winds, which continued with rain.and dark gloomy weather until noon 
the next day, fo that no obfervations could be obtained for afcertaining the 
fhip’s fituation: we had however made fome progrefs, as the ifland now 
bore by compafs. N. 79 E. to N. 81 £., not more than 6 or 7 leagues from 
us. In this we had been much affifted by the current fetting us direétly to- 
wards the land, the fouth-weft extremity of which appeared in this point 
of view, to rife abruptly from the fea in fteep rugged cliffs to a confi- 
derable height; and then ina moderate afcent to its moft elevated part; 
this was‘a hill of no very great fize ; from whence it defcended with a 
more uniform declivity to its northern extremity, which appeared like a 
detached iflet. 

The wind, which had been variable in the evening, became very light, 
and Iwas not without my apprehenfions that the current might force us 
paft the ifland, before we might have an opportunity of making choice 
of a fituation for anchoring. That no time might be loft, about two: in 
the following morning, being then fufficiently near the land for one of 
our boats to be .in with the fhores by day-light, Mr. Whidbey was dif- 
patched in the cutter to make the neceflary examination. During this 
and the three or four preceding nights the fea had prefented a very lumi- 
nous appearance, but I was not able to afcertain with fatisfaction the 
caufe of it. After the boat had left the fhip, we ufed our utmoft-endea- 
vours to preferve our ftation to the fouth-weft of the ifland, but to no 
effe&i; the current foon after day-light drove us beyond its weftern end, 
and although our head was to the fouth-weft, we were driven at a great 
rate paft its northern fide, within a few miles of its fhores. Thefe ap- 
peared to be indented into {mall bays, with rocks and iflets lying near 
them; but they by no means exhibited that inviting appearance which 
has been reported of them by Lionel Wafer * and others. Thefe fhores 
were chiefly compofed of broken perpendicular cliffy precipices, beyond 
which the furface rofe unevenly to the fummit of the ifland; the whole 
compofing one rude conneéted thicket of {mall trees near the fhore, but 
‘ on the more elevated and interior parts many large fpreading trees were 
sA2 feen, 
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feen ; fome cocoa nut trees were alfo obferved in the chafms of the rocky 
precipices, but they did not feem now to flourifh in fuch abundance, as 
was moft likely the cafe when their fruit gave a name to the ifland. 

Being intirely without wind, the current fat us faft to the north-eaft- 
ward from the land, which at noon bore by compafs from s. 17 weto 
s. 35 W., diftant 7 or 8 miles. The weather at this time afforded us a 
good opportunity for afcertaining the fhip’s place, which by feveral cor- 
ret obfervations was found to be in latitude 5° 40’, longitude 279° 8’. 
By thefe and other obfervations that had been made on the goth, the 
fhip appeared to have been fet by the current during the two days 60 
miles, in a direétion N. 50 £.; this fhewed that the ifland, which we did 
not confider to be more than moderately high, when firft feen was up- 
wards of 20 leagues diftant. 

In the morning as we were driving near to the fhores of the ifland, fome 
falls of water were obferved defcending from the cliffs into the fea, and as 
we ftood much in want of this neceflary articleas more of our cafks were 
found to have leaked out, no {mall degree of impatience was experi- 
enced for the return of the boat, as her long abfence had been attributed” 


to want of fuccefs in finding a fafe place for anchorage. This however. 


did not prove to be the cafe, for her fuppofed detention was wholly oc- 
cafioned by the great diftance to which the current had fet the {hip from 


the ifland. About four o'clock I had the fatisfa€tion of being informed _ j 
by Mr. Whidbey, that the fhores abounded with ftreams and falls of moft — 


excellent water, together with fome cocoa nuts, and plenty of wood for 
fuel, eafily to be procured; efpecially in two {mall bays, both of which 
afforded anchorage fufhciently fheltered from the prevailing winds at this 
feafon of the year; the one on the north-eaft, the other on the north-weft 
part of the illand. Mr. Whidbey gave the preference to the moft eaft- 
ern, for which, therefore, with a light breeze from the north, we im- 
mediately fieered, but were unable to ftem the current till about nine at 
night, when the wind frefhened from the N. E.; and with this, about four. 
on friday morning, we reached the fituation Mr. Whidbey had chofen, and 
moored in 33 fathoms water, fandy and gravelly bottom, and (fo far as 
we became acquainted,) good holding ground, and free from rocks. The 
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eaft point of the bay, which is a fimall conical iflet lying clofe to the 
north-eaft extremity of the ifland, bore by compafs s. 51 £., diftant half 
a mile ; the welt point of the bay s.75.w.; a fteep rocky iflet lying off it 
bore from s. 87 w. to n. 66 w.; and the watering place at the mouth of 
a very fine ftream emptying itfelf over a fandy beach, s. 13 w., about 
three quarters of a mile diftant; the Chatham moored within us in 2G 
fathoms water, on the fame kind of bottom. 

As foon as the fhip was fecured I went on fhore, and found that all 
our wants could be eafily fupplied ; that although there was fome furf 
on the beach it was inconfiderable, and that not only water and fire- 
wood, but that cocoa-nuts were alfo to be procured in great abundance: 
No time was now loft in fetting about obtaining a due fupply of thefe 
effential articles, and in the performing fuch other bufinefs as had become 
requifite on board; where, at noon, by the mean of four obfervations, 
with different perfons and inftruments, the latitude was fhewn to be og 
35 15°. This differing fo materially from the latitude as ftated in Lord 
_ Anfon’s and other voyages, and the general appearance of this ifland fo 
little correfponding with the defcription given of the ifland of Cocos; 
efpecially by Dampier, and Wafer, gave rife to'fome doubts in my mind 
as to its being the identical ifland fo defcribed by thofe gentlemen. Be 
that as it may, the advantages it afforded us, not only in the articles 
already mentioned, but in an abundance of very fine fifh, were: very. 
important; and as the foil was apparently capable of affording a variety 
of ufeful vegetables, this ifland did not fail to attraét our particular at= 
tention; and being anxious to acquire every information refpecting it 


that the fhort ftay I purpofed to make would allow of, I difpatched Mr.. 


Whidbey on faturday morning, in the large cutter, to take a {ketch of 
its fhores. This fervice he performed, and returned about four in the af- 
ternoon, having found them to be compofed of fteep perpendicular rocky 
cliffs, with fome iflets and rocks lying near them; on which the fea 
broke with fo much violence as to preclude any attempt to land in any 
part, excepting in the bay to the weftward of the anchorage we had 
taken, where Mr. Whidbey had been before; and.in that‘in which the vef- 
fels were moored; which were the only two fituations.on the ifland to which 
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veflels could refort. On funday morning I made a ‘fhort excurfion to 
the weftern bay, aud although a more copious f{tream of frefh water was 
found to flow into it, yet it 1s certainly not fo eligible a fituation for pro- 
curing the good things which the ifland afforded as that which we occupied. 

It was about half ebb when we reached its fhores, where we landed with 

tolerable convenience. After we had breakfafted, we fatishied our curiofity 
in taking a view of the adjacent country ; this was confined by-an im- 
penetrable thicket nearly to the limits of the fandy beach, which com- 
pofes the bottom of ithe bay, where, on our return to the boats; we 
found fome difficulty in re-embarking, owing to an increafe of the furf 
which at that time broke upon the beach. 

At the place on fhore, where our operations were ie on, I had 
obferved evident marks of European vifitors, from the trees having been 
felled with axes and faws, whilft the decayed ftate of the remaining 
ftumps proved that they had not been very recently cut down. In this 


weftern bay, near to the frefh-water brook, a bottle was fufpended on 
a tree, containing a note directed to the commander of any veffel that . 


might vifit the ifland, and figned “ James Colnett ;” flating, that the {hip 
Ratler, South-Sea whaler, of London, had arrived on the 26th of july, 
1793, and, after procuring wood, water, and other refrefhments, had pro- 
ceeded on her voyage, all in good, health: that, previoufly to her de- 
parture, a breed of hogs and goats had been left on the ifland, and a va- 
riety of garden feeds had been fown, but the {pot where thefe valuable 
articles had been depofited did not happen to fall within the limits of 
our obfervation. 

By the time we reached the veffels the rain fell very heavily, and I 
became acquainted, on my arrival on board, that the furf had fo much 
ihcreafed, as very materially to retard our bufinefs with the fhore. The 


rain was accompanied by a frefh gale from the s.w., at the commence: _ 


ment of which the current, which, though by no means regular inits force, 
(fometimes being barely perceptible, at others running at leaft at the 
rate of two miles per hour,) yet had hitherto fet uniformly to the E.n-z., 


now changed its direCtion and fet to the weftward, but ata very gen: 
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This uncomfortable weather continued, thou gh with fome intermiffion, 
during the 26th; . we, however, made great progrefs in completing 
our water and fuel, and having nearly exhaufted the neighbouring f{hores 
of their cocoa-nuts, I difpatched two boats with Mr. Manby, the next 
b morning, to the weftern bay, where they were produced in great plenty, 
to procure a full fupply of them. The boats returned about noon, not 
having been very fuccefsful, as the heavy furf prevented their landing 
in that part of the bay where the fruit was moft abundantly produced. 
By the afternoon we had taken on board about thirty-five tons of wa- 
ter, with as much wood as we could ftow; and having thus finifhed all 
our bufinefs with the fhore, we quitted this ifland in the evening, and 
made the beft of our way to the fouthward. 

Having adverted to the fituation and advantages which this {mall 
fpot of land poffeffes, I fhall now more particularly notice fuch matters 
as occurred to our obfervation whilft we remained there. 

It does not appear from any account with which I am acquainted, 
to whom we are indebted for the difcovery of this valuable little 
ifland ; nor, indeed, do the feveral defcriptions of the ifland of Cocos 
much accord with each other, or agree with what we found to be its 
fituation or appearance. The ifland feen by Lord Anfon, of which he 
was within fight for five days, and confidered by him to be the ifland of 
Cocos, is ftated in his voyage to be fituated 19’ to the fouth of what was 
found by our calculations to be the latitude of this ifland; and {hould 
this error in the latitude be confidered as reconcilable, it is likely we 
may both intend the fame ifland. I have not the leaft doubt that the 
ifland we laft quitted is the fame which Chipperton vifited, and called it 


the ifland of Cocos. He, I fhould fuppofe, anchored in the weftern. 
bay, but his defcription is too confined to draw from thence any {atis-- 
factory conclufion; but the greateft difference is in the accounts given, 


of the irfland of Cocos’ by Dampier and Lionel Wafer ; thefe differ fo 
very materially from our obfervations, in point of extent. of fituation 
and appearance, that ate ites muft either be exceffively 
erroneous, or they mu belong to fome other ifland. After tak- 
ing all thefe circumftances into confideration, it appeared to me by 
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no means unlikely, that fome other ifland might exift not very far 
remote from this, to which thefe SepeeEny contradictory reports might 
more properly apply. 

Two opinions were formed refpeéting an infcription that was found 
cut on a rock near to our watering place; the letters, which had been 
eriginally but ill executed, were much defaced. 

Look Y as’ you goe for ye I Coco. 

This I confidered as purporting, “ Look to fouth as you go, for the 
“ ifland of Coco,” but the more prevailing opinion amonglt us was, that 
it meant, “ Look as you go for the ifland of Coco,” meaning this iden- 
ticalifland. The defaced chara€ter after the word “ look” abel pofli- 
bly have originally been intended to fignify the north, yet as we met with 
no other in its vicinity, it is probable that this latter opinion was moft 
corre€t; for which reafon I have adopted the name of Cocos for the 
ifland in queftion. 

According to the {ketch made by Mr. Whidbey, the ifland of Cocos 
is about 4 leagues in circuit, lying in a N.E.and s.w. direétion; it is 
about four miles long, and two miles broad, with feveral detached rocks 
and iflets {cattered about its fhores; thofe lying off its fouth-welt part ex- 
tend to the greateft diftance, which is nearly two miles, but they cannot 
be confidered as dangerous becaufe they are fufficiently high to be feen 
and avoided. The {mall bay in which we had anchored at the north-eaft 


end of the ifland 1s greatly to be preferred to the other weftward of it; 


for the fmall iflet that lies off its north-weft point adds greatly to its pro- 
tection from the wind and fea. ‘The width of the bay from point to point 
of the two iflets that form each of its extremities is about a mile, ina 
dire€tion s. 52 E. and N. 52 w., and from this line its extent to the bot- 
tom of the bay is alfo about a mile; the foundings are regular from 12 
to 50 fathoms, and veffels may ride very fnugly within lefs than half a 
mile of the beach, in about 20 fathoms water, but in a lefs depth the 
bottom did not appear to be fo free from rocks. The weftern bay is 
more extenfive and more expofed, and its {ou dings are neither fo regu- 
lar, nor is the bottom fo good; but from the’e Wuadale and great va- 
may of vegetable productions that grow clofe to the verge of high water 
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mark in both bays, it fhould feem that neither of them are fubje€t to 
very violent ftorms, or heavy feas. The climate was confidered by us 
as temperate and falubrious, for although the thermometer was ufually 
between 78 and 80, we did not feel that oppreffive heat which we had 
experienced further to the northward; and notwithftanding that our 
people were greatly expofed to the heavy rains that fell while tranfaéting 
our bufinefs on fhore, yet not the leaft interruption from want of health 
took place, which in various other tropical iflands frequently attends 
the execution of fimilar fervices. 

This ifland cannot be confidered as having a pleafant appearance in any 
one point of view, for although its inland furface is much diverfified by 
hills and valleys; yet the only low land of any extent that we were certain 
it poffeffes is in the bottom of the two bays, each of which form the 
extremity of one of thefe valleys bounded by craggy precipices, from the 
foot of which extends a narrow {trip of low flat land that terminates in a 
beach at the water fide, refembling more the dreary profpeét exhibited at 
the heads of the feveral branches of fea we had fo recently explored on the 
coaft of North Weft America, than any thing elfe I could compare them 
to. Every other part of the fhore feemed to be compofed of fteep, 
broken precipices of rock, of which fubftance the interior of the ifland 
was apparently compofed, as the naked cliffs were frequently feen pro- 
truding their barren fides through the thicket, which otherwife co- 
vered the furface of the ifland. This thicket, fo far as we were enabled 
to afcertain, was chiefly compofed of a great variety of trees of a mo- 
derate fize, with an impenetrable underwood of the vine or fupple jack 
kind, which oppofed any excurfion into the country; fome attempts 
were, I believe, made to penetrate thither by the water courfe, but this, 


from rocky precipices and other obftruétions, was found to be equally 


impracticable; our knowledge of its productions muft confequently be 
confined to our obfervations on the {mall margin between the woods and 


the fea fhore, the only part that was acceflible to us. In refpett of 


its future utility, the firft obje& of confideration to maritime people is 
the abundant fupply of water that it affords. This abounds in every part 
of the ifland, and is to be eafily procured at the ftations to which vellfels 
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can refort. From its purity and limpid appearance, and from its being 
deftitute of any colour or unpleafant tafte, either from dead leaves or 
other putrid or rotten matter, though very heavy rains had fallen dur- 
ing the time we had been at anchor there, it may reafonably be inferred 
that the larger ftreams of water have a more remote and permanent 
fource than the accidental fhowers that at this feafon of the year may 
defcend upon the ifland. The foil in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the ftreams that fall into each of the bays is of a poor, loofe, fandy 
nature; but at a little diftance behind the beach, and in the fiffures of 
the rocks, a rich black mould was obferved, apparently capable of 
affording much vegetable nourifhment; and this may alfo be the cafe in 
other parts of the ifland, although we had no power of afcertaining the 
fat. All its vegetable produ€tions appeared to grow luxuriantly, and 
covered the ifland in one intire wildernefs. On the rocky cliffs near the 
fea fide, whofe uneven furface admitted the growth of vegetables, a 
coarfe kind of grafs is produced, that afforded an excellent retreat for 
the different kinds of fea fowl which reforted thither to rooft and build 
their nefts, or more properly {peaking to lay their eggs, as they are at 
httle pains to form a neft of any defcription. About thefe cliffs grew a 
very particular kind of tree, fomething lke the cloth plant of the South 
Sea iflands, but much larger; fome of thefe grow to the height of about 
thirty feet, are of a lightifh coloured bark, free from branches to the 
top, which is fomewhat bufhy, and for that reafon was called by us 
the umbrella tree. There were fome few other trees whofe foliage 
ftrongly refembled that of the bread fruit, but as no one of them was in 
bearing near the beach, I was not able pofitively to determine their fpe- 
cies. Many of the trees that compofed the foreft, efpecially in the inte- 
rior and elevated parts of the ifland, feemed to be of confiderable fize, 
fpreading out into large branches towards their tops, which in point of 
height greatly furpaffled the others. I was inclined to believe that thefe 
trees were of the fame fort with thofe from which we principally obtained 
our fuel, although near to the fea fide they did not grow fo large as 
on the hills; Mr. Manby, who moft commonly fuperintended that fer 
vice, gave me the following account of them. This tree is very generally 
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produced all over the ifland, its trank grows very ftraight to the height 
of twenty or thirty feet before it throws out its branches, which are fo 
clofe, large, and {preading, as to afford extremely good fhelter againft 


both fun and rain; the ftems of feveral were capable of {quaring to twelve 


or fourteen inches ; the grain is clofe, fomewhat variegated, and reddifh 
towards the heart; it yielded to the axe with tolerable eafe, to the faw 
it was equally fitted, and, being free from knots, it fplit without much 
labour ; its leaves are of a dark green colour, fmooth at the edge, and 
not much unlike the laurel, though rather longer; the feed refembling a 
{mall acorn is borne in clufters. The wood is well calculated for burn- 
ing. Mr. Manby defcribes another fort, (which we cut for fuel alfo,) as 
having a whitifh {mooth bark, growing tall and firaight, and producing 
but few branches. » Its leaf is large, and in fhape refembling that of the 
horfe-cheftnut, of a light-green colour, with a velvet furface; it ap- 
peared to be fit for little elfe than fire-wood, and not the moft proper 
even for that purpofe, as it has a thick pith in the center of it that 
occupies a large portion of the ftem or branches. The wood is of a 
white clofe grain, {plits readily, but does not burn remarkably well. The 
cocoa-nut trees, which grow not only on the fea-fhore but high up on 
the fides of the hills, were the only trees we faw that bore any fruit, al- 
though, in one of the rivulets, an unripe guava was picked up, which, 
moft probably, had come from the interior country ; in addition to thefe, 
we noticed an abundance of different forts of ferns, fome of which pro- 
duced a ftem nearly fix inches in diameter, and grew to the height of 
nearly twenty feet ; thefe, as well as I recolle@t, were exa€tly of the fame 
defcription as thofe commonly found in New Zealand. Such were the 
moft general vegetable produétions of this ifland that fell under our ob- 
fervation, to which we further added the feeds of apples, peaches, melons, 
pumkins, with beans, peas, &e.  Thefe were fown by Mr. Swaine, 
in a fpot cleared for that purpofe, where he was of opinion they were 
likely to thrive. 
With refpe& to the animal kingdom, fifh and fowl feemed to be in 
great abundance, and we entertained hopes that future vifitors may be- 
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ifland’a young hog, in very excellent condition, was feen by him and 
fome of his party, but on his difcovering our people he haftily retreated 
into the thicket. Although at no very great diftance from this ifland 
we had {een fuch numbers of turtle, it was fingularly remarkable that 
there was not the moft diftant fign of their reforting to thefe fhores, 
which abounded with white and brown rats, and vaft numbers of land 
crabs. All the birds of the oceanic tribe, common to’ the tropical re- 
g:ons, repaired hither in great flocks, and were by no means bad eating. 
Befide thefe were feen hawks, a f{pecies of brown and white herons, 
rails; a kind of blackbird, and a few others, that chiefly inhabited the 
woods; which, with fome ducks and teal, were what was obferved 
principally to compofe the feathered race. A great variety and abun- 
dance of excellently-good fifh frequented the fhores; fharks alfo were 
very numerous, and the moft bold and voracious I had ever before 
feen. Thefe affembled in the bay in large fhoals, conftantly attended 
on our boats in all their motions, darting at the oars, and every thing 
that by accident fell, or was thrown overboard. They frequently 
took the fifh from the hooks before they could be got clear of the 
water, and what was fill more fingular, when one of their own fpecies 
was fo taken, and they perceived he could no longer defend himfelf, he 
was inftantly attacked, torn to pieces, and devoured by his companions; 
whilft’yet alive; and, notwithftanding that thefe monfters fubjeéted 
themfelves to be greatly annoyed by the harpoons, knives, &c. of our 
people, by which they recetved many deep wounds, yet even that did 
not deter them from renewing the attack upon the one which was caught; 


-until every part of the victim’s flefh was thus torn from its bones. On 


this occafion we had an opportunity of obferving, that it is erroneous to 
fuppofe the fhark is under the neceflity of turning on his back for the 
purpofe of taking his prey, as thefe fharks moft commonly attained their 
object without firft turning themfelves, as has been generally believed. 
‘The general warfare that.exifts between fea-faring perfons and thefe — 
voracious animals, afforded at firft a f{pecies of amufement to our peo- 
ple, by hooking, or otherways taking one for the others to feaft upon; 
but as this was attended with the ill confequence of drawing immenfe 
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numbers round the fhip, and as the boatfwain and one of the young gen- 
tlemen had both nearly fallen a facrifice to this diverfion, by narrowly 
efcaping from being drawn out of the boat by an immenfely large fhark, 
which they had hooked, into the midft of at leaft a {core of thefe voracious 
animals, I thought proper to prohibit all further indulgence in this {pe- 
cies of entertainment ; which, independently of its being likely to be 
attended with ferious confequences, was in itfelf of too cruel a nature to 
be witneffed without pain. Thefe fharks appeared to be of three dif 
tinét forts; the moft numerous were of the tyger kind, thefe were beau- 
tifully ftreaked down their fides ; the other forts were the brown and the 
blue fharks; and it was fingularly remarkable, that although they all vo- 
racioufly devoured the two former, yet when one of the latter was caught, 
it remained unmolefted by the reft, and even when killed, and cut up, 
its flefh was not eaten by its companions. 

The other kinds of fifhes that fell under my notice, befide thofe com- 
mon to the tropical feas, were two forts of bream, the large {napper of the 
Welt Indies, a fort of rock fifh, and another kind :commonly called yel- 
low tail ; thefe were all very excellent, and took the hook readily ; and to 
thofe who may follow us, and ftand in need of refrefhments, they may 
provea molt defirable refource ; and there can be little doubt but that per- 
fons under fuch circumftances would foon fall upon fome expedient, to 
eyade the inconvenience to which they might be liable from the extreme 
vigilance of the fharks. Nor is it improbable, that on a more minute 
examination, the furface of this little ifland may be found to produce 
many articles of refrefhment ; but as we did not ftand much in need of 
any, excepting the neceflary article of water, our attention was undire€ted 
to fuch inquiries, being wholly engroffed in ufing every poflible means of 
difpatch in providing ourfelves with thofe few particulars with which we 
could not difpenfe. | 

We happily ftood inno great need of fearching for refrefhments at any 
great diftance from the fhores of the ifland; for, excepting that I conti- 
nued to be int¥'a very feeble and debilitated ftate, theré was not on 


board: either of ‘the veffels \a! fingle’ individual; who was not in the 
higheft ‘health imaginable: In confequence of the indifpofition under 
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pan which I had fo long laboured, I was only able to go once on {hore in 
each of the bays, or I might poffibly have acquired moré knowledge re- 
fpe€ting this fmall though valuable fpot of land. The comfort we derived 
from the water and the few other fupplies there obtained juftly intitled it 
to our confideration; and as from its fituation it is not unlikely that it 
may becomea place of importance to thofe whofe purfuits may direét them 
to this part of the pacific ocean, I truft I fhall be excufed for haying 
dwelt fo long on a fubjeét which I could not but regard as deferving at- 
tention; not only as far as it refpetts the productions of the ifland, but 
alfo to fhew, that the defcription of the ifland of Cocos given by Dampier 
from the obfervations of others, and that flated by Lionel Wafer from 
his own, are either extremely inapplicable to its prefent circumftances 
and appearance, or have reference to fome other ifland in its neighbour- 
hood. It is much to be regretted that Dampier had not himfelf 
-vifited this ifland, as from the great accuracy of moft of the obfervations 
made by that judicious traveller, few doubts could have arifen concerning 
the identity of the ifland he meant todefcribe. I am more inclined to at- 
tribute this deviation from the truth to mifreprefentation, than to any 
other caufe, from our having acquired a tolerably competent knowledge 
of that part of the ocean between the 5th and 6th degrees of north lati- 
tude, for at leaft 4 degrees of longitude to the weftward of the ifland in 
queftion, in which fpace there is not much likelihood of there being any 
other iland. : 

- For the purpofe of commemorating our, vifit to the ifland of Cocos, I 
direéted that the date of our arrival, with the names. ofthe veffels and 
the commanders, {hould be cut on the fame rock where the other infcrip- 
tion was found; the two former I underftood was executed, but it feems 
that fome obftacle-arofe to prevent the infertion of the latter... The 
reafons before ftated for fuppofing that this 1fland may hereafter prove 
ufeful to thofe who. may traverfe thefe feas, demanded that the utmoft. 
attention fhould be paid to the fixing with accuracy its true pofition. By 
the refult of all our obfervations, comprehending 152. fets,*taken between 
the 29th of december’1794, and the 16th of january 1795 ; and 154 fets 
taken afterwards —— the 28th of january, and the 26th of february 
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following, the longitude of the anchorage deduced thus from thele 306 
fix obfervations, appeared to be as follow: 


The mean of 37 fets-on both fides ) before our arrival by. 
‘Mr. Whidbey, 272° 54’ 46" 


Ditto 37 ditto ditto Mr. Baker, 273° 1 43. 
Ditto 37 ditto ditto Mr. Manby, 273 3 3 
Ditto 38 ditto ditto Mr.-Orchard,; 273 4 58 
Ditto 3 ditto ditto Myfelf, 298) 2 BF 
_,/ Ditto g2 ditto after ourdeparture Myfelf, 273 8 42 
Ditto 34 ditto ditto Mr. Whidbey, 273 10 98 

~. Ditto 36 ditto | ditto Mr. Baker, . 273 14 55 
. Ditto 25 ditto ditto Mr. Manby, 272 53 15 
Ditto 27 ditto ditto Mr. Orchard, 273 21 59 


The mean of the whole 306 fets colleétively taken, and 
reduced.to the anchorage by Arnold’s No. 14, according to 
its new, rate, fhewed the truelongitudetobe . - ~_ 079 5 34 


_From.this authority, and from feveral {ets of altitudes of 
the fun carefully taken whilft in the bay, the errors and rates 
of the chronometers were found to be as follow : 


Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean. time at!Greenwich at noon 


on the, a7th of january 1795, - - A 5° 41° 9” 20” 
And to be gaining per day on mean time at the rate of 20 2 
Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich at fame 
time, - : - » - - 12,11 18 20 
And to be gaining per day on mean time, - 41 5 
Kendall’s faft of mean time at Greenwichat fame time, 10 21 1 9g 20 


And to be gaining per day on mean time - 21 365 
The latitude by twenty meridional altitudes of the fin | 

and fea horizon, by the back obfervation taken by five 

different obfervers with different inftruments, and varying P 

from 5° 33' to.§°.37' 20", fhewed the mean refulttobe — §°g5/ 12”. 
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The longitude according to the Monterrey rate was, . 


WH. By Arnold’s chronometer, \No. 14, - -= 279° 36) 40" 


Wrednef. 28. 


Ditto ditto 176, | - 274 47 55 © 
And by Kendall’s, a d 4 nO-wIbyA iogiaie 

By which it appeared. that No. 14 was ike Hot NO 
176, 42’ 20", and Kendall’s chronometer, 1° 49 55" 
to the eaftward of the true longitude. 

The variation of the pemipals by’ four fets of azi- 
muths differing from 8° 14’ to i 21’, fhewed the mean 
refult to be - - - - 7 45 eaftwardly. 

The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle, 3 

sMarked End, -North Face Eaft, © - - be - 19° 47° 
Ditto - ditto Weft, ».. - - » OWGuag 

- Ditto South:Face Eatt, - - - 19 17 
Ditto ditto Weft, - - « 19 40 

Mean inclination of the horth pets of the ii yn dipping 
needle, ©. - . - os - US 

The rife and fall of the tides were, by the fhore, found to be very con- 
fiderable and regular twice in the twenty-four hours without any appa- 
rent ftream, and were not in the leaft influenced by the currents. The 
night tides appeared to be the higheft; and were eftimated to rife nearly 
ten feet perpendicularly, though the furf was too high to admit of any 
corre€t meafurement. The time of high water was pretty clearly afcer- 
tained to be about 2" 10’ after the moon pafles the meridian. 

Having, as*before ftated, put to-fea from the ifland of Cocos, on the 
evening of the 27th of january, and having no intention of {topping fhort 
of the ifland of Juan Fernandez, or fome port on the coaft of Patagonia, 
for the purpofe of again recruiting our water and ftore of fire-wood, the 
fhip’s courfe was direéted fouthwardly, but with fo gentle a breeze during 
the night, that-although we had all fail fet, yet, in the morning of the 
28th, the ifland continued in fight until about nine in the forenoon, 
when it bore by compafs Nn. 30 w., diftant forty-fix miles; fhortly after 
this time we loft fight of it, not from its being beneath the horizon, but 
from its being obfcured by clouds and an hazinefs in the atmofphere. At 

noon 
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noon the obferved latitude was 4° 49’, the longitude 279°17'; by which 
it appeared that, fince quitting our anchorage, a current had fet us in a 
dire€tion s.12 £., eighteen miles. In the afternoon fuch immenfe fhoals 
of fifhes were playing about on the furface of tlie water as to be miftaken 
at firft for breakers. ‘During the night the wind was very light from 
the weftward, and on the following morning the weather was calm, with 
very heavy rain; but in the forenoon, although the atmofphere continued 
very gloomy, we procured the neceflary obfervations to fhew the latitude 
to be 3° 20’, the longitude 273° 25, whence we appeared to have been 
fet by a current 46 miles, in a direétion s.5 £.; a few turtles were this 
day about the fhip, fome of which were taken. In the afternoon we had 
a light breeze variable between the eaft and s. s.£., with which we f{tood 
to the fouth-weftward; the night was nearly calm with very heavy rain, 
but the next morning we had again a fouth-eafterly breeze with fome rain, 
which in the forenoon ceafed, and permitted us to obferve the latitude at 
noon to be 2° 35’, which was go’ to the fouth of what was fhewn by the 
log. With a moderate breeze, varying between s. by w. and s.r. we 
ftood on fuch tacks, as would enable us to make the beft of our way to 
the fouthward, and at noon on the 91ft the obferved latitude was 2° 11’, 
the longitude 272° 12’, from which it appeared that the current during 
the laft twenty-four hours had fet us 12 miles to the fouth, and from the 
egth at noon 41 miles to the weftward. Since leaving the ifland of 
Cocos we had obferved many riplings on the water, and had experienced 
an uncomfortable irregular {well from the fouthward. On the 1ft of 
february the weather became more pleafant, and the wind at s.s.F. blew 
fo fteady a breeze, that I concluded we had at length reached the regular 
trade wind. In the forenoon we pafled by fome fea weed and drift wood, 
a cocoa nut, and a ftick of fugar cane about nine feet long; all of which, 
excepting the former, appeared to have been no great length of time in 
the water. The obferved latitude at noon was 1° 31’, longitude 270° 26’; the 
former agreed exaétly with the log, but by the latter we appeared to have 


been fet fince the preceding noon 10 miles in a weft direction. The vaft 


- numbers of fifh that ftill attended us afforded us a very profitable amufe- 
' ment, and many birds were ftill about us. The wind which now hung 


; 


Vox. IIL. 3C far 


377 


1795: 
January. 


Thurfday29. 


Friday 30. 


Saturday 31. 


February. 
CS 
Sunday 1. 


378 


1795+ 
February. 


(ees tse 


Tuelday 3. 


A VOYAGE OF DUNSXOVER Y 


far to the fouth, obliged us to make a much more wefterly courfe than I 
could have wifhed, as I had entertained hopes of being able to pafs 
near enough to the Gallipagos iflands to have had an opportunity of 
afcertaining their true fituation; but as the wefternmoft of them are faid 
to be under the meridian of the ifland of Cocos, which was now nearly 
three degrees to the eaftward of us, the chance of fucceeding in this ex- 
pectation was now fo little, that I gave up every idea of accomplifh- 
ing that object. 

Land was difcovered on monday forenoon to the w.s.w.; it then ap- 
peared to be a very {mall ifland, which at noon bore by compafs s. 72.W., 
8 or g leagues diftant. As our obferved latitude was 1° 26%, longitude 
268° 49’, and the variation of the compals 8° eaftwardly, we appeared to 
have been fet in the courfe of the laft twenty-four hours 10 miles to the 
north, and 28 miles to the weftward. The influence of this current fet- 
ting to the w.N. w. was very perceptible, for although with a light air 
of wind during the afternoon our courfe was direéted to the fouth-weft- 
ward, yet fo rapidly were we driven in the above direétion of the cur- 
rent, that, at fun-fet, this ifland bore by compafs s. 46 w., and another 
ifland, which had been difcovered about an hour and an half before, 
bore, at the fame time, N.72 w. During the night we had a light. 
breeze from the s.s.w., with which we ftood to the s.z.; but fo far were 
we from ftemming the current, that, at day-lignht on the following morn- 
ing, the firft of thefe iflands bore by compafs s. 68 ., diftant 6 leagues, 
and the fecond v.17 w., 12 miles diftant. At fuch a rate had we been 
driven by the current between thefe iflands, that, notwithftanding we 
ufed every endeavour to preferve our ftation by keeping as the wind 
veered on the moft advantageous tacks, yet, at noon, the firft ifland bore 
by compafs £. by s., at the diftance of g leagues, and the other v.N.5.4 £., 
at the diftance of 17 miles. In this fituation the obferved latitude was 
1° 28’, longitude 267° 49’, by which the current appeared to have fet us, 
fince the preceding day at noon, ten miles to the north, and fifty miles to 
the weftward. 

In paffing between thefe iflands, which lie from each other n. 42 w. 
and s.42 £., at the diftance of twenty-one miles, we obferved neither 
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danger nor ob{truétion; the fouthernmoft, which is the largelt, did not 
appear to exceed four miles in circuit, and the northernmoft about half 
a league ; the former is fituated in latitude 1° 22’ 30”, and longitude 268° 
16’. Its north-weftern fide forms a kind of long faddle hill, the north- 
ern part of which is higheft in the middle, and fhoots out into a low 
point, which at firft fight was confidered by us to be an iflet, but was 
afterwards believed to be united. A fmall peaked neck or iflet lies off 
its fouth-weft fide, which, like all the other parts of it,-excepting that 
towards the north, is compofed of perpendicular naked rocky cliffs. On 
the low north-weft part we faw what we fuppofed to be trees, but we 
were by no means certain, for the ifland in general prefented to us a very 
dreary and unproductive appearance. The northernmolt ifland rofe in 
naked cliffs from the fea, off which are two fmall iflets, or rocks ; that on 
its eaft fide is remarkable for its flat table top, and for its being perfo- 
rated nearly in the middle. The fituation of thefe iflands, the eaftern- 
moft being nearly 5° to the weftward of the meridian of the ifland of Co- 
cos, gave us at firft reafon to fuppofe them a new difcovery, and not a 
part of the group of the Gallipagos, as all the ancient accounts agree in 
placing the Cocos due north from the wefternmoft of that clufter of 
iflands ; but when we took into confideration the very rapid currents by 
which we had been controlled, they eafily accounted for errors to which 
other navigators muft neceffarily have been fubjeéted, who have not, like 
ourfelves, been fo well provided with the means of afcertaining the full 
effe&@ of their influence; which had, fince our leaving that ifland, pro- 
duced a difagreement of upwards of two degrees of longitude in our dead 
reckoning. The decifion of this point remained, therefore, to be deter- 
mined by our further progrefs to the fouth ; for, in the event of the firft 
or fouthernmoft, being Wenman’s ifland, and the moft northern, that 
called Culpepper’s ifland, the northernmoft of that group of iflands, lit- 
tle doubt was entertained of our meeting with more of them im purfuing 
our fouthern courfe; in doing which we were not very expeditious the 
two fucceeding days, as the wind between s.s.w. and s.s.E. was very 
variable in point of {trength ; and although we endeavoured to take every 
advantage it afforded, fo little progrefs did we make againft the adverle 
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current, that, on the 5th, the moft fouthern of thefe two iflands was ftill 
in fight, and at noon bore by compafs Nn. 31 w., diftant 8 or g leagues. 
The obferved latitude at this time was 59’, longitude 268° 27, by the 
dead reckoning 271° 24'; having, in the laft twenty-four hours, been fet 
by the current:feven miles to the north, and forty-eight miles to the welt- 
ward. As we were now approaching the equator, and as the fea was to- 
lerably {mooth, fome further obfervations were made on the vertical in- 
clination of the magnetic needle, which fhewed 


The marked end North face Eaft, - - 70 Bi 
Ditto ditto Welt, - - 8 3 
Ditto South face Eaft, - - 7 28 
Ditto ditto Welt, - - 7.18 
Mean inclination, - - e - 7 28 
The variation of the compafs, at the fame time, - 8 eaftwardly. 


We advanced fo flowly from thefe iflands, that at fun-fet the fouthern- 
moft of them was flill within our view, bearing by compafs N.12 w. 
The wind was moftly at s.s.w. during the night, with this we ftood to 
the fouth-eaftward, and at day-light on friday morning difcovered a more 
extenfive land than the two iflands we had juft pafled, bearing by com- 
pafs from s.10 £. to s.g5£. This land appeared to be very lofty, to 
be at a confiderable diftance from us, and to be divided into three or 
more iflands; but as we approached it the lefs elevated parts were feen 
to be conneéted, fo that, in the forenoon, it feemed to be only divided in- 
to two portions, and even this divifion was rendered doubtful, as we drew 
nearer to it, by the low land rifing.to view until about noon, when the 
whole extended by compafs from s. 42 £. to s.10£., with a detached 
rock s.2w. In this fituation the obferved latitude was 28/ north, the 
longitude 268° 32’; having been fet, in the laft twenty-four hours, by the 
current twenty-fix miles to the weftward. This, however, appeared to 
have taken place in the early part of that day, as fince our having 
made the land in the morning, we had approached it with a light 
breeze, without having apparently been influenced by any current 
whatever. 
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In the afternoon a pleafant breeze fprang up from the fouth-weftward, 
with which we ftood clofe-hauled in for the land, and before fun-fet faw 
very plainly, that what we had for fome hours before confidered to be two 
iflands, was all connected by deprefled Jand on which was a hummock, 
that had alfo appeared like a fmall ifland; and beyond this low land, ata 


- confiderable diftance to the fouthward, was feen an extenfive lofty table 


mountain. The land immediately before us formed alfo towards its eaft- 
ern extremity a fimilar table mountain, and towards its weftern point a 
very regular fhaped round mountain, which, though not of equal height 
to the others, was yet of confiderable elevation, and in this point of view 
feemed to defcend with great uniformity. The eafternmoft, terminating 
in a low point with fome {mall hummocks upon it, at fix in the evening 
bore by compafs s.47£.; the wefternmoft, which terminated more ab- 
ruptly, s.13 w.; and the detached rock, which is fteep, with a flat top, 
s.71 w.. The whole of this connefted land appeared now to form an 
extenfive lofty traét; and as I had no intention of ftopping, the objec 
for confideration was, on which fide we fhould be moft likely to make the 
beft paflage? The fouth-weft wind from its fteadinefs, and the ap- 
pearance of the weather, feemed to be fixed in that quarter, and as we 
approached the fhore we found a ftrong current fetting to windward; I 
therefore did not hefitate to ufe our endeavours to pafs to the weflward 
of this ifland, which under all circumftances appeared to me to be the 
beft plan to purfue. 

We drew in with the ifland until about nine at night, when we were 
within about a league of its fhores, and finding that the windward current 
was the ftrongeft near to the land, the night was employed in making fhort 


trips between the fhores of the ifland and the flat rock before mentioned, 


frequently trying for foundings with 100 fathoms of line without fuccefs. 
The next morning we were nearly up with the weftern extremity of the 
ifland, and as the weather was fair and pleafant with a very gentle breeze 
of wind, I wifhed, whilft the fhip was turning up along fhore, to acquire 
fome knowledge of what the country confifted, and for that purpofe im- 
mediately after breakfaft Mr. Whidbey, accompanied by Mr. Menzies, 
was difpatched with orders to land fomewhere to the fouthward of the 
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ane weftern extremity of the land then in fight, which had been named Cape 

—,-—~ Berkeley. The part of the ifland we were now oppofite to, and that 
which we were near to the preceding evening forming its north-weftern 
fide, either fhoots out into long, low black points, or terminates in abrupt 
cliffs of no great height, without any appearance of affording anchorage 
or fhelter for fhipping. The furf broke on every part of the fhores with 
much violence, and the country wore a very dreary defolate afpett, being 
deftitute of wood, and nearly fo of verdure to a confiderable diftance 
from the fea fide, until near the fummit of the mountains, and particu- 
larly on that which formed nearly the north-weftern part of the ifland ; 
where vegetation, though in no very flourifhing flate, had exiftence. 

The obferved latitude at noon, being then within 4 or 5 miles of its 
fhores, was 72’ north, the longitude 268° 292’; in which fituation the 
fteep flat rock, called Rodondo rock, bore by compafs Nn. 26 w.; the 
eafternmoft part of the ifland now in fight, n.78£., and cape Berkeley 
in a line with more diftant land, fuppofed by us to be another ifland, 
fouth. As we advanced, the regular round mountain affumed a more 
peaked fhape, and defcending with fome inequalities, terminated at the 
north-weft extremity in a low barren rocky point, fituated according to 
our obfervations in latitude 2’ north, 268° 30’ eaft. From it the fteep 
flat rack lies nN. 2w., diftant 12 miles; and the fhores of the north-weft 
fide of the ifland, fo far as we traced them, took a dire€tion about N. 50 £. 
fixteen miles; the wind for the moft part of the day continued light and 
variable between the weft and s.w., but with the help of the current 
which fill continued to run in our favour, we paffed in the afternoon to 
the fouth of cape Berkeley, from whence the fhores to the fouthward of 
that point take.a rounding turn to the eaftward, and fhoot out into low 
rocky points. The interior country exhibited the moft fhattered, broken, 
and confufed landfcape I ever beheld, feemingly as if formed of the 
mouths of innumerable craters of various heights and different fizes. 
This opinion was confirmed about five in the afternoon on the return of 
Mr. Whidbey and his party, from whom I underftood, that about 2 
leagues to the eaft fouth-eaftward of cape Berkeley, a bay had been 
difcovered round a very remarkable hummock, which feemed likely to 
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afford tolerably good anchorage and fhelter from the prevailing winds ; 
but as Mr. Whidbey had little time to {pare, and as the fhores afforded 
neither fuel nor frefh water, he was not very particular in this examina- 
tion, but endeavoured to gain fome knowledge concerning the general 
produétions of the country. During the fhort time the gentlemen were fo 
employed on fhore, thofe remaining in the boat, with only two hooks and 
lines, nearly loaded her with exceedingly fine fifh, fufficient for ourfelves, 
and fome to fpare for the Chatham. Our opinion, that this part of the 
ifland had been greatly fubje@& to volcanic eruptions, appeared by this 
vifit to have been well founded; fince it fhould feem, that it is either 
indebted for its elevation above the furface of the ocean to volcanic 
powers, or that at no very remote period it had been fo profufely 
covered with volcanic matter, as to render its furface incapable of more 
than the bare exiftence of vegetables; as a few only were found to be 
produced in the chafms or broken furface of the lava, of which the fub- 
{tratum of the whole ifland feemed to be compofed. Inftead of the dif. 
ferent fpecies of turtles which are generally found in the tropical, or 
equatorial regions, thefe fhores, however fingular it may feem, abounded 
with that defcription of thofe animals which are ufually met with in the 
temperate zones, bordering on the arétic and antar€tic circles: the 


‘penguin and feals alfo, fome of which latter I underftood were of that 


tribe which are confidered to be of the fur kind, were feen, as likewife 
fome guanas and fnakes; thefe, together with a few birds, of which in: 
point of number the dove bore the greateft proportion, were what ap- 
peared principally to compofe the inhabitants of this ifland; with 
which, from its very uncommon appearance, I was very defirous to have 


- become better acquainted; but we had now no time to fpare for fuch an 


inquiry, nor fhould I indeed have been able perfonally to have indulged 
my curiofity, as I ftill continued to labour under a very indifferent ftate 
of health, which in feveral other inflances had deprived me of fimilar 
gratifications. 

At fun-fet the fteep flat rock bore by compafs n. 5 w., and the land in 
fight from N. 56w. to s.g£.; the former, being the north-weft point of 
the ifland, and the latter, the land that was ftated at noon to beina line 
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with it, {till ata confiderable diftance from us; both of which feemed to 
form very projecting points, from whence the fhores retired far to the 
eaftward; but whether only a deep bay was thus formed, or whether the 
land was here divided into two feparate iflands, our diftance was too 
great to determine. 

In the evening the wind frefhened from the s.s.w., with which we 
plied to the fouthward, and having {till the ftream in our favor, we kept 
near the fhore where the current continued to be the ftrongeft. At 
midnight this breeze was fucceeded by a calm, which lafted until day- 
light the next morning, when, with a light breeze, and the afliftance of 
the current, we made fome progrefs along fhore. As we advanced, 
land further diftant, and apparently detached, was difcovered to the 
S.$.E.; at noon the obferved latitude was 184’ fouth, the longitude 268° 
23’; in this fituation we were oppofite to the land mentioned the pre- 
ceding day at noon. This takes a circular form, and fhoots into feveral 
{mall low projeéting points. From the moft confpicuous of thefe, called. 
cape Douglas, the adjacent fhores take on one fide a north-eaftwardly, 
and on the other a foutherly, dire€tion. ‘The above, being the neareft 
fhore, bore by compafs N. 78 £., diftant five miles; the fouthernmoft part 
of this land in fight s.39 £.; the weft point of the laft-difcovered de- 
tached land, which is named Chriftopher’s point, s.28£.; and cape 
Berkeley n.14 w. The land we were now abreaft of bore a ftrong 
refemblance to that feen the preceding day, equally barren and dreary 
towards the fea-fide, but giving nourifhment to a few f{cattered vegeta- 
ble produ€tions on the more elevated part, which rofe to a table moun- 
tain of confiderable height and magnitude, and is the fourth moun- 
tain of this table-like form of which this land is compofed. 

The wind, during the afternoon and night, blew a gentle breeze from 
the fouthward, but as we continued to be affifted by the current fetting 
to windward, we made fome progrefs in that dire€tion, and were fuffi- 
ciently to the fouthward the next morning to afcertain pretty clearly 
that the laft-difcovered land, now bearing s. 54 £., diftant g leagues, was 
diftinét from the fecond difcovered land, or ifland; and that its weftern 
part, Chriftopher’s point, lies from the fouth point of the fecond-difco- 
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vered land, which is called cape Hamond, s.13£., at the diftance of 
twenty miles. 

Thus concluded our examination of thefe fhores, which proved to be 
thofe of the Gallipagos iflands. The wind now feemed to be fettled in 
the fouth-eaftern yuarter, blowing a fteady pleafant gale; and as the 
weather was fine, we were once more flattered with the pleafing hopes of 
having at length reached the regular fouth-eaft trade wind; we therefore 
made the beft of our way to the fouth-weftward with all fail fet* and at 
noon obferved we were in latitude 44’ fouth. The longitude by the feveral 
chronometers, agreeably to their rates as afcertained at the ifland of 


Cocos, was by Arnold’s No. 14, - - 267° 54' 30" 
Ditto 176, - - 267 52-45 
Kendall’s, - -- - 267 52 30 
but by the dead reckoning it appeared to b - 272) 26 


The variation of the furveying compafs was 8° eaftwardly, and the 
vertical inclination of the marine dipping needle was 


Marked End, North Face Eaft, : _ - 2°50 
Ditto ditto Weft, - - - DAR 
Ditto South Face Eatt, as - - 2 30 
Ditto ditto Weft, - - - 2 30 


Mean inclination of the north point of the marine dipping needle, 2 29 

The very exaét correfpondence of the longitude by the chronometers, 
and which had uniformly been the cafe ever fince our departure from the 
ifland of Cocos, induced me to believe, that at leaft the relative pofition 
in point of longitude of that ifland with thefe would be found corre&; 
and I truft, that the means adopted to afcertain the longitude of the for- 
mer, will not be found liable to any material error. 

On reference to the relative pofition of the land to which our attention 
had been directed fince the 6th of this month, the delineation of its fhores 
from our obfervations, will be found to bear a very ftriking refemblance to 
that of the wefternmoft of the Gallipagos, as laid down in Captain Cook’s 
general chart; and although the fituation of Wenman’s iland does not 
corre€tly agree, yet the correfpondence of the larger portions of the land 
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with the above chart, is doubtlefs a further confirmation of their being the 
fame as is therein intended to be reprefented; from whence I fhould fup- 
pofe,* that the firft and third portions of land feen by us conftituted 
Albemarle ifland, and that the fecond was Narborough’s ifland. Thefe 
names were given by the Buccaneers, as alfo that of Rodondo rock to the 
{teep flat rock, and Chriftopher’s point to the weft point of the third land; 
and under this perfuafion, this is the fouth-weft point of Marlborough 
ifland, Which is fituated according to our obfervations in latitude 50° 
fouth, longitude 268° 34’ eaft. 

From thefe conclufions, all the obje&s I had had in view in fleering this 
fouth-eaftwardly courfe from Monterrey appeared to have been accom- 
plifhed; fince I had not entertained the moft diftant intention of ftopping, 
to make furveys or corre&t examinations of any iflands we might fee. But 
as the fituation of thofe which were lying not far out of our track had 
been varioufly reprefented, I anxioufly wifhed to obtain fuch information 
as would place this matter out of all difpute for the future; and having 
been enabled.to effeét. this purpofe to my fatisfaétion, it was fome recom- 
pence for the very irkfome and tedious paflage we had experienced in 
confequence of the light baffling winds that had conftantly attended us 
after we had paffled cape Corientes; fince which time, to our ftation this 
day at noon, our progrefs upon an average had not been more than at 
the rate of 10 leagues per day. 

I fhall now proceed to ftate, what little more occurred to my knowledge 
or obfervation refpecting that part of the Gallipagos iflands that we were 
now about to leave. The climate appeared to be fingularly temperate 
for an equatorial country. Since our departure from the ifland of 
Cocos the mercury in the thermometer had feldom rifen above 78, and 
for the three preceding days it had moftly been between the 74th and 
76th degree; the atmofphere felt light and exhilarating, and the wind 
which came chiefly from the fouthern quarter was very cool and refrefh- 
ing. The fhores appeared to be fteep and bold, free from fhoals or hid- 
den dangers ; fome riplings were obferved, which at firft were fuppofed to 
be occafioned by the former, but as foundings were not gained when we 

were 
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were in them, thefe-riplings were attributed: to the meeting of currents. 
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The lofty mountains of which this land is principally compofed, except? U—~——4 


ing that which forms its north-weftern part, appeared to us in general to 
defcend with much regularity from a nearly flat or table furnmt, and to 
terminate at the bafe in proje€ting points on very low level land; forthat, 
at a diftance, each of thefe mountains appeared to form a diftiné& ifland. 
This circumftance may probably have given rife to the different {tatements 
of former vifitors concerning the number of this group of iflands; all of 
them however agree in their affording great ftores of refrefhment in the 
land and fea turtles, in an abundance of moft excellent fifh of feveral 
forts, and in great numbers of wild fowl. Our having feen but few tur- 
tles whilft in the neighbourhood of thefe iflands, is no proof that thefe 
animals do not refort thither; for in the fea we faw neither feals nor pen- 
guins, yet the fhores were in a manner covered with them; and in addi- 
tion to this, the parts of the coaft that were prefented to our view, con- 
fifted principally of a broken rugged rocky fubftance, not eafily acceffi- 
ble to the fea turtle, which moft commonly, and particularly for the 
purpofe of depofiting its eggs, reforts to fandy beaches. With refpeét to 
fifh, we had ample proof of their abundance, and of the eafe with which 
they are to be taken; but in regard of that great defideratum, frefh 
water, fome affert that the iflands afford large {treams, and even rivers; 
whilft others ftate them to poffefs only a very fcanty portion, or to be 
nearly deftitute of it. This however is but of little importance, as, 
from their vicinity to the ifland of Cocos, where perpetual fprings 
feem to water every part of that ifland, veffels ftanding in need of 
a fupply, may eafily procure a fufficient quantity for all purpofes ; 
and fince we faw in their neighbourhood many whales which we 
conceived to be of the fpermaceti kind, it is not unlikely that thefe 
{hores may become places of defirable refort to adventurers engaged in 
taking thofe animals. N otwithftanding that our vifit did not af- 
ford an opportcnity for difcovering the moft eligible places to which 
veffels might repair; it neverthelefs, by afcertaining the actual fituation 


of the weftern fide of the group, has rendered the tafk of procuring fuch 
3De information 
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1795. information more eafy to thofe, who may with to benefit by the advan- 
February. 4 : 
Lam tages thefe iflands may be found to furnifh. 
I fhall now take my leave of the Gallipagos iflands, and with them alfo 
of the north pacific ocean, in which we had pafled the laft three 


years. 
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Proceed to the fouthward—The Difcovery fprings her main-mafi—Scurvy 
makes tts appearance—Pa/s the tflands of Maffafuero and Juan Fernan- 
, dez—Arrive at Valpararfo—Vifit St. Fago, the capital of Chili. 
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O N taking our final leave of the north pacific ocean, I could not avoid , February. 


| feeling fome regret in refle€ting, that although I was convinced we had cam 

| very effectually delineated its eaftern fhores, yet that the geography of a 
very large portion of that coaft which gives bounds to its weftern limits, 
ftill remained very imperfeétly, and indeed almoft intirely, unknown to 
Europeans. The examination of thefe parts however had not formed an 
object of the prefent expedition; nor could we, without a complete re-equip- 
ment of both veffels in fome eftablifhed arfenal, have undertaken a fervice 
of that nature with any reafonable profpeét of fuccefs, had it been within 
the limits of my commiffion. The length of time we had now been ab- 

- fent from our native foil, the unpleafant intelligence we had recently re- 
ceived of the flate of Europe, and the defire we had of adding our little 
ftrength to the means adopted for the reftoration of good order and 
tranquillity at home, all combined to reconcile us to any difappointment 


which the thirft for exploring or difcovering new countries might have in- 
fpired; and operated to fatisfy our minds as to the neceflity of making 
the beft of our way towards thofe regions, where our fervices in another 
line of duty might poffibly be more acceptable to our country. 
Our progrefs however was not equal to our wifhes, for by the Wednef, 11. 
11th at noon we had only reached the latitude of 2°3' fouth, when 
the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle was obferved to be, 
Marked 
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Marked End, North Face FEaft, : °° 40’ 
Ditto Ditto Weft, - © 30 
Ditto South Face Eat, - Oo 30° 
Ditto Ditto Welt, - Oo 20 
Mean inclination of the north point - eH Se, 
The variation of the compafs at this time was 7 45 eaftwardly. 


The wind between s.£. and x.s.e. blew a fteady but very gentle 
breeze, and although the atmofphere was moftly free from clouds, yet 
the weather was temperate and pleafant; the thermometer night and‘day 
remaining between 75 and 76. On thurfday in the afternoon the ver- 
tical inclination of the magnetic needle was found to be as under; 


Marked End, North Face Eatft, - Lee. 
Ditto Ditto Welt, - 1 38 
Ditto South Face Eaft, - 1 40: 
Ditto Ditto Weft, - iy 
Mean inclination of the fouth point, - se? © 
The variation of the compafs, : 7 50 eaftwardly. - 


The fame light winds with pleafant weather continued until the fol- 
lowing day, when, after about ten hours calm, a breeze fprang up from 
the s.x., which gradually increafed, and the next day at noon the lati- 
tude was obferved to be 4°15’ fouth, longitude 265°15'. The vertical 
inclination of the marine dipping needle was as follows: 


Marked End, North Face Eatt, 2 fa 
Ditto Ditto Weft, - (signee 
Ditto South Face Eaft, M, hig st 
Ditto Ditto Welt, - 9 Mais i 
Mean inclination of the fouth point, - 5 46 
And the variation of the compafs, - g 7 eaftwardly. 


Since our departure from the Gallipagos iflands we had felt the influ- 
ence of acurrent fetting to the weftward, though this did not appear to 
be of great ftrength, as the error of the dead reckoning in longitude to 
this fituation in the ocean had not increafed more than a degree. 

The extremely bad failing of the Chatham had, throughout this voyage; 
very materially retarded the progrefs of our labours, but fince our laft 

departure — 
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departure from Monterrey the evil feemed to haye much increafed; and 
confidering that our operations to the fouthward might acquire fome 
advancement from our preceding her, I informed Mr. Puget, that I-fhould 
make the beft of my way with the Difcovery towards the ifland of Juan 
Fernandez; and ‘in the event of his not arriving there before our de- 
parture, he was provided with further inftru@ions, which, with fuch as I 
might leave for him at that fation, would be fufficient for his future 
government. After having made thefe neceflary arrangements, we made 
all fail in the Difcovery with a pleafant {fteady gale from the s.s.&. 
Many oceanic birds and numbers of fifhes ftill attended us, and we were 
now and then fortunate in taking fome of the latter. By the evening 
the Chatham was a confiderable diftance aftern, and by the next forenoon 
intirely out of fight from the maft-head; fo that the diftance we had 
gained of her in twenty-four hours could not be much fhort of 5 
leagues. 

Our progrefs now was not only very expeditious, but very pleafant ; 
the wind blew a fteady gale between r.s.5. and s.s..; the fea abound- 
ed with a great variety of fifhes, and was remarkably {mooth; the wea- 
ther, alternately clear and cloudy, with fome flight fhowers of rain, was 
very temperate and agreeable, the thermometer ftanding between 75 and 


77. On faturday in fouth latitude 12° 49’, longitude by 


Arnold’s No. 14, a - - - 255° 3h 
176, a ke Pe ij 255 ° 
Kendall’s, - - - - 254 54 


And by the dead reckoning, continued from the ifland of Cocos, 260 32 
In this fituation the vertical inclination of the magnetic needle was, 


Marked End, North Face Eatft, a“ 29° 5: 
Ditto Ditto Welt, : 23 50 
Ditto ~ South Face Eaft, ~ 23 58 
Ditto Ditto Weft, - 23 18 
Mean inclination of the fouth point, 99.29 
The variation of the compafs, : - 4 55 ealtwardly. 


As we advanced the wind decreafed in its force, and gradually inclined 
to the eaftward and northward of eaft, with nearly the fame pleafant 
1 weather. 
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pee’, weather. On the 26th, in latitude 19° 44’, longitude 253° 45’, the yver- 
_——4 tical inclination of the magnetic needle was found to be, 


Thurlday26."— Mfarked End, North Face Eaft, ‘ 36° 20 
Ditto Ditto Weft, - 36 17 
Ditto South Face Eaft, - 35 23 
Ditto Ditto Weft, - iVGS! 215 
Mean inclination of the fouth point, 35 49 
Variation of the compals, - ” 2 45 ealtwardly. 
March. 


The trade wind during the two fucceeding days was light and variable 
Sunday 1. in the eaftern quarter, and on the 1ft of march we feemed to have reached 
the variable winds, having a frefh breeze, attended with a very heavy 
{well from the north-weftward. The obferved latitude at noon was 


23° 24’, longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, - - Py Ete Yee 
176; - - 254 52 
Kendall’s, - - - 254 53 
And by the dead reckoning, _ = = 260 25 


The variation of the compafs was 4° eaftwardly. In the afternoon we 
again reached the temperate zone; and notwithf{tanding that fince our 
departure from the Gallipagos iflands we had paffed under a vertical fun, 
the height of the mercury in the thermometer had at no time exceeded 
77 degrees. ; 

The north-weft wind continued. with fair pleafant weather until the 

Monday 2, evening of the ed, when it veered to the north, and became light and 

Wednef. 4. variable between .the N.N.£. and E.N.z.. On wednefday, in latitude 26° 
45, longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, 258° 39’, we paffed fome drift wood, 
and we had many birds. and fifhes about the fhip. Some good lunar ob- 
fervations had been lately procured by fome of the officers, which fhewed 
the longitude to be about 5’ to the weftward of Arnold’s No. 14, 18’ tom 
the eaftward of No. 176, and 3’ to the eaftward of Kendall’s chronome- 
ter; the dead reckoning at the fame time fhewing 264° 10’; the variation 
was 4° eaftwardly, and the thermometer from 73 to 75. 

From this time our progrefs was much retarded by the wind being ad- 
verfe, and varying between fouth and £.s.&.; the weather however 

Sunday 8 continued fair and pleasant until the morning of the 8th, when the breeze 


2 frefhened, 
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frefhened, attended by fome fhowers and {mart {qualls ; in one of thefe, 


393 


1795- 
Marche 


the heavieft we had experienced for a great length of time, the head of te y—~ 


the mainmaft was difcovered to have been very badly fprung, about five 
feet below the rigging and about feven feet above, and oppofite to its 
former defective part. ‘The fails on the mainmaft were immediately 
taken in, and on further examination of the wound, the head of the maft 
was feen to be in a very weak and fhattered condition. No time was loft 
in relieving it of its weight, by getting every thing down upon deck that 
was above the top, and the carpenters were immediately employed in 
preparing two anchor ftocks as fi/hes to fupport the maft-head. At noon 
the obferved latitude was 8°, the longitude 259° 32’; the variation of the 
compafs 5° 9’ eafterly, and the thermometer from 70° to72°.__ The wea- 
ther was tolerably favorable for applying fuch remedies to the defeét in 
the maft as we poffeffed ; and on monday afternoon, it being as well fe- 
cured as was in our power, the mizentop-maft was fubftituted for a main- 
top-maft, that being as much as the weak flate of the lower maft was ca- 
pable of fuftaining, and the maintop-gallant-maft was got up fora mizen- 
top-maft. By this unfortunate accident our quantity of canvas was fo 
reduced, that our progrefs towards the appointed rendezvous was ren- 
dered very flow; we however made the beft of our way, with winds very 
variable both in refpeét to force and dire€tion, though generally attended 
with moderate pleafant weather. 

Without the occurrence of any circumftance worthy of recital, we 
paffed on until the 14th, when we found ourfelves in latitude 33° 19’, lon- 
gitude 262° 43, and variation 4° eaftwardly. At this time, to my utter 
aftonifhment and furprize, I was given to underftand from Mr. Menzies 
that the fea {curvy had made its appearance amongit fome of the crew. 
This was a circumftance for which it was not eafy to account. The high 
ftate of health which every individual on board the fhip (myfelf excepted) 
had appeared to enjoy for fome months before, and the refrefhments we 
had been conftantly in the habit of procuring fince our arrival at Monter- 
rey, together with the very pleafant weather that had attended us fince that 
period, all confpired to render the caufe of this unfortunate malady the 
more inexplicable, efpecially as there had not been the fmalleft abatement or 
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relaxation in the meafures I had adopted at the commencement of our 
voyage; but on the contrary, the moft rigid obfervance had been paid 
to all thofe circumftances, which had been proved from experience to be 
the happy and effectual means of preferving that moft valuable of all 
bleflings, health. All thefe precautions and falutary meafures on this 
occafion feemed to have loft their effe&t, for the number of our {corbutic 
invalids increafed, and with them alfo my folicitude, which may probably 
be more eafy to imagine than to defcribe. The baneful effects which feldom 
fail to be confequent on this diforder at fea, filled my mind with apprehen- 
fions for the fafety of our patients; and having prefumed that we had at 
length profited fo much by the experience and indefatigable labours of that 
yenowned navigator Captain Cook, as that by due attention we could on 
a certainty proteét feafaring people from the fatal,confequences hitherto - 
infeparable, under fimilar circumftances, from this malignant diforder, the 
difappointment which I felt on this occafion was inexpreflible. “This was 
the fecond inflance in which it had appeared during the voyage. The firft 
was on our paflage from Nootka to the Spanifh fettlements in- New 
Albion; but I was then in fome meafure able to account for its appear- 
ance, our people having been for many of the preceding months ex- 
poled in a very arduous and fatiguing fervice to moft inclement weather, 
with only the very {mall portion of refrefhments we were enabled to pro-- 
cure during thattime. Thefe reafons did not now exift, and I remained 
in the greateft uncertainty concerning the caufe of its origin, until at 
length it appeared to have been derived from a fource from whence I leaft 
expected it; namely, from a difobedience of my pofitive injunétions 
and orders on the part of the cook, who had been ftri€tly forbidden on 
any account whatever to allow the fkimmings of the boiling falted meat 
to be eaten by the people. Of this difobedience the fhip’s cook, a fteady, 
grave, and valuable man, came aft on the quarter deck and made a vo- 
. luntary confeflion; and f{tated, that he had not only aéted in dire&t oppofi- 
_tion to tay repeated mjunétions in the prefent inftance, but alfo on the for- 
mer occalion; though he had not been induced at any other time during 
the voyage, by the importunities of the people, to tran{grefs, m giving to 
the crew the {kimmings of the boilers to mix with their pulfe, which at 
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both thofe times, but particularly the prefent, they had been able to 
procure in great abundance from their Spanifh friends. 

~On his examination it appeared that he had been lefs fcrupulous in 
complying with the demands of the people, in confequence of arguments 


that had been frequently urged and fupported by fome on board, who ~ 


feemed to be acquainted with the opinions of the ‘prefident of the Royal 
Society, and who ftated, that he conceived that pulfe with any kind of 
greafe was not only-a wholfome food, but alfo very antifcorbutic: 

When the great infipidity of peas or beans alone, without the aid of 
butter, or other qualifying material, is taken into confideration, it is not 
much to be wondered at that a deviation from reftri€tive rules in thofe 
refpefis fhould have taken place, with people fo totally indifferent and 
carelefs of themfelves as are the generality of feamen.- The very unre- 
ferved and feeling manner in which the cook acknowledged his tranfgref- 
fion, andthe contrition he fhewed for having thus departed from his 
duty, intitled him to my full forgivenefs ; on which he earneftly affured me, 
that he would in future attend ftri€tly to my dire€tions, and I had reafon 
to believe that he performed his promife. ‘The cook’s name was John 
Brown, which I feel a fatisfaction in recording, from his having been the 
means of eftablifhing a faét of fo much importance to maritime perfons, 
by the two experiments which his honefty compelled him to make 
known, at the rifk of a punifhment for difobedience of orders. 

All our antifeptics were reforted to, but they did not feem to a& fo 
well as on the former occafion; and fince the number of {corbutic pa- 
tients increafed daily, I had reafon to believe that the pernicious in- 
dulgence which had produced the difeafe, had been a very general pe 
tice amongft the crew. 

With the wind blowing a fteady gale, chiefly between N. N. £. and N. w., 
attended with fair and pleafant weather, we made as much progrefs as 
could well be expeéted in our crippled condition. In the courfe of ‘the 
preceding week we procured feveral very good lunar obfervations for the 
. longitude, which, when reduced by Arnold’s No. 14 to the 18th at noon, 
fhewed their refults to be as follow: 


E e€ 2 The 


Wednef, 18. 


Friday 20. 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


The mean of 31 fets taken by Mr. Whidbey, - 273° 25) BB” 
Ditto 18 ditto Mr. Baker, - 273 36 48 
Ditto 30 ditto . Mr. Swaine, - 273 32 30 
Ditto 37 ditto Mr. Manby, - 273 18 37 
Ditto 30 ditto § Mr. Orchard, 273.17 44 


The mean of the whole 136 fets colleétively taken, 
fhewed what I confidered the true, or nearly the true lon- 


gitude to be, - - - - . 273 25) 30 

By Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, the longitude was 273 0 Be 
176, ditto - 272! 27 

Kendall's, ditto ditto - shot y igig 


From thefe ftatements it fhould feem, that the chronometers were at 
this time materially gaining on the rate now allowed. The dead reckon- 
ing {hewed 280° 1’. The obferved latitude was 93° 50’ fouth, and the 
variation of the compafs 9° 15’ eaftwardly. 

At day-light in the morning a ftrange fail had been difcovered at a 
great difiance aftern, or rather upon our weather quarter; fhe was foon 
found to be drawing up to us, although we had all the fail fet that we 
were able to carry; and as fhe appeared to be a brig, little doubt was en- 
tertained of her being the Chatham; the opinion of her being our confort 
was confirmed about four in the afternoon by her anfwering the private 
fignal, and as fhe had now evidently the advantage of us in poimt of 
failing, we did not fhorten fail, but left her to overtake us; which how- 
ever was not effeéted until about nine o’clock on friday forenoon, when 
Mr. Puget cameon board, and I had the pleafure to underfland from him, 
that, like ourfelves, they had had very fine weather ever fince our fepa- 
ration; and that on the gd of march he had met with a large Spanifh 
merchant {hip named the Rofalie, Antonio Jofeph Valaro, mafter, laden 


/ 


with cocoa and jefuit’s bark from Guayaquil, and bound round cape ° 


Horn to Rio de la Plata, and from thence to Cadiz; having quitted the 
former place on the goth of the preceding january. The commander of 


ihis veflel mentioned the lofs of the fhip Edward of London, which had. 


been unfortunately caft away at a place called Manquiva, and that feve- 
gyal other Britifh veflels, which had been very fuccefsfully employed in 
the 


® 
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the fouthern whale fifhery, had vifited different ports on the coaft of 
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Peru and Chili, where they had been well received; and that the Englifh ~—-- 


were in high eftimation in thofe ‘countries. From this gentleman Mr. 
Puget became informed, that the anchorage at Juan Fernandez was 


-confidered as very bad and greatly expofed; that a Spanifh frigate had 


lately been loft there; and that the ifland afforded but very few refrefh- 
ments. On thefe accounts he {trongly recommended, that in cafe the 
Chatham ftood in need of any articles of naval ftores, that fhe fhould 
repair to the port of Valparaifo, as being the moft likely place on the 
coaft of Chili for procuring fuch fupplies: 

After Mr. Puget had obtained this information, and exchanged with 
Sen" Valaro fome mutual, though trivial marks of civility, they parted, 


and each veffel purfued her courfe with a pleafant gale at E.N.£., which 
~ enabled the Chatham the next morning to crofs the fouthern tropic in 
the longitude of 257° 40’, about a degree and a half to the eaftward of 


our track acrofs that line, about forty hours before them. The winds had 
permitted the Chatham to fteer a more eafterly courfe than we had been 
enabled to do, which, with our reduced rate of failing, had contributed. 


to form this early junétion, and had obtained me a great degree of 


fatisfaCtion, as it had rendered our {topping at Juan Fernandez intirely 
unneceflary. 

The very unferviceable and damaged {tate of our main-maft demanded, 
that we fhould without delay repair to fome port more eligible than this 
land was likely ta prove for adminiftering to our neceffities, efpecially 
as the head of the maft, in addition to the former accident, had upon a 
more minute furvey been found to be very rotten. A defe&t of fo feri- 
ous a nature, admitting of no delay in the application of the moft effeGtual 
remedy, left no doubt in my mind refpeéting the meafures that it would be 
moft defirable to purfue for the accomplifhment of that objet. 

In confequence of the ftrong injunctions contained in my inftructions, 
not to vifit any of the Spanifh fettlements. on this. coa{t, excepting in the 
event of the moft abfolute neceffity, I deemed it expedient to fubmit to 
Mr. Puget, andthe principal officers of the Difcovery, the ftate and con- 
dition of the maft from the carpenters written report, together with that 
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part of my fecret inftructions relative to the matter in queftion. Thefe 
having been maturely taken into their confideration, they were unani- 
moufly of opinion, that for the good of His Majefty’s fervice intrufted to 
my care and execution, and for the prefervation of His Majefty’s fhip, it 
was indifpenfably neceffary that the Difcovery fhould immediately repair 
to the neareft port, for the purpofe of procuring a new main-maft ; fince 
the difabled one, with every repair that it was poffible to give it, would 
ftill be very inadequate to the fervice that might be demanded of it in thofe ~ 
boifterous feas, which at this feafon of the year we muft neceflarily ex- 
pect to encounter in paffing round cape Horn. 

The port of Valparaifo feeming to be the moft likely to fupply our 
wants, and being the neareft to us, our courfe was direéted thither with 
a frefh northerly breeze, and fair and pleafant weather. At noon the 
obferved latitude was 33°55 fouth, the longitude by 


Arnold’s chronometer, No. 14, - 297°) 36" 
| 176, - 276 91 
Kendall’s ditto - - BE sid 
And by the dead reckoning, 2 284 19 
And the variation of the compafs was 10 eafterly. 


About four o’clock in the afternoon the ifland of Maflafuero was feen 
bearing by compafs E.N.E., 11 or 12 leagues diftant. ‘The wind at this 
time blowing a frefh breeze rather to eaftward of north, our courfe was 
direéted to the fouthward of this land; but from its diftance, and the 
approach of night, we were unable to fee much of it. At midnight we 
were pafling within about 4 leagues of its fouthern fide, its centre then 
bearing by compafs nN.15.w. The latitude of the fhip by the log fince 
noon was at this time 34°9' fouth, the longitude by Arnold’s No. 14, 
according to the laft rate was 278°56, and by the lunar obfervations 
brought forward by No. 14, allowing the fame rate, 279° 17’; but as 
the chronometers were evidently gaining, and that very materially, the 
true longitude of this ifland was deduced from {fubfequent obfervations, 
which fhewed its centre to be in 279° 26’ eaft. Its latitude from the 
preceding and following days obfervations, which with the fhip’s.run 
agreed exceedingly well together, was 33° 49’ fouth. ‘This ifland did not 


appear 
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appear to exceed g leagues in circuit: its furface is hilly, rugged, and 1795. 
uneven, and it appeared to terminate abruptly in rocky cliffs at the -~ 
water's edge. During the night we hada frefh breeze with fome {qualls, 
which continued the next morning, when the jury maintop-fail yard was Saturday 214 
carried away; not in confequence of a prefs of fail, but like many others 
of our materials, from being quite worn out and rotten. This was im- 
mediately replaced with another, of whofe ftrength and qualities we had 
-not a much better opinion. At about ten in the forenoon the ifland of 
Juan Fernandez was feen bearing by compafs n.60£. The latitude was 
{hewn by obfervations at noon to be 93° 56’ fouth, longitude by 


Arnold’s No. 14, - - 280° 16' 30” 
190; - - 2799) 18: 
Kendall’s, - - - 280 15 
By the jaft lunar obfervations brought forward 
by No. 14, - - 280 36 30 
And by the dead euloaihe: - 286 51 " 
The variation of the compafs at this time, 13 eaftwardly. 


We had fenfibly felt the influence of a current during the two laft days, 
fetting to the eaftward at the rate of ten miles per day. In this fituation 
the fouth-weft point of Juan Fernandez, or rather what we fuppofed to 
be Goat ifland, bore by compals N.39£., at the diftance of 18 miles. 
In the afternoon we paffed the fouthern fide of Juan Fernandez, at the 
diftance of about 14 miles, which was too indiftinétly feen to attempt any 
delineation of its fhores. Its fouth-weft point appeared by our calcu- 

~ Jations to be fituated in latitude 33° 45 fouth, and longitude correéted by 
fubfequent obfervations, 281° 8’ 47” eaft. Its afpeét in this point of view 
_was not very inviting; the point terminates in a high fteep bluff, its eaft- 
ern part feemed to be lefs elevated, and the whole compofed a group of 
broken irregular hills, forming altogether as rude and grotefque a {cene 
as the imagination can well fancy. 

The wind feeming now to be fixed in the northern quarter,. and being 
to the fouthward of our port, our courfe was direéted to regain the pa- 
rallel of its latitude; this was accomphilhed by monday noon, being then 


by peeyvetion.. in latitude 32°55’ fouth, true longitude 285° 30’; the 
wind 
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wind was ftillat N.w. w., with fair and pleafant weather; the thermome- 
ter from 66 to 68, and the variation of the compafs 13° 42’ eaftwardly. 
Having now got to the northward of Valparaifo, our courfe was fo or- 
dered as to preferve that fituation. This however proved to be a very 
unneceflary precaution, as towards midnight, in latitude 92° 51’, the 
wind, after becoming light and variable, was fucceeded by a frefh breeze 


at fouth, that feemed to be equally fteady and fixed in its dire€tion as 


the northerly wind had been before; fo that we had now again to haul 
to the fouthward, in order that we might keep to windward of our port. 

On tuefday forenoon we gained a diftant view of the lofty coaft of 
Chili to the eaftward. The obferved latitude at noon was 32° 59’ fouth. 
The land at this time was too far off to diftinguifh any of its parti- 
cular parts. The wind blew frefh from the fouth, with which we 
made great progrefs towards the land, and by fun-fet the fhores were 
diftinétly feen to extend by compafs from n.50£. to s.68£., about 
10 leagues diftant. In this point of view, the fea coa{t appeared to be 
compofed of hills of various fhapes and fizes confiderably elevated; 
behind thefe the interior country rofe to a very lofty range of ftupen- 
dous mountains wrapped in perpetual fnow. ‘Thefe were the Andes, 
and when firft feen, which was fhortly after noon, were at the dif- 
tance, I fhould imagine, of nearly 4o leagues; but we had not an op- 
portunity of making the neceffary obfervations for afcertaining that faét. 
We continued to ftand in fhore until ten at night, when, concluding we 
were within 3 or 4 leagues of the land, we tacked and ftood to the 
w.s. w. under as much fail as we could venture to carry, forthe purpofe 
of fetching, if poflible, to windward of Valparaifo. 

At two o’clock on wednefday morning we again ftood in for the land, 
which was very indiftinétly feen, owing to a denfe haze in which it was 
enveloped. The wind at s.s.£. was light, and it was not until about ten 
in the forenoon that we were in with the fhores ; on which there was no 


one circumftance that could indicate our being in the neighbourhood of 


Valparaifo, nor point out whether we were to the north or fouth of that 4 
port, excepting our own reckoning, which fhewed it to be in the former — 


direétion. 
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direétion. I did not think it prudent in our crippled fituation to rifk a 
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difappointment, and for that reafon we ftood off fhore until an obferva- W—+—» 


tion for the latitude could be procured; which by the help of a double 
altitude, was accomplifhed about eleven o'clock, when we bore away in 
latitude 33° 10’ fouth, for a point not far diftant from the place where we 
expected to find the bay of Valparaifo. At noon the above point, 
which was the moft northern part of the coaft in fight, and appearing 
like a {mall rocky ifland, lying clofe to a low or moderately elevated 
projeting point of land, and terminating at the fea fide in a round 
hummock like a bell, bore by compafs n. 43 £.; a rugged rocky iflet 
lying clofe to the main land, near the fouth point of a {mall fandy bay, 
being the neareft fhore, n.64 £., two or three miles diftant; and the 
fouthernmoft part of the coaft in fight, s.£. by s. 

The view we had thus gained of the coafts of the kingdom of Chili 
prefented but little to attra€t the attention, or excite the curiofity, 
of ftrangers. Thofe parts immediately on the fea fhore were com- 
pofed of rude cliffs and rocky precipices, againft which the weftern 
{well broke with unremitting violence. Above thefe cliffs the country 
was varioufly broken by irregular eminences, fome formed of naked 
barren rocks, and others confifting of a reddifh fubftance almoft equally 
unproduétive, on which fome verdure appeared here and there, with a few 
ftunted fhrubs and bufhes, fome of which were at great diftances from 
each other; but nothing like a tree was to be feen, and the landfcape, 


bounded by the frozen fummits of the lofty Andes towering above the | 


lower barren mountains that defcend from them towards the fea coaft, 
exhibited an extremely dreary, defolate, and inhofpitable picture. 

As we proceeded, a low fteep bluff point of land, beyond that which 
terminated our northern view of the coaft at noon, was now feen lying 
in a dire€tion from it, N.51£., about 3 leagues diftant, and which 
proved to be the weftern point of entrance into Valparaifo bay. 

Our attention was now directed in queft'of the “ great rock or {mall 
* ifland” defcribed by Sir Richard Hawkins in 1599, as lying “a as 
“« or better to the fouth of, and a good mark and fure fign of, the pss 
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At firft I was at a lofs to difcover, which of the two noticed at noon was 
Sir Richard’s rock, as both are much further from the bay of Valparaifo 
than he defcribes them to be; but as we advanced, I had no doubt of 
the moft northern being the “ great rock or fmall ifland.” This hes up- 
wards of 9 leagues, in a direftion s.51.w. from the point of Angels, 
which is the weft point of Valparaifo bay, and is rendered ftill more con- 
fpicuous for pointing out the port, by being fituated clofe to a very 
projecting point called by the Spaniards P* Quraumilla, from whence 
the fhores of the main land to the fouthward take a direCtion fome 
degrees to the eaftward of fouth, and thofe to the northward, as before 
{tated, towards Valparaifo. It is alfo the fouth-weftern point of a 
{pacious open bay bounded by a: fandy beach, where anchorage might 
probably be found, but which muft be much expofed; and as feveral 
rocks were obfertved lying ata very little diftance from the fhore, the 
chance is that the bottom may be compofed of the fame materials. 
On the north-eaft fide of this bay a houfe and fome fmaller habitations 
were feen near it, and the country in its neighbourhood appeared to be 
lefs fteril and forbidding than thofe parts to which we were oppofite in 
the morning. Its furface, though unequal, was lefs broken; and al- . 
though it could not boaft of a luxuriant vegetation, yet the naked, rug- 
ged precipices, that formed a barrier again{ft the ocean on each fide of 
the bay, were no longer the general chara¢teriftic of the interior coun- 
try, which prefented a furface of fome foil, on whofe withered herbage 
both flocks of fheep and herds of cattle were feen grazing, on the fides 
of the hills. 

Along thefe fhores, which feemed to be bold, we paffed at the diftance 
of from half a mile to half a league, without difcovering any danger which 
is not fufficiently confpicuous to be avoided; and, with the affiftance of a 
fine foutherly breeze, by two in the afzernoon we were abreaft of the point 
of Angels, off which fome rocks extend to the diftance of about half a 
cable’s length. Thefe we paffed at about twice that diftance, without gain- 
ing foundings. In failing round this point, the country fuddenly opened 
upon us, and prefented a {cene to which we had long been intire ftrangers ; 
the whole of the bay was now exhibited to our view terminated ‘by a 
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fandy béach; near the upper margin of which, and on the fides of the 
adjacent hills was feen the town of Valparaifo; and although from its 
fituation it could not boaft of much pleafantnefs, yet in this point of 
view it appeared to be neat, of confiderable extent, and built with re- 
gularity ; the churches rofe above the other buildings, and the whole 
being defended by feveral forts, all confpired at once to announce, that 
we were again approaching towards the civilized world. 

In the bay and near to the fhore rode feveral fail of merchant fhips, 
engaged in their refpective occupations ; to and from which boats were 
pafling and re-paffing to the fhore, where a very lively fcene was exhibited 
of men and cattle; the whole exhibiting that fort of commercial inter- 
courfe between diftant countries, that the arts and civilization can alone 
carry into effet. This pleafing profpect of at length drawing towards 
our native country, after fo long an abfence amongft the rude, yet hof- 
pitable, nations of the earth, was however not unmixed with forebodings 
of a painful nature, left the intelligence re{peGting the diftra€ted ftate 
of Europe, which we had but too much reafon to apprehend would 
meet us on vifiting thefe fhores, fhould be of a more melancholy com- 
plexion than we had anticipated. 

The wind from the fouthward blowing direétly out of the bay, obliged 
us to make fome trips for the purpofe of reaching a proper fituation for 
anchoring, which was accomplifhed about three o'clock in 10 fathoms 
water, muddy bottom. 

An officer was immediately difpatched to inform the governor of our ar- 
rival, of the occafion of our vifit, and of the affiftance we required. A fhip 
that had been feen in the offing in the morning anchored foon after us, and, 
together with the Difcovery and Chatham, made ten fail of veffels riding 
in the bay; of thefe five fhips and two brigs were Spanifh merchantmen, 
and the other the Lightning of Briftol, a South fea whaler, commanded 
by a Mr. Cook ; from whom we received little encouragement to hope 
for fuch a reception at Vaplaraifo, as we confidered we had a right to 
expect, or as our fituation demanded. Soon after we had anchored, 
however, and during the abfence of Mr. Manby, who was the officer 
fent to the governor, a Spanifh officer came on board with congratula- 
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tions on our arrival from Sen" Don Lewis Alava, a colonel in the army, 
governor of this port, and brother to our friend of that name at Mon- 
terrey. | 

This meflage was accompanied by the ftrongeft affurances on the part 
of the governor of affording us every affiftance that we might require, 
and which might be in his power to beftow, and with hopes that he 
fhould foon have the pleafure of feeing myfelf and officers on fhore, where 
we might depend upon receiving every civility ; adding, that the time we 
might remain at Valparaifo fhould pafs as agreeably as it was in the power 


of himfelfand the inhabitants of the town to render tc. 


It was not eafy to reconcile two reports fo very oppofite, though I 
did not hefitate to give more credit to the latter than to the former, efpe- 
cially as our firft impreffions were received from one not perfectly fober. 
Had I entertained any doubts, my fufpenfe would not have been of long 
duration, for on the return of Mr. Manby, every thing which the Spa- ; 


‘nith officer had ftated was confirmed; and we now underftood, that if 


thofe on board the Lightning laboured under any uncomfortable reftric- 
tions impofed by the governor, it was to be attributed folely to their own 
indifcretion and improper conduét, which had rendered fuch meafures on 
the part of the commanding officer indifpenfably neceffary for the prefer- 


‘vation of good order. 


Mr. Manby informed me that Sen™ Alava had ftated to him, that not- 
withftanding he did not entertain the leaft doubt that Don Ambrofio: 
Higgins de Vallenar, the prefident and captain general of the kingdom 
of Chili, would confirm all the promifes which he then made; yet. 
it was neceffary, before any material operations fhould take place, to 
obtain His Excellency’s fanétion and approbation for their being car- 
ried into effeét. For this purpofe he fhould difpatch a courier that 
evening to the capital, St. Jago de Chili, the refidence of the Prefident, 


‘and where he now was, and he hoped it would be convenient to me 


to make fome communication to His Exeellency by the fame conveyanee, 
on the fubjeét of our vifit, and the fuecours we required, ; 
With this requeft of the governor's I inftantly complied; the meffenger 
was then difpatched, and we were given to underftand that a reply might 
be 
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be expeéted on the faturday or funday following; in the mean time there 
was no reftraint on the officers vifiting the town; the markets were open 
to us to obtain fuch immediate refrefhments as we might require; and 
we were equally at liberty to recruit our ftock of water and of fuel. 

On thefe agreeable communications being made, the garrifon was fa- 
luted with thirteen guns, and on this compliment being equally returned, 
I waited upon the governor, whilft the veffels were mooring by the bower 
anchors ina N.N.£. and s.s. w. direction, a cable each way; the fouthern 
anchor in 10 fathoms, the northern in 16 fathoms water, on a bottom 
of Riff muddy clay. The point of Angels bearing by compafs nN. 35 w., 
diftant about a mile; the faluting fort on the weftern fide of the bay, 
N. 53 w., about half that diftance; the governor’s houfe in another fort, 
s.86w., about three cables diftant; a rocky point running off from the 
town, being the neareft fhore, s.7 w., one cable and a half diftant; a re- 
doubt on a hill, s.5 £.; a confpicuous white church in the village of Al- 
mandrel, s. 65 £.; the eafternmoft fort, N. 83 E.; a remarkably lofty, rug- 
ged, {nowy mountain, terminating partly in a flat and partly in a peaked 
fummit, being a part of the Andes, N. 61 £.; the eaft point of the bay, 
N.57., about a league diftant; a more diftant point, N. 17 £., 3 leagues 
off; and the northernmoft part of the coaft in fight, N. Ow. 

On thurfday morning, accompanied by Mr, Puget and feveral of the 
officers of both veflels, I paid my formal vifit to Governor Alava, and 
had the pleafure of receiving every mark of polite and hofpitable atten- 
tion from him, with repeated affurances that nothing fhould be wanting 
on his part to relieve our wants, or to render Valparaifo as pleafant and 
agreeable to us as its circumf{tances would allow. Thefe ceremonies be- 
ing concluded we returned to the veflels, where our vifit was fhortly 
repaid by the governor, attended by moft of the principal officers and 
inhabitants of the town; and on their coming on board they were faluted 
with thirteen guns. From all thefe gentlemen we received the moft 
prefling intreaties to vifit their families; which civilities we did not fail 
to accept, expreffing our thanks for the cordiality with which they had 


been fo obligingly made. 
The 


495 


1795- 
March. 


(eae pata” 


Thurfday26, 


406 


179 5¢ 
March. 


eee teem 


A VOYAGE OF DISGOVERY 


The day was pleafantly {pent amongft our new acquaintance, who readily 
affifted me in making arrangements for procuring a fupply of the abun- 
dant refrefhments which this luxuriant country afforded. . In doing this, 
my firft care and principal objeét was, immediately to adopt the moft 
efficacious meafures that could be devifed, for eradicating the inveterate 
{corbutie diforder which now prevailed, and which had greatly increafed 
amongft the crews of both veffels. The number of {corbutic patients 
rendered incapable of attending to their duty on board the Difcovery, 
amounted to feventeen. On board the Chatham their number was not 
fo great, though the difeafe was making a rapid progrefs; and I learn- 
ed from Mr. Puget, that on his making inquiry into the caufe of it, he 
had found that the fame pernicious prattice had been indulged in on 
board the Chatham, which had taken place on board the Difcovery dur- 
ing our late long and tedious paflage, that of permitting the fat {kim- 
mings of the boiling falted meat to be eaten by the people with their 
pulfe, and to be ufed for frying their fh; but it did not appear that this 
unwholefome indulgence had been carried to fuch an extent on board the 
Chatham, as it had been on board the Difcovery. In confequence of 
this information, I deemed it expedient that the whole crews of both vel-_ 
fels fhould, in addition to the regular allowance of frefh beef and greens, 
and new foft bread from the fhore, be daily ferved with a quantity of 
grapes, apples; and onions; and I had foon the happinefs of finding, 
that this falutary diet was attended with the defired effe€t of intirely 
eradicating the difeafe. 

Whilft we were waiting for the return of the courier difpatched to His 
Excellency the Prefident, my time was not unprofitably employed; for I 
embraced that opportunity to vifit the feveral warehoufes, and by fo doing 
obtaied a complete knowledge of the quality of the ftores and provifions 
they were capable of affording us. When this was done, I made the necef- 
fary arrangements for receiving them on board the inftant we fhould beat ~ 
liberty to accept them. In the courfe of my inquiries I had the mortifi- 
cation to learn, that there was not a {par, either at Valparaifo, or in the 
country within our reach, of a fize fufficient to be converted into a matt, 
for the purpofe of replacing our difabled one on board the Difcovery. 
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This was a matter of very ferious concern; but as a new maft could not 
here be procured, the only expedient we had the power of reforting to, 
was to ufe our beft endeavours to repair the old one. This I purpofed 
to do by turning the maft end for end, by which means the moft defec- 
tive parts would fall below the deck; where, by the addition of the 
Jifhes we had on board by way of further fecurities, I was in hopes, that 
with great care and attention to the performance of the work, we fhould 
be able to render it fufficiently ftrong to anfwer the purpofe of carrying 
the veffel to England. 

The town of Valparaifo not affording any taverns or places for the 
reception and accommodation of ftrangers, we were obliged to intrude on 
the hofpitality of its worthy inhabitants for fuch conveniencies when we 
vifited the fhore. Thefe civilities were conferred in fo handfome a man- 
ner as at once to relieve us from any idea of our being intruders; the 
pleafure that every one manifefted in entertaining us, completely re- 
moved every fentiment excepting that of gratitude on our parts, for 
the repeated aéts of kmdnefs they fo very obligingly beftowed. Amongft 
the firft to whom we were indebted in thefe refpeéts was Don Juan Bar- 
rara, the collector of the king’s duties, and Don Praeta, the captain of 


the port. We firft became known to thefe gentlemen in their public’ 


capacity, and they had the goodnefs to introduce us to many others of 
their friends, all of whom treated us with the createft politenefs, attention, 
and hofpitality ; but as their houfes were not more than fufficiently large 
for the accommodation of their own refpective families, a lodging on fhore 
was not to be eafily procured. The very indifferent ftate of my health 
at this te however, required that I fhould avail myfelf of this opportu- 
nity of fleeping on fhore, and taking as much of the exercife of the 
country as my ftrength would permit; for this reafon I was induced to 
apply to the governor, to allot apartments for myfelf and a few of the 
officers in fome of the public buildings of the town, with which he very 
obligingly complied; and in the event of our equipment in this port 
meeting with the approbation of His Excellency the Prefident of Chili, 
of which there was little. doubt, the Cafa de Exercicios was appointed 
for our reception and refidence. This building had been ereéted fome 
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years ago as a chapel of eafe, for the purpofe of accommodating the 
country inhabitants who came into the town on fundays to attend divine 
fervice, but who frequently could not find room in the churches ; and it 
had likewife been appropriated for the penitential acknowledgments of 
the women. 

Our time on board was bufily employed in making every thing ready 
to proceed in the fervice we had to perform, the inftant we fhould re- 
ceive the fanétion of the Prefident for fo doing. On faturday evening, 
agreeably to our calculations, the courier returned, and I had the fatisfac- 
tion to receive from His Excellency Sen" Don Ambrofio Higgins de Val- 
lenar, prefident and captain general of the kingdom of Chili, the moft 
ample confirmation of all the liberal offers which had been made to us by 
governor Alava; together with a letter containing the molt polite congra- 
tulations on our having thus far fafely accomplifhed the great objett of 
our expedition, and having at length arrived in a country where nothing 
fhould be wanting within the reach of his power to fupply, that could in 
any way contribute to the reftoration of our health, adminifter to our 
future comforts, or tend to re-equip the veffels, and repair the damages 
which they had fuftained. Thefe obliging and friendly offers were fur- 
ther accompanied by a communication to governor Alava, {tating, that 
if myfelf and fome of the principal officers fhould be inclined to vifit the 
capital, we had His Excellency’s permiffion to do fo; andin the event of 
our undertaking ajourney to St. Jago, the governor was requefted by the 
Prefident to employ his good offices, in feeing that we were properly 
provided for the excurfion. 

_ I embraced the earlieft opportunity to return my moft grateful acknow- 
ledgments to the Prefident, for his extreme politenefs and liberality to- 
wards us; and IJ loft no time in fetting hard to work on the various fer- 
vices which now demanded our attention. My firft and principal objeé 
was to get out the main-maft; for this purpofe, on monday morning the 
fhip was moved nearer in fhore, and moored in 4 fathoms, to infure 
more effectually fmooth water for performing that operation. — After 
this was accomplifhed, on the following morning, the maft was hauled up 
on to the beach between Valparaifo and the village of Almandrel, where 
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“a tent Was erabted: and at the governor's exprefs defire a guard of ma- 
rines from the Difcovery was pofted there, to prevent dred or other 
improper conduét on the part of the inhabitants, as fome of the pinnace’s 
covering had been ftolen the preceding night. 

Whether this application from the governor proceeded from a {fenti- 
ment of delicacy towards us, or whether he confidered that our marines 
would be more adequate to the protection of our property than the Spa- 
nifh foldiers, is not ealy to decide; but it appeared to be a very unpre- 
cedented and extraordinary circumftance, that a guard fhould here be 
requefted by the governor from an Englifh man of war, to do duty in 
the dominions of his Catholic majefty. The marines however were land- 
ed with a ferjeant, and planted as centinels, with pofitive orders from me, 
on.no account to hurt any of the inhabitants, even though they fhould 
be dete¢ted in the very aét of thieving; but to fecure their perfons, 
that they might be dealt with according to their own laws. 


On the maft being examined we had the mortification to find, that the 


damage it had fuftained was greater than we had fufpeéted, as it was 
fprung nearly two thirds through, a little below the hounds. Some 
Spanifh carpenters, in addition to our own, were immediately fet to work 
uponit; and as both the veffels required much caulking, the artificers of the 
country were alfo hired for this fervice. Our fail-makers were employed 
in repairing the old and making fome new fails; the coopers in fetting up 
cafks for the reception of flour, and repairing thofe made ufe of for water; 
and the armourer was making the neceffary tron work for the repair and 
fecurity of the main-maft and other purpoles, whilft thofe remaining on 
board were varioufly employed about the rigging, and in the hold for the 
reception of a quantity of fhingle ballaft. Not being yet pofitively de- 
termined whether our route home fhould be round cape Horn, or through 
the ftraits of Magellan, and our cables and hawfers being worn to the 
laft extremity, a fupply of each fort was ordered to be made for both 
veflels, according to the dimenfions we required; for although we had 
found an abundance of {mall white cordage in the warehoufes, there 
were no cables ; there being little demand at Valparaifo for fuch ftores ; 
nor was there any tarred rope of any defcription, the cordage from 
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four inches in circumference downwards, being all white rope, fuch as 
the Spanifh trading veffels in thefe feas ufe for running rigging. Thefe 
feveral fervices were all put into a regular train of execution; but as the 
following day was the anniverfary of our departure from Falmouth, and 
the commencement of the fifth year of our labours, all work was fuf- 
pended, and the people as ufual had the day to themfelves. They were 
all ferved with a double allowance of grog, and an excellent dinner, com- 
pofed of the various good things that this country fo abundantly afforded. 

All our operations were cheerfully ref{umed the next morning; and on 
my vifiting the artificers employed on the maft, I had the mortification to 
underftand, that on framing the heel of the maft for the purpofe of its 
becoming the head, that end, near to the place where the cheeks were to 
be fixed on to it, was found to be extremely decayed, and {carcely m a 
better ftate than the other extremity. It was however, though rotten, 
not {prung, and having no refource but that of applying the beft remedy 


in our poffeffion, two ftout cheeks made of our fpare anchor ftocks, to- 


gether with two ftrong ji/hes, were fixed to the maft below the partners 
of the main deck, and continued up to its head; and even with thefe ad- 
ditional fecurities, 1t would be but a crippled flick to depend upon: yet 
as we had no alternative, we were compelled to make the ‘beft fhift we 
could, which would neceflarily oblige us to be particularly cautious, 
and to prefs it as little as poflible in our paflage homewards. 

The obfervatory, with the requifite inftruments, was fent on fhore, 
and, as ufual, committed to the charge of Mr. Whidbey, for the purpofe 
of making fuch obfervations as were now become neceflary for afcertaining 
the rates and errors of the chronometers, and for finding the latitude and 
longitude of Valparaifo, Having made this and fome other arrange- 
ments for carrying into effeét the. re-equipment of the veffels, I deter- 
mined to avail mylfelf of the obhging permiffion of the prefident to vifit 
the capital of Chih, and ordered preparations to be made for an excur- 
fion to St. Jago. 

Our party was to confift of Mr. Puget and Lieutenant Johnftone of 
the Chatham, and Lieutenants Baker and Swaine, and Mr. Menzies of 
the Difcovery. I had already made known to governor Alava my in- 
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tention of vifiting St. Jago, who very obligingly gave dire€tions, as Val- 
paraifo did not afford any travelling carriages, that we fhould be pro- 
vided with a proper number of horfes and mules for the expedition; the 
former for our riding, and the latter for carrying our luggage. 

I now had the pleafure of finding that His Excellency the Prefident, 
together with his polite invitation to the capital, had alfo fent two dragoons 
from St. Jago, who were natives of Ireland, in his Catholic Majelty’s fervice, 
for the purpofe of being our guides and interpreters, and for rendering 
us every other fervice that we might require on the journey. Thefe 
people had been long in New Spain; they feemed to be highly delighted 
with the charge now intrufted to their care, and not a little proud of the 
power and confequence that was attached to it; for, as on this occafion 
they bore the immediate order of the Captain-general, they had authority 
to do many aéts from which, in the capacity of dragoons only, they 
were prohibited. This power, amongft other things, permitted them to 
take any horfe or horfes whatfoever, whether in the ftables or at pafture, 
for the purpofe of facilitating the fervice on which they were employed ; 
but as our vifit to St. Jago was purely for recreation, I would not per- 
mit any compulfory meafures to be reforted to for our accommodation ; 
and a fufficient number of horfes was foon procured, at twelve dollars 
each, for the journey thither, and back again to Valparaifo. 

Every thing being prepared, we fet out early on friday morning, with 
a numerous cavalcade; for, notwithftanding this country had been fet- 
tled a great length of time, we were given to underftand that we fhould 
find no accommodation on the road between thefe two principal. towns of 
the kingdom of Chili, excepting fuch as might be met with in the vil- 
lages through which we might pafs or occafionally {top at, and thefe 
would confift only of a fhed or uninhabited empty houfe. A fupply of 
provifions might be depended upon, but there were neither beds, feats, 


tables, nor any fort of convenient or neceflary articles or utenfils to pre-. 


pare them for our table; all thefe, with our cook, we were obliged to 
take with us; and, left we fhould be difappointed of the promifed fhelter, 
we were provided with a tent, which was packed in convenient travel- 


ling trunks, and carried on the backs of the mules, according to the 
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ufual method of travelling in this country. I could not, however, help 
exprefling my concern that the poor beafts fhould be fo much loaded, 
and I objeéted to the weight propofed to be carried; efpecially the poles 
of the tent, which I fufpeéted would prove too inconvenient a burthen 
for them to move under; indeed this circumftance produced fome alter- 
cation between the muleteers and the dragoons; but as there was no ap- 
peal againft the injunctions of the latter, the multeeers and myfelf were 
_ obliged to-acquiefce, and twelve mules were completely loaded with our 
tent and baggage. ‘The horfes that had been hired we thought rather 
too {mall, and not of fufhicient f{trength ; for, befides the weight of their 
rider, they had each a moft enormous heavy faddle to carry; but our 
Irifh guides undertook to anf{wer for their abilities, and the event proved 
that their judgment was to be depended upon. | 

From the town of Valparaifo, which is fituated on a narrow traé& of 
very uneven ground at the foot of the fteep rocky precipices, which, at 
no great diftance from the water-fide, compofe the fhores, there is no 
pafs immediately into the country but for foot paflengers; for the main 
road, which leads into the interior parts of the country, approaches the 
fea-{hore through the village of Almandrel, whither our route was ne- 
ceflarily dire@ed. This village is pleafantly fituated, and 1s on a more 
extenfive border of low land than the town of Valparaifo; but it is 
bounded in a fimilar way behind, by fteep and nearly barren hills.» The 
valleys and plains, however, in its immediate neighbourhaod, are fertile, 
and large gardens were both cultivated for profit, and decorated 
for amufement. From Almandrel a tolerably good, though rather 
{teep, road had been made, in a zigzag way, over a ridge of hills, of 
confiderable extent and elevation, the fummit of which occupied us 
full two hours in reaching. |The old: road between thefe two towns 
being a very bad one, and dangerous to pafs, His Excellency had de- 
termined that a new and more eligible line of road fhould be made; and 
for the more immediate convenience of the inhabitants of St. Jago and 
Valparaifo, this new road, which 1s about fixteen yards wide, had been 
begun from each place, and by that means an eafier and more pleafant 
communication with the adjacent country had already been afforded to 
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the inhabitants of each of thefe towns than they had hitherto enjoyed. 3795- 
We were informed by our guides, that the whole of the new road was Ce ae 
not yet finifhed, but was at that time ina progreffive flate towards com- 
pletion, and that’ we fhould meet the people employed upon it as we 
proceeded. 

Under the prefent circumftances of this road, and whilft the dry fea- 
fon may continue, it is doubtlefs as commodious a pafs as could have 
; been well defigned ; but, from the loofenefs of the foil, and the acclivity 
- of the hills along the fides of which it is carried, it appeared to us that 
it would be liable to great injury in the winter feafon; which, we were 

told, is frequently fubjeét to extremely. heavy rains, that muft neceflarily 

rufh with great impetuofity down the fides of this fteep mountainous 
country. 

Having gained the top of the road, which paffes over a depreffed part 
of that ridge of lofty hills which bind the fea coaft, we arrived in a {pa- 
cious plain, nearly on a level with the fummit of the hills we had now left 
behind us. This plain extended to a confiderable diftance, m a_north- 
eafterly, eafterly, and fouth-eaft direétion, where it finifhed at the bafe 

_ of another ridge of hills, beyond which were feen other ranges varioufly 
diverfified, and rifing in fucceflion one after another; until our view 
was terminated by the hoary head of the lofty Andes, wrapped in 
undiffolving fnow. Had the intervening plain, and the furrounding 
rifing hills, exhibited the verdant produétions of nature, aflifted by the 
hand of man, the landfeape would have been beautiful in the ex- 
treme, but this was not the cafe; and the apparent fterility of the wide 
wafte, that now encompafled us on every fide, rendered that abundant 
fupply of good things which we had been daily accuftomed to fee in 
the market of Valparailo, a circumftance not eafily to be accounted 


for. 

Inftead of numerous villages, fertile paftures, and fields in high cul- 
tivation, which I had expected to find, after paffing over the hills 
near the fea fhore, an extenfive open defert now appeared before us, 
deftitute of wood, and nearly fo of verdure; as a few ftunted trees 
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only, and fome grovelling fhrubs, were f{cattered at a great diftance from 
each other; and, excepting near the banks of the fluggifh rills of. water 
that crept through the plain, vegetation was fcarcely perceptible; whilft 
the few miferable inhabitants that exifted on its furface, lived in wretch- 
ed little hovels, or huts, made principally of mud. The frames of thefe 
dwellings, of which we had feen about a dozen, were rudely conftruéted 
of wood, and plaftered over with a thick coating of mud; this ferved 
as a wall, whilft the unfmoothed furface of the ground formed the floor, 
and little or no covering appeared on the roof; the whole feeming fearce- 
ly to afford a fhade againft the fcorching rays of the fun; for againft 
wind and rain thefe humble manfions could afford no fhelter. 

At one of thefe mean abodes, about fifteen miles from Valparaifo, we 
{topped to dine. The infide of the dwelling more forcibly difplayed the 
poverty of its inhabitants than had been exhibited by its external ap- 
pearance; for it hardly contained the moft common neceflaries to the 
exiftence of human life; a dirty table, a ftool, a wretched bed in one 
corner, and five or fix crofles, comprehended all its furniture; yet it 
was not without fome decorations of a religious nature; and what full 
more attra€ted our notice, thofe who refided in it not only indulged 
in the luxury of taking the matiee, which is an infufion of an herb im- 
ported from Paraguay, but, to our furprize, the very few utenfils they 
poffeffed for their moft common domeftic purpofes were chiefly made 
of filver. The land about thefe miferable hovels was, like the wide fur- 
rounding waite, in a perfect ftate of nature, without the veflige of any 
labour having been ever beftowed upon it, not even in the cultivation 
of a garden. The few wretched people who inhabit this dreary wild, 
feemed to rely intirely on the bountiful hand of Providence for their daily 
fubfiftence ; and to pafs away their lives, without entertaining a wifh to 
procure the leaft addition to their happinefs or comfort, at the expence 
of any exertion. Indolence and fuperitition appeared to influence the 
whole of their conduét, which was marked with a greater degree of un- 
cleanlinefs and thofe chara¢teriflics that diftinguifh the very loweft order 
of fociety, than I had before witnefled among{t any people who had ever 
had the advantage of living amongft thofe conneéted with the civilized 
world. 
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The mules which carried. our luggage were on the road before us, 
making the beft of their way to the place where we purpofed to reft for 
the night, excepting one fumpter mule, which had accompanied us with 
fome articles of provifions and provender for the day; and by adding to 
our own ftores the fupplies which thefe hovels were able to furnifh, con- 
fifting of poultry, eggs, potatoes, onions, and fruit, we made an excel- 
Jent repaft, whilft our horfes were alfo refrefhed, and prepared to proceed 
with us over this extenfive defert. Having now travelled fome miles 
beyond the extent to which the new road from Valparaifo had been car- 
ried, we found the old one infinitely lefs commodious, and the difference 
between the two was very great indeed. Inftead of the fmooth regular 
furface over which we had*paffed from Valparaifo along the new road, 
this could only be confidered as a beaten track, fometimes leading along, 
or through, deep and irregular ravines and gullies, deftitute of the ap- 
pearance of any labour having ever been applied to reduce the inequa- 
lities of its furface, or to remove any of thofe impediments which conti- 
nually interrupted our travelling. 

The making of the new road had doubtlefs been a work of great la- 
bour; and to a people who are not very induftrioufly inclined, and who 
are all bigotted to former praétices and original habits, it is no wonder 
that the manifeft advantages that muft refult to the inhabitants of the 
country from His Excellency’s wife undertaking, fhould be overlooked, or 
rather not feen by them; and that the execution of his judicious plan fhould 
have deprived him, amongft the lower orders of the people, of much of his 
popularity. For as the thought had firft originated with the Prefident, 
rather than not indulge a contradiétory fpirit, which our guides informed 
us had fhewn itfelf amongft the bulk of the people, the inhabitants 
feemed to be more willing to facrifice their own future intereft and com- 
fort by oppofing this beneficial defign, than to do any thing which might 
promote its fuccels. 

Little variation occurred, in the {cenery already defcribed, in our 
journey in the afternoon, as we faw few objekis to attract our attention 
until towards the evening, when we arrived at the village of Cafa Blanco, 
or, the white houfe. Here our guides propofed we fhould ref for the 
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night, and after travelling twenty-eight miles in a way to which we 
were little accuftomed, we all gladly agreed to the meafure. 

Cafa Blanco is a hamlet, confifting of a neat church and about forty 
houfes in its neighbourhood ; which, with fome inclofures of land under 
cultivation, formed a pleafing contraft to the barren naked country 
through which our day’s journey had been direéted. The principal per- 
fon of the village appeared to be the curate, who having been made ac- 
quainted with our approach, was prepared to meet us, and gave us a like 
hofpitable reception with that which had been fo generally fhewn by all 
the good people of this country with whom we had hitherto met. In 
the exercife of his humanity and good wifhes, our Reverend Friend 
feemed to be much hurt that he had {fo little-to beftow; but as we fortu- 
nately did not ftand-much in need of his affiftance, excepting in one re- 
fpect, that of providing us with a lodging, we foon relieved him from his 
embarrafiment. This gentleman immediately furnifhed us with a houfe, 
over which he held fome authority ; a manfion precifely of the defcrip- 
tion which, we had been given to underftand, we fhould find on the 
road for our accommodation. 

This houfe, if the ftru€ture could be intitled io fuch a name, was fitu- 
ated nearly in the centre of the village, and was fo rudely formed, that it 
could hardly be confidered as the work of a civilized people. Its walls 
were made of driedpieces of earth cut {quare 1 into the fhape of bricks, which 
had been laid on each other when in a wet ftate, and plaftered over with 


the fame fubftance; but by drying unequally the plafter had fallen off in 


many places. Its infide was open like a barn, and confifted of but one 


apartment, which contained nothing but our baggage, that had arrived 
fome hours before us; and had the weather been rainy, it would have 
afforded us but very imperfect fhelter. The floor was no other than the 
ground in its natural, unlevelled ftate; but though it was not remarkable 
for its cleanlinefs, it was {pacious, and in that refpeét more fuitable to the 
purpoles of our party, than the tent we had brought with us. As it, 
however, was totally deftitute of all kinds of furniture, we were obliged 
to refort to our neighbours for fuch temporary conveniences as we fhould 
want, which they very readily fupplied: and whilft our fupper was pre- 
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paring we vifited the iwhabitants in the village, by whom we were re- 
ceived with the moft cheerful affability ; particularly by the younger parts 
of the fex, among{t whom we noticed feveral faces which, even by the 
fide of our fair countrywomen, might have been confidered as pretty, had 
not the intolerably nafty cuftom of painting both red and white, deftroy- 
ed the natural delicacy of their complexion, and impaired the effe& of 
the agreeable affemblage of their features. Their affiduity to pleafe was 
however very engaging, and the evening paffed fo pleafantly, that the 
fatigue of the day’s journey was, I believe, intirely forgotten by moft of 
us. The houfes of this village being all white wafhed, gave it a tidy ap- 
pearance, which, as we approached, impreffed us with a belief that we 
fhould find thefe dwellings infinitely fuperior to the wretched hovels wé 
had paffed in the courfe of the day; but we had the mortification to dif 
cover, on accepting the invitations of the principal people, that the fame 
want of cleanlinefs prevailed, and that wretchednefs, indolence, and 
fuperftition was exhibited here in as great a degree, as amongtt the cot- 
tagers on the fun-parched defert. The only difference that we could 
difcern, between thofe people and the inhabitants of Cafa Blanco, con- 
fifted in the fuperiority of the external habiliments of the latter, who 
had evidently dreffed themfelves in their beft attire for the occafion. 
Our time was agreeably engaged until {upper was ferved, when we 
were favored with the company of every inhabitant, I believe, belonging 
to the village; the principal perfons partook of our repaft, whilft the 
others feemed to be equally gratified in the opportunity that was afforded 
them, of fatisfying their curiofity with a fcene fo novel and unexpected in 
their country. The glafs went cheerfully round, and our new friends 
did not retire until a late hour. Our blankets were then {pread, but the 
night did not pafs fo pleafantly as the evening had promifed; for our reft 
was moft tormentingly difturbed by the vermin, which had been gene- 
rated by the former filth of our habitation, and which now took revenge 
upon us ftrangers, for having endeavoured to difpoflefs them of their 
ftrongholds by {weeping out the place. When we arofe in the morning 
we found ourfelves but little refrefhed, owing to the great annoyance we 


had fuffered from myriads of bugs and fleas, Early the next morning- 
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we again fet out,’ and foon arrived at the foot of that range of hills that 
gives bounds to the plain on which Cafa Blanco 1s fituated. Thefe hills 
appeared to rife with a quicker afcent, and to a greater height above the 
plain we were then quitting, than the firft ridge had feemingly done from 
the fea fide at Almandrel. The new road here led acrofs the lefs elevated 
part of the ridge, notwithftanding which, it was fo fteep that it was ne- 
ceflary to cut the road in the fame zigzag diagonal way as before, and 
in its courfe from the bafe to the fummit of the hills, it made twenty-five 
returns or angles. 

On this intermediate part of the new road the labourers were at work ; 
and we underftood from our guides, that as a fuflicient number of people 
could not be procured to carry the whole of the defign into execution at 
once, his Excellency the Prefident (having the comfort, convenience, 


and ‘intereft of the inhabitants much at heart) had, in order to facilitate the — 


intercourfe between thefe two great towns, ordered the moft difficult and 
dangerous parts of the new line of road to be firft made paflable and 
commodious. The road here was of the fame width, and equally well 
made, with the part before defcribed; but as the foil confifted of the fame 
loofe fandy materials, it muft neceffarily be liable in the winter feafon to 
the fame difadvantage I have before ftated, from the defcending torrents 
of rain. 

We had here for the firft time an opportunity of feeing the peafantry 
of the country in a labouring capacity, and we could not help remark- 
ing, that their ina€tivity in the performance of their work could only be 
equalled by the humble means they poffefled for carrying it into execu- 
tion. There were about fifty men at work with common pick axes and 
fhovels; and to fupply the place of wheel-barrows for the removal of the 
earth from the higher to the lower fide of the road, the hide of an ox 
was {pread on the ground, and when as much earth was thrown upon it 


_ as would require the firength of two men to remove, the corners of the 


hide were drawn together by each of them, and in that ftate dragged to 
the depreffed fide of the road, and emptied where requifite, to preferve a 
gentle flope in the breadth; or elfe difcharged over the brink, and fent 
down the fide of the hill. ‘The rocky parts, which were frequently met 
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with, wére blown up with gunpowder; and the fragments, which fome- 1195- 
times were very large, infiead of being beaten mto {mall pieces for the ets ee 
purpofe of making a more folid foundation for the pafling of carriages, 
were all moved to the lower fide of the road, and, like the earth, thrown 
from thence down the hill. By this injudicious practice the earth from 
the higher fide, which in moft places might have been contrived to have 
made a parapet along the brink, was not only carried down by thefe 
mafly fabrics of rock, but in many places the ground was torn up by 
them in their paflage down; andas it appeared to us that the brink was 
to be left imthis open ragged fate, the defcending rains muft foon caufe 
gullies that will injure the road, and do it confiderable damage. The 
fuperintendents, however, feemed to have been aware that the torrents of 
water, defcending from the upper fide of the hill above where the line 
of road paffes, might have the effet in rainy weather of wafhing away 
the loofe materials of which the road is compofed; for a channel was cut 
along the fide of the road neareft the mountain to receive fuch water, and 
to carry it down its inclined plane; but it appeared to us to be too fmall, 
and too much like a gutter to anfwer the purpofe for which it was in- 
tended. The lower fide, or brink, had neither bank of earth, nor rail of 
wood, as a fence; nor did we underftand that any fort of proteétion was 
defigned to be made, the want of which gave it a very unfinifhed naked 
appearance, and in fome places, where the lower fide paffed over a fteep 
part of the hill, or over perpendicular precipices formed by the rock, it 
appeared to be dangerous in a high degree; for in the night, or in the 
event of a horfe taking fright, or falling near this outer unprotected fide, 
there can be little chance of the animal or its rider efcaping unhurt. In- 
deed it did not appear to us to be prudent to venture too near to this 
fide in the day time, as the road had already crumbled down the hill, 
and had fallen into deep holes in many places. 

_ The labourers, I was informed, received their provifions, and a rial 
and an half per day, which according to the rate at which we receiv- 
edthe dollar, (viz.) at three fhillings and nine-pence each, makes the 
amount of their daily wages about feven-pence fterling, and the value of 
their food cannot exceed a groat. Thefe circumftances made it appear to 
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us very extraordinary, that ina country where the expence of labour 
did not exceed eleven pence per day, more perfons. were not employed 
in agriculture, and other rural improvements ; efpecially as the foil and: 
climate feemed to be well adapted for cultivation, and the fituation of 
the country infured a ready market for every kind of produce; of which, 
there could be no doubt, an abundance would eafily be procured, to re- 
ward. the labours of induftry. By the introduétion of a greater propor- 
tion of the common necelfaries of life, and by the obtaining a few of its 
comforts, it is reafonable to fuppofe that a general f{pirit for exertion 
would be diffufed amongft the lower orders of the people, who might 
be taught, by encouragement, to prefer a life of diligence and a€tivity 
to that fupinenefs which at prefent difgraces the larger part of the com- 
munity. The fubmiflive obedience that is here paid to every regulation 
or reftraint impofed by the priefts, gave us reafon to believe that it might 
be within their power to infift that each individual fhould employ him- 
felf, or be employed by others, a certain number of hours each day, 


either in his own garden, or in the general hufbandry of the country; 


for which certain rewards, proportionate to the exertion, fhould be 
afficned as an incentive to a life of induftry. This would foon produce 
an inclination for employment, which would not only promote the ge- 
neral happinefs of the people, but would be the means of fecuring to 
every one, in proportion to his diligence, the comforts that would cer- 
tainly arife from this change in the prefent ceconomy of their lives. In: 
ftead of the univerfal apathy to work that feemed to pervade the whole 
of the labourmg clafs, who were dragged to their employment, without 
any felf-impulfe, like an ox to the yoke, their daily labour would be un- 
dertaken with alacrity ; and, in looking forward to the advantages that 
would refult from their exertion, they might foon be ftimulated to. pre- 
fer the habits of induftry to thofe of fupinenefs and indolence. 
On.reaching the top of this range of hills, we could plainly difcern the 
neat-looking village of Cafa Blanco, which added greatly to the appear= 
ance of the country we had left behind. The road forward to St. Jago. 
defcends on the north-eaft fide of thefe hills, but it had not fo many an- 
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gles or returns in it as that by which we had afcended on the other fide, 


becaufe the intermediate valley, between this range of hills and the moun- 


tains before us which we had yet to pafs, was confiderably more eleva- 
ted from the level of the fea, than the plain on which Cafa Blanco is 
fituated, 

After breakfaft, we proceeded on our journey along a very narrow 
path, which, without a guide, might have been eafily miftaken, as there 
were many fimilar to it, in various dire&tions, through a foreft of {mall 
trees, that continued for about four miles. About four in the afternoon 
we {topped at a mud hovel, at the diftance of nearly five miles from 
the mountain of Praow. The country we had paffed through poffeffed 
little to entertain, and lefs to intereft, the traveller; its general charac- 
ter was fimilar to that over which we had pafled before, excepting that 
it was more wooded, without any objects to vary the f{cene ; and being 
much fatigued with our new mode of conveyance, and the heat of the 
weather, the advice of the dragoons to make this {pot our refting place 
for the night, was willingly acceded to by all parties. Some lamb and 
poultry were foon procured for dinner, which was dreffed by our cook, 
and both proved to be very good. Our table was fpread under the 
fhade of fome vines clofe to the hovel, where we were attended by a few 
peafants brought thither by curiofity, who condu@ed_ themfelves very 
refpeétfully. We retired very early to our blankets, which, as before, 
were {pread in the hovel on the bare ground. 

By the recommendation of our guides, we were on horfeback at three 
the next morning, that we might avoid the intenfe heat to which, they 
ftated, we fhould be expofed in afcending the lofty fummits cf Praow; 
we aecomplifhed this before fun-rife by the new road, which made thirty- 
two paffes or returns on its fide, cut out in a manner fimilar to the other 
parts of it over which we had already travelled. In afcending at this 
early hour, we found the air fo very cool, that great coats or warmer 
clothing would have been very acceptable; and we all were of opini- 
on, that the confideration which had tempted our guides to recom- 
mend our travelling thus early, was more to infure a refting place the 
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next evening amoneft fome of their particular friends, than to avoid: 
§ S P 


the heat; a meafure on which, however, much of our comfort might ' 


very poflibly depend. 
From the top of Praow the landfeape was very interefting. To the 


eaftward {tretched the extenfive valley in which St. Jago is fituated, and: 


which was terminated by the lofty ftupendous Andes, whofe fummits ex- 
liibit perpetual winter. In the oppofite dire&tion the view of the coun- 
try was not lefs worthy of our attention; a great number of mud hovels 
were now difcerned, that had before efcaped our notice as we had tra- 
velled along, and we now underftood that the valley through which we 
had juft pafled was confiderably more inhabited, efpecially near Praow, 
than thofe parts of the country nearer to Valparaifo. The people are 
chiefly peafantry, whofe principal employment is to take care of fome 
oxen and fheep that feed in the vicinity of their feveral huts. 

' We defcended Praow to the north-eaft, by fewer pafies than we had 


afcended on its oppofite fide, as the valley in which St. Jago is built is” 
much higher than the other two acrofs which we had travelled; the ¢e-" 


neral chara€ter of the country being that of an inclined plane rifing 
towards St. Jago, although its furface is broken by the ridges of 
mountains before defcribed. The road ftill continued in an eaftern di- 
re€tion, and was here as well made and as broad as the turnpike roads in 
England. On either fide were feveral {mall orchards, and a few planta- 
tions with fome indifferent pafture land, on which cattle were feen graz- 
ing under the fhade of a few {cattered trees; but the general want of 
cultivation gave the face of the country a barren and wild appearance, 
deftitute of any feature that could indicate our approaching fo large 
and populous a city as that of St. Jago; the only people we faw were two 
or three travellers, and a few muleteers. 

We ftopped to breakfaft about fifteen miles from the capital, whofe 


lofty fpires were now plainly difcerned, towering above the numerous - 


houfes which the city appeared to contain. Notwithftanding our pre- 
fent vicinity to fo large a town, we found no other place for the accom- 
modation of travellers than the mud hovel, where we were entertained in 
ihe fame way as we had been before; and where, like the others at which 
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we had ftopped, there was no fign of any improvement whatever, either 


in the building, or in any other refpeét that might add to the comfort 
of life; the fame want of cleanlinefs, and wretched condition which I 
have before had occafion to remark, continued here to debafe the cha- 


‘raéter of the inhabitants, who, notwithftanding their external appearance 
‘of wretchednefs and mifery, wore neverthelefs a contented look, and, to- 


gether with a cheerful countenance poffeffed a difpofition to oblige that 


‘was extremely grateful to our feelings, though their exceflive indolence 


and ina€tivity created in us a mixed Pas of pity and reproach. In 
addition to the ufual fupplies we had found on our journey, we here pro- 


cured fome excellent water melons of luxuriant growth and in high per- 


fection, which were very refrefhing and acceptable. 

Having finifhed our breakfaft we again refumed our journey; the road 
was level, broad, and firm, and we had not travelled far, before on each 
fide of it were feen plantations and vineyards, m each of which a neat 
white houfe was generally fituated at a little diftance from the road. ‘The 
appearance of cultivation and fertility in thefe low lands, when contrafted 
with the flupendous fummits of the Andes, produced a moft agreeable 


_effe@, and rendered this part of our journey very pleafant and enter- 


taining. After a {mart nde of nearly two hours, we arrived at a houfe 
about a mile from the capital, where fatigue, and a journey of ninety 
miles, made it neceffary that we fhould halt; not only for the purpofe of 
taking fome reft and refrefhment, but alfo that we might equip ourfelves 
for the vifit of ceremony we were about to make to the Captain General. 

From hence I difpatched one of the dragoons who had attended us with 
a letter to His Excellency, announcing our arrival in the vicinity of the 
capital, and flating, that with his permiffion we would do ourfelves the 
honor of paying-.our refpects to him at the palace in the evening; and I 
gave further dire€tions to the dragoon, to procure and fend from St. Jago, 
earriages fuflicient to convey thither the whole party. In the mean time 
our dinner was provided and ferved, and it was our intention as foon as 
that fhould be over to drefs ourfelves in all our beft apparel, that we 
might make as uniform an appearance on this occafion as our feveral 
ftocks of clothing would enable us to do;. for the extreme length of the 
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voyage had deprived moft of the party of the principal parts of their 
wardrobe, and we had fcarcely a coat or hat that was fit for common 
ufe, much lefs for an occafion like this. In the midft of our endeavours 
to make as fmart an appearance as we could contrive, the dragoon re- 
turned, accompanied by an officer from the Captain General, whom he 
fent for the purpofe of complimenting us and congratulating us on our 
arrival, and of defiring that we would immediately repair to the palace, 
on horfes which he had fent for the purpofe of conveying us in a fuitable 
manner to the capital. 


Although it was by no means my intention to have made fo public 


an entry as this arrangement of the Prefident’s would neceflarily expofe 
us to, yet it appeared to me that we could not decline it without giving 
umbrage, or perhaps offence; we therefore endeavoured to equip our- 
felves in the beft manner we were able, and in doing fo we referved our 
uniforms, which were extremely rotten and unfit for any fervice on horfe- 
back, for the purpofe of appearing in on our vifit of ceremony to His 
Excellency. The frefh horfes which had been fent from St. Jago, we 
had imagined to be like thofe which had brought us from Valparaifo, 


but, to our great aftonifhment, thofe which had now arrived from the, 


Prefident under the care and dire€tions of another’ officer, feemed to be 
very high-bred animals; and were all richly caparifoned with fine faddles 


and bridles, and faddle cloths richly decorated, and fringed with gold and 


filver lace, according very ill with the drefs in which we were under the 
neceflity of appearing. All my former objeétions to a public entry were 
now greatly increafed, and I became very defirous that we might be per 
mitted to vifit St. Jago in a more private manner; but on reprefenting 
this to the officers, inftead of acceding to the wifhes of myfelf and party, 
whips and {purs were inftantly produced, that nothing might be wanting 
to complete our appearance on horfeback in every particular. ‘The ufe 
of the {purs however was generally declined by us all, left fome embar- 
rafflment or mifchance fhould take place from their being unintentionally 
applied, whilit our thoughts were engaged by the new objetts that were 
likely to attraét our attention as we pafled through the fireets of the city. 
Frivial as this circumftance may appear, yet to the officer who had charge 
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5 
of this efcort it was a matter of the firft importance. He not only ufed 1 198 
all his eloquence ‘to perfuade us to wear the fpurs, but even expoftula- ~——.—~ 
ted with us on the impropriety of appearing without them, and the un- 
reafonablenefs of our declining fo effential a part of drefs; all his m- 
treaties were not, however, fufficient to overcome our objections, and 
to his great mortification we mounted without them, and proceeded to- 
wards the capital, with a true military ftep, attended by the two officers, 
and our former guides the dragoons. 

The inconvenience we experienced on firft fetting out, from being 
equipped in this very extraordinary manner, was greatly increafed by the 
crowds of people who had affembled to fee our cavalcade pafs along, | 
in which they were fully gratified by the flownefs of our pace, until we 

_arrived at the palace; where, on our alighting, we were received by a 
guard which was turned out on the occafion, and were conduéed in 
form to the audience chamber. Here we were received by His Excel- 
lency Don Ambrofio Higgins de Vallenar, with that fort of unaffeG@ed 
welcome in which neither ceremony nor flattery appeared, and which 
amply repaid us for all the little fufferings we had endured in the courfe of 
our journey. This polite and cordial reception we had indeed anticipa- 
ted from the reports we had received, before our departure from Valpa- 
railo, and afterwards on the road to St. Jago. His Excellency’s charac- 
ter, not only in refpeét of his great attention and urbanity to ftrangers, 
but of his parental care and conftant folicitude for the general happinefs 
and comfort of all the people who lived under his government, were 
the conftant topics of our converfation; and it is not to be wondered at 
if, on this occafion, we became inftantly impreffed with the juftice which 
report had done to his virtues, by his congratulations and hearty welcome 
to the capital of Chili, which were delivered by him in our own language 
with a fluency that greatly excited our aftonifhment, when we were in- 
formed by His Excellency, that he had now been refident in New Spain 
twenty-four years, during which time very few opportunities had occur- 
red to him for fpeaking Englifh. We now learned from Don Am- 
brofio himfelf that he was a native of Ireland, from whence he had 
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been abfent upwards of forty years, that at an early period of his life 
he had entered into the Englifh army; but not obtaining im that fer- 
vice the promotion he had expeéted, he had embraced more advantage- 
ous offers on the continent. His firft commiffion in the fervice of His 
Catholic Majefty was in the corps of engineers, from whence he exchanged 
into the dragoons, and was foon raifed to the rank of lieutenant-colonel ; 
in this fituation he ferved for fome time in Old Spain, and afterwards in 


this country, until he obtained the diftinguifhed poft of military comman- 


der on the frontiers of Chili, and governor of Conception. In this 
fervice he was employed twelve years, and had the good fortune, by the 
conftant exercife of his humanity, and an uniform attention to the com- 
forts of the native inhabitants of the country, fo to fubdue the natural 
fiercenefs of their difpofitions, as to induce them ‘to fubmit to the go- 
vernment of Spain. For this effential fervice he was prometed about 
the year 1783 to the exalted ftation he now fills; fince which time he has 
been honored with repeated marks of approbation and diftinétion by 
His Catholic Majefty, who has been pleafed to confer upon him the or- 
ders of Charles the Third, and St. James, with the rank of Wéstaten 
general in the Spanifh army. 

A room of confiderable dimenfions was allotted to me in the palace,. 
and a large apartment adjoining to it was appropriated to the ufe of Mr. 
Puget and the reft of the officers, in which were a fufficient number of 
{mall beds for the party, covered with thin gauze, as a prote€tion againft 
the mufquitos. The two dragoons who had attended us from Valpa- 
raifo were now appointed to be ufeful to us in the capacity of fervants ; 
and every other matter was attended to, ordered, and fettled, that evening, - 
which could in any way contribute to render our ftay at St. Jago, and 
our refidence in the palace, as pleafant as poffible. Nor did the polite- 
nefs of the Prefident end here, for, previoufly to the fupper being an- 
nounced, he introduced to our acquaintance Don Ramon de Rofas, the 
corrigidor, and Don Francis Caffada, a captain of dragoons, who recei~ 
ved the Prefident’s diretions to ufe his utmoft endeavours in fhewing us 
every thing in St. Jago worthy the attention of ftrangers, and to te us. 
known to the principal families refiding in the city. ) 
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The fupper, confifting of a great variety of hot difhes, was ferved up 
on filver, at which no perfon was prefent but Don Ambrofio the Prefi- 
dent, Don Ramon de Rofas and ourfelves; all fort of ceremony was 
now laid afide, and, agreeably to the repeated intreaties of His Excel- 
lency, we confidered and felt ourfelves as much at home as if we had 
been partaking a repaft in England with our moft intimate acquaintances, 
The firft part of our converfation was chiefly engroffed by inquiries re- 
{peting our late difcoveries on the north-weft coaft of America. In 
this I was very happy to learn, that no part of our condu&, or tranf. 
actions with any of the fubjeéts of His Catholic Majefty, appeared to have 
given the leaft caufe for jealoufy, or complaint again{t our little commu- 
nity ; and I was alfo much gratified by the very handfome compliments 
that were paid to myfelf and officers, on the fuccefsful labours of our 
voyage. After the curiofity of the Prefident and Don Ramon was fome- 
what fatisfied on this fubjeét, the former, with great indignation, recount- 
ed a circumftance which I cannot forbear to mention, although, being 
a matter Only of converfation, it may poffibly appear too extraneous. 

- At the time when His Excellency was the governor at Conception, 
and during the late American, French, and Spanith war with England, 
an enterprize was meditated and planned by the Court of Great-Britain 
again{t that- place, which was then the feat of government in the king- 


dom of Chili. When Sir Edward Hughes failed with his fleet from Eng- 


land to the EKaft-Indies, it was generally believed that he was to have 
a€ted only in defence of our eftablifhments in that quarter, but be- 
fore that admiral had reached the firft place of his deftination in the Eaft- 
Indies, the Prefident ftated to us, that he was in polleffion of a copy of 
Sir Edward Hughes’s orders, which had been tranfmitted to him at Con: 
ception from Old Spain, by which documents he became informed, that 
an attack was purpofed to be made by that fleet from the Eaft-Indies on 
the Spanifh fettlements in South America, and that Conception was the 
placeagainft which theenterprize would firt be attempted. In confequence 
of this intelligence a general alarm took place throughout all the efta- 
blifhments on the coaft; the fortifications, which had been much negleét- 
ed, were repaired and f{trengthened; the number of troops attached to each 
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were greatly augmented; and every preparation was made for the pur- 
pofe of aéting vigoroufly on the defenfive ; and to this circumftance alone 
His Excellency attributed the abandoning of the defign, that had been 
concerted by the Britifh Cabinet. 

Soon after fupper was ended, a number of ladies made their appear-~ 
ance at the iron grating that proteéted the window of the palace, beg- 
ging our acceptance of nofegays, and requefting that we would join the 
reft of their party, affembled at a little diftance from the palace; but as: 
I thought it would be more refpeétful to pay our compliments to His 
Excellency in the audience room, which formality was fixed for the fuc- 
ceeding morning, before we fhould vifit any one elfe in the city, we 
declined their obliging invitation for the prefent, with a promife of ac- 
knowledging their civility the following day. 

We did not retire until an early hour, when we found our beds tole- 
rably good, but we could not help being much difgufted at the infuffe- 
rable uncleanlinefs of our apartments; the floors of which, but more 
particularly that appointed for the refidence of the officers, were co+ 
vered with filth and dirt. Application was inftantly made to the dra- 
goons, to procure us fome brufhes or brooms. in order to {weep it out, 
but, to our great mortification, they told us that fuch things were not 
in common ufe at St. Jago; fo that the only alleviation we could obtain 
was that of water to fprinkle the duft, which was fo thick in the officers’ 
apartment, that it would rather have required a fhovel than a brufh for 
its removal. 

Every funday morning the Prefident has a levee, which is ufually at- 
tended by the military people, and the principal inhabitants of the city 
and furrounding country. For the purpofe of being formally introduced 
at this levee, we made ourfelves as {mart as the exhaufted ftate of our 
re{pective wardrobes would allow, and then repaired to the audience 


chamber ; this room, which is fpacious, was neatly, but mot extrava- | 
gantly, furnifhed; the anti-chamber was large in proportion, and the ~ 


entrance to each was from the ground, through large folding doors. In 
the anti-chamber were the portraits of the feveral prefidents of Chili, 
from the firft eftablifhment of the Spanifh authority in this part of 
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the country, to the prefent governor, whofe portrait was one of the 
number. The infide walls of thefe rooms were covered with glazed 
tiles, refembling thofe from Holland, for about eight or ten feet from 
the floor, which had a good effect, and was a great relief to the dead 
white plafter of the remaining part up to the ceiling. At the upper 
end of the audience-room was a fmall flage, raifed a few feet from 
the floor, upon which was placed the chair of ftate, ornamented witha 
canopy of red damalk, and decorated with the portraits of their Ca- 
tholic Majefties, which were placed on each fide of the Prefident’s 
chair. The levee was attended by about one hundred and twenty 
perfons, the greater part of whom appeared in the regimentals of the 
eftablifhed militia of the country; and, in fuch a well-dreffed company, 
our thread-bare uniforms fuffered much by comparifon. I had, however, 
taken the precaution to apologize to His Excellency for the reduced 
ftate of our apparel, and he did not fail, on introducing us to his friends, 
to enumerate the hardfhips we had undergone, to ftate the length of 
time we had been abfent from the civilized world, and to conclude, on 
every occafion, with fome panegyric on the laborious undertaking in 
which we had been fo long engaged. This very polite and friendly at- 
tention foon relieved us from any embarraf{ment which, at firft, it was 
natural we fhould feel in being thus unexpeétedly thrown into a circle of 
gentlemen, who made a very fplendid appearance, and who feemed to 
have great pride in conforming to the fafhion of the day, and the eti- 
quette of court parade. From all the gentlemen, to whom we were made 
known, we received the moft flattering congratulations. on our arrival 
at St. Jago, accompanied by very friendly invitations to their houfes ; 
and every one appeared to be anxious to make our time pafs as pleafantly 
as the circumftances of the place would permit. The fpecimen we had 
already received from our very hofpitable friends at Valparaifo, left us 
no room to doubt the fincerity of thefe ftrangers, whole kind folicitude 
to gratify our inclinations on every trivial occafion, was infinitely 
greater than could reafonably have been expected. After we had feve- 
rally paid our compliments to the Prefident, the levee broke up, and 
we followed the reft of the party, accompanied by Don Ramon and 
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Captain Caffada, to the levee of the Bifhop of Chili, which always cone 


mences on the conclufion of the Prefident’s. Here we were again re- 


ceived with the fame politenefs and affability which had marked our re- 


ception at Dom Ambrofio’s. The Bifhop is, addrefled by the ttle of 
Ilufireffima, and the palace in which he .conftantly refides, in point of 
magnificence and fhow, exceeded, in a great degree, every houfe in St. 
Jago, not.excepting the Prefident’s, to whom the Bifhop is the next per-. 
fon in rank and confequence. The rooms here were not fo large as 
thofe of the royal palace, but they were fufficiently capacious and. well 
proportioned ; the walls were hung with yellow filk, feftooned at the 
top, the furniture was rather gaudy than elegant, yet every object be- 
{poke the richnefs and exalted ftation. of ‘the. illuftrious owner. The 
Bifhop was dreffed in a loofe clerical garment of purple filk, buttoned, 


clofe, with a fort of apron that extended round his waift, and reach- 
ed below his knees... This part of his drefs, I was given to underftand, 


is commonly worn in Spain by the dignitaries of the church. 

The fame perfons who had attended the levee of His Excellency, re- 
paired with us to the palace of the Bifhop ; but their deportment here, in 
point of refpeét, far exceeded that which had been fhewn to the Prefident. 
Many priefts attended the levee, one of whom always conducted to the 
Bifhop the perfon who was to be introduced, who when fufhciently near, 
bent one knee, and received in that fubmiffive attitude the benediétion of 
the church. On this occafion, the Bifhop with one hand made the 
figure of a crofs over the head of the perfon introduced, whilft he pre- 
fented a ring which he wore on.a finger of the other, to receive an 
additional homage, paid by touching it with the lips, as in the a€t of © 
kifling. This ceremony was not reftritted to a few, for we did not 
perceive any one in the group that did not go through it; and, as 
I had made it a conftant rule to conform, on all occafions, to the inno- a 
cent manners and cuftoms of whatever country we might chance to 
vifit, I fhould not have hefitated to perform the like ceremony on our 
introduction, had the flighteft hint been given, either by Don Ramon 
or Captain Caflada, that it would be expetted from us; but, as their 
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filence left us completely to our own feelings, we cach of us fimply made 
our bow, which appeared to be as well accepted, and to receive as gra- 
cious a benediftion, as if we had adopted the other cuftomary forma- 
lity. 

The Bifhop made many very pertinent inquiries refpeéting the coun- 
tries we had vifited, and feeméd to have great pleafure in the little in- 
formation we were able to afford him; for, at this time, we had not an 
interpreter with us, who fo perfeétly comprehended what we defcribed in 
Englifh as to make a faithful tranflation of it to the Prelate; and I do not 
recollect that I ever felt more real regret, than on this occafion, that I 
did not fufficiently underfland the Spanifh language to hold a converfa- 
tion with this apparently intelligent gentleman, who was pleafed to em- 
brace every opportunity of beftowing fome encomium on our late re- 
fearches, and to offer his congratulations on our having fo happily con- 
cluded them. 

From the Bifhop’s palace we were conduéted, by our friends, to the 
houfes of the judges and great officers of ftate, in all of which we 
experienced the fame cordiality and friendlinefs, and received the fame 
preffing intreaties to vifit their families as had uniformly been offered 
by every perfon with whom we had become acquainted fince out firft 
arrival in this hofpitable country. About two o’clock we returned to 
_ the palace, where we found the Prefident waiting our arrival for dinner, 
which was ferved up on a plain deal ill-conftruéted table, by no means 
correfponding with the magnificence of the dinner fervice, which was 
intirely compofed of filver. The company confifted of thé Prefident, 
Don Ramon de Rofas, Captain Caflada, and ourfelves; and the con- 
verfation turned chiefly on the late labours of our furvey, and the dif. 
coveries we had made on the coaft of North-Weft America, which 
were repeatedly honored with the moft flattering commendations from 
the Captain-General, who appeared to be extremely interefted in the 
events which we related. 

After drinking coffee, which is always brought in as foon as the cloth 
is removed, every one retired to his private apartment, a cuftom which 
fo generally prevails in this kingdom, that, between the hours of three 
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in the afternoon and fix in the evening, no perfon is feen in the ftreets, 
the fhops are fhut up, and the fame ftillnefs prevails as if it were adtually 
night. Accuftomed as we had hitherto been to a life of conftant anx- 
iety, and to be fatished with little reft, we were at firft greatly at a ~ 
lofs to difcover how we fhould employ the hours which were thus dedi- 
cated to fleep by the fociety in which we were now living ; but the ex- 
ercife of the morning, the heat of the weather, the want of occupation, 
and the natural inclination to fleep after a hearty meal, foon reconciled 
us to the practice of the country; and we all indulged in a fefta, (or 
afternoon's nap) and enjoyed it I believe full as much as the moft vo- 
luptuous Spaniard in the capital. 

Accompanied by our new friends, we were introduced in the evening 
to the family of Sen Cotappas, a Spanifh merchant of confiderable emi- 
nence. A defcription of this gentleman’s manfion will ferve to convey 
an idea of the manner in which all the houfes in the city of St. Jago 
are built. This, like moft of the principal habitations, formed a qua- 
drangle, inclofing an open area, or court-yard, of about thirty yards 
{quare, one fide of which is a dead wall that runs parallel to the ftreet ; 
and, as none of the houfes are more than one ftory in height, this wall 
totally obfcures every appearance of the buildings within. The entrance 
into the fore-court from the ftreet, was through a gateway in this wali, 
to which the houfe fronted, occupying the oppofite fide, whilft the wings, 
or two remaining fides of the fquare to the right and left, were, as © 
is moft commonly the cafe, divided into offices for fervants, and fleep- 
ing apartments. Sen" Cotappas’s houfe confifted of an anti-chamber, a 
large kind of dining-parlour, and bed-chamber. All the rooms were 
very {pacious, the principal one meafured about fixty feet in length, 
twenty-five feet in breadth, and I fhould think the height of it was about 
equal to the breadth. This room was fuperbly, or rather finely, furnifh- 
ed; from the ceiling were fufpended two glafs luftres, or chandeliers ; 
and on the walls were fome paintings, the fubjets of which were taken 
from the facred writings; at each end of the room were large folding 
doors. ‘The company we here met were divided into two parties ; the 
ladies were feated on cufhions on one fide of the room, and the gentle- 
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men were fitting oppofite to them on chairs, amongft whom we were in- 
ftantly furnifhed with feats. The entertainments of the evening confifted 
in a concert and ball, in both of which the ladies had the principal 
fhare, and feemed to take great pleafure in excelling in both the accom- 


plifhments of mufic and dancing. The whole of the concert was per-. 


formed by the ladies; one led the band on the piano-forte, whilft the 
others filled up the accompaniments on violins, flutes, and the harp ; 
the whole was extremely well conduéted, and afforded us a mufical treat, 
to which we had been long intire ftrangers. 

We fhould have been extremely happy to have availed ourfelves of the 
prefling intreaties of Sen" Cotappas to join with the ladies in dancing, 
but as their country dances appeared to be very difficult, and as no one 
amongft us could recolleé the figures of any of thofe we had been ac- 
cuftomed to in England, we were under the mortification of acknow- 
ledging our ignorance, and declining the intended civility of the mafter 
of the houfe. From this difappointment in the pleafures of the evening 
we were, however, in fome meafure relieved, by fome of the ladies, who 
had retired from the dance, fending us a meflage, requefting we would 
join their party on the cufhions; with this we inftantly complied, and 
confidered ourfelves greatly indebted for this mark of condefcenfion, as it 
was departing from the eftablifhed rules of their fociety on fuch occafions. 
The generality of the ladies in St. Jago are not wanting in perfonal charms, 
and moft of thofe we had the pleafure of meeting this evening might 
rather be confidered handfome than otherways; they are, in general, 
brunettes, with ex preflive black eyes, and regular features ; but a want of 
that neatnefs, which is fo much valued amongft Englifhmen, and fo much 
the pride of my fair countrywomen, was con{picuous in many particu- 
lars, efpecially in the total negle&t of their teeth, which are fuffered to 
become intolerably dirty. This inattention was not only in a very high 
degree offenfive, but it appeared to us incompatible with the pains that 
feemed to have been taken in the decoration of their perfons ; for, at this 
affembly, they were all fuperbly dreffed, agreeably to the fafhion of the 
country. The moft fingular part of their drefs was a fort of bell-hooped 
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petticoat, that reached from the waift to juft below the knees, though 
fome of them did not wear them quite fo low; immediately beneath this 
external part of their drefs appeared the under linen garment, the bot- 
tom of which, as well as the taffels of their garters, was fringed with gold 


lace. 


The general deportment of the ladies was lively and unreferved; and’ 
they very obligingly loft no opportunity of relieving us from every little 
embarraffment, to which the difadvantages we laboured under, in not un- 
derftanding their language, frequently expofed us ; and I verily believe 
that there were few occafions, during the whole of our voyage, in which 
our want of knowledge of the Spanifh language was more fincerely re- 
gretted ; as it deprived us of the pleafure of enjoying the lively fallies of 
wit which we had reafon to believe occurred very often in the female 
circles, by the laughter and applaufe that their converfation fo frequently 
occafioned. This was certainly an evidence of their natural ingenuity, 
though it did not amount toa proof of their minds having been duly cul- 
tivated; and it is not without concern that I flate, from the tefti- 
mony of their own countrymen, that the education of the female part 
of the fociety in St. Jago is fo fcandaloufly negleéted, as to confine the 
knowledge of reading and writing to a few of the ladies only. Some of 


them had the goodnefs to give us their names in writing, that we might — 


the more eafily difcover and learn the true pronunciation of them; thefe 
were always written in large letters; but I do not mean from this cir- 
cumilance, or from our having received but few of their names, to infer, 
that the education of the fex is as much confined as was reprefented 
tous; yet the circumftance of their being totally unacquainted with any 
other language than the dialeét of the Spanifh {poken at St. Jago, evinced 
that their education was of a homely nature. 

Excepting the inftances which are unhappily to be found amongft the 


fex in England, the female part of the fociety poffefs a chara€teriftic de-. 


licacy of fentiment and expreflion; but here fuch a degree of levity is 
obfervable in the conduét of the ladies, not only in their converfation, 
but in dancing and on other occafions, as to give a flranger, and parti- 
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cularly an Englifhman, no reafon to entertain a very exalted opinion 
of their virtue, but rather to imprefs him with notions prejudicial to the 
female charaéter. I muft, however, in juftice to all thofe ladies with 
whom I had the honor of being acquainted, and they were very many, 
beg leave to ftate, that I difcovered nothing that could impeach the fide- 
lity of the married women, nor attaint the charaéter of the fingle ladies ; 
notwithftanding that the manners and cuftoms of? the country in which 
they live fanétion a freedom of fpeech, and a familiarity of behaviour, that 
tended, in our opinion, to abridge the fex of a portion of that refpeét from 
the men, of which, as Englifhmen, we did not like to fee them deprived. 
To them we were indebted for the moft civil and obliging attention that 
can be imagined during our refidence in the capital; their doors were 
always open to receive us; their houfes were in a manner our homes ; 
their entertainments were formed for the fole purpofe of affording us 
amufement; and no endeavour was omitted that could, in any way, con- 
tribute to the pleafure we received in mixing with their fociety. Nor 
were we lefs indebted to all thofe gentlemen to whom we became known, 
who exercifed the utmoft of their powers to render our flay at St. Jago 
agreeable, by fhewing us every thing worthy of our notice, and by com- 
municating every information that was either ufeful or entertaining. We 
were under particular obligations to Don Ramon de Rofas and Captain 
Caffada, for their unremitted attention, and goodnefs in introducing us 
to all the refpettable families refiding in St. Jago. ) . 

The time that we remained in the capital of Chili, paffed nearly in the 
fame manner as I have already defcribed, without the occurrence of any 
incidents to require a particular relation; for this reafon I fhall pafs over 
ihe feveral pleafant engagements we had in the different families during 
our refidence in this hofpitable place, and proceed to give fome account 
of the public buildings in the city, and to detail fuch other information 
as we were enabled to colleét, and which, probably, may not be unac- 
ceptable to my readers. In doing this, however, I fhall not pledge myfelf 
for the authenticity of the facts, nor the precifion of the circumftances | 


am about to relate, becaufe I was not fufficiently acquainted with the 
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Spanifh language to put the queftions that I wifhed to have refolved'im 
a proper way. myfelf, nor to acquire the information I fought for, in fo 
correct a manner as 1s defirable in inquiries of this. nature; in addition 
to this difadvantage, I found it almoft impoflible, on a variety of occa- 
fions, to make our interpreters tranflate.our queftions on fubjeéts on which 
they were not converfant, fo as to obtain; from thofe who were able to: 
reply to them, fatisfa€tory anfwers.. 

The city of St. Jago, including the detached houfes, or fuburbs, & 
fhould fuppole, cannot be lefs than three or four miles in circumference; 
but this 1s only by eftimation, as I did not converfe with any one who 
eould, or did, anfwer me this queftion ; but as the ftreets run at right 
angles to each other, and fome of them are little fhort of a mile in 
length, this computation cannot be very erroneous. . The city. is well 
fupplied with water from the river Mapocho, which has its fource in the 
mountains, at fome diftance from the capital, and is made to branch off 
in fuch a manner, on its approaching the town, as to pafs through the 
principal fireets. This, in a hot climate, cannot but be fuppofed a very 
great luxury, and as conducing extremely to the health of the inhabi- 
tants; but the fame want of cleanlinefs that pervades the infides of the 
houfes, here manifefted itfelf in the open air, and inftead of this ftream 
becoming the means by which the ftreets might have been kept conftant- 
ly {weet, it is rendered a moft infufferable nuifance, by the prodigious 
quantity of filth which is emptied into it from the houfes. As no care 
was taken that a fufficiency of water fhould be brought down to- carry 
the foil and naftinefs away, nor to remove it in places where it forms 
ed obftructions to the current, and produced the moft offenfive exhala- 
tions; and as the ftreets, which are narrow, are partially paved with 
fmall {tones in the middle, and with only a few flag-{tones for foot paf- 
fengers on the fides, our walking about the town was, from thefe circum, 
ftances, rendered very unpleafant. 

The river before mentioned, from whence the city is fupplied with 
water, overflowed its banks, in the month of june, 1783, in confequence 
of an inundation, and rufhed down towards St, Jago, with fuch impetu- 
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ous fury, that it demolifhed almoft all the dams that defended the coun- 
try, did confiderable damage in the town, and filled every individual with 


fear and confternation left a fecond inundation fhould fucceed ; in which 
_ cafe, from the extremely defencelefs ftate in which thefe torrents had left 


the city, there was great reafon to apprehend that not a fingle edifice 
would be left ftanding in the capital. The prefent Captain-General gave 
immediate orders that plans fhould be made by the moft able and expe- 
rienced engineers and architeéts, for the purpofe of replacing a wall, or 


dam, that had principally defended the city from the river, and which: 


had been deftroyed, at this time, by the inundating force of its waters ; 
but, notwithftanding that the defign he had in view was for the protection 
of St. Jago and the furrounding country, and to infure the fafety, inte- 


re{ts, and comforts of the inhabitants, yet, a popular party was made: 


againft him, as in theinftance of the new road, which he projetted, and 
is now Carrying into execution between this place and Valparaifo, and, 
after experiencing much fatigue, perplexity, and expence, it was not un- 
til the month of january, 1792, that he effeéted his purpofe fo far, as to 
begin the excavation for the new wall, or dam, again{t the fide of 
the river: This will long remain a monument of his patriotifm and 
perfeverance, and he has now the gratification of hearing many of 
thofe who had before oppofed the undertaking, acknowledge this va- 
luable defign to be an. effectual proteétion again{ft any future dan- 
ger. 

The wall is faid to have a foundation fourteen feet below, and to rife 
as many feet above, the furface of the river ; it appeared to be a very 
{trong work, well executed, and capable of refifting any force or weight 
of water that may come againft.it.. It not only affords complete fecurity 
to the town, but ferves as an agreeable walk for the recreation of the 
inhabitants. On the fide next to the water a parapet wall is raifed, fufh- 
ciently high to prevent any accident in-walking; it is about a quarter of 
a mile in length, and; at convenient diftances, flights of eafy and com- 
modious ftairs are judicioufly placed to afcend the wall, from whence a 
commanding view is obtained of St. Jago and the adjacent country.. The 
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whole is built with brick and lime-mortar, and, on the firft ftone being 


‘Jaid, an obelifk, in imitation of that in St. Peter’s {quare, and many 


others in Rome, was ereéted, on the pedeftal of which is the following 
infcription, in Spanifh : 
DiaeOriwMs 
In the reign of Charles the fourth: 
and 
During the Government of this Kingdom, 
by Don 
Ambrofio Higgins 
de 
Vallenar ; 
Who ordered : 
Thefe dams to be conftruéted 
in the year 


1792. 


There were two very fumptuous fabrics ere€&ting in St. Jago, which, 


when finifhed, as I was informed by the Prefident, would be unequalled 


in New Spain; the one is the Cafla de Moneda, or the money-houfe, and 
the other is the cathedral. 

At the diftance of about five quadras* to the fouthward of the princi- 
pal {quare, 1s erecting, by order of His Catholic Majefty, the Money- 
Houfe, or Mint. The fituation is open, healthy, and well chofen for < 
this extenfive and fpacious building, which appeared to be conftru€ting 
upon the plan of the public ofhces contained within Somerfet-Houfe in 
London, though the ftruéture 1s by no means equal to that edifice, either 
in fize or magnificence. It is intended for the refidence of all the officers 
and people belonging to the Mint. The apartments for the former are 
large and commodious, and the rooms for the latter are very convenient. 
To thefe are added a fort of hofpital for the fick, anda chapel for divine 
fervice. Large places are to be fitted up for the reception of the mate- 
rials and implements ufed in aflaying the precious metals, and feparating 
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them from the ore. The walls are built with large bricks, and the ce- 
ment, or mortar, is from lime procured by the calcination of fhells. Part 
of the infide was plaftered with a moft delicate white fubftance, that had 
the appearance of being very durable. Mot of the iron-work ufed in 
the building, and fuch as is neceflary for the implements, &c. ufed in 
the bufinefs of coining, is imported from Old Spain. Patterns for the 
balconies, balufters, and rails, have been tran{mitted from St. Jago to 
Bilcay, which have been fent back in iron, moft perfectly and fatisfactori- 
ly executed. All the wood made ule of in this fabric is oak, excepting 
for the doors and windows, which are made of cyprefs. The principal 
front is to the north, and is about one hundred and fifty yards in length. 
Befides the door, or grand entrance, which is adorned with eight columns, 
there are eighteen inferior windows, and eighteen fuperior balconies. The 
two other fronts look to the eaft and to the weft, and are each of them 
one hundred and feventy-eight yards in length ; thefe are decorated in the 
fame manner as the principal front, with pillars and balconies, between 
which are various efcutcheons, with devices alluding to, the purpofe for 
which the building is ere€ted. The court-yard is forty-five yards {quare, 
the whole adorned with columns, architrave, frize and cornice, which 
extend round the court at fome little diftance from the building. The 
principal entrance leads into a fpacious faloon; on the right are the 
apartments deftined for the fuperintendent, and on the left are to be thofe 
of the auditor; befide thefe, in the other two fronts, are the public 
offices, the hall for drawing bills, the office for weighing gold and filver, 
the treafury, auditory, chapel, hofpital, &c. &c, After paffing through 
the court-yard towards the {melting-offiices, we entered a paflage, four- 
teen yards wide, which led round all the workihops and offices of labour : 
the whole of the edifice is of the Doric order, and the diftribution of the 
offices and apartments appeared to have been well confidered and judi- 
cioufly appropriated. The communications. were likewife commodious, 
and well concerted to facilitate the bufinefs between one office and 
another, and the whole together was a ftru€ture well deferving our at- 
tention, 

The 
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The architeét is profeffor Don Joa. Joefca, difciple of the lreutenant- 
general Don Francifco Savatini, firft archite&t to His Catholic Majefty. 
Don Joefca undertook to finifh and complete this building for feven 
hundred thoufand dollars, and the Captain-General, impreffed with a juft 
idea of the ufe and importance of fuch an eftablifhment, was induced 
to give his confent to the undertaking, as the calculation of the expence 
bore, in his eftimation, no proportion to the advantages it would after- 
wards infure, or the convenience it would afford. The architeft, how- 
ever, feems to have been greatly miftaken in the money which he ftated 
the building would coft, as the Prefident affured me, he was clearly of 
opinion, that-it would require a million and an half of dollars to be ex- 
pended on the edifice before it could be completely finifhed. 

There is a {mall hill, about twelve quadras diftant from the princi- 
pal fquare, in the grounds belonging to the religious of the Dominician 
order, which is called St. Domingo. ‘This hill contains a quarry of free- 
{tone, of a whitifh colour, foft, and eafily worked by the chiflel. The 
vicinity of this hill to the city, and the facility with which the {tones 
were to be procured from the quarry, induced the Bifhop Don Juan 
Gonzales de Melgarejo to begin the laborious undertaking of building 
a cathedral; for which purpofe he gave forty-three thoufand dollars 
towards its erection, and laid the firft ftone of the edifice on the firft 
day of july, 1748. At this time there was not an artift in the kmgdom 
of Chili to whofe ability a work of this defcription could be entrufted, for 
which reafon no particular plan was adhered to, and the architeéture 
feems to be a medley of whatever occurred to the perfons who fuperin- 
tended its conftruétion. The principal front is to the eaft; that fide 
which communicates with the epifcopal palace is to the fouth, and the 
north front runs parallel to the ftreet. The length of the building is 
about one hundred and twenty yards, its breadth is not lefs than thirty- 
five, and the height of the middle aifle is eighteen yards. 

‘It was not until after thirty years were expired, that application was 
made to Madrid for a fkilful profeffional perfon to fuperintend the comple- 
tion of this edifice. In the year 1778, Don Joefca, the archite€t employed 
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in building the money-houfe, was appointed to this office, and, fortu- 
nately, at this time, the principal front was not begun. The plans he 
drew were fubmitted to the then prelate, Don Manuel de Alday; and, on 
the firft day of march, in the year 1780, this artift took upon himfelf the 
charge of the building, which, at this time, wanted only five arches to 
reach the line of the principal front; the elevation of which, I was 
given to underftand, is a clofe imitation of St. John de Lateran, and 
according to the defigns of the famous Barromini. There are three 
doors in this fide, embellifhed with columns of the Ionic order; with- 
in is a handfome ftaircafe, that leads to light and elegant towers, which 
add greatly to the beautiful appearance of this front. The cathedral 
contains ten altars, and, although they appeared to have been con- 
ftruéted without regard to any rule of proportion, yet they are well 
worthy of attention. The columns and pilafters of each are an excel- 
lent imitation of jafper; thefe are green, the pedeftals are red, the cor- 
nices yellow, the bafes and capitals are gilt, and the whole together pro- 
duces a very good effe€t. The colour of the ftone, with which this edi- 
fice is built, refembles that of the Portland ftone of England; but whe- 
ther it is of the fame durability, or not, time only will determine. The 
workmanfhip of the mafon appeared to us to be ill executed, as few of 
the edges of the ftones were fo neatly wrought as to fit with exaétnefs. 
Spires and other church ornaments, we were given to underftand, were 
intended to be erefted, but the time when the building would be finifh- 
ed was not afcertained; the priefts, however, faid mafs in one part of it, 
which was fufficiently completed for that purpofe. 

A very large church is alfo conftruéting, under the dire&tion of the 
fame archite&t; this ftructure is built with bricks, its front is of the 
Doric order, with two large towers, in which confiderable knowledge of 
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beauty and proportion feems to have been difplayed. The infide of - 


this church is of the Ionic order, it contains three aifles and feven 
chapels. 
The gaols of the city having fallen into decay fome years ago, and 


becoming infecure for the confinement of prifoners, a large building, of — 


the Tufcan order, was erected, and appropriated to this purpofe. This 
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ftru€ture has rather a magnificent appearance, and the diftribution of 
the cells and apartments it contains feems to have been made with confi- 
derable judgment. The centre of the building is occupied by a grand 
tower, in which is the city clock; and the bell, which {trikes the retreat 
at nine o'clock ; after which, it becomes the duty of the watchmen to fe- 
cure all perfons of fufpicious appearance, or fuch as are found in the 
{treets with unlawful weapons. 

Befide thefe public buildings, about half a quadra from the principal 
{quare is a houfe belonging to Sen* Don Jofe Ramirez de Saldana, per- 
petual regidor of St. Jago, and one of its moft opulent citizens. The 
porch, which is in the centre of the principal front of this manfion, is 
decorated with Doric columns, and many pillars of the fame order:are 
with confiderable tafte arranged on each fide of it. This building is re- 
puted to be the only one in the city im which the rules of archite€ture 
have been ftri€tly obferved; and, on that account, it is highly efteem- 
ed by thofe of the inhabitants who have any knowledge of the art, or tafte 
for regular compofitions. 

A very good houfe was ere€ting about fix quadras from the {quare be- 
fore mentioned, after a defign of Inigo Jones, as a country refidence for 
Sen™ Don Jofe Antonio Aldunate, the Provifor General of this bifhop- 
rick, who is juftly extolled for his polifhed manners and literary abili- 
t1es. 

At the diftance of fourteen quadras from the fame f{quare a chapel was - 
building, at the expence of the friars belonging to the order of St. Fran- 
cifco. The Doric prevails in the external compofition of this edifice, 
but within the pillars are of the Corinthian order. It contains ten 
diftin&t chapels, is dedicated to our Lady of Carmin, and is called the 
Little Convent. 

Having given fome account of the moft confpicuous public and 
other buildings, that were either finifhed or ereéting, in St. Jago, I 
fhall now proceed to ftate fuch information refpefting the population 
and commerce of this city as I was enabled to procure. 

St. Jago, the capital of Chili, is ftated to have been founded on the 


~ agth of february, 1541. This city is the refidence of the Prefident, who is 
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Captain-General of the whole kingdom, and Governor and prefiding Judge 
of the audience chamber, or court of juftice. It is faid to contain thirty 
thoufand five hundred inhabitants ; and, if my eftimation of its extent be 
not very incorreét, it muft be confidered as populous. The fubordinate 
cities in this great kingdom are, Coquimbo, Chillan, Conception, and 
_ Valdivia; and the principal towns are Valparaifo, Capiapo, Vallenar, 

St. Francifcode Borja, St. Raphael de la Rofa, La Ligua, Quillota, Los 
Andes, Melipilla, St. Jofeph, Aconcagua, St. Ferdinand, Curico, Talca, 
Linares, Nueva, Bilboa, Caugeres, and others of lefs importance. 

_ The kingdom of Chili is {tated to extend, in a northern and fouthern 
dire€tion, from the uninhabited parts of Atacama, which divides it from 
the vice-royalty of Peru, to the ftraits of Magellan; and, in a weftern 
and eaftern direétion, from the ocean to the foot of the Cordilleras, which 
divides it from the vice-royalty of Buenos Ayres ; but I cannot help being 
of opinion, that the kingdom of Chili does not extend further fouth than 
the fouthern extremity of the ifles de Chiloe, as I fhould confider the 
American coalt, to the fouthward of thofe iflands, to be that of Patago- 
nia. It is divided into two bifhopricks, or provinces, St. Jago and Con- 
ception, each of which are under the immediate care and direétion of 
an Intendant ; Brigadier Don Francifco La Mata Linares has the charge 
of the latter ; and the further title of Chief Intendant of the province of 
St. Jago is added to the reft of the pofts of honor and places of emolu- 
ment enjoyed by the prefent Captain-General Don Ambrofio Higgins 
deVallenar ; the value of whofe appointments amount, annually, to thirty 
thoufand dollars, whilft thofe of Don La Mata Linares do not exceed ten 
thoufand dollars. Thefe provinces are each fubdivided into {mall diftriés, 
which originally were known by the name of Corregimientos, but are now 
called Subdelegaciones. 

There is about a million of fpecie coined at St. Jago every year, which 
is the fund from whence the falaries of the ftate officers, the military 
eftablifhment, and other incidental expences of the government, are 
defrayed. The army confifts of a batallion of infantry in Conception ; 
~ two fquadrons of horfe, one company of dragoons, and two of artil- 
ery. The cavalry of this country are all well mounted, and extremely 
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expert horfemen, and were they as fkilful in the ule of fire-arms as they 
are in the management of the fword and the lance, they would not be 
inferior to any troops of this defcription in Europe. I was given to 
underitand, that in cafe of an attack upon Valparaifo, the principal fea- 
port of the kingdom, an army of eight thoufand men, confifting of ca- 
valry and militia, could there be aflembled for its defence in twenty-four 
hours. . 

The country, to the fouthward of the river Biobio, in the province 
of Conception, is inhabited by a nation of very fierce Indians, who for- 
merly committed great depredations on the frontiers under the Spanifh 
authority, and lived: in a continual ftate of hoftility with their civilized 
neighbours; but, in confequence of the humane, judicious, and political 
arrangements which have been made, from time to time, by Don Am- 
brofio Higgins, the number of the turbulent fpirits has been much re- 
duced, and the natives now ceafe to be regarded with any apprehenfion 
by the Spaniards. In the diftri€t which they occupy, I was given to un- 
derftand, there were ten thoufand warriors, a robuft and hardy race of 
men; but fo far had the wife adminiftration of the prefent Captain- 
General fucceeded, in fubduing the natural ferocity of thefe Indians, and _ 
in bringing them over to fupport the authority and interefts of the 
crown of Spain; that Don Ambrofio did not entertain the leaft doubt 
of their co-operating with the forces of His Catholic Majefty, fhould 
it be neceffary to call them forth againit the invafion of a foreign 
enemy. 

Independently of the warfare which thefe people had, for many years, 
carried on again{t the Spaniards, they were fubje€t to continual infur- 
retions and internal commotions amongft themfelves. During the time 
that Don Ambrofio had the chief military command on this frontier, 
he happily fucceeded in terminating the feuds which kad fo long prevail- 
ed amongft the feveral tribes compofing this ereat nation, and had in- 
troduced amongft the ferocious mhabitants of this country, a f{pirit of 
induftry, and a defire to excel each other in the cultivation of the- 
ground, the breeding of cattle; and other peaceful arts ; but upon his be- 
ing promoted to the elevated fituation which he now fills, with fo much 
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- honor to himfelf, and benefit to the country, he was under the neceflity 
of leaving the guardianfhip of thefe children of nature, and of repairing 
to the capital. Soon after his departure from the frontiers, frefh animo- 
fities, and new caufes for jealoufy, arofe amoneft the different tribes, 
which ended in a war, that was furioufly carried on by all parties. Their 
peaceful and domeftic occupations no longer engaged their attention, 
and their agriculture and breeding of cattle, which had become the fources 
from whence they were enabled to derive many comforts, were aban- 
doned and totally neglected. Don Ambrofio, with the fame warmth of 
heart and intereft for the happinefs and profperity of the Indians, which, 
during his refidence amongft them, had produced fo valuable an effe& 
on their tempers and difpofitions, reprefented to the Court of Madrid 
the commotions that continued to exift amongft the Auraucan and other 
tribes on that frontier; and, at the fame time, propofed fuch meafures 
as, in his opinion, were moft likely to reconcile the differences, and to 
eftablifh a permanently good underftanding between the contending chiefs 
of the four Butalmapus, which are the four diftri€s into which this na- 
tion of Indians is divided. 

In confequence of this reprefentation, and the meafares vecom- 
mended by the Captain-General, he was direfted by the Spanifh court 
to repair to the camp of Negrete, and there to hold a convocation, 
for the purpofe of hearing and redrefling thofe grievances which were 
{tated by the feveral chiefs to be the caufes of all their difcontents: 
and, as the preliminary fpeech of the Prefident, on this occafion, tends 
greatly to exhibit the natural character and general difpofition of thefe 
people, I have been tempted to infert a tranflation of it from the Indian 
language, under the impreffion that, to thofe of my readers who may 
be curious in tracing the gradations of the human character, from a fa- 
yage up to a civilized ftate, 11 may not be unacceptable. 
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“ The fpeech of Field-Marfhal Don Ambrofio Higgins de Vallenar, 
Prefident, Governor, and Captain-General of the kingdom of 
Chili, to the Auraucan and other Indian nations, met in convoca- 
tion in the camp of Negrete, on the 4th day of march, 1793. | 

« Chiefs, my antient and honorable friends! full of joy and fatis- 
fation that I now meet upon this happy ground of Negrete, as for- 
merly on that of Longuilmo, the great chiefs and principal leaders of 
the four Butalmapus, into which this valuable country is divided, that 
ftretches from the fouth of this great river Biobio to the outer parts of 
the moft fouthern continent, and from the Cordilleras to the great ocean ; 
I falute you all with joy, and with the utmoft fincerity of my heart. I 
am ordered by the king, my mafter, to falute you in His Majefty’s 
name, and to congratulate you on the felicity of this aufpicious day, — 
which, through my mediation, on account of the love I bear you all, 
has reftored the ineftimable bleffings of peace to the four Butalmapus. 

« With the utmoft precifion and difpatch, I have taken care to remove 
every obftacle that impeded the attainment of this moft welcome objeét. 
I have alfo been indefatigable in difpofing the minds of thofe to peace 
who were reftlefs and prone to revenge, or to take great umbrage on little 
occafions; and I have been unweared in all the conferences I have had 
with the feveral chiefs, fince my arrival at the fort of Angels, and in 
this encampment, during the time that I have waited for the arrival of 
thofe more diftant leaders, who are now colleéted with the other mem- 
bers of this aflembly. I have patiently and fully examined the complaints 
of fome, and heard the excufes of others, on the diftreffing fubjeét of 
your diffentions, your animofities, and your wars, fo that nothing now 
remains for me to learn of ail their direful caufes. To-day, however, 
the fun fhines bright, and I fee, with heart-felt joy, that on my once 
again drawing nigh unto you, a kindly difpofition appears in all, to 
terminate the unhappy differences which long, too long, have fubfifted 
between you; and I perceive that you are prepared, once more, to unite 
in thofe facred bonds of peace, in the full enjoyment of which I left 
you, on my feparation from you, and departure for St. Jago. I rejoice 
that you all wifh to bury, under the fod of this encampment, all your 
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animofities, heart-burnings, difputes, and differences ; and may the pre- 
fent meeting be a commencement of perpetual felicity to all the children 
of man who refide in the countries that extend from Biobio to Chiloe. 
“ Recolleét your fituation, O my friends, when I was appointed by 
His Majelty to the military command of this frontier, and deftined to fit 
down among you. There are many among{t you, who can remember the 
miferable ftate in which I found the whole country ; it was deftroyed on 


both fides the river, it was defolate and laid wafte, and all its inhabitants. 


were fuffering the dreadful calamities. of unceafing furious wars, brought 
on by their own intemperance and unruly paffions ; many of whom were 
obliged to retire, with their women and children, to the mountains, and 
were reduced at laft to the neceflity of feeding on their faithful dogs that 
followed them! The great chiefs and Indians of the Butalmapus were 
witneffes of thefe things. Before I left you, however, (on His Majefty be- 
ing gracioufly pleafed to promote me to the prefidency of the kingdom) 
your houfes were rebuilt, your fields fmiled with a yellow harveft, and 
your paftures were richly decorated with the herds of your cattle. Your 
women provided you with comfortable garments; the high-minded and 
unruly young men obeyed the voice of the chiefs; and none of thofe 
exceffes were praétifed, which, fince my departure, have exceeded the 
eruelties and profligacy of your antient barbarifm; to which you would 
probably have altogether returned, had it not been for the zeal of your 
Commander General, who reported your proceedings to me, and hap- 
pily fufpended, until I fhould be fent amongft you, the fatal effets of 
your difcords. 

* Ido not, however, wifh to fupprefs the merit to which you have a. 
juft claim, or to conceal, that, in the midft of all thefe difturbances, you 
rigoroufly obferved the promifes you made me in Longuilmo. The Spa- 
nifh fettlements, fituated on the fouthern fide of this great river, have 
been, by you, moft {crupuloufly refpetted, their perfons have been held 
facred, their cattle have not been difturbed, and in no one circumftance 
have you broken the faith and goodwill which you pledged yourfelves 
to maintain. Of all this have I been made acquainted, from time to time, 
by the feveral commanders on the frontier; and for this honorable part 
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of your conduét I give you all due thanks. What I then promifed I 


likewife have ftri€tly performed; I have recommended the four Butal- 
mapus to the proteétion of the king; I have fupplicated him to con- 
tinue to them his paternal affiftance ; and His Majefty, with that great- 
nefs of foul, and piety of heart, which fo eminently diftinguifh his royal 
character, has been pleafed to order, that you fhall be fupported and 
protected fo long as you may deferve the bleffings of his favor, by ad- 
hering to the good, feparating yourfelves from the bad, and evincing, by 
the general tenor of your conduét, your fubordination and obedience.” 
The humanity, good fenfe, patience, and perfeverance, of the Cap- 
tain General, very confpicuoutly appear upon this occafion ; and it is not 
lefs pleafing to obferve, that, even amongft thefe untaught nations of the 
earth, their political engagements are fcrupuloufly fulfilled; and that 
the diftrefles confequent on inteftine warfare, have not the power to 
make them violate their treaties, or to break thofe promifes which they 
folemnly pledge themfelves to perform. 
The territorial poffeffions of fuch of the Indians as have fubmitted to 
the authority, and placed themfelves under the proteétion, of the Spanifh 
crown, have been all confirmed to them by treaty ; to be ufed, cultiva- 
ted, or difpofed of, agreeably to their own wilhes or determinations ; and, 
as an incitement to their future induftry and repofe, I was informed by 
Don Ambrofio, that he had purchafed from them a large traét of land, 
which he had divided, and laid out advantageoully, for the purpofes 
of agriculture and breeding cattle; and had left it in their poffeffion, 


under the direétion of proper perfons to fee his defigns carried into 
effect. 


Whilft we were under the hofpitable roof of the Prefident, I had an ~ } 


opportunity of feeing a chief and fix of the Indians, who had come to 
the palace to pay an annual vifit of refpeét to the Captaim-General. 


Thefe people were of a middling ftature, they were {tout and well made, - 


of regular features, and not unlike the North-Weft American Indians; 
they were dreffed after the Spanifh ‘fafhion of the country; but if an 
opinion can be correétly formed of the tribe they belong to from fo {mall 
a fample, they would, by no means, anfwer the expeétations I had form- 
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ed of their prowefs and military chara€ter. Thefe Indians were accom- 
panied by a Spanifh gentleman, who refides amongft them in one of 
their villages, and is called Captain of Indians; and I underftood, that 
to each tribe an officer, of fimilar rank, is attached, who prefides over 
their interefts, correfponds with the Captain-General, and, on all occa- 
fions, a€ts as their advifer and interpreter, 

The exterior commerce of the kingdom is principally carried on from 
the fea-ports of Conception, Coquimbo, and Valparaifo ; but the latter 
has the greateft {hare of the trade, arifing from its central fituation, and 
its vicinity to the capital: the diftance from St. Jago was formerly thirty 
leagues ; but it will be decreafed, when the new line of road is com- 
pleted, to twenty-two leagues. From St. Jago, to the top of the firft 
hill towards Valparaifo, a diftance of about fix leagues, the road is 
finifhed ; between the foot of the hill and the city there are three bridges 
built with bricks over three fwampy places, which before were fre- 
quently almoft impaffable, and in many other parts, where the road is 
depreffed, it is paved acrofs, to give a free courfe to the rain waters, and 
at the fame time, to prevent any damage from their paffing over the 
loofe materials of which the road is compofed. This extent of road is 
now become the general refort of the inhabitants, either for walking, 
riding on horfeback or in carriages; and the valuable charaéter who 
firft projected it, whenever the multiplicity of his bufinefs will allow him 
to take any recreation of this nature, is conftantly attended thither by a 
numerous company of the inhabitants, and on fuch occafions he derives a 
confiderable degree of {atisfaétion in proving how eafily he can travel up 
the firft hill from St. Jago in his coach, with the afliftance of four mules 
only. 

The meafured diftance between St. Jago and Buenos Ayres I could 
not learn, but I underftood that the poft travels from thence to the capi- 
tal of Chili in twenty days; and that the country, from Buenos Ayres un- 
til it reaches the foot of the Cordilleras, which run in a northern and 
fouthern direction, and pafs to the eaftward of St. Jago, is one intire 
defert, without trees or any other fort of vegetation; and that it is fo 
completely a level plain, that even a hillock does not appear on its furface. 
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The neareft filver mine to St. Jago is at the diftance of about feven 


w~—— leagues, and the neareft gold mine is to the north-eaft of the city, at the 


diftance of about thirty leagues. 

The value and importance of this rich country to Old Spain is fully 
exhibited in the feveral ordinances, rules and direétions, which, from 
time to time, have been iffued to the Intendants of the provinces, and 
enforced by the fupreme council of the Indies, at the exprefs command of 
His Catholic Majefty. Thefe are comprehended under diftinét titles, or 
heads, as they have reference, or apply to, the ecclefiaftical or civil go- 
vernment of the kingdom. The principal obfervances are thofe re- 
fpeéting the tenths and contributions for the endowment of the churches, 
and the fupport of the religious orders; the colle€tion of the public 
revenues, the appropriation of the royal eftates, the adminiftration of 
juftice, the regulation of the internal police, and the delegation of pow- 
ers and authority in the event of foreign wars or domeftic infur- 
rections. 

I was fo fortunate as to obtain a tranflation of moft of thefe rules 
by which the archbifhops and chief officers of flate regulate their 
conduét ; and as it does not appear to me, that I.can fhew the rigid 
attention which is, and has ever been, paid by the Spanifh court to the 
interefts of thefe wealthy eftablifhments, fo well, as by quoting fome few 
of the royal commands, I have extraéted three for this purpofe. 

« Number 150. 

* By the Bull of Alexander the VIth, dated the 16th of november, 
1501, and confirmed fince by fucceflive fupreme pontiffs, the TenTus 
or THE Inp1zEs belong to my royal crown, and half of a year’s falary 
on the benefices conferred by me; with full dominion, abfolute and irre- 
vocable, to affift the churches with a fufficient fum annually, for the 
decorous maintenance of the divine law, and for a competent falary to 
the prelates and other minifters of the holy gofpel, who ferve at the al- 
tar. In virtue of which, the fundamental difpofition of the ritual has 
been promulgated, that thefe objets may be duly fulfilled. My crown 
remains under the obligation of fupplying, at the expence of the reft of 
the rents of its patrimony, the fum deficient to which thefe, annually, may 
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not amount, for the endowments and. other holy purpofes; and, there- 
fore, it is incumbent upon all thofe aéting under my royal, authority to 
be watchful over, to have good difcretion in the adminifiration of the 
decimal produftions, and to divide them ,amongft the. parties interefted, 
with due exaétnefs and integrity, that the holy churches, parifhes, and 
hofpitals, under the immediate fovereign protection, may not feel any 
injury or wrong, nor my royal exchequer be called upon for its pledged 
re{ponfibility. I therefore command, that the royal officers do affift at 
all the public fales and accounts of the tenths, and that they likewife 
attend to the ereétions and repairs of the churches, and duly examine 
the expence of each, and that they ultimately prevent all frauds and 
impofitions, to the end that the participants may have their right, and 
that my royal eftates may not be charged with any refponfibility for de- 
ficiencies. Having confidered that the new eftablifhment and fyftem of 
intendancies may offer doubts, on the method propofed for carrying the 
feveral regulations into effet, I have thought proper, conformably to 
the true f{pirit of the laws already in being, to annex the following com- 
mands, for the purpofe of facilitating the new arrangement, and to in- 
fure the moft exaét execution of all the matters it contains.” 

Here follow direétions for the calling of meetings, and a lift of the 
officers commanded to attend them, with a great number of rules for fe- 
curing to the government a due adminiftration of their feveral funétions. 
And it will be feen, by the following extraéts, that the happinefs of the 
people, the prefervation of good order, and the improvement of the coun- 
try, are objects not lefs regarded by the Spanifh monarchy, than the efta- 
blifhment of its religious perfuafion, or profiting by the immenfe wealth 
which South America is capable of yielding. 

« Confiding in the care and attention which has been manifefted by 
the Intendants of provinces, I command that they do, by means of them- 
felves, or fubaltern judges, gain a thorough knowledge of the lives, in- 
clinations, and cuftoms of the people fubjeét to their government ; that 
they chaftife the lazy, and thofe of bad intentions, who, far from fup- 
porting the good order and police of their refpective towns, caufe in- 
quietudes and {candal, disfiguring, with their vices and lazinefs, the good 
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face of things, defpifing the laws, and perverting the defigns of thofe 
amongft them who are virtuoufly difpofed. They are not, however, un- 
der colour or pretext of their authority, to be inquifitive, or to meddle 
in the life, genius, private purfuits, or domeftic concerns of individuals, 
nor to take cognizance of reports er uneftablifhed accufations that can- 
not influence the good example of the people, nor difturb the tranquillity 
of the public government. 

« For the due adminiftration of juftice, and the circumftances which 
have already been provided for by the foregoing articles, it appears, that 
whatever may conduce to the happinefs or profperity of my vaflals, 
fhould and ought to be diligently attended to and obferved by the ma- 
eiftrates and officers of police. For this efpecial purpofe, I order that 
the Intendants do procure, from engineers of the greateft renown and 
abilities, topographical maps of their refpeétive provinces, in which are 
to be diftinguifhed their boundaries, mountains, woods, rivers, lagoons, 
and all other matters worthy of note; and to this end, the engineers fo 
employed are to execute their commiffions with all the promptitude, ex- 
a€tnefs, and punétuality of expreffion poffible ; they are to become ac- 
quainted with the temperature and qualities of the feveral foils, and of 
the natural productions, not only of the animal and vegetable, but of the 
mineral, kingdoms; of the mountains, valleys, paftures, and meadows ; 
of the rivers which are capable of being widened, made navigable, and ub 
timately to communicate with the ocean ; the expence of fuch undertak- 
ings, and the benefits that would refult to my fubjeéts from carrying fuch 
works into effe&t. They are to make themfelves perfeétly fatisfied in what 
places new channels or aqueducéts might be made, which would be ufeful 
for the watering of the lands under cultivation, and for the purpofe of re- 
ducing labour by the ere€tion of mills. To report the ftate of the bridges; 
pointing out thofe which. require repairing, and the paffes over which 
additional ones ought to. be thrown. What roads can be amended, im- 
proved or fhortened; what proteétion or guards are neceffary for their. 
fecurity. In what parts are growing timbers, ufeful for fhip-building 
in the provinces, or valuable in the European arfenals; they are to cer- 
tify and report upon the induftry and commerce of the diftrifts ; the 

fea- 


ROUND THE WORLD. 


fea-ports capable of fheltering veflels, which from their fituation and 
utility ought to be kept open, and fuch as are prejudicial that had better 
be fhut. The Intendants will alfo inform themfelves of the means of 
bettering the condition of my people, by augmenting their comforts, and 
by conferving the happinefs and profperity of my dominions. With 
thefe objects before them, they are to take efpecial care, that, in 
the towns or villages, within their refpeétive provinces, they do not al- 
low of vagabonds without deftination, nor people without inclination to 
work; but that they make the {fturdy, and of competent age to manage 
arms, inlift into my royal regiments, engage in my marine fervice, or on 
board fhips of commerce ; or elfe that they order fuch perfons to be em- 
ployed in the repairing or ere€ting fuch public works, as fhall be judged 
moft proper, according to the circumftances of each individual’s cafe. 
Should any fuch perfons be unfit for work, and mendicants by profef- 
fion, they fhall be taken up, put into hofpitals, and there be employ- 
ed each according to his ftrength ; but if it can be proved that they are 
reftlefs unquiet fubje€ts of no refponfibility, and bad charaéter, the penal- 
ties eftablifhed by the laws of the Indies are to be infli€&ted, and fuch 
vagrants are to be fent to hard labour in the mines, or to the Pre- 
fidios.” 

Thefe ordinances are alfo the firft of a great number of regulations, 
which follow for the encouragement of induftry, the cultivation of the 
furface, and extending the mineral property of thefe kingdoms, im which 
is difplayed no lefs zeal and concern for the profperity and comforts of 
all the inhabitants, whether of Spanifh extraétion or the native Indians, 
than for the intereft which the Spanifh crown poffeffes in fecuring to it- 
felf the monopoly of this valuable part of its extenfive empire. For as. 
the kingdom of Chili cannot but be regarded as capable of producing 
great wealth, as well from its furface as from its inexhauftible mineral 
productions, it may fairly be efteemed as one of the richef territories 
belonging to His Catholic Majefty. In order, however, to. promote the 
growth of the greateft quantity of corn and number of cattle, encourage- 
ment fhould be given to the lower orders of the people to become in- 


duftrious, and to prefer the pleafant purfuits of cultivation, to that fupine 
and 
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and inaétive way of life to which they have been too long accuftomed ; 
for if a fpirit of induftry were geneyally diffufed amongft them, and due 
rewards held out for working the valuable metals, the prefent habits of 
indolence would probably be overcome; and as there does not exift any 
phyfical impediment to exertion either from climate or any local cir- 
cumftance, it is not poffible to afcertain what might be the fum of the 
return from the produétive labour of this highly favored country, when 
fuch labour fhould be properly direéted to the feveral fources of its latent 
wealth. The influence of the ecclefiaftical orders over the minds of the 
people, and the preference which is given by them, and the generality 
of the inhabitants, to an ufelefs unworthy life of lazinefs and begging, 
will continue to operate againft any change; and it is much to be ap- 
prehended, that nothing but a totally new modification of their prefent 
“{cheme of fociety, can infure to the individuals, and to the flate under 
which they are proteéted, the advantages that a reform in their politi- 

cal fyftem promifes in future to beftow. 
Confidering that the time we had now been abfent from the veffels 
had been of fufficient length to accomplifh the feveral fervices I had left 
to be performed, preparations were made for our return to Valparaifo ; 
and after exprefling our moft grateful acknowledgments for the weighty 
obligations conferred upon us, by the unremitting attention to our pre- 
fent comforts, and anxious concern for our future welfare, which on 
every occafion had been exhibited by His Excellency the Prefident, and 
making offer of our beft thanks for the friendly, hofpitable, and polite 
entertainment we had recetved from other dividuals during our ftay in ~ 
the capital, we took our leave, and proceeded from St. Jago towards 
Valparaifo. The fame mode of conveyance as that to which we had . 
before reforted, was now adopted for our journey back to the fea coaft. 
Neither the road we had to retrace, nor the country on either fide of it, 
prefented any thing in the courfe of our travelling worthy of remark, 
that I have not fuficiently noticed on our journey to St. Jago, except- 
ing that the road, which from the loofenefs of the materials with which 
it is formed, had fuffered, as I fufpeéted it would, very much by the de- 
fcending waters from the mountains, and in many places it was greatly 
injured 
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injured by the rain that had fallen during our refidence at St. Jago; and 
it is much to be feared, unlefs fome means can be adopted for its fecu- 
rity, and to prevent the injurious effeéts of the defcending torrents, that 
this valuable defign proje€ted by Don Ambrofio will in a great meafure 
be defeated, 

On our arrival at Valparaifo I found moft of our bufinefs ina ftate of 
forwardnels ; the mainmaft had been repaired and was got on board, but 
on our attempting to rig the mainyard, it was found to be rotten nearly 
half through in the middle of it, and in this {tate intirely unfit for fervice; 
this was a mortification I did not expect to have met with, and as there 
was no poflibility of procuring at this place a {par of fufficient fize to 
replace it, the only means we had of repairing the defe&t was by making 
a temporary yard out of a {pare maintopmait, with the addition of the 
yard arms of the yard which was decayed, and which I was extremely 
forry to obferve were by no means in a perfeétly found condition. 

Although a further detention at Valparaifo was now unavoidable, yet 
that was not the only circumftance which produced me concern on this 
occafion; for this additional difafter was of {0 ferious a nature, that when 
I came to refleét on the difabled condition of our main-matt, and that our 
main-yard would be in three pueces, I was under the cruel neceflity of 
giving up all further thoughts of recommencing our furvey of the coaft 
to the fouthward of the iflands of Chiloe, and to determine on making 
the beft of our way from this port round cape Horn to St. Helena. I. 
could not, however, avoid having fome apprehenfion left our very crip- 
pled ftate fhould prove infufficient to preferve the veffel amidft the boift 
terous feas we had to encounter in this paflage, notwithftanding that every 
precaution within our power that could be devifed was reforted to, for the 
purpofe of making the maft and yard as fecure as poffible. 

The regret I felt in being thus compelled to abandon the examina- 
tion of this almoft unknown, yet interefting part of the ccaft, is not to 
be defcribed ; becaufe I had anxioufly hoped that I fhould have been 
enabled by our re-equipment at Valparaifo, to have carried into effet 
the whole of the commiffion which His Majefty had been pleafed to in- 
truft to my execution; but under all the circumftances of both the veffels 
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condition, I did not confider myfelf warranted to indulge my inclinations 


~ atthe hazard of His Majefty’s {hips under my command, and at the rifk 


of the lives of fo many valuable men, who had cheerfully endured the 
fatigues of our former furvey, and who, after fo long an abfence from 
their native country were intitled, in a peculiar manner, to every care and 
protection that were in my power, for the purpofe of infuring them a fafe 
return to their families and friends. 

The main-yard was fent on fhore, and the carpenters were immediately 
employed upon it; but as I could not flatter myfelf that it would be in a 
ftate fit to be received again on board in lefs than eight or ten days, I em- 
ployed this interval in examining the f{tores and provifions with which we 
had been fupplied, in attending to the repairs of the veffels, vifiting the 
obfervatory on fhore, and making fome obfervations on the harbour and 
town of Valparaifo ; with which, and the refult of the aftronomical and 
nautical obfervations made during our ftay, I fhall conclude this chapter. 

The caulkers were yet bufy on the decks and other parts of the Dif- 
covery, and the rigging demanded infinitely more repair than I had fup- 
pofed it would have required, owing to the very rotten and decayed ftate 
of almoft every rope on board. In thefe effential fervices the artificers 
were conftantly engaged, whilftthe reft of the crew were employed in 
procuring a full fupply of water, and {uch a ftock of flour and other pro- 
vifions as I confidered would be neceffary until we fhould arrive at St. 
Helena. . 

Ships deftined to the port of Valparaifo, fhould endeavour during the ~ 
fummer months to make the coaft well to the fouthward of the bay, in 
order that a fair wind may be infured for entering the bay. The fouth- 
erly winds, which in general extend from Go to 70 leagues from the 
coaft, moftly prevail until the month of may; and from the middle of 
that month during all ‘the months of june, july, auguft, and feptember, — 
I was given to underftand the prevailing winds were from the north. 
Thefe winds are commonly attended with great quantities of rain, and 
very foggy weather, but they do not often blow with much violence. 
As foon as the wind returns to the fouthward the dry feafon commences, 
and fo it continues with little variation during the remainder of the year. 
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Thefe winds, however, frequently blow very ftrong, fo as to break vef- 
fels adrift, though well fecured by anchors on the fhore, near to the 
town of Valparaifo. Within four or five leagues of the point of Angels, 
which 1s the weftern point of the bay, is a low rocky point, near to which 
is a detached high barren rock; thefe points lie from each other s. 5lw. 


and n.51£. To the northward of the above low rocky point, are 


fome {cattered rocks, that lie about two miles from the point, and about 
a fourth of that diftance from the fhore, and to the northward of thefe 
rocks is a fandy bay, on the north-eaft fide of which is ahoufe. In 
this bay I was led to believe that anchorage might be had, though the 
fituation is certainly very much expofed. The point of Angels, (off 
which are alfo fome rocks lying very near to it,) may be approached by 
failing at the diftance of half a league from the fhore, and as foon as the 
point is paffed the town of Valparaifo is inftantly difcovered. About 
feven miles to the north-eaft from this point is a clufter of rocks lying 
at fome diftance from the fhore, on which the fea breaks violently ; but 
we had no opportunity of afcertaining their fituation with any degree 
of precifion. The bay is about four miles wide, and about a mile 
deep ; apparently free from any fort of danger; but as it is greatly ex- 
pofed to the northerly winds, the trading veflels conftantly moor with 
two good anchors and cables in that dire€tion, and with other cables 
faft to anchors on fhore, in 5 or 6 fathoms water, foft fandy bottom, 
near to the cuftom-houfe ; by which means it is expected that the officers 
of the revenue may be enabled to prevent any contraband trade, by 
vigilantly attending to their duty in the day time, and by a rowing 
guard during the night. The depth of the water gradually increafes 
with the diftance from the fhore to 35 fathoms, and the bottom be- 
comes more tenacious. In the depth of 16 fathoms, in which we took 
our flation, it was a very {tiff clay. Here we moored a cable each way, 
to the northward and to the fouthward, the point of Angels bearing by 
compafs N. 95 w., the fort in the town n. 86 w., the redoubt on the 
hill s. 5 £., the church at Almandrel s.65£., the eaft fort Nn. 83 E., the 
eaft point of the bay N. 57 £., and the neareft fhore s. 7 w., a cable’s 
length diftant. 
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On the top of a hill, on the eaft fide of the bay, is an open or bar- 


V—\— bet battery, lately ere€ted with ftone and brick, and capable of mount- 


ing ten guns; this battery commands all that fide of the bay, the beach, 
and the village of Almandrel. On the fummit of another hill is a ftone 
redoubt, of a circular form, with eleven embrafures ; thefe command 
the beach and village of Almandrel to the eaftward, the bay to the 
northward, and the town and harbour of Valparaifo to the north-weft- 
ward. Although this fortification was in a moft neglefted and ruinous 
condition, we were given to underftand, that the principal magazine 
was inclofed within its ruins. The largeft and moft confiderable fortifi- 
cation is in the middle of the town, within which is the refidence of the 
governor. It is fituated on a {mall eminence, one fide of which is open, 
to the fea, and is feparated from it only by a very narrow pafs. The 
height of the lower wall, which is ftrong, and well built with mafonry, 
is about fifteen feet to the embrafures ; of which, there are fix that front 
the fea, two face the ftreet to the eaftward, and two look into the 
market-place to the weftward. The upper part of the hill is furround- _ 
ed by another ftrong {tone wall, about ten feet in height, and half way 
up the hill; a third wall croffes it, which fhews three embrafures to the 
fea, immediately over the fort and the governor’s houfe below. At 
the place where this wall terminates, which is near the fummit of the 
eminence, the fide of the hill falls perpendicularly down into a deep 
gully, by which the fort is encompaffed, and which might be the means. 
of rendering this fortification unaffailable, and a place that might long 
be maintained, were it not for other hills within mufket-fhot, which 
command every part of it. The fpace inclofed by the lower wall is 
about four hundred yards in length, and in fome places about one hun- 
dred in breadth ; here are the barracks for the troops, and at the upper 
end is a building, in which a court is held, for the regulation of the 
police of the town. A door, in that fide of the wall which faces the 
market-place, is the only entrance, and leads by a winding flair-cafe 
to different parts of the fortification. There is one other fortification, 
about half a mile from the fort, fituated on the weft fide of the bay, at 
the foot of a high hill, and but little elevated above the level of the 
fea. 
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fea. This fhews a face of five embrafures to the eaft,° and in that 
direGtion commands the welt fide of the bay; three embrafures to the 
northward are fo difpofed, as to be able to open upon any veflel the 
inftant fhe paffes round the point of Angels; whilft two others to the 
fouthward, command the fhips lying in the harbour or the bay. We 
computed that thefe feveral places contained about feventy pieces 
of cannon, many of which were without proper carriages, and fome 
were lying difmounted under the walls of the lower battery in the 
town. 

From the weftern fort fome rocks extend into the bay, and the bot- 
tom is too foul for veffels of any force to anchor nearer to this for- 
tification than about four hundred yards; but they may approach 
and anchor in a very eligible fituation, within about two hundred and 
fifty yards of the garrifon or principal fortrefs ; and neither of thefe 
places, in their prefent fituation, would be able to refift a well-direéted 
fire even from two or three frigates. 

It appeared to us to be very extraordinary, that, under the exifting 
circumftances of Europe, and during a war between Spain and France, 
the fortifications at Valparaifo fhould remain in fuch a negleéted, ruinous, 
and defencelefs flate, and that no meafures fhould either be reforted to, 
or appear to be in contemplation, for putting them intO a more re- 
{pe€table condition ; efpecially as it is from this port that the kingdom 
of Peru principally depends for its fupply of grain ; in return for which 
fugar, tobacco, indico, and fpirits, are imported into Valparaifo. Tar 
we found not only to be a very fcarce but dear article, as the expence 
of the quantity which was neceflary for our new cables, was nearly 
equal to that of the workmanfhip and raw material of which they were 
compofed. 

The houfes in Valparaifo, on account of the earthquakes which fre- 
quently happen in South America, like thofe at St. Jago, confift of the 
ground floor only ; the walls are built with mud, and plaftered over with 
a preparation of lime; they are convenient, well adapted to the climate, 
and are in general handfomely furnifhed. In the town and in the vil- 
lage of Almandrel there are fix churches, within the diocefe of the arch- 
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bilhop of St. Jago, but under the direétion of a vicar, who refides at — 
Valparaifo, and 1s amenable for his conduét to the archbifhop. The 


town and. its neighbourhood: are under the jurifdiétion of the governor, 


who receives his appointment, with a falary of four thoufand dollars per _ 


annum, from the king of Spain; but he is neverthelefs under the im- 
mediate orders and controul of the Captain-general. All civil and mili- 
tary caufes are heard at St. Jago. Capital offences are feldom commit- 
ted; a man was found guilty on a charge of felony, and hanged. about 
three years before our arrival, a punifhment that, we under{tood, was fel- 
dom known. to be inflicted. 

I could not afcertain what were the revenues of the king of Spain 
on the exports and imports at Valparaifo, the collection of which is an 
important part of the governor’s bufinefs: nor was I able to fatisfy my- 
felf as to the amount of dollars which are annually fent from this port 
to Old Spain, but I had reafon to believe it was. not lefs than one mil- 
lion and an half. The quantity of gold and filver coined into money at 
Mexico is prodigious ; I obtained an account of the coinage there, from 
the 1ft of january to the 31{ft of december, 1793, by which it appeared 


that the total amount was as under: 


In gold. In filver. Total. 
pefos, or hard dollars, pefos, pelos, 
884,262. 23,428,680. 24,312,942. 


This, however, was the greateft quantity of {pecie ever known in one 
year to have been coined in the money-houfe at Mexico. 


In anfwer to a letter, which by the defire of Sen" Don Ambrofio I had ~ 
written to him, acquainting him with our fafe return to. Valparaifo, he — 
had the goodnefs to exprefs the moft ferious concern for the decayed » 


{tate in which I had the misfortune to find our main-yard; and ima letter 
to Governor Alava, he dire€ted him to ufe his utmoft endeavours to fup- 
ply us with a new one, by fearching amongft the traders in the port; and 
ftating that he had underftood from the fhip Mercury, a main-yard for 
the Difcovery might be procured. Although we could not on this occa- 
fion avail ourfelves of the Prefident’s kind attention, yet thefe letters 
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breathed not only fo much friendlinefs and anxiety for the prefervation 
of our little community, but exhibited fuch earneft folicitude for the fafe 
return of our expedition to Europe, left the important information we 
had to communicate fhould be loft to the world, that I cannot refift 
noticing this circumftance as an additional proof of the goodnefs and 
magnanimity of His Excellency the Prefident of Chili. 

The wind, which had been generally in the fouthern quarter, blowing 
gently, and fubfiding into a calm towards the evening, changed to the 
north, and was accompanied by a very heavy rain, that continued with 
little intermiflion all the following day. After the rain ceafed, the wea- 
ther was cloudy and unpleafant until faturday, when the wind returned 
to the s.s.w., with fair and moderate weather, notwithftanding which 
the Chatham’s fmall bower cable, in confequence of its being completely 
worn out, broke, which obliged Mr. Puget to warp the veffel nearer in 
fhore, and to moor to an anchor on the beach; after which the anchor, 
with the remainder of the cable, was recovered. On the monday. fol- 
lowmg the carpenters. finifhed the main yard, and it was got. on board 
and rigged, the caulkers had nearly finifhed their bufinefs ; and, as I was 
very anxious to take our departure, I gave orders for the obfervatory 
and inftruments to be received on board, and the veffels to be made 
ready for proceeding to fea the firft favorable opportunity. It was not, 
however, until the 5th of may, that we had fufficient wind to encourage 
us to unmoor, which was done about fix in the morning, witha light 
breeze of wind from the fouth; but this foon dying away, we returned 
nearly to the place from whence we had come. Ona frefh breeze {pring- 
ing up, about noon the next day, from the fouth and s. by w., we un- 
moored, and after faluting the fort with thirteen guns, (which were equalt 
ly returned) and taking our leave of Governor Alava, and the reft of our 
very hofpitable friends at Valparaifo, we made fail from the port, in 
company with the Chatham and a Spanifh brig and fchooner. 


The trade of this port is carried on in fhips from two hundred and. 


fifty to feven hundred tons burthen ; in which. is annually exported to 
Lima about fifteen thoufand tons of wheat and wheat-flour, large quan- 
tities of {mall cordage, dried falt fifh, and apples, pears, and peaches, in 
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great abundance. All goods imported are landed on a foft fandy bank 
lying before the cuftom-houfe, and from thence carried into the ware- 
houfes, or removed to diftant parts of the country on the backs of mules ; 
by which conveyance the articles for exportation are in like manner 
brought down to the fhore. Moft kinds of vegetables, and a great vas 
riety of fruits, as well thofe of the northern parts of Europe, as thofe 
common in the tropical countries, were here procured in great plenty, 
were all excellent of their kinds, and were very cheap: the water was 
extremely good, though the mode of obtaining it was fomewhat tedious, 
as we were obliged to fill our cafks from pipes of a {mall bore, through 
which it was conduéted from the refervoir in the market-place down to 
the water-fide. Although there was no perceptible current in the bay, 
the rife and fall of the tide was evidently about three feet. 


ASTRONOMICAL and NAUTICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
On the 27th of march, 1795, Kendall’s chronometer, ac- 
/ 3 


cording to the laft rate, fhewed the longitude to be — - 287° 40°50" 
Arnold’s No. 14, - - - - - - 287° 53 35 
Ditto i703 - - . - - - 286 30 50 


The true longitude, as afcertained at the obfervatory, by 

39 fets of lunar diftances, was " - “ - 288 28 52 
By which it appears, that Kendall’s chronometer was 

42’ 2"; Arnold’s No. 14, 3517"; and Arnold’s No. 176, 

1°58 2” to the weftward of true longitude. 


By equal altitudes, taken on the 26th of april, 1795; , 

Kendall’s chronometer was found to be faft of mean 

time at Greenwich, on that day at noon, “ 10459 23" 15 
And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 29 34 
Arnold’s No. 14, faft of mean time, at Greenwich, ditto, 6 15 10 15 
And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 25 10 
Arnold’s No. 176, faft of mean time at Greenwich, ditto, 13 28 33 15 
And to. be gaining on mean time, per day, at the rate of 58 57 
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The latitude of the obfervatory, by twelve meri- 2795. 
dional altitudes of the fun, was found to be ae aes Ts4 epee 
The variation, by two different compaffes, and 
by fix fets of obfervations on each, - 14 49 _— eaftwardly 
The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle 
Marked end, North face Eatft, - = 44° 57’ 
Ditto, ditto Weft, E = 44 40 
Ditto, South face Eaft, - - 43°45 
Ditto, ditto Weft, - “ 43 40 
Mean inclination of the marine dipping needle, : 4415 
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
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Ouit Valparaifo—Proceed to the fouthward—Pafs to the fouth of cape Horn 
. —Ufelefs fearch for the ila Grande—Part company with the Chatham— 


Arrive at St. Helena—Foin the Chatham there—Leave St. Helena—Cap- 


ture the Macaffar Dutch Eaft India Man—Proceed to the northward— 
Difcover anumoer of veffels under convoy of His Majefty’s fhip Sceptre— 
Join the convoy, and proceed with rt to the Shannon—Difcovery proceeds 
from thence to the riwer Thames.—Afironomical and nautical obfervations. 


H AVING appointed with Mr. Puget our next rendezvous to be at 
St. Helena, with a frefh breeze varying between s.s.w. and s. by E.,. 
we left the bay of Valparaifo, and paffed the point of Angels, fteering 
to the w.s.w. The weather was clear and pleafant, yet a heavy fwell 
from the s.s.w. indicated very boifterous weather in that quarter; the 
wind, however, continued to blow a gentle gale from the fouth-weftern 
quarter, with which we made confiderable progrefs. From the ex- 
tremely worn-out ftate of our fails, the foretopmaft ftayfail fplit, and 
on a furvey of our other fails and cables, we were under the neceflity of 
condemning a beft bower cable, a foretopfail, and main topmatft ftayfail, 
which were unbent, and replaced by others that could fcarcely be con- 
fidered to be in a much more ferviceable condition. 

The obferved latitude, on faturday, was found to be 99° 21’ fouth, 
the longitude, by Arnold’s chronometer, No. 14, 282°5'; by No. 176, 
282° 36 30”; by Kendall’s, 282° 645"; and by the dead reckoning 
282° 25'; the variation of the compafs 19°15’ eaftwardly. The wind 
veered for a few hours to the north-weft, and blew a frefh gale, with 
which we dire€ted our courfe towards the s.s.£., until it returned to its 

former 
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former fouth-weftern quarter, when we fhould have been able to have 
made great progrefs to the fouthward, had we not been repeated- 
ly under the neceflity of fhortening fail for the Chatham, which was far 
a-ftern. Some petrels, and fix or eight pintados, were feen about the 
fhip, and two days afterwards feveral large albatrofles were obferved at 
no great diftance. The weather continued to be pleafant until the 19th, 
when the wind changed to the north-weft, and was attended by very 
thick difagreeable fqually weather. Our courfe was again diretted to 
the s.s.£.; and it gave me concern that we were not able to avail our- 
{elves of this favorable wind, without rifking a feparation from the Chat- 
ham ; for, notwithftanding the additional quantity of ballaft which. fhe 
had taken on board at Valparaifo, fhe did not appear to be improved. 
in her failing: about noon her fignal was made with a gun to make 
more fail. The wind increafed from the weft and north-weft,’ ac- 
companied by very heavy fqualls of hail and rain ; in the courfe of the 
night falfe fires were burnt, to denote our fituation to our confort, 
and on the next forenoon her fignal was again repeated to make more 
fail; but as we ftill kept increafing our diftance from her, about noon 
T ordered the mainfail to be hauled up, and a reef taken in each of the 
topfails. At this time, in latitude 50° 50° fouth; longitude, by Arnold’s 
No. 14, 280° 33’ 45”; by No. 176, 281° 32’ 30”; by Kendall’s chrono- 
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meter 280°-25' 30”; and by the dead reckoning 281° 11’; the variation of 


the compafs was obferved to be 17° eaftwardly ; and cape Noir to bear 
by compafs, according to the Spanifh charts, s.425., diftant 100 
leagues, but, by our calculations, it bore by compafs s. 46 z.,’ and was 
at the diftance of 107 leagues. 

As we proceeded to the fouthward the weather gradually changed for 
the worfe, and the wind, which, with little interruption, had hitherto 
been agreeable to our wifhes, now became turbulent, and blew at times 
in very heavy fqualls; 1n one of thefe, about three o’clock on friday 
afternoon, we carried away the maintopfail fheet: this obliged us to 
take in the fail; on the gale increafing the foretopfail was furled ; 
and, fearful of any ferious accident, either to our main yard or matt, I 
dire€ted the mainfail to be taken in, and the topgallant yards and maits 
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to be ftruck, in order that the weak parts might be ftrained as little 
as could be helped; about an hour afterwards, the ftarboard bumkin 
was alfo carried away, and the wind, at w.s.w., continued to blow 
with great violence until midnight, when it became fomewhat more mo- 
derate, and we were enabled to fet the mainfail’ and ftorm ftayfail. 
Falfe fires were burnt during the night as fignals to the Chatham. 
Towards the next morning, after lowering the topfails, and hauling 
up the mainfail, in a heavy fquall of wind and hail, we wore the fhip, 
to wait for our confort. In the afternoon, although the wind con- 
tinued nearly from the fame quarter, the weather became more mo- 
derate, and we were able to get up our topgallant yards and matts, 
and to make the beft of our way towards the fouth, directing our 
courfe as much to the eaftward as the variation of the wind would. 
permit. This favorable change, however, was not of long duration ;. 
for, in the afternoon of the 25th, on the wind veering to the weft and’ 
north-weft, we were obliged to clofe-reef the fore and maintopfail,. 
and take in the mizentopfail. The gale continued to increafe with: 
fo much violence, that, by feven o’clock on tuefday morning, we were 
under the neceflity of handing our topfails, and getting the top-gal-. 
lant yards and mafts down upon deck, to relieve the mafts, and to 
make the fhip as fnug as poflible. The obferved latitude at noon was. 
56° 4' fouth; by Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, the longitude appeared 
to be 285° 52°30"; by No. 176, 286°55';. by Kendall’s, 285°-92"15”; 
and by the dead reckoning 286° 33’. According to obfervations which 
had been procured in the two preceding days, it appeared, that the dead 
reckoning had erred thirteen miles in latitude, and twenty-five miles 
in longitude, the fhip having been fet fo far to the north-eaftward. The 
wind continued to blow very hard, varying between w. s.w. and w.Nn.w., 
until towards the evening, when it altered to the eaft, and E. s. r. brought 7 
with it a very heavy fall of fnow, and blew fo violently, that our wea- 
ther maintopfail fheet gave way, and obliged us to take in the fail. 
About fix o’clock the next morning the wind again changed to the s.w., 
and the weather became fufficiently moderate and clear to get up the 
topgallant yards and matfts, and to fet our reefed topfails. Notwithftand- 
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ing that at this time there was no great preflure on any part of the rig- 
‘ging, fo extremely rotten and decayed were our principal ropes and 
fails, that our ftarboard maintopfail fheet broke, the gib-boom {napped 
fhort off about the middle, and the wind {plit the mizentopfail. ~Juft 
before nine o’clock in the forenoon, an ifland was feen bearing by com- 
pafs N.15 w., which at firft we fuppofed to be Diego Ramirez; but as 


that is reprefented by former navigators to be.a fingle ifland in the latitude | 


‘of 56° 38’ fouth, longitude 291° 34’; as the land-in fight foon put on the 
appearance of being much broken; as we had foundings about two in 
in the afternoon at the diftance of 9 leagues in the depth of 80 fathoms, ‘in 
the latitude of 56° 28’ fouth, longitude 291° 23'; and as Captain Cook 
had pafled between the iflands of St. Ildefonfo and Tierra del F uego, in 
the latitude of 55° 53’ fouth, longitude 290° 19 ; I had every reafon to 
believe that we had been ees and that the land we had feen at nine 
o'clock was St. Hdefonfo’s ifles, which at this time bore by compals 
w.s.w. The wind was lefs boifterous on the fucceeding day, but 
the weather continued to be unpleafant, being very dark Hes gloomy, 
with frequent heavy fhowers of fnow. About eleven o'clock at night, 
ina {quall of hail, rain, and fnow, the maintopfail was fplit and was re- 
placed by another, which although whole and the beft wehad, was ina 
‘very unferviceable condition, 

Notwithftanding that the {now continued to fall fo very heavily that 
no obfervation for the latitude could be procured, yet by four double 
altitudes of the fun taken by two perfons with different inflruments, the 
latitude was found to be 56° 57’; the longitude carried on by the dead 
reckoning, and corrected by Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, appeared to 
be 293° 39, and the variation of the compafs 29° eaftwardly. 

Confidering that we were now fufficiently advanced to. the fouthward 
to avoid any inconvenience or interruption from the iflands which lie off 
cape Horn, I determined to fhape fuch a courfe to the north-eaftward, 
as we proceeded in our route to St. Helena, as might afford me an op- 
portunity of feeing and determining the fituation of the Ifla Grande, 
the fouthern point of which is ftated to be in latitude 45° 30’, longitude 
319° 20’. On the goth we were again vifited by ftrong gales and heavy 
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fqualls of wind from the weft and north-weftern points, which frequently 
reduced us to our courfes; as we proceeded towards the north-eaft, the 
latitude by an indifferent obfervation appeared to be 55° 28’, and the 
longitude at noon brought forward by Arnold’s chronometer No. 14, was 
according to the dead reckoning, 299° 9’. 

On the 2{t of june about fix in the morning, I ordered the foretopfail 
to be taken in, for the purpofe of allowing the Chatham to come up with 
us, as fhe was at this time far aftern. At day-light the next morning fhe 
was in fight from the maintop, but not from the deck. 

Our latitude by the dead reckoning fince the preceding day being 
46° 16’, and the longitude brought forward by Arnold’s chronometer No. 


14, 310° 8’, it was reafonable to conclude, as we hada frefh breeze from’ 


the weft and fouth-weft, that we were approaching very rapidly towards 
Ifla Grande; and as I was very folicitous to examine the {pace al- 
lotted to this iffand, I continued our courfe to the northward, that we 
might fall into its parallel fome leagues to the weftward of the fpot af- 
fined to it; but in the afternoon we were again vifited by a very furt- 
ous f{torm at firft from the n.w. but foon afterwards from the s.w. 
which obliged us to fteer to the eaftward, under the forefail and clofe- 
reefed maintopfail on the cap, in order that we might keep a-head of the 
fea which ran exceflively high, and broke with great violence. Under 
this reduced canvas, we outfailed the Chatham fo much as to lofe fight of 
her. The fouth-weft gale continued to blow very hard until the morning 
of the 5th, when it moderated, and was attended by clear, though fe- 
verely cold weather. We now ftood to the northward, and had the 
pleafure of rejoining the Chatham. At noon our obferved latitude was 
45° 30, longitude 312° 55’; in this fituation I efteemed it to be a very 
fortunate circumftance that the weather was fine, and that the horizon 
was remarkably clear in all directions, excepting between the N. w. and 
N.N.E.; fo that had any land been above our horizon within the dit 
tance of from 10 to 20 leagues, it could not poffibly have efcaped our 
notice. Between the limits above-mentioned, which were occupied by 
a haze, we could alfo have difcerned land at the diftance of 5 or 6 leagues, 
and as it was in this dire€tion that we were fleering, we muft have fallen in 
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with it had any land there exifted. From noon our courfe was direGted 
about N. by £., which by eight in the evening brought us to the latitude of 
45° 4’, longitude 319° 9’. The weather continued to be tolerably clear 
until the clofe of the day, but no land was within our view, nor had we 
the leaft reafon, from any of the ufual indications, to fuppofe ourfelves 
in its vicinity, excepting from the number of birds that were about the 
{hip. 

According to Mr. Arrowfmith’s comprehenfive chart, (in which the Ifla 
Grande is placed agreeably to the affigned fituation of it by Mr. Dalrym- 
ple,} the track of Dr. Halley is laid down about a degree to the weftward 
of our path, croffing the fame parallel in the longitude of about 911° Binks 
from which circumftance it is probable, that thofe on board that veffel faw 
a confiderable diftance to the weftward of them. Since therefore we met 
with no drift wood, nor other circumftance to indicate our vicinity to land; 
(and had any been near to us in a weltwardly direétion, fuch indications 
mott likely would, from the generally prevailing winds, have been prefented 
to us), I was led to conclude, that if M. La Roche did difcover any ifland 
under the parallel of 45° fouth, that fuch land muft have been to the eaft- 
ward of our track. Under this perfuafion, about eight in the evening, as 
the weather had the appearance of being fine, and the wind moderate, I 

{teered a more eaftwardly courfe, with an intention, fhould the winds 
prove favorable, to continue about this parallel until we fhould pafs the 
meridian of South Georgia; from the fhores of which ifland, it is with 
great reafon fuppofed, La Roche fteered to the north, and in that 
route fell in with Ila Grande. It is therefore moft likely, that if any 
fuch land has exiftence, it will be found not very far remote from the 
fituation affigned to it by Captain Cook; a faét I was very defirous of 
eftablifhing. . 

On faturday morning, although the, weather was gloomy, with the 

wind from the north, yet it admitted of our feeing diftinétly all around 
us for feveral leagues; we continued to fland to the eaftward until four in 
the afternoon, when in latitude 45° 6’ fouth, longitude 314° 50’, the at- 
mofphere was fufficiently clear to have feen any land above our horizon 
at the diftance of 6 or 8 leagues, but nothing of the kind was within the 

limits 
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limits of our view. The wind now veered to the n.£. and eaft, and 
blew a frefh gale, with which we ftood to the north, in the night to the 
s.E., and on the following morning to the s.s.£. and fouth, fo that we 
were unable to regain the parallel of 45° without employing more time 
than I had now to appropriate to this examination; being, from. the 
extremely bad condition of our fails and rigging, very anxious to lofe no 
opportunity of making the beft of our way to St. Helena; and for this 
reafon I gave up all further thought of fearching for I{la Grande, and 
continued our courfe towards the N. N.E. 

This fhort inveftigation, however, will ferve to {hew that no fuch ifland 
exifts in or about the latitude of 45°? fouth, between the meridians 312° 
and 915° 20 of eaft longitude; and that, as I have already mentioned, 
Dr. Halley moft hkely determined the fame point, namely, that there 
was no fuch ifland, a degree further to the weftward. 

At midnight the Chatham was clofealong fide of us, but by four o’clock 
ihe next morning fhe was nearly out of fight a-ftern of the Difcovery, our 
mainfail and topgallant-fails were therefore taken in to wait for her nearer 
approach ; atday-light fhe was feen about three miles a-ftern, and havingat 
this time a fteady frefh gale with fair weather, her fignal was made to make 
more fail, and repeated with a gun feveral times until about ten o’clock, 
when the Chatham neither making fail, nor exhibiting any reafon indicative 
of her wanting afliftance, I concluded that fome caufe of no very ferious 
nature had retarded her progrefs; and juft as we had fet our ftudding 
fails, I had the pleafure to fee her employed in the fame bufinefs alfo. 

Shortly after noon the wind veered to the s. w. and having increafed 
our diftance from the Chatham very confiderably, we fhortened fail to 
wait for her coming up, concluding that fhe would foon overtake us un- 
der our then reduced quantity of canvas. In thefe expectations however 
we were difappointed; at ten at night the wind had again frefhened from 
the N.N.w.; we now burnt a falfe fire to denote our fituation to our 
confort, but this was not anfwered, and by two the next morning the 
wind veered to the weftward, and blew a very {trong gale, during which, 
left we fhould lofe the Chatham, we hauled up the mainfail and clofe- 
reefed the topfails; but as at day-light fhe was not in fight from the maft- 
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head, and as I did not know in what dire@ion to fearch for her, I could 
not but confider the inferiority of her failing had at length completed 
our feparation, and in the hope that we fhould meet all well at St. 
Helena, our next rendezvous, we made the belt of our way thither, 
by continuing our courfe to the north-eaftward. The obferved latitude 
at noon was 36° 45’, longitude according to Arnold’s chronometer No. 
14, 324° 43’, and the variation of the compa{s 6° eaftwardly. The 
wind continued to blow very hard at times, attended by heavy rains, 
and thick cloudy {qually weather, in which our {fails frequently fplit, 
and our topfail-fheets and other effential parts of the rigging gave way, 
until the goth, when it became more moderate, and in latitude 34° 38" 
fouth, longitude 347°10', brought forward by Arnold’s chronometer No. 
14, the fhip appeared to have been fet 25 miles of latitude towards the 
north, and 34 miles of longitude towards the eaft of the reckoning. 
About half paft five o’clock on funday morning, Richard Jones, one 
of the feamen, unfortunately fell overboard from the main chains and 
was drowned. The accident had no fooner happened than a grating was 
thrown overboard, and the fhip was inftantly hove to, for the purpofe of 
affording him every affiftance; but this was to no effe&, for the poor 
fellow funk immediately, and was never more feen. By this melancholy 
event the fervice loft a very able feaman, and his comrades a good mem- 
ber of their fociety. On the following day at noon, in latitude 9° 9’ 
fouth, longitude 351° 15/, it appeared that the fhip was 9 miles of lati- 
tude to the northward, and 25 miles of longitude to the eaftward of 
our reckoning; and that the variation of the compafs by two fets‘ of 
azimuths was now 11° 20’ weftwardly. The eaftwardly variation feemed 
to have ceafed about the 16th of june, as in latitude 95° 49! fouth, lon- 
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gitude 292° 5’, it had decreafed to 16’, and fince that period the wefterly - 


variation had been gradually increafing as we proceeded to the north- 
ward. 

No circumftances of importance, or fuch as are worthy to be recorded, 
took place, until about two o’clock in the afternoon of the ed of july, 
when after experiencing tolerably pleafant weather for the preceding ten 
days, the ifland of St. Helena was difcovered bearing by compafs N. by £.; 

; ; about 


July. 
Thurfday 2, 


472 
1795+ 
July. 


Friday 3. 


A VOYAGE OF DESC OVERY 


about eight in the evening we fhortened fail, and hauled our wind on the 
ftarboard tack, as the ifland now extended by compafs from N. 3 w. to 
N. 35 w. at the diftance of about 5 leagues ; at day-light the next morn- 
ing we made fail for St: Helena bay, and about fix o’clock we had the 
happinels of difcovering the Chatham in the fouth-eaflern quarter. As we 
were now faft approaching a port from whence it was reafonable to ex- 
pe@ that opportunities would frequently occur, during the time of our 
re-equipment there, to communicate with our friends in England, I 
dcemed it expedient that the order fhould be publicly read, which I had 
received from the Lords of the Admiralty, direéting me to demand the 
log books and journals which had been kept, and the charts, drawings, 
&c. which had been executed by the officers, petty officers, and gentle- 
men on board the Difcovery; and directing alfo, that I fhould enjoin 
them and the whole of the crew not to divulge where they had been, until 
they fhould have permiffion fo to do: anda copy of this order was fent to 
Mr. Puget, with my direétions to enforce the fame on board the Chatham 
alfo. : 

As we approached the bay of St. Helena, I had the mortification to 


fee a fleet of large fhips ftanding out, and apparently bound to the 


northward. This fleet I confidered to be from the Eaft Indies, and that 
it was moft probably boundto England, under the proteétion of which I 
fhould have been happy to have performed the remainder of our voyage ; 
for we were in no fituation to contend with the enemies fhips of equal 
force, nor to have efcaped from thofe of fuperior weight of metal. At 
half paft eight o’clock we anchored in 16 fathoms water, and moored 
with a cable each way. In the bay of St. Helena we found the Arnifton 
Eaft Indiaman, and an American brig. After faluting the fort with thir- 


- teen guns, which were returned, accompanied by Mr. Puget, I paid my 


compliments to the governor, and underftood from him, that the fleet of 
{hips which we had feen depart from the ifland as we had approached it 
in the morning, was, as I had imagined, a fleet of Eaft Indiamen, toge- 
ther with feveral fail of Dutch prizes under the convoy of His Majefty’s 
fhip Sceptre, commanded by Captain Effington. 

I was 
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I was received by the governor of St. Helena with his accuftomed po- 
litenefs, and having underftood from him that hoftilities had taken place 
between the court of London, and the united ftates of Holland, I fent 
an officer on board a Dutch Eaft Indiaman which I had perceived to be 
coming into the bay, and took poffeffion of her as a prize. 

The great plenty of excellent refrefhments with which we had been 
fupplied during our refidence amongft our very hofpitable friends at 
Valparaifo, had not only eradicated every appearance of the feurvy be- 
fore our departure from that port, but had fo completely re-eftablifhed 


- - the health of every individual on board (myfelf excepted) that al- 


though we had now been fifty-eight days at fea, during which time we 
had experienced much bad weather, particularly in that part of the 
paflage as we had approached the weftern coaft of Patagonia, and until 
we had paffed round cape Horn and proceeded fome diftance to the 
north-eaftward ; and had alfo been obliged to make great exertions, and 
to endure great fatigue, owing to the repeated accidents that had befallen 
our fails and rigging, and the additional labour at the pumps confequent 
on the leak in the fore part of the veffel; I had the inexpreffible happi- 


nefs of feeing all my officers and men return to a Britifh fettlement, after 


an abfence from England of more than four years and a quarter, per- 
fe€tly well in health, and with conftitutions apparently unimpared by the 
extremely laborious fervice in which they had been fo long employed, 
and to which without a murmur they had, at all times, and in all wea- 


ther, uniformly fubmitted with great zeal and alacrity. 


Notwithftanding that I had the additional fatisfa€tion to hear, from Mr. 
Puget, that the crew of the Chatham were now in a convalefcent ftate, yet 
Iwas much concerned to become acquainted that their health, as well 
as that of the officers, had fuffered very materially indeed in their 
Jate paflage from Valparaifo. Although, previoufly to our departure 
from that port, every precaution within our power had been taken to 
make both veflels as equal as it were poflible to the tafk which they 
had to perform at the then advanced feafon of the year, through fo 
tempeftuous and inhofpitable a region; yet the fmallnefs of the Chat- 
ham had made her more liable to the influence of the bad weather 
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than the Difcovery, and this will ferve to account for her progrefs 
having been fo very frequently interrupted. For fixteen days toge- 
ther Mr. Puget had been under the neceflity of keeping in the dead 
lights, and from the violence of her motion her decks and fides had be- 
come open and fo leaky, that his people were corftantly in a wet humid 
{tate when they retired from the deck, on which, previoufly to their 
making cape Horn, five men only in a watch were able to do duty ; 
the reft being rendered incapable of it by rheumatic complaints. Veflels: 
of the Chatham’s fize fhould certainly make choice of the fummer feafon 
to infure a good paflage round the fouthern promontory of America ; 
for although the prevailing winds in the winter months of may, june, 
and july, may expedite their voyage, yet this advantage is more than, 
counterbalanced by the fhortnefs of the days, the feverity of the climate, 
and the very ftormy weather which is attendant on this time of the year; 
this Mr. Puget reprefented as having had the effect of keeping the Chat- 
ham, comparatively fpeaking, almoft under water during the greater 
part of the paflage, in which he ftated, that nothing of importance had 
occurred fince the period of our feparation, and that the reafon why our 
laft fignals were not anfwered. on the night of the 8th of june, was, that 
‘the fupply of falfe fire on board the Chatham was at that time totally 
expended. From Mr. Puget I alfo underftood, that in and about the 
latitude affigned to La Roche’s ifla Grande, the Chatham, like the Dif, 
covery, had been vifited by a great number of birds, which, with fome 
fea weed, were the only indications he had noticed of the vicinity of 
land. 

My firft care.was to take fuch precautions on our arrival at St. He= 
Jena, as were moft likely to prove efficacious in preferving to the crews 
of both veffels that ineftimable bleffing, health, of which, on. board the 
Difcovery, we were in fuch complete enjoyment. For this purpofe fome 
frefh provifions were procured from. the ifland, and. occafionally ferved 
to both fhips’ companies, with a plentiful fupply of efculent vegetables ; 
the convalefcents fronr the Chatham were fent on fhore, and fuch-regu- 
lations. were adopted as. appeared to be, in my judgment, moft likely to 
infure this defirable objet; which, at all times, and on all. occafions, 
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~ throughout the voyage, had been a confideration with me of the firft ne- 1795. 
ceflity and higheft importance. shee 

After thefe arrangements were made, the obfervatory, as ufual, was 
committed to the charge of Mr. W hidbey ; and now that the fhip was 
{tationary, the carpenters were employed in fearching for the leak in 
the fore part of the veffel, which, at times, during our late paflage from 
Valparaifo, had greatly increafed our labours, by our efforts to keep 
the fhip free from the great quantity of water which it admitted. Not- 
withftanding that our main yard had, by great care and attention, brought 
us fafely thus far, yet, as I found it would be poffible to procure a new 
one at St. Helena, meafures were inftantly taken for replacing it with 
one, on which we could more fecurely depend; whilft other parts of the 
crew were employed in the neceffary duties about the fhip, and in ob- 
taining a full fupply of water. 

According to our reckoning, this day was monday the 6th of july, but Monday 6, 
at St. Helena we found it (agreeably to our calculations) to be only fun- 
day the 5th of july: for, by our having failed round the world in an 
eaftern direction, we had, fince our departure from England, gained 
one day; but as it was now become expedient that we fhould fubfcribe to 
the eftimation of time, as underftood by Europeans and the reft of the 
civilized world, to which we: were now faft approaching, our former pecomes 
reckoning was abandoned, the day we had gained dropped, and, after 
noon this day, we recommenced /unday the 5th of july. Sunday 5. 

His Majefty’s fhip the Sphinx, commanded by Captain Brifac, arrived 
on tuefday, charged with difpatches from Admiral Sir George Keith E]- Tuefday 7. 
phinftone* to General Clarke at St. Salvador, on the coaft of Brafil, . oe Lord 
who, with his army, was waiting at that port, until he fhould receive 
inftru€tions from Sir George that might enable him to co-operate with 
that admiral in the reduction of the cape of Good Hope. A convoy, 

I underftood, was foon expetted to fail from St. Salvador, and as I had 
reafon to believe the Chatham’s re-equipment would not take more than 
a week, I determined to fend her thither for the purpofe of going with 
the firft convoy which fhould fail from thence to England, and that I 
would be content to remain here until fome Britifh veffel of force fhould 
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touch at St. Helena in her way home, or that the next convoy from the 
Eaft Indies fhould arrive, under the proteétion of which, I fhould hope 
fafely to arrive in England in the courfe of the autumn. As the fervice 
which Captain Brifac had to perform required the utmoft difpatch, our 
boats afifted thofe of the Sphinx in recruiting her water, after which, 
on the following day, {he mmediately failed for thercoaft of Brafil. 

Underftanding that our field pieces would be of ufe to His Majefty’s 
forces on the coaft of Africa, and confidering that the purpofe for which 
they had originally been put on board the Difcovery was now completely ~ 
ferved, and that they could not be of the leaft poffible fervice to us in 
performing the remainder of our voyage to England, I availed myfelf 
of the Arnifton being engaged to carry troops from St. Helena to ‘the 
fquadron under Admiral Sir George Keith Elphinftone, to confign, by 
that conveyance, the four pieces of ordnance, and the remaining parts 
of their ammunition we ‘had on board, to the commanding officer of 
the expedition deftined againf{t the cape of Good Hope; and I was made 
happy on this occafion to have it alfo in my power to affift with our 
boats in the embarkation of the troops on board the Arnifton. 

The leak was foon difcovered to be in the bows of the Difcovery, 
and our carpenters were immediately employed in ufing their beft en- 
deavours to {top and prevent any further inconvenience from it. 

On funday morning arrived the Orpheus of London, commanded by 
Mr. Bowen, to whom were entrufted duplicates of thofe difpatches from 
Admiral Sir George Keith Elphinftone, with which Captain Brifac had 
failed on the 8th, with direétions to the governor of St. Helena to ufe 
his utmoft endeavours to forward them immediately to General Clarke 
at St. Salvador. The Chatham at this time being nearly ready for fea, 
I confidered that it would be furthermg His Majefty’s fervice to charge 
Mr. Puget with the care of thefe duplicate difpatches, with which, after 
receiving the following order from me, he departed for the coaft of 
Brafil the following day. 

«‘Confidering it to be expedient, and for the good of His Majefty’s 
fervice, that you fhould proceed immediately to St. Salvador, in order to 
carry fome difpatches from Rear Admiral the Honorable Sir George 
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Keith Elphinftone, to Major General Clarke, commander of His Majef- 
ty’s forces, deftined to aét with the faid rear-admiral ; and the faid Ma- 
jor General having been direéted to rendezvous at St. Salvador; you 
are hereby required and direfted to proceed, without lofs of time, to 
the faid port, in order to deliver the inclofed difpatches accordingly ; 
and, after having performed that fervice, you will communicate to the 
commanding officer of His Majefty’s naval forces at that port, the na- 
ture of the fervice on which you have been employed, and that you have 
my dire€tions, after delivering the faid difpatches, to ufe your utmoft 
exertions, for the purpofe of immediately proceeding to England, that 
you may be enabled to carry into effect fuch further orders as you have 
received from me. But fhould you not meet with any naval officer, fenior 
to yourfelf, at that port, you will inform Major-General Clarke, that I 
conceive it to be a matter of great moment, that as little detention as 
poflible fhould take place to retard your proceeding to England as be- 
fore expreffed. If, before your arrival at the port of St. Salvador, the 
faid troops and fquadron fhould have departed, you are to ufe the ut- 
molt precaution not to promulgate the caufe which carried you thither, 
but having, with all expedition, completed your water, &c. &c, you are 
to proceed to England as already . direéted : and, as it is of the utmoft 
importance to prevent thefe orders, difpatches, and private fignals, 
from falling into the hands of the enemy, you are to keep the fame in a 
leaden box, in order that they may be thrown into the fea, in cafe of 
capture. And that you may avoid, as much as poffible, falling in with 
the enemy’s cruizers, on your approaching the coaft of Europe, you 
will confider, as circumftances may point out, of the propriety of pro- 
ceeding round the north part of Ireland, either to the firft convenient 
port on the coaft of Scotland or England, which you can make ; from 
whence you will immediately repair to the Admiralty office, and there 
deliver the difpatches with which you are charged. 

« But in the event of your reaching St. Salvador before General 
Clarke fhould have arrived, and finding no other Britifh officer there with 
whom you may judge it proper to entruft the difpatches committed. to 


your care; you are to continue there fourteen days, and after the expl- 
ration 
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oe ration of that time you are to proceed as herein before direéted; for 

: which this fhall be your order. Dated on board His Majefty’s floop 
Difcovery, in St. Helena bay, this 12th day of july, 1795. 

To George Vancouver.” 

Lieutenant Peter Puget, commanding 
His Majefty’s armed tender Chatham.” 

Previoufly to Mr. Puget’s departure from. St. Helena, we were given 
to underftand, by Mr. Bowen, that # had been decreed, by the national 
aflembly of France, that the Difcovery and Chatham fhould pals the 
feas unmolefted by the French cruizers, notwithftanding the exifting 
war between the two countries. This agreeable intelligence induced 
me to alter the plan which I had formed of waiting at this ifland for 
convoy. The Eaft-India fhips, under the proteétion of the Sceptre, 
had not yet been failed fo long from St. Helena, as to diveft me intirely 
of the hope that we might overtake them, before they fhould have 
reached thofe latitudes in which we fhould be likely to meet with any 
thing unpleafant from the enemy’s fhips of force, in confequence of 
their commanders being unacquainted with the national decree in our 
favor, or in the event of any new matter having arifen between the 
powers at war to caufe its being revoked. Every effort was therefore 
now made to expedite our re-equipment; the main yard, by the affif- 
tance of the carpenters belonging to the Arnifton, was likely to be ready 
in the courfe of a day or two, in which time, I had reafon to believe, 
our own artificers would have {topped the leak in the fhip’s bows; and 
as I entertained hopes that, foon after this fervice fhould be performed, 
the Difcovery would, in all other refpects, be fit for fea, I determined - 
to fail immediately, and not to wait’ for the uncertain arrival of any 
other veffel, which might afford us proteétion during the remainder of 
our voyage to England. 

The fupply of vegetables which St. Helena afforded us was very ample; 
but fruits of all kinds were found to be extremely fcarce, owing to the 
want of rain. So fevere and continued had been the drought for the 
three preceding years, that moft of the trees, which were not indigenous 
to the country, had withered and fallen into decay, and amongtt the ex- 
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otics that had died were fix plants of the bread fruit, which had been 
left by Captain Bligh on his return in the Providence from the iflands 
in the pacific ocean. The lofs of thefe valuable plants was very much 
regretted, as they appeared to thrive, and it was hoped, would have 
come to perfeGtion, The herbage had fuffered alfo in the fame pro- 
portion, and, in the courfe of the period above mentioned, upwards of 
fixteen hundred head of cattle had died upon the ifland. The fheep 
were very lean and poor, and the quantity of frefh provifions that could 
be obtained was by no means equal to the fupply I could have wifhed 
to have procured. 

On tuefday I had the pleafure to behold our new main sontinit in fuch 
a flate of forwardnefs that it would be ready to be got on board and 
rigged the following day, and had the additional fatisfattion of feeing, 
that by the unremitted attention of the refpettive officers, who had 
the fuperintendance of the feveral fervices which had become neceflary 
to be carried into effeét, little elfe now. remained to be done than to pre- 
pare the veffel for our departure. 

Much of my time, fince our arrival. at St. Helena,. had: been em- 
ployed about the concerns of the Dutch prize Macaffar, and in making; 
the beft arrangements. within my power,. to fecure a fafe paflage for her 
to England. ‘The fhip was in a very bad leaky condition, and although 
we were able to give her fome repair, yet it was totally out of our power 
to refit her, and put her in a proper ftate for fo long a voyage, efpe- 
cially, as there was little chance of her scgC Ine any Britifh port before. 
the commencement of the winter. i 

Having, from long experience, been convinced of. the {kil and re- 
fources which Lieutenant Johnitone poffeffed, and which, on many. try-- 
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ing occafions throughout the voyage, he had eminently difplayed, Ide- . 


rived great fatisfa€tion in committing the charge of the Macaflar to his 
care. For this efpecial purpofe he received my directions to. quit the. 


Chatham previoufly to her departure for St..Salvador; and in addition. 


to the people that were to be engaged. at St. Helena, to navigate the 


prize home, I {pared, from the crew of the Difcovery,. feventcen able | 


feamen, on whofe exertions I could. with confidence rely, to carry Mr. 
Johniftone’s 
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Johnftone’s orders, with promptitude, into effeét. With this fupply of 


W-— men on whom he could depend, and with the kind affurances which I 


Wednel, 15. 


received from Governor Brooke, that no affiftance in his power fhould 
be wanting in the manning and re-equipment of the prize, I entertained 
great hope that, under the proteétion of the firft convoy that fhould ar- 
rive at St. Helena bound to England, little danger was to be appre- 
hended of the Macaffar’s fafe arrival, in fome port of Great Britain. 

In the bay of St. Helena, on the 4th of july, the chronometers thewed 
the following longitudes : 


Arnold’s No. 14, - - - . 354° 1 35° 

Ditto, er; tee - x ‘ 395.29 § 
Kendall’s, a0G2 s S 302" 50) (om 
The true longitude, - - ¢ 354 11 0 


By which it appeared that Arnold’s chronometer, 
No. 14 was 9’ 25”, and Kendall’s 1° 35’ 25” to the weft- 
ward, and that Arnold’s No. 176 was 1° 5” to the eaft- 
ward of the true longitude: and, by altitudes taken on 
this day, the 14th of july, Arnold’s No. 14 was found 


at noon to be flow of mean time, at Greenwich, r7" 10° 42" 50" 
And to be gaining, on mean time, per day, at the 
rate of - : : 2 


z og 
Arnold’s No..176, flow of mean time at Greenwich, 9 18 29 50 


And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the 


rate of a L s = L Lu 57 
Kendall’s, flow of mean time at Greenwich - Se Op eee 
And to be gaining on mean time, per day, at the 

rate of - - - - - - 28 22 


On wednefday I had the pleafure of receiving our new main yard on 
board, it was immediately rigged, and the fhip in every other refpeét 
made ready to proceed to fea. After paying my refpeéis to the gover- 
nor, and returning him my beft thanks for his hofpitality and obliging 
attention to the neceffities of our little community whilft at St. Helena, 
I left Lieutenant Johnftone on board the Macaflar, with full direétions 
in writing, by which he would be enabled to govern himfelf in condu€t- 
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ing the velfel, of which he was put in charge to England, and about 
fix o’clock on the following evening, with a light breeze of wind from 
the s.E., we dire€ted our courfe to the north-weftward, anxioufly look- 
ing forward to that happy hour which fhould once more land us amongft 
our refpettive friends, from whofe fociety we had fuffered fo long and fo 
painful an abfence. 7 

The weather continued to be very pleafant, and we made great pro- 
grefs to the north-weftward. On faturday the 25th we crofled the equa- 
tor in longitude 21° 35’ weft from Greenwich, where the variation, by 
two fets of azimuths, was found to be 9°20 weftwardly. From this 
time nothing occurred worthy of remark until the 5th of auguft; when 
one of the Cape de Verd iflands was feen, bearing by compafs n.16 £. 
The weather had continued to be very pleafant, and although the winds, 
-_fince the conclufion of the preceding month, had veered from the fouth- 
eaftern to the weft and north-weftern quarters, yet we had not. been pre- 
vented from making our north-weftern courfe good, agreeably to my 
wifhes. 

Our people, ever fince our departure from St. Helena, had been 6c- 
cafionally employed in mending the fails and rigging, and, on all fuitable 
opportunities, they had exercifed with the great guns and {mall arms ; 
whilft the extremely pleafant weather which had attended us, had greatly 
contributed to our becoming well acquainted with the management of 
both. pilea 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the goth, three veffels were 
difcovered to the northward, and at eight in the evening eight fail were 
{een from the maft-head, bearing by compafs n.80w. All our canvafs 
was immediately fpread, in the hope of our being able to overtake them; 


being in great hopes the veflelsin fight would prove to be the convoy which» 


had left the bay of St. Helena on the morning of our arrival there; in the 
event of which, I fhould be happy to avail myfelf of the protetion we 
fhould derive by accompanying fo ftrong a fleet to England. At day-light 
the next morning five fhips only were in fight from the maft-head, but at 
feven in the morning nine fail of large veflels were fo clearly difcerned 
as to leave in my mind no doubt of their being a part of the fleet 
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for which we had kept fuch an anxious, though hitherto unfuccefsful, 
look out, under convoy of His Majefty’s fhip Sceptre, commanded by 
Captain Effington. About five in the afternoon a boat, from the Ge- 
neral Goddard Eaft-Indiaman, came on board, and confirmed us in the 
opinion we had at firft formed, and which every hour fince had ferved to 
{trengthen, that the fleet before us was a convoy confifting of twenty-four __- 
fail of Indiamen, under the protection of the Sceptre. Upon receiving 
this information, I ordered a boat to be hoifted out, and I waited upon 
Captain Effington, by whom I was received with that unaffeted hearty 
welcome, and unreferved fincerity, which are known by every one who 
has the happinefs of his friendfhip, to be the true type of his valuable 
character. 

After putting myfelf under Captain Effington’s orders, and receiving 
fuch inftruétions as were deemed to be neceffary by him, for the regu- 
lation of His Majefty’s floop under my command, now attached to the 
fleet which he was convoying to England; I repaired cn board the 
Difcovery, and by {preading an additional quantity of canvas, we foon 
had the pleafure of joining company with the Sceptre. 

The fatisfaftion I experienced, in the proteétion we had derived by 
overtaking and uniting our little force with fo powerful a fleet, was greatly 
increafed by my now underftanding from Captain Effington, that he was 
of opinion the agreeable tidings communicated to me at St. Helena, by 
Mr. Bowen, of a French decree having pafled the national aflembly, in 
favor of the Difcovery and Chatham, was premature, and that, m the 
event of our having unfortunately met with an enemy of fuperior force, 
to whom of neceflity we muft have yielded, we fhould have had little 
chance of efcaping the horrors of a French prifon, in addition to the 
cruel mortification of lofing to our country much of the information 
which had been colleéted during the voyage. This refleftion had the 
effect of reconciling my mind to the flow progrefs which I was now well 
aware would neceffarily be attendant on the conclufive part of our 
paflage to England. Having been fo fortunate hitherto, as to have loft 
only one man out of both veffels in confequence of difeafe, and as few by acci- 
dents as I could reafonably have expeéted, when I duly confidered the 
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length of our abfence from home, and the nature of the fervice on 
which we had been fo long employed; I do confefs that, under the 
peculiar circumftances of our defencelefs fituation, I fhould have re- 
garded it as a very painful tafk to have been compelled to the ne- 
ceflity of expofing my excellent officers.and valuable crew, who were 
now, comparatively fpeaking, almoft within reach of the welcome 
embraces of their neareft and deareft affe€tions, to a conflict with an 
enemy, whofe fuperiority in point of force we had not originally been 
fitted out to: meet, ner were we but in a very humble way prepared to 
refift, and from whom, in point of failing, when I adverted to the fhat- 
tered condition of our mafts and rigging, I entertained no hope of our 
being able to efcape. I was, therefore, reconciled to the delays unavoid- 
able in efcorts of this nature, though they became greatly augmented by 
the deplorable condition of many of Captain Effington’s Dutch prizes, 
fome of which, I underftood, had been with great difficulty prevented 
from foundering. 

Although our progrefs was neceflarily much retarded, yet our time 
paffed pleafantly away, by having at length regained the power of devo- 
ting it, on all fuitable occafions, to the comforts of a friendly intercourfe 
with our furrounding countrymen, from the pleafures of whofe fociety 
we had been fo long eftranged. 

Nothing very material occurred until the 1ft of feptember; when, 
after contending with a frefh gale from the north and north-weftern 
quarters, which had commenced the preceding day, and had been at- 
tended with fome heavy {qualls of wind and rain; about nine o'clock in 
the forenoon, in about the latitude of 46°12’ north, longitude 29° 32’ 
weft, one of the Dutch prizes made a fignal of diftrefs: we immediately 
hove to, and I fent the cutter to her afliftance, but fhe was found to be 
almoft a wreck, and in fuch a deplorably bad condition that it was im- 
poffible to fave her, and fhe was therefore abandoned, by order of Cap- 
tain Effington, and fet on fire about fix o’clock in the evening. After 
performing this fervice our cutter returned to the fhip, and in the a& of 
hoifting her on board fhe was by accident ftove intirely to pieces. 
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Ido not recolleé& that my feelings ever fuffered fo much on any oc- 
cafion of a fimilar nature, as at this moment. The cutter was the boat 
I had conftantly ufed; in her I had travelled very many miles; in her I 
had repeatedly efcaped from danger; fhe had always brought me fafely 
home; and, although fhe was but an inanimate conveniency, to which, 
it may poffibly be thought, no affeétion could be attached, yet I felt my- 
felf under fuch obligation for her fervices, that when fhe was dafhed to 
pieces before my eyes, an involuntary emotion fuddenly feized my breatt, 
and I was compelled to turn away to hide a weaknefs (for which, though 
my own gratitude might find an apology) I fhould have thought im- 
proper to have publicly manifefted. 

The wind changed on faturday, from the north-weft to the oppofite 
quarter, and blew a very hard gale, with fqualls chiefly from E. by s.; 
about fix in the evening another of the Dutch prizes was obferved to have 
made the fignal of diftrefs. We were dire€ted to give her affiftance ; 
and the relief we were enabled to afford her was very falutary, and had 
become effentially neceffary, as we found her in a very leaky fate, and 
her crew in a very difabled fickly condition. The wind again veered 
to its former direétion, and though it continued to be fqually and unplea- 
fant, it had been more moderate during the two laft days; in one of thefe 
from the north-weft, on tuef{day morning, about feven o’clock, we fprung 
our maintopmaft, an accident that might have been attended with the 
moft ferious confequences, had we not been in a fituation that afforded 
us the moft ample proteCtion, and which Ihad no doubt we fhould be 
able to maintain until we fhould arrive in fome port of Great-Britain, 
although our quantity of canvas fhould hereafter be materially re- 
duced, as we had been repeatedly obliged to fhorten fail for the convoy. 
All the upper fails were taken in, the maft ftruck, and the carpenters 
immediately employed to remedy and provide for the difafter in the beft 
manner we were able; this bufinefs was completed about noon, and 
a topmaft with the topgallant rigging was again fet up. Notwith- 
ftanding that the weather was not very favorable to aftronomical pur- 
fuits, Mr. Whidbey procured fix fets, and Mr. Orchard three fets of 
lunar diftances, by the mean refult of which the true longitude, at noon, 
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was found to be z £ é 20°13’ 0” welt 
By Ayrnold’s chronometer, No. 14, - 2014 5 welt 
Ditto, - 170, ” 19 48 30 welt 
By Kendall’s, - - sah a ee 20 6 30 welt 
The obferved latitude s . - Big. 22 
Variation of the compafs, - < : 22 wefterly. 


By our courfe having judicioufly been direéted far to the weftward, it 


was moft probable that the coaft of Ireland would be the firft land in the: 
Britifh dominions with which we fhould fall in. For thofe fhores, as the: 


wind and other circumftances had allowed, we had been fteering for fe- 
veral days, and as our diftance from England every day and every hour 
decreafed, fo our happinefs became augmented in the grateful anticipa- 


tion of once more breathing our native air, once more repofing in the: 
bofom of our country and expeéting friends. Every breaft, as may be 


naturally imagined, was alive to fenfations of the moft pleafant nature, 


infeparable from the fond idea of returning home, after fo long an ab-. 


fence, in an.adventurous fervice to promote the general good, when un- 


appalled by the confcioufnefs of deferved reproach.. In the midft of thefe 


agreeable refleGtions, however, prefages of a melancholy. caft would fre-- 


quently obtrude upon the mind, and damp: the promifed joys in con- 


templation. Few of us had been blefled with any tidings from our 


families or friends fince our laft feparation from them; and in the courfe 


of fuch a lapfe of time what changes might not have taken place,. 
what events might not have happened to difappoint our hopes ; rob us. 
of our prefent peace ; or cloud the funfhine of our future days ! a hele: 
were confiderations. of a moft painful nature, and. tinged our joyful ex-- 


_ pectations with folicitude and apprehenfion ! 

At length, about five o’clock on faturday morning; .a ficnal ‘was made 
by one of the headmoft fhips, that denoted fhe was within fight: of land, 
and foon afterwards, from our mafthead, the glad tidings were announ- 


ced that land was plainly to be feen, bearing by compafs E.s. £. Ateleven- 
in the forenoon it was known to be the weftern: coaft’of Ireland, and. 


arrangements were immediately made by the Sceptre for keeping. the 
fhips together, and for entering the Shannon ;. where Captain Effington 
1; propofed 
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propofed to remain with his convoy until a force more equal to the pro- 
teétion of the valuable fleet he had thus fafely brought into His Majefty’s 
dominions, fhould arrive, to efcort it from thence to England. Having 
communicated to Captain Effington fuch parts of my orders from the 
Lords of the Admiralty, under which I had failed, as applied to the 
government of my condué on the prefent occafion, I received his or- 
ders to repair immediately to London; and the following day, after having 
feen the Difcovery fafely moored, with the reft of the fleet, .in the Shan- 
non, and giving fuch inftructions, as circumftances demanded, to my 
firft LKeutenant Mr. Baker, in whofe zeal for the fervice, and abilities as an 
officer, a long experience juftified me in implicitly confiding; I refigned 
my command of the Difcovery into his hands, and with fuch books, 
papers and charts as had been previoutlly felected, as being effential to the 
illuftration of the fervices we had performed, I took leave of my officers 
and crew; not, however, without emotions which, though natural, on 
parting with a fociety with whom I had lived fo long, fhared fo many 
dangers, and from whom I had received fuch effential fervices, are yet 
more eafily to be imagined than I have the power to defcribe: and in the 
courfe of a few days I arrived at the Admiralty, where I depofited my fe- 
veral documents. 

Before I bid farewell to the Difcovery,* I muft beg leave to arreft 
the attention of my readers for a few minutes, for the purpofe of taking 
a fhort view of the geographical knowledge which had been obtain- 
ed of the earth, previoufly to the expedition which I have had the ho- 
nor to command, and the happinefs of bringing thus to a conclufion; 
and alfo to notice fuch parts of the globe as yet remain to be explored to 
make that {pecies of information complete. ‘The effefting a paflage into 
the oriental feas round the cape of Good Hope, the difcovery of America, 
and the opening of acommunication between the atlantic and pacific 
oceans, by pafling either through the ftraits of Magellan, or round the 
iflands lying off the fouthern extremity of Tierra del Fuego, engaged 
the minds and utmoft exertions of the moft iluftrious navigators during 
the three laft centuries. Thefe enterprizes have been duly appreciated 
and juftly celebrated for the important lights they have thrown upon 

the 
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the {ciences of geography and nautical aftronomy ; for the improvements 
they have caufed in the arts; for the commercial intercourfe which, by 
their means, has been opened and eftablifhed with all the maritime parts 
of the world; and, laftly, for the happy introduétion of civilization 
amongft numerous tribes of our fellow creatures. 

In the firft attempts to accomplifh thefe extenfive objects, Great Britain 
took no part; but no fooner did fhe perceive the importance of which 
they were likely to be to her confequence and profperity as a maritime 
ftate, than her fpirit for the attainment of fuch valuable acquifitions to 
{cience became roufed. In the courfe of a very few years, no fuch effen- 
tial benefits have been fecured to mankind, nor has fo much geographi- 
cal knowledge been acquired, as fince the commencement of DISCOVERY 
undertaken, and fuccefsfully accomplifhed, by the unremitted labours of 
Britifh navigators; whofe primary confiderations have been to dire 
their inquiries to objeéts of an ufeful nature, and to inveftigate and fup- 
port the truth, by a plain narrative of thofe faéts, which fell within 
the fphere of their obfervation, rather than to give encouragement, by 
the obtrufion of fpecious opinions, to hypothefes, however ingenious. In 
confequence of a ftri€t adherence to this principle, the geography of the 
earth is now placed beyond the influence of conjetture, and is deter- 
mined by fuch incontrovertible evidence, that the {mall fpaces that yet 
remain unexplored in the pacific or indian oceans are too infignificant 
to become an objet of enterprize: there are, however, parts of the 
coafts, both of Afia and America, which would yet afford employment 
for the labourers in the {fcience of DISCOVERY. 

The Afiatic coaft, from the latitude of about 35° to the latitude of 
59° north is at prefent verv ill defined ; and the American coaft, from 
about the latitude of 44° fouth, to the fouthern extremity of Tierra del 
Fuego, Is likewife very little known; and I entertain no doubt, had not 
‘our late examination on the coaft of North-Weft America, fo delayed 
our return to the fouthern hemifphere, as to prevent my carrying the or- 
ders I had received into effeét; that I fhould have derived great fatisfac- 
tion from a furvey and inveftigation of the fhores of that interefting 
‘eountry. If, however, by that portion of His Majefty’s commands, 

which 


487 


1795- 
September. 


L,Y 


A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


which I have had the honor to execute, it fhall appear that a decifion - 
may as juftly now take place, refpecting any navigable communication 
between the waters of the pacific and atlantic oceans, within the limits 
of our furvey, as on the hypothefis which gave as a counterpoife to the 
globe a fouthern continent, and which the indefatigable diligenceof Cap- 
tain Cook completely fubverted, I fhould hope that the purpofe for 
which His Majefty commanded the expedition to be undertaken, will 
not be confidered as having failed for want of zeal or perfeverance, 
though it fhould hereafter be found incomplete for want of judgment 
and ability. 

There were few objefts to which I had paid more attention, or had 
more fincerely at heart, than that of obferving fuch a conduét, at all 
times, towards the feveral tribes of Indians, with whom we fhould fre- 
quently meet, as fhould-prevent the neceflity of our reforting to any 
meafures that might endanger the lives of a people, whofe real intentions 
were always likely to be mifunderftood, from a want of knowledge in 
us of their refpeétive diale€ts or languages. After having refided, as it 
were, amongft them for more than two years, without having had the 
leaft occafion to fire a fhot in anger, I had fondly hoped that I {fhould 
have been enabled to have completed our refearches in thofe before un- 
trodden regions, without the lofs of life to a fingle individual belonging 
to the countries we might yet find it neceflary to vifit. In this my an- 
xious concern for the ‘great caufe of humanity I was, however, difap- 
pointed. The number of Indians from Traitor’s cove which fell in the 
unprovoked attack upon our boats, on the 12th of auguft, 1793, could 
not be afcertained ; but, independently of this unfortunate affair, I do 
not know of more than two men who afterwards loft their lives in con- 
fequence of our expeditions, from the Difcovery or Chatham. Thele 
unlucky events did not, however, fail to produce in my mind much 


forrow and regret, from which I could find no relief but in the confo- 


ling refleétion, that nothing but the moft urgent neceflity, for our own 
prefervation, would have compelled us to have adopted coercive mea- 
fures. 


From 
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From the firft moment of my appointment, to the hour in which I 
refigned the ftation I had fo long held, the health of every individual 
under my command had been my firft care ; and I had now the unfpeak- 
able happinels of beholding the fame perfons return on board the Dif- 
covery to the river Shannon, in perfect health, as had failed with-me 
from the river Thames, excepting fuch of the officers as had officially 
been fent home, or had been promoted in the Chatham; the feventeen 
feamen left at St. Helena, to affift in navigating the Macaffar to Eng- 
land*, and the under-mentioned individuals, who were unhappily loft in 
the courfe of the expedition. 

John Brown, carpenter’s mate, drowned by accident, in the execu- 
tion of his duty, off the fouth Foreland, 3d of february, 1791. 

Neil Coil, marine, died of the flux, communicated to the Difcovery, 
at the cape of Good Hope, by an infeéted fhip from Batavia, 7th of 
auguit, 17091. 

Jofeph Murgatroyd, one of the carpenter’s crew, miffing at fea the 
e1ft of january, 1793. 

John Carter, feaman, poifoned by eating mufcles, in Poifon cove, 15th 
june, 1793. 

Ifaac Wooden, drowned by accident, in the execution of his duty, off 
Wooden’s rock, the 24th of auguft, 1794. 

Richard Jones, drowned by accident, in the execution of his duty, 
between the port of Valparaifo and the ifland of St. Helena, o1ft of 
june, 1795. 

By this lift it will appear that, from the 15th of december, in the 
year 1790, to this 19th day of feptember, 1795, comprehending a {pace 
of four years eight months and twenty-nine days, we had loft out of our 
compliment of one hundred men, only one man by difeafe: and at the 
time of our parting with the Chatham * at St. Helena, fhe had not, in 
the courfe of the whole voyage loft a fingle man, either in confequence 
of ill health, or from any accident whatever. 

The unfortunate lofs of thefe five men from the Difcovery pro- 
duced in me infinite regret, but when I adverted to the very dangerous 
fervice in which we had been fo long employed, and the many perilous 
fituations from which we had providentially been extricated, with all 
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cate . poffible adoration, humility, and gratitude, i offered up my unfeigned 

1. thanks to the Great DisPposeR OF ALL HUMAN EVENTS, for the pro- 
teGtion which thus, in his unbounded wifdom and goodnefs he had been 
pleafed, on all occafions, to vouchfafe unto us, and which had now 
happily reftored us to our country, our families, and our friends. 


* 5) 
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S INCE my return to England I have had feveral converlations with 
Captain Colnett, relative to the capture of his veffel at N ootka, and the 
treatment that himfelf, officers, and crew, received from the Spaniards | 
during the time they remained at that place, and afterwards whilft they 
were prifoners at St. Blas ; from the whole of which it will appear, that 
he had been extremely ill ufed, and that no dependence is to be placed 
on the accounts given to Sen* Quadra, or myfelf, by the American com- 
manders, who are ftated to have been eye-witnefles of moft of the tranf- 
aétions. The documents and papers which Captain Colnett has fince 
produced to me, fully prove that the Americans wilfully mifreprefented 
the whole affair, to the prejudice of his charaéter, and the intereft of 
His Britannic Majefty’s fubje&ts, engaged in commercial purfuits on the 
coaft of North Weft America. 

Having been particularly careful to ftate all the important circum- 
{tances that came to my knowledge during my negociation with Sen* 
Quadra, whether they were fuch as tended to eftablifh the claims, or mi- 
litate againft: the pretenfions, of. the Britifh crown to the territories at 
Nootka, I have thought it proper, in addition to what has been already 
related, to give the following brief account of the capture of the Argo- 
naut, as reprefented to me by Captain Colnett. 

The fettlement which Captain Colnett had in contemplation to make 
at Nootka; had been concerted at Macao, in november, 1789, at the 
time he entered into copartnerfhip with feveral Englifh gentlemen refi- 
dent at that place. 

On this occafion, Captain Colnett made it his particular bufinefs to 
become informed. with refpeét to the property which thofe gentlemen 
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held in the two veffels, the North-Weft America and Ephigenia, then 
on the coaft of Nootka; for as to the land, he entertained no doubt of 
its belonging to Great-Britain, as the fubjects of that flate were the firft 
European people who had difcovered the country ; and he was further 
well fatisfied, that no other power whatever had a right to difpoffefs the 
gentlemen with whom he had engaged, of their property at Nootka, 
becaufe he and they confidered it to be exclufively their own. The in- 
tention of forming a fettlement was known to Mr. Hudfon before his 
departure in the Princefs Royal from Macao; and on his arrival before 
Captain Colnett at Nootka, fuch intention was moft probably communi- 
cated to the Spaniards and the native Indians, who appeared to have 
been long in expectation of the Argonaut’s arrival, and had referved the 
greateft part of their furs for the purpole of exchanging them with 
Captain Colnett, for the articles with which, they had learned, his veflel 
would be freighted. 

Under the ideas which Captain Colnett entertained, that this part of 
the coaft of North-Weft America belonged to Great-Britain, he had no 
fear of entering any of its ports, becaufe he was duly authorized by the 
South-Sea company to trade in thofe feas, and had leave to abfent him- 
{elf from His Majefty’s fervice, being at that time a lieutenant in the 
royal navy. Asa defence again{t hoftile Indians, the Argonaut had twelve 
carriage guns, befide {wivels and {mall arms; but not apprehending any 
thing unfriendly from the inhabitants of Nootka, nor having become ac- 
quainted before he left China, that any difference exifted between the 
courts of London and Madrid, when he arrived off Nootka, on the 3d 
of july, 1790, the guns of the Argonaut were difmounted, and were all 
in the hold of the veffel. 

About nine o’clock that evening, when at the diftance of about three 
feagues from the entrance into the port, a boat was obferved coming 
towards the Argonaut; but, as the weather was very hazy, it could not 
be difcovered to what nation it belonged. On being hailed, the perfons 
in her laid upon their oars, and requefted, in Spanifh, permiffion to 
come on board, with which Captain Colnett inftantly complied. Soon af- 
ter another Spanifh boat, and one belonging toan American veflel, came 
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alongfide his veffel, and Captain Colnett now underftood that there 
were two Spanifh men of war, and an American fhip and floop, at an- 
chor in Friendly cove. On receiving this information, Captain Colnett 
hefitated for fome time, whether he fhould, or not, go mto Friendly 
cove; as he had fome doubts as to the propriety of putting himfelf un- 
der the command of Spanifh fhips of war. This objection being made 
known to Don Martinez, who had arrived in the firft boat, he requefted, 
through an interpreter, that Captain Colnett would, neverthelefs, afford 
him fome affiftance, as the veffels under his command were in great. dif- 
trefs for the want of provifions and other neceffaries ; and as he had 
paid fome attention to Mr. Hudfon, the commander of the Princefs 
Royal, one of the four veffels under Captain Colnett’s dire€tions (as 


would be feen by a letter which he produced to Captain Coln tt from - 


Mr. Hudfon) Martinez hoped Captain Colnett would not be wanting in 
a return of civility, and intreated him, in the moft earneft manner, to 
enter Friendly cove; pledging his word of honor, not only as com- 
mander in chief of all the fhips belonging to His Catholic Majefty, on 
the northern coatts of the pacific ocean, but alfo as nephew to the vice- 
roy, and in his capacity at Nootka, as the reprefentative of the King 
of Spain; that Captain Colnett fhould be at liberty to depart when- 
ever he might think proper; Don Martinez flating, at the fame time, 
that he was then at Nootka for the fole purpofe of watching the ope- 
rations and proceedings of the Ruffians. Thefe affurances induced Cap- 
tain Colnett to confider Don Martinez as an officer of high rank and 
character ; and as he did not entertain the moft diffant idea that any 
falfehood was attempted to be impofed upon him, or that he was in the 
leaft danger of being treated by Martinez with duplicity, he fuffered the 
Spanifh launches to tow the Argonaut mto port, where fhe did not ar- 
rive until midnight. 


The next morning Don Martinez invited Captain Colnett to breakfaft - 


on board the Princifla, and afterwards accompanied him on his return to 
the Argonaut, where Captain Colnett ordered fuch provifions and ftores 
as he could fpare to be got to hand, gave a lift of them to Don Martinez, 


and, at the fame time, requefted his acceptance of them, with which civility 
he 


494 


NOTES AND MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 


he appeared to be highly pleafed and thoroughly fatisfied. Don Martinez 
had not been long on board the Argonaut before he feleCted Captain 
Colnett’s boatf{wain from the reft of the crew, who being a native of 
Gibraltar, fpoke the Spanifh language very fluently. After fome con- 
verfation with this man, Don Martinez demanded him of Captain Col- 
nett, as a fubje&t of His Catholic Majefty, and as the boatf{wain was very 
defirous of leaving the Argonaut, Captain Colnett remitted the balance 
then due from him on account of his wages, and difcharged him from his 
fervice. This circumftance was by no means a pleafant one to Cap- 
tain Colnett ; but, as Don Martinez feemed to be extremely anxious to 


obtain the releafe of this man, Captain Colnett did not think it would 


have been prudent to have refifted his application. His doubts, how- 
ever, of the profeffed fincerity of Don Martinez, became increafed, by. 
his foon difcovering that the Indians declined all fort of trade with the 
Argonaut. This induced him to determine upon leaving Friendly cove 
with all poffible difpatch, and he acquainted Don Martinez that he pur- 
pofed to depart in the courfe of the day. Upon this the Spanifh officer 
offered his launch to affift the Argonaut out of the cove; and it was at 
this time agreed, that the articles with which Captain Colnett could fupply 
Don Martinez, fhould be fent to him by the return of the Spanifh launch, 
The promifed affiftance of this boat not arriving fo foon as Captain Col. 
nett had expeéted, he fent one of his mates to Don Martinez, for the pur- 
pofe of reminding him of his engagement, and to procure the launch ; 
but, to his great furprize, inftead of the officer returning with the Spa- 
nifh boat, Captain Colnett received a meflage from Don Martinez, de, 
firing that he would inftantly repair on board the Pninciffa, and produce 
his fhip’s papers for his examination. With this requeft Captain Col- 
nett immediately complied, and Don Martinez had fcarcely looked -at 
them, before he pofitively afferted that they were all forgeries, although 
he did not. underftand a fingle word of the language in which they were 
written. With this declaration he threw them on the table, and infifted 
that the Argonaut fhould not fail from Nootka until he fhould think pro- 
per to grant. permiflion for her departure. On Captain Colnett com- 
plaining of this breach of promife and good faith, Martinez quitted the 

2 cabin 


NOTES AND MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. 


cabin in an apparent rage, and inftantly difpatched an armed party from 
the deck, who, after knocking Captain Colnett down, arrefted him, and 
detained him as a prifoner on board the Princifla. Don Martinez then 
fent his launch on board the Argonaut ; ftruck the Britifh, and hoifted 
Spanifh, colours ; ordered the Columbia, an American {hip, to fire into 
the Argonaut if fhe attempted to unmoor ; made the officers prifoners, 
and put the crew into irons. After this the veffel was unloaded, and 
every individual was robbed of fuch parts of his private property as was 
chofen by the Spaniards. In this fituation the Argonaut, officers, and 
crew, remained for ten days, when the Princefs Royal appeared in the 
offing ; and on Mr. Hudfon, ler commander, being perceived by Mar- 
tinez to be coming near to the fhore in his boat, he fent out his launch 
armed, feized the boat, and brought Mr. Hudfon on board the Princiffa, 
where a letter was prepared for him to fign, ordering the officer, whom 
he had left in charge of his veffel, to deliver her up without any refift- 
ance. At the yard-arm was rove a rope, with which Mr. Hudfon was 
threatened to be hanged, if he declined figning the letter, or if the floop 
under his command fhould fire at the launch then ready to carry the 
propofed letter, and which, under thefe circumftances, he was compel- 
led to fign on board the Princiffa. 

From the 5th to the 14th of july, 1790, arrangements were making 
on board the Argonaut for the confinement of the officers and crew dur- 
ing their paflage from Nootka to St. Blas, whither Captain Colnett was 
given to underftand they would be fent as prifoners. 

The treatment which Captain Colnett received whilft on board the 
Princiffa had nearly proved fatal to him; he was feized with a violent 
fever, attended with a delirtum, which did not abate until he was re- 
moved on board his own veffel; here he was made a clofe prifoner, 
and confined to the mate’s cabin, a place not fix feet {quare. Such 
parts of the Argonaut’s cargo as Martinez thought proper to rejeét, 
were returned into the veffel again, and all the officers, and fixteen of 
the crew, who were Britifh fubjeéts, were, on the 14th of july, fent in 
the Argonaut under confinement from Nootka to St. Blas. 

Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding the great diftinétion with which it. had been repre- 
fented to Sen™ Quadra, and urged by him to me, Captain Colnett had 
been received on his arrival at this port, and which he does not deny, 
in point of treatment, was infinitely better than he had experienced 
during the time he was under the power and direttions of Martinez ; 
yet the remainder of his cargo, {ftores and provifions, was taken from 
out of his veflel at St. Blas, and a part only of the former was after- 
wards reftored, whilft the wages of the Spanifh navy that were paid to 
him, for himfelf, officers, and crew, were nearly counterbalanced by the 
heavy expences brought again{t his {hip’s company during the time of 
their captivity, for their maintenance, medical and other affiftance. 

The hardfhips which were endured, according to Captain Colnett’s 
reprefentation, by himfelf, his officers, and the fixteen Britifh feamen, 
during a paflage of thirty-two days to St. Blas, are not to be defcribed ; 
but as a detail of thefe circumftances would lead me into extraneous mat- 
ter, unconnected with the object (the ceffion of the territories at Noot- 
ka) which made a ftatement of Captain Colnett’s tranfa¢tions in Friendly 
cove neceflary in the former part of my journal, I fhall forbear to men- 
tion any thing on that head, and only infert a paflage, tranflated from 
the Spanifh paflport, granted by the viceroy of Mexico to Captain 
Colnett, at the time of the reftoration of his veffel, and. his liberation 
from the Spanifh territories in America; by which it will appear, that 
although Don Eftevan Martinez had no efpecial dire¢tions to capture 
either the Argonaut, Princels Royal, or any other Briufh fhip, yet all 
veffels not belonging to His Catholic Majefty, might have been retain- 
ed at Nootka as good and lawful prizes: this will neceflarily leave the 
reader in fome doubt as to the means that were purfued by the Ameri- 
can traders then at Nootka, to preferve the privileges which they feem 
to have enjoyed; and I fhall conclude this relation of the bufinels from 
the teftimony of Captain Colnett, by briefly {tating how he conduéted 
himfelf, on receiving a fubfequent paffport from the viceroy of Mexico, 

« The conduét of this officer” (Don Eftevan Jofe Martinez) “ was 
founded on laws and royal orders, which not only do abfolutely pro- 
hibit the negociation, eftablifhment, and commerce, of aliens on our 
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eoafts of the fouth feas of both Americas ; but ordain alfo, that they the 
faid aliens, fhall be looked upon and treated as declared enemies, with- 
out its being underftood to be a breach of the good faith, or contrary 
to the treaties of peace; for in that concluded in the year 1760, and 
confirmed in the fecond article of that in 1763, the arrival of all alien 
veflels, or their introduction, paflage, or commerce on the faid coatts, 
are completely prohibited. 

« Under thefe circumftances, agreed to by the treating parties, and 
pofitive declarations of the court of Spain, the veffels Argonaut and 
Princefs. Royal might have been retained as good and lawful prizes; but, 
being defirous to pelo that harmony which at prefent exifts between 
our court and that of London, and confidering alfo that the fovereigns 
ef both kingdoms ‘will, upon reafonable and juft terms, amicably agree 
to the reftoration of the faid veffels, I grant a free and fafe paffport to 
their captains: James Colnett and Thomas Hudfon, that they may pro- 
eeed to Macao, or fail to any other place they may choofe, with the ex- 
prefs prohibition that they fhall not put into any port or bay of our 
-coafts without fome very preffing neceflity, or eftablifh themfelves 


there, or trade in them with the Indians, becaufe they may do this in. 


other places or iflands not the dominions of His Catholic Majefty.” 
After Captain Colnett had received this paflport, he petitioned the 
viceroy that he might be permitted to difpofe of the remaining part of 
his ‘cargo on the coaft of North Weft America, but this was po- 
fitively refufed by the viceroy, who {tated that he was. bound to give 
that preference to the fubjetis of His Catholic Majefty. Notwithftanding 
that he did not grant Captain Colnett this indulgence, he tranfmitted to 
him another paffport, in which Captain Colnett was direéted to pro- 
ceed to Nootka, with orders to the commanding officer there, to 
deliver up the Princefs Royal, which veflel had been direéted to repatr 
to that port, after having been fome months employed in: the Spanifh 
fervice. On Captain Colnett’s' return to Nootka he did not find the 
Princefs Royal there, nor could he learn any tidings of her deftination, 
and therefore he made the beft of his way from Nootka:to Macao, agree- 
Vou. III. 38 ably 
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ably to the injunctions contained in the fecond paffport from the vice- 


roy of Mexico. 


In the year 1792, the fur trade, between the north-weft coaft of Ame- 
rica and China, gave employment to upwards of twenty fail of fhips 
and veffels, whofe names, and the countries to which they belong, I 
have thought proper to infert, for the purpofe of fhewing that my opi- 
nions, refpe€ting the value of this trade, were not only founded upon 
obfervation, but confirmed by the prattice of feveral European ftates, 


and adventurers from the Afiatic, Chinefe, and American fhores. 


Ships and veffels. 
Ship Butterworth, - . - 
Sloop Le Boo, - - - 
Cutter Jackal, - - - 
Brig Three Brothers, - - 


Schooner Prince William Henry, 
Ship Jenny, - - - - 
Brig Halcyon, - - ” - 
Brig Venus, - - - - 
Snow 
Brig 


om = = - 


Brig % i 4 s 

Ship Columbia, ps ps ¥ 

Sloop Adventure, - é 4 
(Built at Clayoquot, tender to the Columbia) 


Ship Jefferfon, - - - 
Brig Hope, - - > - 
Brig Hancock, ia aa ie re 
Brig Wafhington,_ - ~ - 
Ship Margaret, Sito - 
Ship Ephigenia, - - - 


Brig Fenis and St. Jofeph, - 
Ship 


Commanders. 


Brown, 
Sharp, 
Stewart, 
Alder, 
Ewen, 
Baker, 
Barclay, 


Shepherd, 


Moor, 
Coftidge, 
Barnett, 


Gray, 


i Hafwell, 


Roberts, 


Ingraham, 


Crowell, 


Kendrick, 


Magie, 
Viana, 


Andrede, 


Unknown, 


To what country belonging. 
London. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


Briftol. 
Bengal. 
ditto. 


Canton. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
Botton, 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


America. 


New York. 
Portugal. 


ditto. 
France, 
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Befide thefe, the veflels already mentioned in my journal, belonging 
to His Catholic Majefty, frequently reforted to the port of Nootka. 

When fuch a fpirit for enterprize as this, is thus manifefted by the 
people of fo many different nations, and direéted from all quarters of the 
globe to thefe fhores, there can remain no more doubt, with refpeét to 
the commercial advantages which are likely to be attendant on fuch f{pe- 
culations, than that many unjuft proceedings will take place amongit 
the feveral perfons concerned, who, in the avidity for promoting their 
re{peétive interefts, become competitors for the commodity of which each 
is in purfuit, and deftroy the general benefits which, under wife and good 
regulations would refult to all. A retrofpective view of thefe circum- 
ftances, and the behaviour of Sen™ Quadra, in the negociation which, 
with him, I had the honor to conduét refpeéting the ceffion of the terri- 
tories at Nootka to the crown of Great-Britain; will ferve to fhew 
in what an important point of view the court of Spain beholds her 
interefts in this valuable country, and what alfo are the commercial 
advantages that moft probably would accrue to the adventurers on the 
coaft, were their dealings properly reftrained, and thew general conduét 
wifely regulated. 

Although we did not meet with any Ruffian veffels at Nootka, yet I 
am clearly of opinion the people of that nation are more likely than 
thofe of any other to fucceed in procuring furs, and the other valuable 
commodities, from thefe fhores, with which a moft beneficial trade might 
be eftablifhed between North-Weft America, Japan, and the northern 
parts of China. Of this I was well perfuaded, from the accounts I re- 
ceived from Smyloff, and from my own obfervations. on the general 
conduét of the Ruffians towards the Indians, in the feveral places where 
we found them under their controul and direction. Had the natives 
about the Ruffian eftablifhments in Cook’s inlet, and. Prince William’s 
found been opprefled, dealt hardly by, or treated by the Ruffians as.a 
conquered people, fome uneafinefs amongft them would have been per- 
ceived, fome defire for emancipation would have been difcovered ; but 
no fuch difpofition appeared; they feemed to be held.in.no reftraint,;, nor 
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did they feem to wifh, on any occafion whatever, to elude the vigilance 
of their directors. For fome of our commodities that were valuable 
to them, they would offer their furs in exchange; but in no inftance 
did they propofe any thing of the kind to fale to the difadvantage of their 
employers. The Ruffians, moft likely, unable to reduce the inhabitants 
of the infular country to the fouth-eaftward from Crofs found, have pre- 
ferred to fit down amongtt thofe to the weftward; where, from the com- 
patinels of the coaft, and the lofty impaffable mountains which approach 
the fea fhore, the natives are reftrained from indulging in the wandering 
life to which their more eaftern neighbours are accuftomed, and who 
being a much more warlike race, may poffibly have been found 2 the 
Rhian’ to be lefs tractable. 

Notwithftanding that our furvey of the coaft of North-Weft Ameri- 
ca has afforded to our minds the moft fatisfatiory proof that no naviga- 
ble communication whatever exifts between the north pacific and north 
atlantic oceans, from the goth to the 56th degree of north latitude, nor 
between the waters of the pacific, nor any of the lakes or rivers in the 
interior part of the continent of North America; yet, as it is very diffi- 
cult to undeceive, and more fo to convince the human mind, when pre 
poffeffed of long-adopted notions, however erroneoufly they may have 
been founded, and efpecially when circumftances may be reforted to 
which have the appearance of being capable of furnifhing new matter for 
ingenious fpeculative opinions, it may not be improper to ftate, that 
although, from unavoidable circumftances, Mr. Broughton* was com- 
pelled, in his examination of Columbia river, to defift from attempting 
to afcertain the navigable extent of the feveral {mall branches which fall 
into that river, yet that gentleman was thoroughly convinced, from the 


view he had obtained of each, and the circumftances attendant on them 


all, that no one of thofe branches admitted of any navigable communi: 
cation whatever with the interior country. | 
With refpeét to the ancient difcoveries of De Fuca, they appear to 
be upheld by tradition alone, and ought therefore to be received with 
great latitude, and to be credited with fill more caution. A celebrated 
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writer on geography* appears to have been perfe€tly convinced that this 
oral teftimony was correat, although he candidly acknowledges that 
« We have no other than verbal report of De Fuca’s difcovery ; he com- 
municated the information to Mr. Lock at Venice, and offered to per- 
form. a voyage,” I prefume, for the further exploring of thofe regions, 
‘on condition of having payment of the great loffes he had fuftained, to 
the value of fixty thoufand ducats, when captured by Sir Thomas Ca- 
vendifh in the feuth feas. John De Fuca, the Greek pilot, IN 1592, 
failed into a broad inlet, between the 47°th and 48°th, which led him 
into a far broader fea, wherein he failed above twenty days, there be- 
ing at the entrance on the north-welt coaft, a great head land or ifland, 
with an exceeding high pinnacle or fpired rock, like a pillar, there- 
upon.” Rb: 

This is the whole that can be colle€ied from the information of this 
fuppofed navigator ; which Mr. Dalrymple fays exa&tly correfponds with 
the difcoveries of the Spaniards, who “ have recently found an entrance 
in the latitude of 47° 45/ north, which in twenty-feven days’ courfe brought 
them to the vicinity of Hudfon’s bay.” On making inquiries of the 
Spanifh officers attached to the commiffion of Sen™ Melafpina, as alfo of 
Sen™ Quadra, and feveral of the officers under his orders, who, for fome 
time paft, had been employed in fuch refearches refpeéting fo impor- 
tant a circumftance, I was ‘given to underftand by them all, that my 
communication was the firft intelligence they had ever received of fuch 
difcoveries having been made; and as to the navigators De Fuca, De 
Fonte, and others, thefe gentlemen expected to have derived intelligence 
of them from us, fuppofing, from the Englifh publications, that we were 
better acquainted with their achievements than any part of the Spanifh 
nation. A commander of one of the trading veffels, met with fuch a 
pinnacle rock in the latitude of 47° 47’, but unluckily there was no 
opening near. it, to identify it being the fame which the Greek pilot had 
-feen; but this circumftance can eafily be difpenfed with, for the fake of 
fupporting an hypothefis, only by fuppofing the opening to be further 
to the northward.. That fuch a rock might have been feen in that lati- 
tude is not to be queftioned, ‘becaufe we faw numbers of them, and it is 
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well known, that not only on the coaft of North-Weft America, but 
on various other coafts of the earth, fuch pinnacle rocks are found to 
exift. 

On thefe grounds, and on thefe alone, ftands the ancient authority for 
the difcoveries of John De Fuca; and however erroneous they may be, 
feem to have been acknowledged by moft of the recent vifitors to this 
coa{t, who as well as myfelf, (as is too frequently and injudicioufly the 
cafe,) have been led to follow the ftream of the current report. By my 
having continued the name of De Fuca in my journal and charts, a tacit 
acknowledgment of his difcoveries may poflibly, on my part, be inferred; 
this however I muft pofitively deny, becaufe there has not been feen one 
leading feature to fubftantiate his tradition:.on the contrary, the fea 
coaft under the parallels between which this opening is faid to have 
exifted, is compact and impenetrable; the fhores of the continent have 
not any opening whatever, that bears the leaft fimilitude to the defcrip- 
tion of De Fuca’s entrance; and the opening which I have called the 

Suppofed firaits of Fuan de Fuca, inftead of being between the 47th and 
48th degrees, 1s between the 48th and 4oth degrees of north latitude, 
and leads not into a far broader fea or mediterranean ocean. The error, 
however, of a degree in latitude may, by the advocates for De Fuca’s 
merits, be eafily reconciled, by the ignorance in thofe days, or in the 
incorre€tnefs in making fuch common aftronomical obfervations ; yet we 
do not find that Sir Francis Drake, who failed before De Fuca, was lia- 
ble to fuch miftakes. 

The difcoveries of the Portuguefe or Spanifh admiral De Fonte, De 
Fonta, or De Fuentes, appear to be equally liable to objeétions, as thofe 
faid to have been made by De Fuca. Little reliance, I truft, will here- 
after be placed on that publication of De Fonta’s account,* wherein it is. 
ftated that “ He failed 260 leagues in crooked channels, amongtt iflands, 
named the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, and on the 14th of june 1640, 
he came to a river which he named Rio de los Reyes, in 53° of north 
latitude ; he went up it to the north-eaftward 60 leagues.; it was frefh 
20 leagues from the mouth, the tide rifing 24 feet, the depth not lefs 
than 4 or 5 fathoms at low water all the way into lake Belle, which he 
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entered the 2ed of june; in this lake there was generally 6 or 7 fathoms; 
and at a particular time of tide there is a fall in the lake: that froma 
good port fheltered by an ifland on the fouth fide of lake Belle, De Fonta 
on the 1ft of july failed in his boats to a river which he named Parmen- 
tiers; that he paffed eight falls, in all thirty two feet perpendicular, from 
its fource in lake Belle, into a large lake which he reached the 6th of 
july. This lake he named De Fonte; it is 160 leagues long, and 60 
broad, lying £.N.£. and w.s.w. in length, having in fome places 60 
fathoms depth, abounding with cod and ling.” 

It is here neceflary to interrupt the thread of De Fonta’s curious nar- 
rative for a moment, in order, if poffible, to reconcile the nature of his 
voyage with his ftatement of faéts. After his arrival in Rio de los Reyes, 
he failed in his fhip 60 leagues to lake Belle ; 40 leagues of this diftance 
were frefh water ; and then in his boats, through that lake and the river 
Parmentiers; where, after pafling eight falls he arrived in lake de 
Fonte, which he finds abounding with cod and ling; but the extent of 
lake Belle is not mentioned, nor whether the water in lake de Fonte was 
frefh or falt, though from common reafoning, it is natural to conclude, 
that fince the water in Rio de los Reyes was frefh at the diftance of 40 
leagues from the lake whence the river derives its origin, that the water 
in lake De Fonte, where cod and ling are faid to abound, muft be frefh 
alfo. But to return to the narrative. Lake de Fonte contained “ feve- 
ral very large iflands, and ten {mall ones: from the £.N.E. extremity of 
this lake, which he left the 14th of july, he paffed in ten hours with a 
frefh wind and whole ebb a lake, which he named Strait Ronquillo, 34 

leagues long, and 2 or 3 broad, with 20, to 26 and 28 fathoms depth. 


/ . On the 17th he came to an Indian town, where he learnt there was a 


fhip in the neighbourhood; to this fhip he failed, and found on board 
only one man advanced in years and a youth; the man was the greateft 
in the mechanical part of mathematicks he had ever feen: he learnt they 
were from Bofton in New England, the owner named Gibbons, who was 
major general of Maltachufett’s, and the whole fhip’s company came on 
the goth of july. On the 6th of auguft De Fonta made the owner fome 
valuable prefents, and took fome provifions from them, and gave Cap- 
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tain Shapely, the commander of the veflel, one thoufand pieces of eight: 
for his fine charts and journals. On the 11th of auguft De Fonta ar- 
rived at the firft fall in the river Parmentiers, and on the 16th on board 
his fhip in lake Belle.” 

The extenfive archipelago, in which De Fonta had_ failed through: 
erooked channels 260 leagues; the river navigable for fhipping that 
flowed into it, up which he had failed in his fhip 60 leagues ; the water 
becoming frefh after he had entered and paffed in it 20 leagues; its. 
communicating by other lakes and rivers with a paflage, in which a fhip- 
had arrived from Bofton in New England; are all fo circumftantially 
particularized, as to give the account, at firft fight, an air of probability, 
and on examination, had it been found reafonably conne€ted together, 
which is by no means the cafe; a trifling difference in point of defcrip- 
tion or fituation would have been pardoned. 

The Rio de los Reyes Mr. Dalrymple ftates (according to the Spanifh 
geographers, under the authority of which nation De Fonta is faid to 
have failed) to be in the 43d; according to the Englifh in the 53d; and 
according to the French, in the 63d degree of north latitude, on the 
weftern coaft of North America. Ifit be neceffary to make allowance 
for the ignorance of De F onta, or the errors in his obfervations, any 
other parallel along the coaft may be affigned with equal correCinefs. 

Under the 43d parallel of north latitude on this coaft, no fuch archi- 
pelago nor river does exift; but between the 47th and 57th degrees of 
north latitude, thereis an archipelago,compofed of innumerable iflands, _ 
and crooked channels; yet the evidence of a navigable river flowing into 
it, is fill wanting to prove its identity; and as the f{crupulous exaétnefs 
with which our furvey of the continental fhore has been made within 
thefe limits, precludes the poffibility of fuch a river having been pafled: 
unnoticed by’ us, as that deferibed to be of Rio de los Reyes, I remain in. 
full confidence, that fome credit will hereafter be given to the teftimony 
refulting from our refearches, and that the plain truth undifguifed, with 
which our labours have been reprefented, will be juftly appreciated, in. 
refutation of ancient unfupported traditions. 
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I donot, however, mean pofitively to deny the difcoveries of De Fonta, 
I only wifh to inveftigate the faét, and to afcertain the truth; and I'am 
content with having ufed my endeavours to prove their improbability as 
publifhed to the world., The broken region which fo long occupied our 
attention, cannot poflibly be the archipelago of St. Lazarus, fince the 
principal feature by which the identity of that archipelago could be proved 
is that of a navigable river for fhipping flowing into it, and this cer- 
tainly does not exift in that archipelago which has taken us fo much 
time to explore; hence the fituation cannot be the fame, and for 
that reafon I have not affixed the name of De Fonta, De Fonte, or Fuentes 
to any part of thofe regions. It is however to be remembered, that our 
geography of the whole coaft of North Weft America is not yet com- 
plete, and that the French navigators, who have ftated the archipelago 
of St. Lazarus to be in the 63d degree of north latitude, may yet not 
be in an error. 

The ftupendous barrier mountains certainly do not feem to extend in 
fo lofty and conneéted a range to the northward of the head of Cook’s 
inlet, as to the fouth-eaftward of that ftation ; and it is poffible that in 
this part, the chain of mountains may admit of a communication with 
the eaftern country, which feems to be almoft impra¢ticable further to 
the fouthward. In this conjeture we are fomewhat warranted by the 
fimilarity obferved in the race of people inhabiting the fhores of Hud- 
fon’s bay and thole to the northward of North Weft America. 

In all the parts of the continent on which we landed, we nowhere 
found any roads or paths through the woods, indicating the Indians on 
the coaft having any intercourfe with the natives of the interior part of 
the country, nor were there any articles of the Canadian or Hudfon’s 
bay traders found amongft the people with whom we met on any part 
of the continent or external fea fhores of this extenfive country. 
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for Cancer read Capricorn. 
for reave read reef, 

for reaved read reefed. 
for where by read whereby. 
for gunnets read gannets, 
for 29° go’ read 2910- 90. 
for 30° 50! read goin. 50, 
for their read the. 

for inflammatory read inflammable, 
after not infert be. 

for vere read veer. 

for Terra del Fuego read Tierra del Fuego throughout the work, 

for bore n.e. by x. to u.n.z. read bore from n.z. by x. and fo in all other 

fimilar inftances, 

dele 289. 

for fand read fandy. 

before little enfert a, 

before was infert he. 

Jor Potatow read Poatatou. 

before fawing infert and. 

after plank infert : 
for Ercoei read Ereeoi. 
Jor pleafant read unpleafant. 
for end read ends. 

for Balabola read Bolabola. 

for antifceptics read antifeptics. 

defore on infert him. 

dele the . after tranfattions. _ 
for from read to. 

for Errooe read Ereeoi. 

for Ereeoe read Ereeoi. 

for Onchow read Onehow throughout the work. 

for Macoa read Macao. 

for neceflity read confidence. 

for chieftans read chieftains, 

for 235° 41'45/ read 235° 41/30”. 

for probably read poffibly. 

for out read our: 

for Mr. Mears read Mr. Meares whenever the name occurs, 

after at infert a. 

for ftad read had. 

Jor fat read fet. 

after invitation enfert from us. 

for fat read fet. 

ditto ditto. 

for would read might. 

for was read were. 
for thought read through. 

for centry read fentry. 

before progrefs infert flow. 

after was infert green and. 
for water-fall read water-falls, 

after to infert the. 

for induced me read I was induced. 
or Melafpina read Malafpina. 
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for Geeenwich read Greenwich. | 
or clothe read clothes. 
for fat read fet, 
for fires read fires. 
for for read for, 
for warer read water. 
for compofe read compofes. 
for to reftrain vead from reftraining. 
infert , after leagues. 
dele rendered. 
infert a after through. 
for and read which. 
infert in after fituation. 
for near read nearly. 
for Addenbrook read Addenbrooke. 
for 51° 57% read 50° 54’. 
for feint read faint. 
infert even after that. 
for confiftent read confiftently. 


\ for its read it. 


anfert afterwards before'to. 

for canvas read canvals throughout the work. 
for 4/ read 4 miles. 

infert ; after s. 61 w.—for and is read it is. 
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enfert an before extraordinary. 
infert who before feen. 
for irritating read imitating. 

for floated read flooded. 

infert they before were. 

fer rendered it read permitted it to be, 
for mark read marks, 

infert which is before eafily. 

for Karakakooo read Karakakooa, 
infert of after heard. 

infert which after {cales.. 

for a cheerful degree of fpirits read a degree of cheerful fpirits,. 
infert an before error, 

dele but. 

dele about. 

infert a before diftance. 

for in read on. 
fora point read pointe. 

for has read had, 

dele yet. 

for augutt read feptember, 

for Kam) fchaika read Kam{chatka. 
infert it after think, 

for Arguello read Arrillaga, 

for ingenuity read ingenuoufnels, 
for render read renders. 

for coronadoes read coronados, 

ditto ditto. 

for was read were. 

infert the after to be. 

infert and after entrance, 

for give read gives, 
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infert wind after trade. 

dele the. 

for iubterranean read {ubterrancous, 
for diétated read induced. 

infert with after met. 

fora read an. 


for centinel read fentinel throughout the work. 


imfert as before to. 
for to me read by me. 
dele had. 
infert attended with after but. 
for a read an. 
for armour read armoury. 
for he read the. 
for in read between. 
for of our read from our. 
for Woodhoufe read Wodehoule. 
anfert with after ferved. 
for Napean read Nepean, 
for to the ocean read tgwards the ocean. 
for Napean read Nepean. 
for equinoxial read equinoftial. 
dele again. 
for the Chatham read her. 
dele the ’ zn Prefidio’s. 
for it read he. 
for forwardin read forwarding. 
for bonitos read bonittos. 
for near read nearly. 
for ferns read fern. 
infert {pecies after former. 
for with read without. 
for Dominician read Dominican, 
for unweared read unwearied. 
for Indico read Indigo. 
for maintopfail read maintopfails. 
for had read I had. 
for view read light. 
for kind to fale read kind for fale, 
dele in. 
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